











———— 

















Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y., by Variety, Inc. Annual subscription, $10. Single copies, 25 eonta, 
Entered as second-class matter December 22, 1905, at the-Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. 




















COPYRIGHT 


1938, BY VARIETY, INC. 


PRICE 


29 





ALL RIGHTS RESERVED, 








Vol. 132 No. 11 


- ~NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1938 


56 PAGES 








HOLLYWOOD'S TOUCHY 





John Mason Brown's Capsules 





Broadway shows and players for 


Leslie Howard, he forgot Hamlet.’ 


Sisters.’ 
‘of the Volga.’ 
wagging hips.’ 


find it fatiguing.’ 





John Mason Brown, critic of the N. Y. Evening Post, took current 


morning (18) at Town Hall, New York. As a lecturer Brown is quite 
ati actor himself, illustrating and mimicking as he talks. Wisecracks 
“at the Friday lecture included these: 

‘Most Hamlets Jook like the original interior decorator. 
there was John Barrymore’s Russian Wolfhound version, 


_ ‘Eve Le Gallienne’s posture as Queen Marie Antoinette looked like 
she had just finished her first day on a dude ranch.’ 
~ ‘Clare Booth scratches out her plays with her fingernails’ 
‘You remember Clifton Webb when he used to dance out on a shiny 
floor with his coattails flying in the wind in mad, pursuit of the Dolly 
‘Libby Holman sings Negro songs as if they came from the Banks 
‘Ultimately you tire of reading the message of Lupe Velez’ wig- 
**Hellzapoppin’ is so enervating that even Mrs. Roosevelt would 


‘William Gaxton always reminds me of my first year in college.’ 


a ride during his lecture Friday 


And then 
Forget 








TURTLE - TROT)! Russet, Sousa 


_ DOMINATES 
MUSIC 


a 


Preponderance of ballads on the 
current list of tunes in the hit class 
Was some bandleaders squawking that 
it's nearly impossible to make up a 
varied dance program for the air. 
Beef is that songwriters are not 
turning their talents toward the 
writing of rhythm and fast numbers 
enough to offset the heavy list of 
ballads. 

Glance at the list of tunes cur- 
rently being plugge shows that of 
the first 20 about five or six can 
qu lify as swing or rhythm num- 
bers. Rest are ballads of the type 
of ‘So Help Me,’ ‘Change Partners,’ 
an. ‘While a Cigarette was Burning.’ 
Of course the slower tempoed tunes 
have always outweighed the fast 
numbers, but the current condition 
is claimed to be abnormal. 

Foregoing plaint by bandleaders 
finds little concern among music 
publishers. Consensus of opikion 
among the latter is that the industry 
has been catering too much to the 
tastes of broadcast orchestras with 
the result that the sale of sheet mu- 
sie has been steadily on the decline. 
It is the ballad that still remains the 
Staple article on music counters, and 
if the industry is to preserve this 
more important source of income it 
must steel itself against the taking 
the line of least resistance, namely, 
the plug whims of band leaders. 


Yank Acts Cancel Beriin 





Dates Due to Envoy Recall 





. London, Nov. 22. 

Several American acts here have 
backed out of contracts to perform 
in Berlin. 

Believed that recall of U. S. Am- 
bassador Hugh R. Wilson from Ber- 
lin and fear of no protection prompt- 
ed cancellations. 





Screen Sagas on Tap; 
WB Snag on Pulitzer 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

‘Life of Lillian Russell,’ with Alice 
Faye the name role, and ‘Rose of 
Washington Square’ will be made by 
Darryl Zanuck at 20th-Fox as two of 
the season’s top budget musicals, 

Leonard Hoffman is whipping up 
the ‘Russell’ yarn for Kenneth Mac- 
Gowan production. ‘Rose’ goes as a 
sequel to ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ 
and comprises Irving Berlin music 
not used in ‘Alex.’ Al Jolson is be- 
ing considered for an important role 
in this one. 

While the Pulitzers never wanted 
anything about the life of Joseph 
Pulitzer put on the screen, the War- 
ner Bros. plan te do a picture on the 
old New York World and St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch may not be off en- 
tirely. A synopsis of the story on 
which Louis Weitzenkorn has been 
working, tentatively called ‘End of 
the World,’ has not been submitted 
to Ralph Pulitzer, nor has the WB 
legal department determined whether 
it has a legal right to make such a 
picture as planned. It may not be 
necessary to get approval, although 
if objections by Ralph Pulitzer or 
others become too vigorous, the 
whole thing may be called off. 

WB idea was for a picture based 


chiefly on the career of the old 
World. 








Sousa Pic 


Stemming from the John Philip 
Sousa Memorial, which B. A. Rolfe 
and Jimmy Gillespie have been fos- 
tering comes the idea of a Sousa 
film. For this purpose Gillespie and 
Judge Frederick E. Goldsmith, his 
attorney, leave for the Coast the end 
of this week, with authorization 
from Mrs. Jane Van M. Sousa, the 
march king’s widow, and W. Her- 
bert Adams, attorney for the Sousa 
estate, to consummate a Hollywood 
deal. 

‘Stars and Stripes’ is the idea of 
the patriotic film to include Sousa’s 
‘Marching Along’ autobiography, plus 
his musical works. 


IGNORE FOREIGN 
FROWNS, WHIMS 


Not Concerned About Dic- 
tatorial Inhibitions Abroad 
—Producers Feel It’s 
Futile to Cater to Foreign 
Governmental Idiosyncra- 
sies Under Existing World 
Conditions 








CHI BANS ‘MAMLOCK’ 





Hollywood, Nov. 22. 


Studio execs are ready to defy 
foreign censorship of Hollywood 
films and cut loose with pictures 
held in abeyance out of considera- 
tion for dictators abroad. 

With Metro filming ‘Idiot’s De- 
light,’ long delayed because of Ital- 
ian opposition, the same company is 
reported ready to shoot the Sinciair 
Lewis story, ‘It Can’t Happen Here.’ 
Selznick-International is going ahead 
with ‘Titanic’ in spite of British 
kicks. 

Sentiment in the studios is that 
there is no further use of catering 
to the whims of foreign govern- 
ments that have either completely 
banned American pictures or have 
imposed such stringent rules against 
Hollywood productions that there is 
no longer any profit in exporting 
them. 

Understood the Cunard - White 
Star Line objected to ‘Titanic’ and 
made formal complaint to the State 
Department in Washington, which 
turned it over to Will Hays. 

‘We have no intention of abandon- 
ing the picture,’ declared a spokes- 
man for Selznick. ‘In fact, we have 
brought Richard Blaker, one of 
England’s foremost novelists, to 


(Continued on page 15) 








Maestros in the Groove 
As Pedagogs Pan Swing 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

Larry Clinton was in the groove 
with a solid earful of rebuke on 
their attitude toward swing when 
more than 500 teachers gathered at 
Dover, Del., last week for the an- 
nual State convention. Clinton flew 
down to the convention with Tommy 
Dorsey at the invitation of Dean 
Glenn Gildersleeve, State Director of 
Musical Education in the Public 
Schools. Gildersleeve’s invite fol- 
lowed a survey showing that 80% 
of junior and senior high school 
pupils listen to the radio on an aver- 
age of 18 hours a week, to about 40 
programs. Only about nine of these 
present what Gildersleeve termed 
‘serious music.’ Majority of others 
are by name bands. 

Clinton was strong in his de- 
nunciation of the pedagogues for 
their superior attitude toward jive. 
‘The average youth of today,” he de- 
clared, ‘never receives a note of mu- 


(Continued on page 53) 














London Will Choke 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 
If and when the King and 
Queen of England speak on the 
radio during their visit to this 
country, WDAS has an offer for 
the sale of 15 minutes preced- 

ing and 15 minutes following, 
Buyer is manufacturer of 
‘Royal Clothes—Fit for a King.’ 
He thinks it would be a natural. 


U.S. INCOME TAX 
BREAK FOR 
STARS 














Washington, Nov. 22. 

First official cognizance of the in- 
come tax headache, which annually 
pesters Broadway stars, screen 
satellites, radio names and other 
high-bracket show biz personalities, 
was taken last week when U. S. 
Treasury officials huddled over a 
scheme which may mean partial 
easing of show business tax pains. 

Plan for basing surtax rates on the 
incomes of stars and lesser lights on 
earnings covering a three-year pe- 
riod—instead of the present yearly 
bite—is reported to be under serious 
consideration by high department 
execs. Many of Uncle Sam’s tax 
experts are showing sympathy for 
those unfortunate actors who have to 
pay fat levies on top-year salaries, 
and then face lean years, Sometimes 
the fancy fees only last a season or 
two. 

Injustice of making artists cough 
up large sums, when exigencies of 

(Continued on page 55) 

















OPENING 


BILTMORE HOTEL 


NEW YORK 


TOMORROW NIGHT 


THURSDAY 


PHIL SPITALNY 


AND HIS 


ALL GIRL 
ORCHESTRA 


Late Coleman Goetz’s Daughter 
Learns About, Seeks Her Mother 





Adopted by a Lynbrook, L. I, 
family more than 21 years ago, the 
daughter of the late Coleman Goetz, 
songwriter, first learned of her true 
heritage a month or so ago, and is 
now seeking her mother, the former 
Gertrude Harrison, ex-showgirl. Miss 
Harrison, also known in yesteryear’s 
show biz circles ar ‘Moosie,’ married 
the songsmith in Atlantic City séme 
22 years ago and their daughter, 
Mary, resulted from that union. 

The child was adopted by the 
Long Islanders when she was about 
seven months old and was only told 
the truth by the aging couple be- 
cause of their own advanced years, 
and the belief they were doing the 
right thing. For the past few weeks 
young Mary Goetz, a cashier in a 
chain haberdashery, where she is 
known by another name, says she has 
been walking the streets and solilo- 
quizing that perhaps this or that 
woman might well be her mother; 
that some day she might marry and 

(Continued on page 53) 


See Spread of Comm’ 
Ad Reels With Grid 
Games Next Season 


Activities of several industrial 
firms in making advertising of com- 
mercial reels of major football games. 
in the south, with actual plugs for 
products added to a sports coverage, 
may develop into a national gridiron 
reel commercialization by next fall. 
Success met in several tries this year, 
with no antagonism encountered from 
either colleges or exhibitors in com- 
munities concerned indicates possi- 
bilities of a national setup soon. 

Idea back of the plan of at least 
two large oil companies is to cash in 
on the same audience served by 
newsreels, With newsreels figured as 


(Continued on page 53) 
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“Jewish Theatre Control Issue 
Raised by H. L. Griffith in Battle 
For a New Bldg. 


+ 


Minneapolis, Nov. 22. 

The fight of H. L. Griffith to ob- 
tain license to permit him to build a 
$150,000 neighborhood theatre will 
reach the city council floor for the 
sixth time in the past two years next 
Friday (25) when the aldermen will 
vote on a minority report favoring 
the license. 

By a vote of three to two the 
council license committee voted to 
deny the application following a 
red-hot hearing during which it was 
attacked because of the property’s 
proximity to a synagogue and be- 
cause W. A. Steffes and Theodore 
L. Hays, respectively, representing 
independent theatre owners and the 
Paramount circuit, claim the city 
now is considerably overseated. 


Griffith and severai adherents in- 
jected the religious issue into the 
proceedings by claiming ‘Jews con- 
trol the exhibiting of pictures in 
Minneapolis and wish to retain a 
monopoly on it.’ They aroused con- 
siderable ire by calling attention to 
anti-Semitism abroad and warning 
that ‘if similar developments occur 
in this country the Jews would have 
only themselves to blame.’ 

One of the city’s leading Catholic 
priests joined the rabbi of the 
synagogue, which would be affected 
by the theatre, in opposing the li- 
cense. They urged that the council 
agree upon some definite limitation 
to the proximity of theatres to 
places of worship. 

A representative of the building 
trade unions favored the granting 
of licenses to build more theatres, 
pointing out it would aid employ- 
ment. The council now is committed 
to the policy of not allowing any 
additional showhouses to be con- 
structed. 

Hays, one of the Paramount cir- 
cuit officials, stated that Griffith 
would not have. to build a new the- 
atre—that his company gladly would 
turn over the closed Minnesota to 
him. 

The Griffith license has been 
granted twice, only to be rescinded 
later. On six occasions the council 
has voted it down. Griffith also 
lost out in court in an effort to man- 
damus the aldermen into granting 
the permit. 


Bondy Again Defers 
RKO Reorg Decision, 








- Tus Time Til Dec. 2 


Decision on the confirmation of 
the RKO -eorganization plan was 
again postponed yesterday (Tues- 
day) until Dec. 2, this time at the 
instance of Federal Judge William 
Bondy, who told the attorneys he 
desired to give more time tc scan- 
ning the briefs submitted by those 
favoring the plan and the opposi- 
tion last week. In setting Dec. 2 as 
the next hearing the court expressed 
the opinion that he was certain to 
reach a definite decision by that 
time. 

‘I hope next time,’ he said, ‘to have 
some definite decision one way or 
the other. Ia 10 “ays the whole 
thing should te disposed of. My de- 
sirt is to dispose of it by the end of 
the year. The briefs are certainly 
voluminous and it will take a week 
for me to complete the reading of 
them. So far I have read 800 pages 
and I am not yet finished. I am 
considering every argument pre- 
sented against confirmation.’ 


SCHAEFER’S QUICKIE 
VISIT TO RKO STUDIO 


George J. Schaefer will leave for 
Coast either Friday or Saturday (26) 
on his initial visit to the RKO Radio 
studios and conferences with produc- 
tion heads. He expects to return to 
New York before the Xmas holidays. 

Ned Depinet, v. p. in charge of 
RKO distribution, was to have ac- 
companied Schaefer, but will not 
make the trip until early next year 











-on his regular studio vis.. occurring 


around that time. 


{== Se Ss ee SSS Se oa wee = 


OK in Minneapolis 
Ford Quits Republic 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Charles E. Ford resigned at Re- 
public as associate producer in 
charge of Roy Rogers westerns. He 
checks out at the completion of 
‘Shine On Harvest Moon,’ now being 
edited. 

Ford made five pictures at Repub- 
lic, two Gene Autrys and three with 
Rogers. 


SELZNICK, JOCK 
WHITNEY WILL 
HUDDLE WEST 


Script of ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
is now in good shape and only needs 
some additional polishing before 
cameras are ready to start grinding 
early in January. David O. Selz- 
nick will do some more work on the | 
picture this week before he leaves 
New York for the Coast on Friday 
(25). He will have a brief discus- 
sion on Thursday and Friday with 
John Hay Whitney on Selznick In- 
ternational affairs, Whitney coming 
in from Europe tomorrow (Wednes- 
day). 

Jo Swerling, who worked with 
Selznick on the ‘Wind’ script in 
Bermuda, will not accompany Selz- 
nick to the Coast but stays on here 
another week or two for a rest. 

Future distributing affiliation for 
Selznick International output will 
not be settled until January, when 
Whitney goes to the Coast to join 
Selznick in final meetings that will 
settle this important step. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Faith Bacon. 
Lucius Beebe. 
Mary Boland. 
John Boles. 
Joan Blair. 
Phyllis Brooks. 
Richard Carlson. 
Clarence Derwent. 
Arthur W. Eddy. 
Florence Eldridge. 
Gwyllyn Ford. 
Lewis E. Gensler. 
David Hand. 
E. B. Hatrick. 
David Hempstead. 
Abe Lastfogel. 
Alexander Lockwood. 
Reuben Mamoulian. 
Fredric March. 
Montague Marks. 
Burt McMurtrie. 
Yehudi Menuhin. 
John Patrick. 
Ralph Peucher. 
Vincent Price. 
Herman Robbins. 
Spyros Skouras. 
Hunt Stromberg. 
Arleen Whelan. 
Adolph Zukor. 


ARRIVALS 


Lela Moore, Hugh Hunt, Glen 
Eyam Shaw, Ruth Chanova, Louis 
Berger, George Sanders,, W. Russell, 
Mr. and Mrs. Emil Hahl, Jack L. 
Warner, Gracie Fields, Clifford C. 
Fischer, John Hay Whitney, Hugh 























Public Relations 











By BILL HALLIGAN 


It was the cub’s first assignment. 
‘Go out to Brook, Ind.’, the city edi- 
tor said, ‘and get a story from George 
Ade.’ It was a new twist to the left- 
handed monkey-wrench gag. Mr. 
Ade did not talk to reporters, but 
Steve Hannagan didn’t know that... 
so Hannagan came back with a story. 
He has been coming back with them 
ever since. That was 20 years ago 
and they still tell the tale in the 
little newspaper office in Lafayette, 
Ind. Hallagan got the interview in 
George Ade’s bathroom. Ade was 
in the tub and Hanagan had him. 
Ade liked him and Steve thinks Ade 
is the greatest humorist in America. 
That makes it unanimous. 


Ade had been a newsparer man 
himself. He wrote a column on the 
Chicago Evening News called ‘The 
Stories of the Streets and Town,’ a 
two-column tale every day. Only 
two lads of the clan have ever du- 
plicated the feat—Ben Hecht and 
Jack Lait, if you must have names. 

But this palaver is not about Ade 

It’s about Hannagan, in case you see 
his name on a Stork Club menu and 
wonder who he is. Other great press 
agents had gone before. Harry 
Reichenbach, who glorified Francis 
X. Bushman, but scared him half to 
death by sending him ‘blackhand’ 
letters when he stopped at the St. 
Francis hotel, San Francisco, and 
then threw a huge Chinese fire- 
cracker in front of his door only to 
be grabbed by 15 ’Frisco detectives. 
It made all front pages for Bushman. 
Reichenbach got $1,000 a week from 
Addison Mizner for putting Boca- 
Raton on the map. Ivy Lee, the un- 
dercover praise agent for the Rocke- 
fellers, and the good will ambassa- 
dor for Germany. Walter Kingsley, 
the Keith publicity chief whose spe- 
cialty was beautiful gals, and Nils 
Grandlund who took a page out of 
Kingsley’s book. 
But none had the flair for the 
front page that Hannagan has. He 
handled the Insull aftermath in Chi- 
cago until the tumult and shouting 
died and sympathy and forgiveness 
made a Chicago jury acquit the dy- 
namic financier, and the folks from 
the Windy City thought Insull was 
something you did about diabetes. 
When you see Miami Beach, Puerto 
Rico, Sun Valley; Idaho, and the In- 
dianapolis Speedway in the public 
prints, that’s Hannagan’s fine Italian 
typewriter. The only living million- 
aire public relations counsellor in 
captivity. A lot of the lads are 
shooting at Hannagan’s mark but 
most of them couldn’t get Hitler's 
name in the obituary column of the 
Daily Forward. 


U.S. Agents All Over 
Chi Prior to B&K 
Suit Starting 28th 


Chicago, Nov. 22. 

Government suit against Balaban 
& Katz and the major distributors, 
with the exception of Columbia, 
comes up for a hearing in Federal 
Court on Monday (28). 

Government agents are all over 
town, with as many as 40 minor op- 
eratives reported working on vari- 
ous phases of this case. Particular 
Watch is being kept on the offices of 
the exchanges along film row. Gov- 
ernment will call in the books of 
these companies for a court o. o. and 
will base much of its argument on 
what the books indicate. 

Fleming, Green & Martin law firm, 
representing Balaban & Katz in the 
Allied civil suit against the circuit 
and all major distribs, will handle 











Williams, Katherine Brown, Charles’ 
Morla. 


the legal work for B. & K. in the 
government suit also. 
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Chi Lawyer's Deal With Lloyd's 
To Indemnify Plagiarism Suits 
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O’Briens’ Day in Court 


Los Angeles, Nov. 22. 

Pat (freelance) O’Brien won a 
technical point in his $500,000 con- 
spiracy suit against Pat (Warners) 
O’Brien, Louella O. Parsons and 
Jimmy Fidler, Superior Court de- 
nied a motion to strike out the names 
of the defendants and ordered them 
to stand trial. 

Plaintiff charges the defendants 
conspired with Warner Bros. to bar 
him from further work in the film 
studios. 


TRIM 20TH-FOX 
ROSTER, LULL 
SETS IN 








Hollywood, Nov. 22. 


Production at 20th-Fox slows 
down until after Jan. 1, with 29 of 
the 52 pictures on the 1938-39 sched- 
ule either completed or in the final 
stages. When ‘Wife, Husband and 
Friend’ winds up next week, the 
only pictures in production will be 
those of the Sol M. Wurtzel unit. 


Meanwhile William Koenig, gen- 
eral production manager, is whit- 
tling expenses. Monthly revision of 
the contract list shows heaviest clip- 
ping in months. Actors dropped 
the roster in the last 30 days were 
Sidney Blackmer, Douglas Fowley, 
Keye Leuke, Victor McLaglen, Doug- 
las Scott, Michael Whelan, Anna- 
bella, Jane Darwell, Gracie Fields, 
Louise Hovick, June Lang and Lur- 
line Uller. 


Directors removed from the list 
were David Butler, James Tinling 
and Joseph Santley. Leonardo Ber- 
covici, Jerry Cady, Robert Chapin, 
Lenore Coffee; Karen de Wolf, 
Marion Jackson and Harry Lloyd 
Morris are absent from the writer 
roster. Missing cleffers are Rex 
Dunn, Ray Golden, Sid Kuller and 
Harold Spina. Bill Dover, personnel 
head, long with Darryl Zanuck, also 
out. 


BLUMBERG AT U ON 
PRODUCTION CHECKUP 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 


Two-week series of huddles on 
production is due next week with the 
arrival (27) of Nate Blumberg, Uni- 
versal prexy. Matty Fox, v.p., de- 
ferred his trip to New York to await 
Biumberg’s arrival. 

Prexy will find two top-budget 
films in action when he arrives, 
‘Three Smart Girls Grow Up,’ star- 
ring Deanna Durbin, and the W. C. 
Fields picture, ‘You Can’t Cheat an 
Honest Man.’ Another heavy budget 
production, Bing Crosby’s ‘Three’s 
Company,’ gets the gun on the U 
lot next week. 

‘Honest Man,’ the Fields starrer 
delayed by script troubles, got the 
gun yesterday (Mon.) at Universal. 
Femme lead is still open, but will 
not be needed for early shots. 


Glazer Departs WB 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Benjamin Glazer amicably washed 
up his one-year contract as associate 
producer at Warners. He had been 
asked to reconsider his decision to 
leave, but said he felt he could not 
function to mutual advantage under 
existing conditions. 

During his year at the studio, 
Glazer 














produced three pictures, 
‘Going Places,’ ‘They Made Me a 
Criminal’ and ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter.’ 





Wurtzel’s ’39 Starter 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
First Sol M. Wurtzel production for 
1939 at 20th-Fox will be ‘Shooting 
High,’ a dude ranch musical, set to 
start Jan, 3. 


Heading the cast are Tony Martin, 
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Marjorie Weaver and Joan Davis. 





Chicago, Nov. 22, 

Flood of plagiarism and infringe. 
ment of copyright suits which have 
beset picture and music firms has 
brought local attorney, Gabriel] Well. 
ner, into the national scene with his 
system of copyright guarantee for 
motion picture producers and music 
publishers, Wellner, who was called 
in by Paramount for advice and in- 
formation on the ‘Says My Heart’ 
music case, is also understood slated 


to be a member of the legal defense 
in the case of Fred Walton against 
20th Century-Fox. Walton charges 
that 20th’s ‘Thin Ice’ flicker is taken 
from his story, ‘Weather Permitting,’ 
and is asking $3,000,000 damages. 

; In the ‘Says My Heart’ case which 
is song charged to be taken from the 
late George Gershwin’s ‘Tell Me 
More,’ written several years ago, 
Wellner was called in to find a song 
which pre-dated even ‘Tell Me More.’ 
Wellner has established a system for 
the location and finding the original 
sources of story plots and music 
strains. 

He has set up a deal with Lloyd's 
for the issuing of copyright insur- 
ance to picture companies and music 
firms on all stories and songs okayed 
by the Wellner system. 


FREEMAN WEST NEXT 
MON., ZUKOR DUE EAST 


Y. Frank Freeman is winding up 
his business and personal affairs pre- 
paratory to leaving for the Coast 
Monday (28). 

Adolph Zukor, who relinquishes 
studio supervision to go to Eng- 
land, leaves Hollywood Friday (25) 
and is due in N. Y. by train Mon- 
day morning (28), prior to Free 
man’s departure. In _ telegraphie 
communication with the h. o., 
Zukor’s plans for sailing were not 
corfirmed, leaving open question of 
how long the chairman of the board 
will stay in N. Y. before going 
abroad. He will probably sail the 
fiist week in December, it is said. 

Because the last Thursday in this 
month (tomorrow) is Thanksgiving 
Day, regular board meeting has been 
postponed to Thursday (1). Zukor 
will do doubt attend that as chair- 
man of the directorate, a quorum 
probably being possible. 

When Zukor arrives in London 
to take over as coordinator of 
Paramount's operations in England, 
he will be an honor guest at the 
Cinema Luncheon Club Dec. 14 in 
London, which will be attended by 
John W. Hicks, Jr. Par’s foreign 
sales head. Later is sailing for the 
U. S. a few days after this luncheon 
meeting. 

Hicks is planning to spend Thnks- 
giving in Paris, and will return to 
New York in time to spend the 
Christmas-New Year’s holidays with 
his family. Then he is expected to 
return to London, where he pres- 
ently is serving as head of Para- 
mount’s British company in addition 
to continuing as Par’s foreign chief. 
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Nate Blumberg. 
Ina Claire. 

Ned Depinet. 
Gracie Fields. 

Mr. and Mrs. Y. Frank Freeman 
Jimmy Gillespie, 
Will Hays. 

Ben Kalmenson. 
Nancy Kelly, 

Sam Marx, 

J. A. Mulvey. 
William Saal. 
George Sanders. 
George J. Schaefer. 
W. G. Van Schmus. 
David O. Selznick. 
Franklyn Warner. 
Hugh Williams. 
Herbert J. Yates. 





SAILINGS 


Dec. 7 (San Francisco to Sydney) 
Ralph Clark, Jr. (Monterey). 

Dec. 2 (New York to London) Mr. 
and Mrs. Adolph Zukor, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Oakie (Queen Mary). 

Nov. 26 (New York to London) 
Douglas Fairbanks, Montague Marks, 
Mrs. Marlo Ostrer (Normandie). 

Nov. 23 (London to New York) 





Walter Dare Wahi (Champlain). . 
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REVIEWS AND ADVERTISING 


The following letter was sent this week by Variety to the 
head of a motion picture company: 

Nov. 21, 1938. 
Mr. 
New York, N. Y. 
Dear Mr. : 

We were pleased to receive your letter of Nov. 15, as it 
gives us an opportunity to tell you explicitly our thoughts on 
the subject of our discussion. 

As we understand your viewpoint, it is that it is imprac- 
tical and a business paradox for your company to advertise 
in Variety the release of any of its pictures which have received 
unfavorable reviews in Varrety columns. You are sympathetic 
to the use of Variety advertising if a picture is favorably re- 
viewed. Also you advocate that Variety omit the review of a 
picture which, in the opinion of its reviewers, is not deserving of 
favorable notice. 

In connection with preparation of plans for the celebration 
of Vartety’s Third of a Century Anniversary Issue, we re- 
cently turned to the first issue of Variety, published Dec. 16, 
1905, in which the policy of the paper was set torth, in part, 
as follows: 

The first, foremost and extraordinary feature, of it 
(Varrety) will be Fairness. Whatever there is to be 
printed of interest to the professional world will be 
printed without regard to whose name is mentioned or 
the advertising columns. . . . The reviews will be written 
conscientiously, and the truth only told. If it hurts it 1s 
at least said in fairness and impartially. . . . Is honesty 
the best policy? Variety will give the answer in its 
5ist Number. 

Some additional interesting principles of policy were set 
forth in that article, but the quotations above have to do with 
what was said about reviews. As to whether the policies out- 
lined by the founder of the paper are successful is best proved 
by the fact that VarreTy next month will have completed not 
one, but 33 years, of service to the show world. 

The review mentioned in your letter is on your picture (title 
omitted). We have again read the review carefully and should 
say that you, as head of the producing company, should be the 
first to approve the opinion honestly expressed. The writer has 
specifically pointed out what he deemed to be the faults in the 
picture, and if you are fair to yourself you probably will agree 
with him on most points. Variety has given you the ammuni- 
tion to pass on this honest comment to the producers of the pic- 
ture. 

VARIETY in its news and reviews is not concerned in the slight- 
est degree with what its advertisers desire to say to VARIETY 
readers. A great number of our readers continue, year after 
year, on our paid subscription list (there are no gratis copies) 
solely because Variety earnestly attempts to tell the news ac- 
curately, and publishes reviews in accordance with the principles 
set forth in the foregoing editorial excerpt. 

What Variety does offer an advertiser is an intensive inter- 
national trade circulation and the opportunity for anyone to set 
forth his advertising message in such manner as he desires. 
VARIETY never edits its advertising columns beyond such super- 
vision as required by the postal laws. You are at the head of a 
motion picture company. You have earnest convictions, but your 
refusal to express these convictions in paid advertising, and tell 
the trade what you think about your product, is a policy con- 
trary to successful show management since the opening of the 
first boxoffice. 

We don’t suppose that you agree with a word that we say, but, 
helieve us, we have the highest respect for, but not the slightest 
confidence in, your own viewpoint on this matter. We know 
from experience of 33 years that a sycophant trade-press is of 
no value to the trade or to itself. Varrety lives and still grows 
because it is dedicated to sound publishing principles. 


With regards and best wishes, 


VARIETY 














French Switcheroo 
- Causes WB to Shelve 
‘Devii's Island’ Film 


* Warner Bros. has shelved ‘Devil’s 


Island’ possibly permanently due, in 
Part, to decision of France to retain 
use of the penal colony which forms 
the locale of this film. It had been 
planned and made on the presump- 
tion that France was not going to 
send any more prisoners to Devil’s 
Island, but only a few weeks ago 
the country reconsidered and shipped 
a fresh batch of felons there. 


_ Considerable revision of the film 
now becomes necessary. Bryan Foy 
produced, Boris Karloff and Nedda 
Harrigan heading the cast. Release 
date had been set as Nov. 3. 








Stromberg’s Month in N.Y. 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Hunt Stromberg checks out Friday 
(25) for New York to talk over ‘Thin 
Man Returns’ script with Dashiell 
Hammett. 
He will also gander Broadway 
shows during a month’s stay east. 








Wallis’ Play Buys 
Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Hal Wallis, back from a Broadway 
shopping tour, announced the pur- 
chase of two plays, ‘Elizabeth, the 
Queen’ and ‘Barber of New Orleans.’ 
‘Elizabeth’ is planned as a starrer 
for Bette Davis and ‘Barber’ for 
Errol Flynn. 
Neither is current on Broadway. 


DOPING IT OUT. 
WHEN CASE OVER 


12-18 Months Before Any 
Decision—If Duals Cease, 
Exhib Squawks Will Like- 
wise End—Hence, Cur- 
tailment of Duals May 
Be Inevitable 








B.’"S A BANE 





Litigation lodged against them by 
Allied or independent exhibitors in 
several states is not causing the 
alarm that numerous independent 
leaders figured on. The big film com- 
panies sued on zoning complaints, 
double features and other restrictions 
are doing no heavy worrying nor 
preparing a defense of any moment. 

Fundamental reason for this ap- 
parently indifferent attitude is that 
the main issue behind these suits is 
double-featuring, and squawks over 
dualing are expected to be ironed 


trial > 

Majority of the actions from in- 
dependents won’t come up for a year 
to 18 months from the present date. 
By that time, the major picture com- 
panies and their circuits don’t expect 
to have double features. This is the 
principal reason why defendants in 
these suits are not particularly per- 
turbed. Understood that certain ac- 
tions will be dropped or settled if 
affiliated- chains eliminate double 
features. 

If absence of sufficient major 
company product to fill out a double 
feature setup will h-lt dualing by 
affiliated theatre circuits, the double 
feature is definitely on the way out. 
Because next season, Paramount will 
announce only 40 features. So will 
Metro. And 20th-Fox figures to do 
the same. There may be trimming 
of ‘B’ product in the same ratio with 
other majors as RKO and Warners. 

“This is expected to do away with 
the bulk of secondary pictures, which 
were scheduled by majors solely to 
provide for double feature require- 
ments in affiliated houses. Experi- 
ence has shown that affiliated cir- 
cuit houses, all of tremendous seat- 
ing capacity, cut deeply into the 
business of small independent thea- 
tres even when the latter try a dual- 
ing policy. 

Whether most majors reduce their 
number of pictures or not, some 
trade leaders believe that competi- 
tion will be so keen that it will take 
time and other methods to halt 
widespread dualing. 

Back of this idea of reducing the 
number of features turned out an- 


(Continued on page 21) 


END DUALS 





out before most of the cases go on} 
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Philly's No. 2 Road 


Company of U. S. 


Anti-Trust Suit; WB Now the Target 





Can’t Can-Can 





Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

‘Zaza’ was deprived of her 
can-can through a second oper- 
ation ordered by the Hays of- 
fice. First whittling removed 
part of the objections, but a 
sneak preview in Frisco dis- 
closed need of a major opera- 
tion. 

George Cukor was called 
back to direct three more days 
of retakes. 


IN - BETWEENER’ 
FILMS, NEW 
TREND 











Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

New type of features, known as 
the ‘in-betweener,’ is being devel- 
oped in Hollywood to cope with the 
financial tightness in the film indus- 
try. Budgets range from $250,000 to 
$500,000, depending on overhead 
charges in the individual studios. 

Middle-course idea is largely the 
result of such B-plus pictures as 
Metro’s ‘Love Finds Andy Hardy,’ 
which cost about $500,000 and will 
gross an estimated $2,500,000. 

Production heads are intent on 
bringing down the budgets on the top 
of the dual program to meet the re- 
duced income from foreign fields. 

At 20th-Fox, Darryl Zanuck is 
meeting the situation by increasing 
funds for~ the Sol Wurtzel unit, 
which has been stripped from its B 
classification. From now on pictures 
will be designated as coming from 
the Zanuck or the Wurtzel unit. 
There is no longer an A or B pro- 
duction. 

At Paramount, the Harold Hurley 
unit not only gets a boosted budget, 
but its own publicity organization. 
Universal is devoting as much atten- 
tion to its low-budget pictures as it 
is to its $1,000,000 offerings. War- 
ners is enlarging the scope of the 
Bryan Foy unit and other studios 
are acting accordingly. 


Sarecky Out of U 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Barney Sarecky and Universal 
parted Monday at termination of the 
associate producer’s contract. 
For past three years he handled 
studio’s westerns and serials. 








Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Wave of economy on the RKO lot 
washed out players, writers, associ- 
ate producers and office help alike. 
Virtually a skeleton force is run- 
ning the studio, despite the fact that 
six pictures are working. 

Latest trio of players dropped 
from the contract roster are Fran- 
ces Mercer and Jack Carson, cur- 
rently in “The Castles,’ and Lee Bow- 
man, playing in ‘Love Affair.’ New 
policy of the studio is to take actors 
on one-picture deals. 

Writing staff reached a new low, 
with only 12 on the payroll. Of 
these seven are working from week 
to week. During the fall months last 
year the studio had from 30 to 40 
writers busy. 

On the associate producer side, 
Lou Lusty has already left the lot 
and B. P. Fineman leaves at the com- 





still falling on stenographers and 
secretaries, 


Dat OF Debbil Economy Plows RKO 
Payroll; Studio on Skeleton Staff 
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Considine Rejects New 
M-G Pact, Leaves Studio 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
John Considine, Jr., Metro pro- 
ducer, is checking out tomorrow, 
Wednesday, at the completion of his 
contract. 
Metro offered him a new deal 
which he turned down. 


Dover Decamps 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
William Dover, in charge of 
writers and directors personnel at 
20th-Fox, turned in his resignation 
to Darryl Zanuck. 
Although his future plans are in- 











pletion of his current job. Axe is definite, Dover said he preferred the 


production rather than the executive 
phase of pictures. 





Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

Replica of the monopoly suit filed 
by the Government with a few ad- 
ditions for good measure, including 
a demand for divorcement of the 
Warner Bros. Circuit, was filed by 
an indie here against 12 major af- 
filiated exhibs, distribs and produ- 
cers. Suit was started in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court last Wedflesday (16). 

Preliminary hearing was held by 
Judge George Welsh on Friday (18) 
who took the charges of wide mon- 
opolistic practices so seriously he 
originally ordered attorneys for both 
sides to appear at a later hearing 
with completely prepared cases so 
that he might go completely into the 
matter. This hearing would have 
been held some time in January, but 
further developments in the case 
over the weekend caused Judge 
Welsh yesterday (Monday) to call a 
second meeting for tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday ). 


Injunction-seeking exhib is Her- 
bert J. Elliott, indie op of the Fern 
Rock theatre. His case is being tried 
by State Senator Harry Shapiro, 
who is so incensed at the alleged 
monopolistic practices of Warner 
Bros., that he announced he would 
sponsor a theatre divorcement bill 
when the legislature convenes in 


January. One of the Democratic’ 


leaders in the Senate, his word car- 
ries considerable weight. 


Elliott’s Pfg. Pix 


At the preliminary hearing last. 


Friday, with agreement of counsel 
for the defendants, Judge Welsh 
issued an order forbidding any 
Warner house from. using. ‘Straight, 
Place and Show’, ‘That Certain Age” 
and ‘Hold That Co-ed’ until after 
they had played the Fern Rock. 
Crux of Elliott’s whole. suit is that 


WB, by continually building or buy- ° 


ing up theatres around him, has 


pushed him back to an unprofitable - 


run. Injunction. on the three pix 


was asked by Shapiro on the plea - 


that any delay would put Elliott 
right out of business his profits have 
been so badly cut. 

However, Elliott claims that WB 
immediately broke the moral effect 
of this injunction by subbing ‘Drums’ 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Trade Regards U. S. 


— 


Suit Vs. B&K 


In Chi as a Fishing Expedition To 
Aid the No. 1 Civil Case in N. Y. 





Reaction in the trade during the 
past 10 days to the court action in 
criminal form against Balaban & 
Katz, Paramount, Loew’s, RKO 
Radio, 20th-Fox, United Artists, Uni- 
versal and Warner Bros., and Barney 
Balaban individually, in which viola- 
tion of the 1932 consent decree was 
charged, is that these criminal pro- 
ceedings really constitute a fishing 
expedition for the big civil Federal 
suit against the eight major compa- 
nies and affiliates and subsidiaries 
filed in New York City. It is held 
rather ‘obvious’ to legal lights in the 
industry that the Government attor- 
neys are hopeful of uncovering data' 
which might help its Federal civil 
action. 


In governmental quarters the at- 
torneys themselves do not expect a 
guilty verdict in the most recently 
filed Chicago action. But the same 
attorneys will be the important legal 
chiefs when Thurman Arnold pro- 
ceeds against the film companies and 
circuits on the cease-and-desist order. 

Chicago case goes back to the ac- 
tion started in 1928 against Balaban 
& Katz, et al., and latterly to 1932, 
when the defendants and the Govern- 


+ 





Tease Is Off 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Freddie Fralick, one of the 
pioneers in the rush of Holly- 
wood agents to Sunset Strip, has 





moved his agency to Beverly 
Hills. 
Rush of agencies to ‘The 


Strip,’ beyond the L. A. limits, 
was a ruse to escape the expense 
of city licenses. 











COSMO LABEL 


STAYS AT WB 








ANOTHER YR. | 


| 





Extension of the Warner contract 


ander which six pic- 


HOOT GIBSON’S SAPOLIO 


DEFENSE IN 506 SUIT 





Atlanta, Nov. 22. 
Hoot Gibson, screen actor and 
circus performer, last week denied 
he had violated a 20-week contract 
with Macon Circus Equipment Co., 
as charged in suit for $50,000 dam- 
ages filed in Fulton superior court. 
Cowboy actor was served with copy 
of suit when he appeared here re- 

cently with Robbins Bros. Circus. 
In his answer Gibson claims con- 


| tract in question was ordered ‘set- 
| tled and cancelled’ by Circuit court 


of Michigan's Washtenaw county, 
prior to filing of action here. 
Elaborating further in his answer, 
horse opera star further set out that 
his circus and screen performances 
appeal primarily to children and it 
is therefore imperative that no 


i} scandal attach to his moniker, lest 


it queer him with moppet trade at 
box office. 

Gibson alleges he was forced to 
leave circus operating under name 
of Macon Circus Equipment Co. be- 
cause it permitted licentious side- 
shows, open gambling and because 
circus employees drank heavily. He 
further charges that his employers 
tried to defraud him out of certain 
percentages of gross revenues pro- 
vided under his contract and that 
they carried no workmen’s compen- 
sation insurance as required by law. 

Macon company’s suit, scheduled 
for trial in December, alleges 20- 


with W. R. Hearst’s Cosmopolitan | week contract became effective April 
Productions, 


8, 1937, but Gibson jumped show 





ment signed a consent decree. 


Basic feature of the suit against B. 
& K. and eight other defendants is 
that the defendants granted unrea- 
sonable and arbitrary protection and 
Cunaffil- 
in favor of those 
owned, operated or controlled by de- 
It also mentions, 
as usual, the restricting of the course 
of interstate commerce and trade, 
and preventing the unaffiliated from 
getting suilable product in first-run 
Complaint 
charges that the practices extended 


clearance over competing 
jiated) theatres 


fendant exhibitors. 


and other § situations. 


over the past three years. 


Among the long array of charges is 
one to the effect that collusion or 
agreement was used in preventing 
unaffiliated exhibitors from getting 
films suitable for first-run exhibition 


in Chicago. 


tures yearly carry the Cosmo label, 
is being discussed in New York. Re- 
ported likely that a new deal will be 
made with the Hearst interests, con- 
tinuing relations for one year or 
more from Dec. 31. Ed Hatrick, now 
east, is representing Cosmo in the 
negotiations, while Grad Sears and 
Charlie Einfeld are handling the 
matter from the Warner end. 


Although Warners is expected to 
continue with Hearst, with exten- 
sive exploitation in Hearst newspa- 
pers and magazines involved, unlike- 
ly that Marion Davies who starred 
in Cosme pictures will be included 
in product to be made. Presumption 
is that Miss Davies has retired per- 
manently from the screen. 


Cosmo productions this summer 
and fall include ‘Cowboy From 
Brooklyn,’ ‘Racket Busters,’ ‘Gold Is 
Where You Find It’ and ‘Over the 


Complaint lists the theatres in the 
Chicago loop suited for showing first- 
run pictures as follows, according to 
seating capacity: Chicago, Oriental 
(no operator given), Palace, State- 
Lake, McVickers, United Artists, 
Roosevelt, Apollo, Woods and Gar- 
rick. All excepting the Oriental, 
State-Lake and Woods is credited 
with being B. & K. and Paramount 
operated. Petition then goes on to 
stress why and how the Oriental, 
State-Lake and Woods should be first 
run and entitled to class pictures on 
that basis. 


Some Trade Inside Stuff 
A point is made that Barney Bala- 





ban has an interest in the Roosevelt 
theatre building, which is principally 
owned and controlled by Balaban. It 
is claimed in the petition that the 
Roosevelt is leased by the defendant 
exhibitors at $5,000 per week. Con- 
siderable detail is entered into in an 
effort to establish this point. 

Though the Government lawyers 
claim it belongs to Barney Balaban, 
it doesn’t. -At one time the theatre 
belonged to the Balaban Trust Fund 
and then tc B. & K. Reported price 
paid for the property is $1,900,000. 
Although the house is on State street, 
it is considered an extremely bad 
Tocation. It is knuwn as a matter of 
record that efforts were made to 
trade the property off many. times. 
Even last year B & K. tried to give 
the theatre and the property to the 
Marshall Field estate in exchange 
just for the property on which the 
State-Lake theatre and building 
stands. MF interests would not take 
it. Also known that some picture 
companies refuse to play the house. 

Much to-do is made over the rela- 
tions between defendant exhibitors 
and the State-Lake theatre in the 
aciion filed by the Government. 
Those in the trade know the S-L 
theatre, built by Martin Beck and 
Mort. Singer, as being a terrific 
money maker for years, both with 
pictures and vaudeville. Estimated 
that the house showed a profit of 
$600,000 in one year. At one time it 
was neglected, run down and forced 
to shutter. It was not until the Bala- 
ban Trust Fund took the water out of 
the bonds and got the building into 
proper form that any operation of it 
was worth while. 

Then on a percentage déal and no 











Wall,’ while on the way are ‘Going 
Places’ and ‘Wings of Navy.’ 





AL WILKIE MAY SHIFT 
WEST INTO PAR POST 


A publicity-advertising head at the 
studio, to supervise the publicity di- 
vision now headed separately by 
Terry DeLapp and the ad branch 
which is in top charge of Cliff Lewis, 
will probably be installed at the 
Paramount studio. It may he Al 
Wilkie, publicity manager of Par at 
the home office under Bob Gillham. 

The Coast has not had a combined 
publicity-ad head since Chris Dun- 
phy resigned the post to become 
assistant to Adolph Zukor, later 
coming east. 








shall Field took it over on a peculiar, 
cheap, original policy. This policy 
never demanded, nor could it stand, 
high-class films. It needs second 
run films, or Class B and C product. 
Defendant spokesmen are expected to 
show that the theatre never had any 
trouble getting these pictures. 

Other unaffiliated theatre over 
which the petitioners are concerned 
is the Oriental, constructed during 
the heyday of financing back in 1927- 
28. It also was built and operated on 
a particular policy, known in Chicago 
as the Paul Ash policy. House en- 
joyed terrific profitable years then. 

But the policy faded. B. & K. tried 
everything. It attempted first-run 
product and it failed on a big scale. 
It experimented with shows, bands 
and finished off with the choicest 
United Artists features. All these 
failed, so they closed the theatre. 
Aaron Jones now has taken over the 
house and will inaugurate another 
new polity and idea—vaudefilm, us- 
ing ‘A’ and ‘B’ product. 

Government claim is that first-run 
product was denied the Oriental. 
Present setup, so Chicago exhibitors 
aver, was offered United Artist first- 
run features not contracted in Chi- 
cago, but deal fell through because 
only a one-year pact was offered. Re- 
ported that Jones offered $8,000 per 
week for these first-runners, but 
turned it down because only a 








land joined a rival circus three 
| months later. 

Paul Conway, prez of Macon Cir- 
‘cus Equipment Co., following filing 
'of Gibson's answer, accused Gibson 
lof attempting to prejudice public 
|with remarks about the $50,000 
| breach of contract suit. Conway, in 
;Macon, branded as untrue state- 
iments concerning licentious side- 
| shows and drinking by employees. 
Conway says Gibson left show 
when offered more money by rival 
circus. 


Schnoz Caught Between 
Two Jobs, Passes Up Pic 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Jimmy Durante, tied up by two 
conflicting jobs, was released by 
Metro from his commitment in the 
picture, ‘Song of the West.’ 
Comic’s Chicago nitery job clashed 
with the film shooting schedule. 











Jimmy Durante didn’t figure on 
Dwight Deere Wiman calling re- 
hearsals so soon on ‘Swing to the 
Left,’ and hoped to sandwich the Nel- 
son Eddy film in before he started on 
the Broadway stage musical. Both 
dates clashed however. Completing 
a stay at Chez Paree, Chicago, 
Schnoz must check into New York 
for the Wiman show next week. 


JAS. ROOSEVELT DENIES 
OFFER OF PICTURE JOB 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
James Roosevelt left for Wash- 
ington, denying a report that he had 
been offered a motion picture job. 
President’s son said he had re- 
signed as his father’s secretary be- 
cause of his health. 


Wilcox’s Coast Quest 
For Anna Neagle Lead 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Herbert Wilcox, English film pro- 
ducer, is on the Coast to discuss 
plans for an Anglo-American picture 
for which he wants a name player 
from Hollywood opposite Anna 
Neagle. 

Several other VU. S. players also 
sought for the picture to be made in 
London, 


Jack Warner In Thurs. 


Jack L. Warner, due in from Eu- 
rope tomorrow (Thurs.), leaves for 
the Coast Dec. 3, under plans, after 
home office discussions on 1939-40 
program plans and other matters 
bearing on production. He went over 
to London to attend the opening of 
the Warner there recently. 























guarantee, Aaron Jones with Mar-!single-year deal. 





Sam Morris, head of foreign op- 
erations, is in New York now. 
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Waits on Pitt P.A. Date 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 22. 

Dick Foran's return to Hollywood 
has been delayed another week to 
permit him to fill previously sched- 
uled date at Stanley, WB deluxer 
here. He opens Friday (25) with 
Roger Pryor’s band, Maxine Sullivan, 
Ann Miller, Weire Bros. and 7 Redy- 
sons. 

Foran’s first picture under new 
20th-Fox deal, ‘Winner Take All,’ 
originally slated to get the gun 
Monday (28) but it will be set back 
until his return. 


GN’S OWN BRIT. 
ORG. UPSETS 
BERNERD 








Grand National will set up its 
own distribution organization in 
England. Formal announcement of 


this was made yesterday (Tuesday) 
by E. W. Hammons, president of 
Grand National Pictures, Inc., who 
said that final arrangements were 
made by transatlantic telephone 
over the weekend. The GN plans 
for operation in the United Kingdom 
also provide for the production by 
the company of its English quota 
pictures, which will include about 
eight features the first season. 

One of the managing directors of 
the new company will be Edward R. 
Russell, now managing director of 
Educational Films Co., Lid., asso- 
ciated with Educ. for 18 years. Rus- 
sell is starting immediately to set 
up the new organization. 

This move upsets an heretofore 
proposed deal with Jeffrey Bernerd, 
ex-Gaumont-British executive. 





Bernerd’s Outfit 
London, Nov. 22. 

New company has been formed 
here with a City bankroll, headed 
by Jeffrey Bernerd, with Howard 
Walsh, head of Vogue Films, in an 
executive position. A deal was on to 
distribute Grand National product, 
including Educational Pictures, for 
the next five years in England. Com- 
pany was also to have made quota 
pictures for GN here with British & 
Dominions Films having a financial 
interest and Jack Raymond to pro- 
duce. Understood first picture would 
be ‘Band Wagon,’ regular British 
Broadcasting Corp. radio feature. 
Bernerd obtained a release on his 
Gaumont-British contract, which had 
two and a half years to go, and 
called for his getting $60,000 a 
year. Contract has now been settled 
on a basis of $47,500 a year. Under- 
standing is Bernerd had verbal in- 
structions to close the Grand Na- 
tional deal as soon as he had the GB 
settlement in writing. However, 
some opposition from New York 
cropped up over the weekend. 


KAUFMAN’S $25,000 
SUIT FOR ASSAULT 


Sidney Kaufman, film and radio 
scripter, last week served summons, 
answerable in N: Y. supreme court, 
on Alfred K. Stern, broker and 
former son-in-law of Julius Rosen- 
wald, the late philanthropist, alleg- 
ing he was bodily assauited by Stern 
without provocation, in the publicity 
offices of Metro last Wednesday (16.) 
Kaufman, who headquarters in the 
M-G press dept., is demanding $25,000 
damages. 

Stern refused to comment on ecom- 
plaint thus far. He recently married 
Martha Dodd daughter of ex-Am- 
bassador (to Germany) William E. 
Dodd. Her book on Germany is due 
for Harcourt-Brace publication in 
February. 


OWEN AS SCROCGE 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Lionel Barrymore, prevented by 
illness from acting in ‘The Christmas 
Carol’ at Metro, made a one-reeler to 
exploit the picture and to introduce 
Reginald Owen. 

Owen was personally nominated by 
Barrymore for the role of Old 
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New Producing Group in Grand 
National Buys Out Fine Arts 


Foran’s Ist 20th-Fox Pic 





Purchase of substantially all the 
assets of Fine Arts Pictures, Inc. 
and assumption of its production ob- 
ligations under its contract with 
Grand National, by a newly organ. 
ized producing corporation, was an. 
nounced late last night (Tuesday) 
by E. W. Hammons, president of 
Grand National Pictures, Inc. 

Organization of a new company, 
‘headed by men with long m tion 
picture experience,’ [according to the 
statement and the GN prez who can. 
not amplify beyond that just now], 
and its agreement to take over all 
the terms and conditions incorpo- 
rated in the Fine Arts contract, gives 
GN positive assurance that it will 
receive all the product which Fine 
Arts agreed to deliver. Franklyn 
Warner is head of FA and had been 
in New York more than a week, 
huddling with Hammons on a deal 
that, at first, pointed to his possible 
dominance in the GN organization, 

In addition, the new company as- 
sures the production of at least two 
top ‘A’ pictures in this group (Fine 
Arts) and agrees to raise the pro- 
duction budget substantially on all 
future pictures. 

Grand National will continue to 
distribute the three completed Fine 
Arts productions and will also re- 
lease the new FA picture tentatively 
titled ‘Long Shot,’ now being edited 
and scored. 

Warner, when queried on the 
statement issued by Hammons, said 
that Fine Arts had other production 
plans in mind. 

Announcement by Hammons came 
as result of a meeting all yesterday 
(Tuesday) afternoon among Ham- 
mons, Warner, Jack Skirball, Ed- 
ward L. Alperson, Norman Nichol- 
son, attorney for Hammons, and 
Sam Berkowitz, Grand National 
franchise holder. 

A large increase in the number 
of pictures Fine Arts would make for 
Grand National release was looked 
for, following the many conferences 
in New York between Warner and 
Hammons. 

Of the 44 features, two special at- 
tractions, 24 westerns and 44 shorts 
originally lined up by Hammons for 
the 1938-39 season, there were to 
be a series of westerns to be pro- 
duced by George Hirliman (Coro- 
nado Pictures) as well as a second 
Coronado series with Dorothy Page 
(‘singing cowgirl’), another three 
pictures to be made by Phil Krasne 
(Cinemarts Productions) and a 
fourth series to be made by Grand 
National itself, with Tex Fletcher. 

It was Franklyn Warner's intention 
to secure representation on the GN 
board of directors for his Fine Arts 
interests. Producer may get away to 
Coast by tonight (Wednesday) after 
the Board of Educational Pictures, 
Inc., meets today for annual election 
of officers. Stockholders’ annual 
meeting was last week. 





Coast Slant 
Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Up until the Warner-GN deal fell 
through the future of Grand Na- 
tional Pictures was believed to rest 
with Franklyn Warner. He was re- 
ported to be withholding producti 
finances on that program unti] he 
could move into a dominant : 
tion in GN’s management with 
esentation on the board of « 

There existed also the pos i) \\y of 
a complete takeover of GN by War- 
ner and his asscciates, {c!|owing re- 
ported failure of Hamii: to raise 
$1,500,000 either in the U. S. or Eng- 
land, which would be needed for 
operating of GN’s releasing setup and 
‘in production of pictures the com- 
Pany itself would make. 

Hammons’ recent trip to London te 
secure financial aid from British dis- 
tribution companies, with British and 
European rights to GN product as 
the lure, is. reported to have been 
unsuccessful. While John Maxwell 
of British International Pictures is 
said to have made Hammons a prop- 
osition, it is understood to have fallen 
far short of Hammons’ expectation. 

That proposition called for advanc- 
ing of a flat sum by BIP on delivery 
of each feature by GN, and is said to 
have been nixed by the Fine Arts 
group, which, under its court-ap- 
proved contract, reserved the right 
to pass on any deals lined up by 
Hammons. 

Warner was also reported opposed 
to Hammons’ desire to move GN 
headquarters to Hollywood, includ- 
ing the sales department. Warner 
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SCRIBES REBUKE STUDIOS. 





Several Show Biz Groups Enlist 
In Refugee Succor; Benefits S.R.0. 


Film art directors and publicity 
executives of motion picture com- 
panies met yesterday in New York to 
organize a $50,000 fund to aid the 
German refugees. 

Plan is to get noted American 
painters and illustrators to donate 
original art work and committees 
would then attempt to sell 100,000 
tickets at 50c each and raffle off the 
contributed pictures. Idea is to con- 
trast world art and culture with the 
current inhumanity abroad. 


Sardi meeting resulted in several 
committees being appointed to 





handle finances and make contacts in 
the industry for pushing ticket sales. 
A second meeting has been called for 
next Monday (28), and present out- 
look is that the drive will develop 
into a quasiofficial industry matter. 


Barney Balaban is reported very 
interested in the scheme and has 
offered to contact important execu- 
tives among all the film companies in 
an effort to make the drive suc- 
cessful, 

Other important factors in film and 
legit business are taking individual 
action to contribute money or raise 
funds in the fight against Fascism 
and Nazism. The Hollywood Anti- 
Nazi League for the Defense of 
American Democracy last Friday 
(18) held a mass meeting at the Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium in Los An- 
geles, with prominent directors and 
film players among the principal 
speakers. Receipts from admissions 


- were contributed to the Refugee 
_ Fund, 


In New York Sunday night (Nov. 
20) the Playwrights Group gave spe- 
cial performances of their shows, 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ and ‘Abra- 
ham Lincoln in Illinois,’ proceeds 
also being donated to the cause. 


Prominent picture theatre circuits 
throughout the country are contrib- 
uting some of their boxoffice receipts, 
and the monies taken in by the 
‘Night of Stars’ benefit at Madison 
Square Garden last week was also 
donated to refugees, 

Sunday Legits Sell Out 

A test of Sunday night per- 
formances for legit was made Sun- 
day (20) in New York when three 
shows played benefits. ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois,’ at the Plymouth, and 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ at the 
Barrymore, were given in aid of 
German refugees, while ‘Kiss the 


‘Boys Goodbye,’ at the Miller, played 


for the Stage Relief Fund. All 
played to capacity, including standees 
for the first two named. ‘Kiss’ 
turned away patronage. 

Robert E. Sherwood, who wrote 
‘Lincoln,’ assailed those responsible 
for the German atrocities, being 
particularly denunciative against 
Hitler in his curtain speech. Max- 
well Anderson who, like Sherwood, 
is a Pulitzer prize-winner, at the 
also con- 
demned the dictator, 

‘Lincoln’ and ‘Holiday’ got around 
$5,300, with ‘Kiss’ drawing $2,100. 
Musicians work gratis for refugee 
benefits and it’s expected the stage- 
hands will likewise do so, although 
the union is required to vote on the 
proposal Sunday (27), 

Leblang’s agency sold some tickets 
for the refugee shows at $1 and $2 

(Continued on page 19) 


INA CLAIRE TO MAKE 
IST FILM IN 5 YEARS 


Ina Claire, who left over the week- 
end for Culver City and a new 
Metro contract. will mark her first 
film appearance in five years. 

She. goes into the next Hedy 
Lamarr-Spencer Tracy film, but her 
deal calls for time out for a Broad- 
way play, as and when. Lyons & 
Lyons agented. 











Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Ina Claire checks in at Metro tltis 
week for a featured role in ‘I Take 
This Woman,’ originally slated for 
Fanny Brice, 


+ 





H’wood Standoff 





Los Angeles, Nov. 22. 

Nobody owes anybody any- 
thing in the suit between Merle 
Oberon and Lyle W. Rucker, 
attorney. Lawyer had sued ac- 
tress for $5,480, the balance of 
a $11,480 bill for legal services. 
Actress had sued lawyer for 
$5,000, claiming that the $6,000 
she had paid was $5,000 too 
much, 

Superior Judge Edward R. 
Brand called it 50-50. 














NW MPTO Looks 
To Self - Reg. To 


Solve Problems 





Seattle, Nov. 22. 

Annual conclave of Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of Northwest, in- 
cluding Washington, Oregon, Idaho 
and Alaska, was held here last Fri- 
day (18) when varied problems were 
freely discussed by the exhibs. How- 
ever, the usual resolutions were not 
passed, the reason being that action 
was deemed useless in the face of 
the industry conferences now in 
progress in New York City. These 
are considered the backbone of the 
stand the industry will take and 
what is likely to follow in the way 
of state or Federal legislation. Gen- 
eral approval was voiced on action 
taken on the program at the Okla- 
homa City meetings of the national 
group. ° 

Hugh Bruen, owner of the 45th St. 
theatre here, and also three houses 
in Whittier, Calif:, is one of the three 
western operators comprising the 
delegation at the N. Y. conferences. 

What happens there, it is fondly 
hoped here, will be ihe successful 
culmination of what theatre men 
have been striving for during the 
past two years—self regulation with 
the force of law behind it. 

General discussion brought out 
several defécts now existent, among 
them the varied clearance dates in 
effect in Washington state; from 28 
days in some country districts to 52 
days in Seattle. 

‘Prices of admission and not buy- 
ing power’ should determine clear- 
ances was one angle of the mooted 
question. 

On legislation, J. M. Hone, ex-sec. 
of the association, said in his annual 
report: ‘The Neely-Pettingill bill 
against blind buying and block book- 
ing no doubt will come up before 
the coming session of Congress, Lo- 
cally exhibitors were divided. over 
this bill, some being for and some 
against it. It is my prediction that 
unless the  producer-distributors 
make some drastic changes in their 
relation with exhibitors as to the 
present standard contract and the 
methods used, there will be national 
and state legislation.’ 

*The giveaways committee report- 
ed absence of giveaways, lotteries 
and games of chance in this district. 

So well satisfied were the dele- 
gates at the convention that all of- 
ficers were reelected as follows: L. 
O. Lukan, Seattle, president; Mil- | 
burn Kenworthy, Moscow, Ida.; Paul | 
Auft, Seattle, and Cecil Gwinn, Cen- 
tralia, vice presidents; and J. M. 
Hone, executive-sec. John Hamrick, 
Seattle, Mildred Bishop, Lewiston, 
Ida., and Henry Davidson, Port An- 
geles, elected new trustees. 


Who Goes There? 





|Wagner Act Violation Cited | 





Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Edward G. Robinson’s next starrer | 
is ‘Footsteps In the Dark,’ based on | 
a Hungarian play by 
Fodor. 
Anatole Litvak is slated to direct 
the picture, which rolls in January. | 


WARN PRODUCERS 
ON ANY &. P. DEAL 








| 
If Agreement with Screen 


Playwrights Amended —| 
Producers’ Good Faith’ 
Questioned — Five - Day 
Week Being Studied 





MULL AGENT PENALTY | 
| 
Hollywood, Nov. 22. | 
Screen Writers Guild has warned | 
producers not to entertain any fur- | 
ther negotiations with Screen Play- | 
wrights, Inc. In a letter to heads of 
the major companies, Charles Brack- 
ett, SWG prexy, said any attempt 
to amend the ‘so-called agreement’ 
with SP would be interpreted as a | 
violation of the National Labor Re- 
lations Act. 


Tops in SWG pointed out that vio- 
lations of the Wagner Act are pun- 
ishable by both fine and imprison- 
ment, and indicated any further 
negotiations between producers and 
the SP would call for aggressive ac- 
tion by the Guild. The SWG al- 
ready has one petition pending be- 
fore the National Labor Relations 
Board charging major companies 
with unfair labor practice for re- 
fusing to recognize the organization 
as sole bargaining agent for scriv- 
eners. 

Brackett’s letter to executives fol- 
lows: 

‘We noticed in the Hollywood 
Dairy Variety of Nov. 8, 1938, the 
article appearing on the first page 
thereof entitled, ‘Ask Penalty If 
Writers Waylaid.’ This article stated 
that the organization known as the 
Screen Playwrights, Inc., was about 
to demand of certain motion picture 
producing corporations that they 
add to the so-called agreement be- 
tween the Screen Playwrights, Inc., 
and certain producers, a provision 
providing a penalty clause for omis- 
sion of valid screen credits. 

‘You are already aware, of course, 
that the Screen Writers Guild, Inc., 
is the sole legal representative for 
the purpose of collective bargaining 
with you as respects screen writers 
employed by your studio. 

‘This letter will serve to advise 
you that with regard to any nego- 
tiations which you may carry on 
through the Screen Playwrights, 
Inc., such negotiations are not only 
illegal under the provisions of the 
National Labor Relations Act, but 
also raise an additional serious 
question as to your good faith in 
bargaining with any organization 
other than the representative of the 
majority of the screen writers em- 
ployed in your studio, namely, the 
Screen Writers Guild, Inc.’ 

Oppose Pact Tampering 

Shortly after dispatch of the 
Brackett letter by registered mail, 
Leonard S. Janofsky, SWG counsel, 
forwarded a second communication 
cautioning the producers not to act 
on request of the SP to negotiate 
agreement covering television rights 
and screen credits. Counsel in- 
dicated that the SWG would go into 
Federal court if necessary in an ef- 
fort to prevent any changes being 
made in present pact between the 
producers and the SP. 

Several major companies are con- 
sidering adoption of a five-day week 
if the new wage and hour law in- 











UA Board Meets Primarily On 
Prod. Plans for ‘38-9; Silverstone 
Urges Greater Anglo-U. S. Pix Co-op 





Note the Quote 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Rather than take a lashing 
with a studio ‘bull’ whip, 
Charles Bickford passed up a 
$20,000 job in Cecil B. DeMille’s 
‘Union Pacific’ at Paramount. 
Akhim Tamiroff is assigned to 
throw the ‘bull’ whip. 

When Bickford became bear- 
ish, Brian Donlevy went bullish 
and grabbed off the 20-grand 
job. It calls for a lashing by a 
bully. 














Censors. 
derers and members of the Board’s 
staff are 
which always change hands with 
administrations. 


bers are 
pullers, not socially-minded with a 





terferes with 54 and 60-hour pro- 
duction schedules. Pat Casey, pro- 
ducer labor contact, has advised 
companies to stand pat until some 
definte ruling is handed down in 
Washington, but executives are ap- 





prehensive lest they become in- 
volved in some legal tangle unless 
immediate preparations are made to | 
comoly with law. } 

Casey spent several hours in con- 
ference with Joseph M. Schenck 
upon his arrival on the Coast, and 


Louis B. Mayer and E. J. Mannix. | 


Clerical workers and others have.al- | 


(Continued on page 17) 


Add Headaches: 
Pa.'s New Censor 


Board a Worry 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 
With overturn of the present 
Pennsy State administration at the 





election this month, film men here 


are looking forward with trepidation 
to the naming of the new Board of 
Jobs as official pic gan- 


juicy patronage plums 


Which is the prin- 
cipal reason why the industry here 


looks with so much disrespect and 


disdain on the Board, for the mem- 
merely political wire- 


real knowledge of audience reaction 
and human psychology. 


Inasmuch as appointments as Cen- 
sors are wholly political, film men 
are hoping that at least one of those 
named will have a knowledge of the 
industry and its problems, instead 
of coming in cold. They are not 
necessarily looking for anyone sym- 
pathetic toward the film business, 
but someone with at least a good 
technical knowledge of what the in- 
dustry faces, . + 


Despite its political makeup, film- 
row will hate to see the present 
Board go, for it has had the best rec- 
ord for getting along with distribu- 
tors of any Board in history. On the 
other hand, it has also gotten more 
front-page publicity through its 
nixes. Pix which have been 
thumbed-down, however, have all 
been of the freak variety, usually 
political or pseudo-health, and none 
have been distributed by the regu- 
larly-recognized outlets. Many more 
of these films have been passed re- 
cently than earlier in the Board’s 
regime, though, probably because it 
has come to realize that it is being 
used merely as a publicity sounding- 
board and the pix get very little 
play anyhow. 

Film men are particularly unhappy 
to see the passing of Patrick Duffy, 
only male member of the present 
board of three. He had come to be 
popular as ‘one of the boys.’ Other 
members are Mrs. A. Mitchell Pal- 
mer, wife of the wartime Attorney- 
General, and Mrs. Hester Fye. 


METRO’S $30,000 RAP 
FOR FILMING ACCIDENT 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Metro has been ordered by the 








| Los Angeles Federal Court to pay 


$30,000 to the widow of Kresten 
Gonmesen, washed overboard while 
the studio was making ‘Captains 
Courageous.’ 

Court held Metro negligent in 


Ladislaus later went to Metro to talk with | sending to sea an unseaworthy and 


insufficiently manned 
denying the studio's 


vessel, in 
petition for 


| exoneration of liability. 





—_—— 





Meeting of United Artists board of 
directors in New York last week, 
which was attended by Maurice Sil- 
verstone, general manager, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Mary Pickford, Charles 
Schwartz, legal representative for 
Charles Chaplin, James A. Mulvey 
for Samuel Goldwyn, Emanuel Sil- 
verstone for London Films (Korda) 
and Dennis F. O’Brien, UA counsel, 
was taken up entirely by discussions 
about productions to be made for the 
1939-1940 season. Talks will be con- 
tinued at the next board meeting 
Nov, 30. 

Out of last week’s preliminary con- 
fab came definite indication that 
United Artists will offer a consider- 
able increase in the number of pic- 
tures to be released next year. Ac- 
cording to Silverstone, Chaplin will 
definitely produce one picture start- 
ing in January, 1939, and Fairbanks 
will produce one and possibly two 
out of a contemplated series of three 
pictures which will have British and 
continental financing behind them. 
Goldwyn’s program is being lined up 
this week with indications he will 
turn out a total of eight films. 

If pictures are delivered as they 
shape up on this’ preliminary sched- 
ule, and if all producers contribute, 
as a minimum, the same amoypnt of 
films announced for the ’38-39 sea- 
son, United Artists will have some 
30, or more, pictures to sell next sea- 
son, instead of 24 being distributed 
this season. Goldwyn this season is 
contributing three pictures, David 
O. Selznick two, Walter Wanger 
four, Hal Roach five. Korda five, Ed- 
ward Small five. 

Fairbanks has not decided which 
picture he will produce first. It may 
be a film based on the life of Lola 
Montez, UA executives doubt he 
will be able to produce three or even 
two picture in 1939, anticipations be- 
ing the producer will take six to 
seven months for his first one, it be- 
ing Fairbanks’ intention to devote 
plenty of time and effort in turning 
out a fine quality product on the oc- 
casion of his resumption as an active 
producer. Whichever pictures he 
makes, UA will release. 

Mulvey to the Coast 

Mulvey, Goldwyn’s eastern busi- 
ness representative, leaves for Coast 
next week (30) to confer with 
the producer on lineup of picture 
Goldwyn plans to make for next sea- 
son. While all his plans have not 
been set so far, studio sources pre- 
dict he will turn out eight produc- 
tions. This would tend to keep 
Goldwyn at the top of the heap in 
UA producing ranks, at least from 

(Continued on page 17) 


HULBURD MUST TAKE 
IT EASY FOR A WHILE 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

Merritt Hulburd, who recently 
inked a pact with David O. Selznick 
as a producer at Selznick-Interna- 
tional, is seriously ill at the Chest- 
nut Hill hospital here. He is recup- 
erating satisfactorily from a serious 
operation, but will be unable to 
make the jaunt to the Coast or think 
seriously about flickers for some 
time, doctors said. Illness is delay- 
ing production of ‘Intermezzo,’ Hul- 
burd’s first assignment under. the 
new termer. 

Hulburd just about a year ago quit 
a $1,250-a-week spot with Sam Gold- 
wyn to return to his former job as 
associate editor of the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post at $300 a week. He said 
at the time, he was leaving Holly- 
wood because hours were too long 
and work too nerve-racking. 

Quieter SEPost job apparently 
didn’t agree with him, either because 
he had a breakdown and was forced 
to resign at the end of August. Fol- 
lowing his return from the Mayo 
Clinic, he signed with Selznick, in- 
tending to go west about Nov. 1 
under a contract which allowed him 

















three months a year rest. 
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Favor Hays Office Supervision 
For Next Year’s Silver Jubilee 





With another ‘greatest picture’ 
campaign for 1939 now assured, just 
what form it will take, and under 
whose auspices it will be managed, 
are things that must be decided in 
the next few weeks. Prevailing 
opinion is that some decision must 
be made before the start of next 
year so that preparations need not 
be hurried. 

Advertising-publicity bally next 
year will be the industry’s 50th an- 
niversary celebration. At the pres- 
ent time there is talk of taking the 
silver jubilee before the Hays office 














Five Majors Dicker For 
Release of ‘Pinocchio’ 


Holiywood, Nov. 22. 
With five major companies offering 
to release ‘Pinocchio,’ Walt Disney 
is deferring negotiations until more 
complete returns are in on ‘Snow 
White.” Offers are from Metro, 
United Artists, Warners, Paramount 
and RKO, latter presently releasing 

‘Snow White’ and other Disneys. 
Latest figures show ‘Snow White’ 








at the next directors’ meeting or, if 
not considered by this board, the 
advertising advisory council of the 
Hays organization should consider it 
before the end of December. 
Feeling is growing in the industry | 
that at least next year’s campaign 
should be handled by the Hays of- 
fice, possibly with a few sides added 
to the staff. Because the Motion | 
Picture Producers & Distributors or- 
ganization has been closely identi- 
fied with the development and 
growth of the business in recent 
years, many believe it should have 
an active part in any celebration 
honoring the industry’s anniversary. 
Move towards having the Hays of- | 
fice head the campaign is based on | 
several premises. MPPDA organi- | 
zation is already set and operating | 





| vision was made for reducing the 


grossing around $4,750,000, with an 
anticipated total of $9,000,000. RKO’s 
cut of 25% will net about $1,250,000 
more than was expected. No pro- 


percentage after a certain figure. 





Injunction Vs. Prin 





Exchanges Over 12 | 
Indie Film Releases 


Superior Talking Pictures, Inc., and | 
Stage & Screen Productions, Inc., 
filed New York supreme court appli- 
cation for injunction restraining 
Principal Film Exchanges, Inc., of 


so that it can handle many of the New York from continuing further 
campaign duties as part of regular | distribution of a series of 12 inde- 


routine. ‘ : | pendent action features made by in- 
Whether or not the Hays office is | die producers on Coast for Superior 


~ touch with local situations and prob- 


given supervision for next year there | 
is a decided trend towards leaving | 
all newspaper advertising in the 
hands of exhibitors themselves. Film 
business officials believe that the ex- | 
hibitor as a rule is in more active 


ably can place such ad material with 
Jess: friction than by any other 
source. This also is counted on to 
eliminate any squawks from smaller 
publishers, such as weekly newspa- 
pers, which were ignored in_ this 
year’s drive, excepting where some 
theatre operators were called in to 
fill the gap. 

Besides these factors, the plan of 
permitting exhibitors to handle ad- 
vertising will eliminate this extra 
burden to  producers-distributors. 
While they will pay for the cost of 
press books, advertising and ad ma- 
terial, it will be strictly up to the 
local exhibitors to pass on the 
amount of space that is to be used 
or the expenditures over a period of 
time for the campaign. 

Permanent Press Bureau 

Official report of the advertising 
committee headed by Howard Dietz 
last week recommended that per- 
manent press relations bureau be es- 
tablished to represent the film busi- 
ness, idea being to preserve the good- 
will generated by the current ‘great- 
est picture year’ drive. Dietz said 
he would suggest a motion picture 
press club. A continuing organiza- 
tion, with a paid staff which would 
be a clearing house for the industry 
is also advocated. 

In his report he points out that 
“sources of dissatisfaction were week- 
ly newspapers and radio organiza- 
tions.’ Weeklies felt they were over- 
looked in the advertising. His com- 
mittee recommended that in the fu- 
ture the weekly newspapers be given 
most earnest consideration. National 
Association of Broadcasters also ob- 
jected to the exclusion of a radio 
appropriation. Committee made the 
same recommendation as _ regards 
radio 

‘It seems that the industry,’ read 
the report, ‘has grievances with the 
radio, mainly due ’» the zeal of com- 
mentaters. It scems now that the 
radio has a grievance with the in- 
dustry mainly due to our lack of 
time buying.’ 

Committee report summarized the 
situation as follows: 

“We have found that the box office 
success of the campaign has been 
in direct ratio to the activities of the 
local committees of individiual ex- 
hibtors.’ 

Newsreels in next few issues will 
carry announcements giving notice 
of closing weeks in the $250,000 
Movie Quiz contest. Deadline for 
mailing entries is midnight, Dec. 31. 


‘HUCK’ GETS GOING 
Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
‘Huckleberry Finn’ rolled yester- 
day (Mon) on location at Isleton, 
Cal., with the Sacramento River 
playing the role of the Mississippi. 








- . Metro picture is directed by Rich- 


ard Thorpe. 





and Stage & Screen companies. Jus- 
tice Edgar Lauer granted their appli- 
cation last week. 


According to Oliphant & Lerman, 
attorneys for plaintiffs, a 50-50 deal 
was entered into between parties to 
distribute the pictures in N. Y.,-but 
Principal Exchanges failed to make 
remittances, financial or booking re- 
ports. They want accounting of 
monies collected, accounting and ap- 
pointment of receiver, insofar as it 
relates to this particular deal. 

Principal Exchanges, Sherman S. 
Krellberg, pres., contends that Supe- 
rior and Stage & Screen contracted 
to deliver 25 pictures; only delivered 
13 and, because they failed to deliver 
the balance, Principal stopped remit- 
tances and reports. 

Principal has counterclaimed for 
$6,600 against plaintiffs for breach of 
contract. 


VOICE OF ‘SNOW WHITE’ 
SCORES POINT IN SUIT 


Adriana Caselotti, the ‘voice’ of 
the Princess in Walt Disney’s ‘Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs’ won a 
concession Friday (18) in her suit 
for $200,000 damages against Disney 
Productions and RCA Manufacturing 
Corp., when N. Y. Supreme Court 
Justice Wasservogel decided that the 
demand for a bill of particulars re- 
quested by the plaintiff<« be modified. 
Instead of supplying full details of 
the agreement she claims she en- 
tered into with officials of the Dis- 
ney Corp., when she was engaged 
for the part, the court decided she 
need only supply the substance if 
the agreement was an oral one. 

Miss Caselotti claims the defend- 
ants violated her contract by mak- 
ing and distributing discs record- 
ings of her dialog in ‘Snow White.’ 
She claims this resulted in prevent- 
ing her from capitalizing on her own 
personal appearances. 


Acad’s Balancing Film 
Goes Out to Theatres 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

New technical device, known as 
the ‘balancing film,’ is available to all 
theatres through the work of the 
Research Council of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts & Sciences. It 
enables projectionists to balance 
their machines to present an entire 
show without jarring changes in the 
loudness or softness of the dialog or 
music. 

Production of the new film is un- 
der direction of the Research Coun- 
cil’s theatre standardization commit- 
tee headed by John K. Hilliard. Stu- 
dios cooperating in the project are 
Metro, Columbia, Paramount, Re- 
public, RKO, Roach, 20th-Fox, 
United Artists, Universal and War- 























Even Turks Tabu 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

Even turkey giveaways for 
Thanksgiving, which have been 
indulged in for years by the- 
atres here, are being banned 
this year by Philly police as a 
raffle. 

Like banko and bingo, cops 
claim the drawings are illegal, 


GB AND BAIRD 
BATTLE BBC 
ON VISIO 


London, Nov. 14. 
Gaumont-British and Baird chiefs 
are in a long huddle with British 
Broadcasting Corp. and Television 
Advisory Committee over rights to 
present publicly visio shows aired by 
BBC from its Alexandra Palace 


transmitter. Ever since GB put in 
big screen plants at three West End 
theatres, battle has been on, the com- 
pany and its visio affiliate beating 
against the monopoly rights vested 
by Government in BBC. 


Talks are slowly getting some 
place, and it is thought agreed meth- 
ods will be determined early in 1939 
whereby at least specified looksee 
programs will be given on theatre 
screens under license, though with- 
out prejudice to Corp.’s normal copy- 
right. 

Both Baird and Scophony at one 
time handled their cards with a view 
of getting licensees to play their own 
programs exclusively for theatre re- 
production, in the one case the GB 
circuit, in the other Odeon. Might 
have meant they would be transmit- 
ting a combination of films and floor 
shows, but in any event that project 
got sat on pretty soon. 

Now it is to decid? just which part 
of its air program BBC may release 
for screen projection—and what fee 
can and will be levied for the ser- 
vice. Anticipations are the theatres 
will only require to take remote pro- 
grams of dutside events (the Derby, 
the Football Cup Final, and the like), 
as a split-second topical adjunct to 
the newsreels, 




















Armistice Broadcast 
London, Nov. 11. 


Visio version of Armistice Day 
celebrations here this morning 
‘played’ te biggest privately invited 
audience ever to see a program on 
the big screen, with near 900 individ- 
uals cramming the small Tatler thea- 
tre to capacity. 


Baird projection’ system has in- 
creased many times in brilliance, but 
clarity of definition is still missing 
in the remote broadcast. Closeups 
are excellent, but longshots and 
spectacle effects lose impressiveness 
due to lack of detail. Also, possibly 
on account of cameras all wearing 
telephoto lenses for the occasion, 
marked distortion was evident, fa- 
mous Whitehall Cenotaph being seen 
to lurch like the Leaning Tower at 
Pisa. 


General impression is that Baird 
has got really going with the large- 
scale image, but was handicapped 
at this show by variable work at 
BBC end, one of the three emitron 
cameras on the job picking up far 
less than the other two. 


But in a final analysis, large audi- 
ence was clearly impressed by the 
occasion, though probably in some 
degree by the emotional nature of 
the event presented. 





Coast Visie Show 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Television show on New Year’s 
Day is promised by Arthur Klein, 
operator of the Tele-View theatre, 
Hollywood’s only newsreel house. 
Theatre is equipped with receiving 
apparatus for televised subjects. 





Fonda, Others Dropping 
Off Wanger Contract List 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 


Henry Fonda's pact with Walter 
Wanger expires on completion of his 
current loanout job at Columbia, and 
will not be renewed. 

Wanger is dropping his contractees 
as fast as their pacts lapse. Among 
the departers are Charles Boyer and 
the writing team of Gene Towne and 





; ners, 


Graham Baker. 
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Lefty's Canine Exploitation Goes 














. 
_ By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., Nov. 22, 
Dear Joe: , 

Well, here I am, not so well. Laying in bed with a bum gam and a bad 
fin. It all comes from trying to make ‘Motion Pictures Are Your Best 
Entertainment’ possible. -After all the lessons I got in exploitation I 
should have known better, but like a kid touching the fire to make sure 
that’s what burned him, I tried again, and as I said before I ended up 
with two casualties. 

It happened this way. I booked in a picture called ‘Call of the Wild 
which, as you know, has a dog in it as a lead. Well, I figured out it wouid 
be a great publicity stunt to tie up with dogs, so I offered a five buck prize 
to the kid that brought the best dog and another five bucks for the kid 
with the worst mutt. Well, Joe, I never saw so many dogs, outside of 
Feltman’s, Coney Island, and those were in rolls. I think the kids went 
to other towns to get some dogs because no one. town could hold so many. 
Some kids came with two and three. Well, they came into the theatre 
and all the dogs made a rush for me. I never felt so much like a tree in 
my life. 

I couldn't duck ‘em and they cornered me on the steps leading to the 
balcony. Two police dogs gave me their special attention, and when I 
kicked at them, they thought I wanted to play, so one grabbed my leg and 
the other just took a taste of my hand. Those bites hit the jackpot on 
my tonsils and boy you never heard a guy yell louder than I did. Some- 
body put in a call for the cop and the ambulance. The cop happens to be 
the town deg catcher too; sort of doubles in brass. Well, while the doctor 
was cauterizing my wounds, which felt like the guy in Boston cutting cut 
your best gags, the cop was rounding up all the kids and dogs. Half of ’em 
didn’t have any license, so the kids figured that I just pulled the stunt to 
help the town collect some dough. So they got sore and started to hiss 
me When I was taken out to the ambulance. 

That made me feel terrible, because that’s one bunch I want to think well 
of me, not from any business angle, but I don’t want anybody to say I'm 
a kid-hater. And I love dogs, teo. I know they didn’t mean to bite me, 
they just happened to see me before they saw a bone. Well, I told the 
cop that I would pay for all the dogs tha: didn’t have a license. I'd do it 
even if I had to hire the money from the bank, and when the kids heard 
about it they went out and picked some flowers and sent them to me with 
a note, ‘To Our Pal, Lefty.” That did me more good than any doctor in 
the world. That night the place was jammed. But I’ve made up my mind 
that the only animal exploitation I'll ever do from now on will be no 


To the Dogs, So He's Going to L. A. 


bigger than a canary bird. 
Banker Sof 
Aggie has been waiting on me ha 


at her. She’s a great gal and when 
friends are. 


I’ve gotta go to Los Angeles and get 
down to L. A. 


It’s a nice trip and w 


Sez 
Your 


things across by getting cross. 


their heads.’ 


tens Up 2% 
nd and foot—seeing that that’s what 


was hurt—and Junior looks at my bandages like I was a war hero. Aggie 
says that I’ve had hydrophobia for years according to the way I’ve barked 


a guy is sick he finds out who his 


Even the banker softened his heart 2% and wanted to know 
was there anything he could do for me. 
To make things tougher the tubes blew out at the radio station and now 


new equipment. So when I'm better 


which will be in a few days I'm gonna take Aggie and Junior and drive 


ill make a nice vacation for all of us, 


Remember me to all the gang back there and tell 'em you can’t put 


Pal, 
Lefty. 


P. S.—Parkyakarkus sez, ‘Never ask people not to tell, it puts ideas in 





RAH-RAH SONGSMITHS 
HAVE TWO FILM BIDS 


Clay A. Boland and S. Bickley 

Reichner, songwriting team who did 
the score for ‘All Around the Town,’ 
this year’s show of the Mask and 
Wig Club, University of Pennsyl- 
vania, have been offered Hollywood 
term contracts by 20th Century-Fox 
and RKO. However, they want only 
a one-picture deal. Boland is a prac- 
ticing dentist in Philadelphia and 
Reichner is on the staff of the Phila- 
delphia Evening Bulletin. Neither 
wants to abandon his present setup 
for a regular salary job on the 
Coast. Their present publishing 
house is Lincoln Music. In addition 
to the collegiate show, they are also 
authors of ‘Beating Around the Mul- 
berry Bush.’ 
In the current ‘All Around the 
Town’ two portions hed to be 
omitted because of their topical 
angle. One is ‘Crummy Elbow.’ a skit 
about President Roosevelt and 
Father Devine. Other is a Roosevelt 
verse in the song, ‘I Love My Coun- 
try.’ Since the VU. of P. is largely 
dependent on state appropriations, 
it was figured diplomatic to make 
the two deletions from the show. 
{Show is reviewed in this issue.] 


Gracie Fields in Hudd!e 
With 20th on Her Next Pic 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Gracie Fields heads for the Coast 
this weekend for conferences at 20th- 
Fox on her future pictures in Eng- 
land. 

Monte Banks is already here work- 
ing on the English comedienne’s next 
picture. Both return to London after 
Darryl Zanuck okays the script. 














DOROTHY REID’S POST 
Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Dorothy Reid has been named 


story department head by Mono- 
gram. 





She was a producer on the lot. 


| 


2th Exchanges — 
Handling G-B as 
Economy Move 


Booking of Gaumont-British pic- 
tures, in half of G-B of America’s 31 
key city sales organizations, has been 
taken over by 20th-Fox exchanges, 
as an economy measure, according to 
Arthur A. Lee, v. p. and general 
manager. Gaumont-British has no 
intention of disbanding its American 
distributing system, having delivered 
12 pictures to date for the '38-39 sea- 
son; three more have arrived and 
are awaiting release, and nine more 
are expected from London for bal- 
ance of this season’s commitment of 
24 pictures. 


Lee will keep full booking and 
scales personnel going in the more 
important key centers while in those 
exchanges where 20th-Fox has taken 
over booking, former Gaumont book- 
ers have been shifted to the sales 
staff. Not more than a dozen em- 
ployees have been affected by the 
takeover, and sales managers in 28 
exchanges will still be maintained. 
Memphis, New Orleans and Char- 
lotte are the only cities where no 
sales head is functioning, the work 
being performed by bookers. 

Lee maintains shifting of booking 
details to 20th-Fox will not result in 
hiking of latter’s percentage of gross 
for distribution because 20th-Fox 
had originally agreed to do all the 
booking of Gaumont product. 








Out of ‘Ambush’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Gladys Swarthout wound up 
added scenes on ‘Ambush’ at Para- 
mount and pulled out for San An- 
tonio, to start a six month concert 
tour. 
‘Ambush’ 


was her last picture 





under the Paramount contract. 
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‘Sneak’ Dualing Disrupting Mpls.; 
Twin Bills in Chi’s Loop; 26 Triples 


ee eee 4 


Minneapolis, Nov. 22. 

‘Sneak’ double featuring is the 
Jatest disrupting trade development 
here, threatening to rip the Twin 
City dual bill situation wide open 
again. 

A number of independent -neigh- 
borhood houses are offering double 
features ‘on the sly,’ without any 
newspaper, lobby or other advertis- 
ing for the dual bill. Only one of 
the two pictures, the more im- 
portant, is publicized. However, the 
clientele knows it will see two fea- 
tures and it advertises the ‘bargain 
bill’ by word of mouth. 

Arcused by what they charge is 
‘unfair opposition,’ several inde- 
pendent exhibitors opposed to double 
features announce they'll go to twin 
bills openly unless the ‘sneakers’ 
desist. Also under fire are large 
loop subsequent run houses like the 
Palace here and Lyceum, St. Paul, 
showing double features at 15c. 

Fearful of a widespread breakout 
of double featuring, Northwest Al- 
lied States will call a meeting of 
Twin City exhibitors to take steps 
to halt the ‘sneaking.’ One difficulty 
is that only comparatively small 
number of St. Paul independent ex- 
hibitors are members of the organ- 
ization, It is expected that pressure 
will be used on the exchanges to cut 
off service of the offending exhibi- 
tors, if possible. 

It was thought the double feature 
problem was solved when North- 
west Allied prevailed upon the 
Princess, local independent house, 
to quit dual bills recently when 
other competing houses threatened 
to adopt the policy. Efforts also are 
being made to prevail upon the 
Paramount circuit to stop dual first- 
run features at the Minneapolis 
Aster and St. Paul Tower. There 
was much elation when the big 
chain decided to run single features 
at the new Gopher, just opened, 
here. However, the fact that the 
Gopher’s admission is only 25c and 
the house enjoys 45 days’ clearance 
over 25c independent neighborhood 
theatres is stirring up a _ hornet’s 
nest, 





Quick Chi Spread 
Chicago, Nov. 22. 

Three weeks ago there were only 
two houses running triple bills in 
Chicago; today there are approxi- 
mately 26 houses on a three-bill 
policy and more are being added 
daily. At first it was merely-a 
battle between the Essaness North- 
center and the Balaban & Katz Bel- 
mont. Today it takes in many of 
the independent theatres as well as 
B. & K. and Essaness., 

It has brought about a situation 
from which the exhibs see no exit, 
and no possible idea of where they 
are going from here. For not only 
are they giving away three pictures 
for the price of one, but they are 
giving away, in addition, stockings, 


. kitchenware and other items which 


range in cost from 3c to 10c. The 
margin of profit today is lower than 
it has ever been in the history of 


‘ local exhibition, considering the per 


item cost and revenue. 
Triple-featuring are such  out- 

standing nabe houses as the Vogue, 

Davis, Buckingham, Adelphi, Rose- 


- Wood, Biograph, with other key the- 


atres joining the parade, due to the 
tremendous pressure of the bargain 


* competition. 


Loop’s Duals 

And the loop, which. had previ- 
Ously been considered forever free 
of bargain picture policies, has gone 
over to double features. Woods and 
Garrick are doubling regularly now, 
the Balaban & Katz Apollo 
Slated to be added to the bargain 


' policy list shortly. 


Latest hair-tearer for the nabe 
houses is the loop stunt of doubling 
absolute first-run flickers in the ace 
houses under the label of ‘preview’ 
B. & K. has often 
Spotted a new picture on top of the 
regular bill at the Chicago flagship 
when its prime house has been suf- 
fering a bad week. This unbilled 
double bill is attached to the Thurs- 
day finale show to boost the closing 
day’s business. 

Last Friday (18) B. & K. gave 'em 





U Grooming for Cummings 





Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Robert Cummings gets one of the 
two male spots opposite Deanna 
Durbin in ‘Three Smart Girls Grow 
Up’ at Universal. 

Deal is for one picture with op- 
tions. If Cummings clicks he will be 
turned over to Joe Pasternak for de- 
velopment as possible stellar ma- 
terial. 


FABIANS DEAL 
FOR BRILL'S 
8 HOUSES 


A theatre deal of major impor- 
tance is in process of negotiation 
under which the Fabian circuit 
would acquire control of the former 
Sol Brill chain on Staten Island, 
now known as Par-Land Theatres, 
Inc. Due to the fact that the estate 
of the late Sol Brill and others is 
involved, the negotiations are some- 
what complicated but expected by Si 
Fabian, president of the circuit bear- 
ing his name, that papers may be 
ready for signing in a week or 10 
days. 

A highly-successful circuit for 











Embrace Cashiers, Door- 
N. Y., Would Also Take 


In Janitors, Scrubwomen 
and Watchmen 





STARTS IN 10 DAYS 





Campaign to organize film theatre 
employees from doormen and cash- 
iers to janitors and scrubwomen, all 
under the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees banner, 
is scheduled to get under way in the 
next 10 days in New York City, 
Brooklyn, upstate New York, Boston 
and Philadelphia. Generally liberal 
setup, both as to setting up separate 
unions and in organizing, is reported 
to be the keynote of the impending 
drive. 

Cashiers, doormen and ushers are 
to be organized in Brooklyn under 
the supervision of leaders in the 
stagehands’ union. In New 
City, janitors, scrubwomen and 
watchmen are invited to join the 
Building Maintenance Union, headed 
by George Scalise. He’s now organ- 
izing in New York City. 

Actual organizing of cashiers, 
doormen and ushers in New York 
will be launched under new leader- 
ship to be set today. New York area 
is classed as extending as far north 





many years, when Brill was alive 
and since then, Far-Land blankets | 
Staten Island through operation of | 
a total of eight houses. 


that the Paramount, Stapleton, which 
is pooled in Par-Land, will continue 
under the present arrangement fol- 
lowing closing of any deal swinging 
the Brill houses to Fabian. 

Par invaded the island several 
years ago, the pooling arrangement 
following. The other houses  in- 
volved are the Strand, Great Kills; 
New Dorp, New Dorp; Ritz, Port 
Richmond; St. George at St. George; 
Liberty, Stapleton; Stadium, Totten- 
ville; and the Capitol, West Brighton. 

Harry Shiffman, with Brill many 
years before he died and general 
manager of the circuit, is reported 
resigning effective Jan. 1. His future 
plans are not yet set. Shiffman 
states he may be ready to make an 
announcement in two weeks. 

Fabian’s invasion of Staten Island 
would increase this important east- 
ern circuit to nearly 40 houses. In 
addition to operating thé Paramount, 
Fox and Strand, Brooklyn, under a 
three-way pool, Fabian has 28 other 
theatres under its operation in New 
Jersey and New York state. 

Understood that at one time the 
Brill S. I. circuit was offered to 
Paramount. 





Corrigan Pic Moves 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

‘The Flying Irishman,’ Douglas 
Corrigan starrer, finally got the gun 
at RKO. First scenes were shot at 
Grand Central Airport, where Cor- 
rigan landed his transatlantic crate 
on a flight from San Francisco. 

Under a separate contract, nobody 
but Corrigan is allowed to handle the 
ship. It had been parked in Frisco 
since the finish of his barnstorming 
tour. 

Corrigan was optioned for two 
more pictures after RKO execs gan- 
dered his tests for ‘Irishman.’ If the 
studio exercises its option, the fly- 
er’s earnings for three films will 
total close to $400,000. On the cur- 
rent picture he draws $25,000 for his 
life story and $100,000 for acting. 








a daytime double feature by slap- 
ping ‘Great Waltz’ (MG) into the 
United Artists at 5 p.m. with the 





early comers notified that they could 
see both ‘Waltz’ 
| ‘Citadel’. (MG) on the same bill. 


and the outgoing | 


as Albany and west to Binghamton. 
Apparently the reason for defi- 
nitely assigning this organizing 


Fabian is| work to different unions or organ- 
seeking 100% control, and expected | izers is the rather lukewarm results 


obtained six months after the meet- 


ing in Cleveland, although $100,000 is | 


reputed to have been raised for the 
drive to get ushers, doormen and 
cashiers into a union at that time. 
Now the intention is to give out the 
organizing franchise to others when 
local IATSE heads do not produce 
desired results. 





Hub Looks Tough 
Boston, Nov. 22. 


Drive to organize New England 
picture houses by the IATSE is fig- 
ured to be a tough job hereabouts 
because many exhibitors donot want 
unions to tell them what they can 
and cannot do with their cashiers, 
doormen and ushers. 

Union organizers are all the more 
anxious to put the campaign across 
because they claim that doormen, 
ushers and in some cases relief 
cashiers have been. pressed _ into 
|}service as candy salesmen in the 
| lobby. 








Raft, Lamour Romance 


Some More for Par 
Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
George Raft and Dorothy Lamour 
are due to continue as a romantic 
duo, with Paramcunt lining up a 
group of stories for them. Latest 
co-starrer is “Two-Time Loser,’ to 
follow their current film, ‘Moon Over 
Burma.’ 
Idea is based on the success of 
Raft and Miss Lamour as a twosome 
in ‘Spawn of the North.’ 


The 7 Kids Are Clever 


Los Angeles, Nov. 22. 


RKO filed seven moppet contracts 
for approval of superior court. Pact 
with Peter Holden calls for six 
weeks work next summer and option 
for seven-year ticket ranging from 
$500 to $2,000 a week. 

Six other contracts covered one- 
picture deals with kids in ‘White 
| Slaves’ and option on seven-year 
tickets. Youngsters are Roger Dan- 
iel, James McCallion, John Edward 
Fitzgerald, Waiter Ward, Walter 
‘Tetley and Paul White. 











IA’S THEATRE DRIVE EAST 








BOSTON, PHILLY 


men and Ushers — In) 


York | 








Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

James Gleason inked a contract to 
make four Higgins Family pictures a 
year at Republic. Actor and studio 
had been at outs for weeks, following 
abrogation of his four-way contract 
as producer-director-writer-actor. 

New pact calls for Gleason to act 
and aid on stories. In the series will 
be his wife, Lucille, and son Russell. 


MUST DISCLOSE 
B.0. GROSS IN 
N. M. TOWN 


Denver, Nov. 16. 











‘IW WEW YORK. Buying Rush in Chi as Exhibs 
See Suits Will Be Long Delayed 


: + 
( R M k Uj Chicago, Nov. 22. 
<€aSOn, ep. a € p Picture buying started with a rush 
here last week after having been 


held since the beginning of the sea- 
son. Exhibitors had been holding 
off in the hopes that the present Al- 
lied suit against Balaban & Katz and 
the major disiributors would be de- 
cided before they ran out of prod- 
uct, ‘ 

But it now appears that the Allied 
suit will not be a quick trial; and 
the exhibitors are rapidly reaching 
the end of their 1937-1938 product 
availabilities. 

Exchanges which had been only 
10-30% sold until last week, and then 
mostly on returns from the down- 
state situations, suddenly zoomed to 
70-90% sales of their to.al possibili- 
ties as the exhibs rushed to signa- 
ture contracts for 1938-1939 proauct. 

Buying started when the exhibs 
realized that they could not possibly 
hold off buying until the Allied suit 
was decided; so inked deals on the 
present releasing system and sched- 
ule instead of the hoped-for revised 
ciearance set-up 





Under terms of an ordinance | 
passed by the city council of Hot! 
Springs, N. M., theatres must reveal | 
their gross business each year. The} 
council gives as an excuse the reason 
they might be thus able to determine | 


whether the license tax of 25c.a seat | 
annually is too high. 
Exhibitors in other towns are wor- | 


ried for fear their own 
might get similar ideas. The gross} 
business statement applies to every 
business in the towny 





Trying to Ease Amus. Tax 
Seattle, Nov. 22. 

Gov. Martin of this state is work- 
ing to cut down the budgets of his 
various state departments so as to 
avoid imposing higher state taxes 
directly on theatre admissions. To 
avoid this danger, cities are trying 
to allocate more monies from the 
state gasoline taxes to city street 
uses. 











‘New Theatres 


Montreal, Nov. 22. 

The York, 14th picture house 
(second run) of the United Amus. 
Corp. chain in this city and province, 
opened Friday (18) with ‘Algiers’ 
and ‘Gateway’ to capacity audience. 
House has 1,100 seatage with prices 
25-34-40. UAC is. affiliated to 
Famous Players (Canadian) Corp. 
which operates all but one of the 
first-run houses in Montreal, pres- 
ently under lease to Consolidated 
Theatres, Inc. 











$55,000 Bid 
Lynchburg, Nov. 22. 

Offer of $55,000 for 25-year-old 
Academy theatre here is_ before 
stockholders of Academy of Music 
Corp. Bid has been submitted by 
C. & F. Theatres Corp., operating the 
former legit spot as a film house for 
several years under a_ long-term 
| lease. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

Latest in the long Mst of recent 
house openings here is the Alden, in 
East Falls section of the city. Op- 
erated by Charles Goldfine, it was 
unveiled last Wednesday (16). Rexy, 
South Philly, set to open Thursday, 
as is Nixon’s Grand, vaudfilm Negro 
house. 








Nancy Keliy Back West 


| Nancy Kelly left yesterday (Tues.) 
for Coast to prepare for additional 
scenes for ‘Tailspin,’ follow’ng ap- 
| propriation of an additional $100 000 
| by Darryl Zanuck on the picture. 
She has been east on brief visit 
|concurrent ‘with opening of ‘Sub- 
|marine Patrol,’ her first picture for 
| 20th. Miss Kelly is also in ‘Jesse 
James’ under fast buildup by 20th. 








council | ; 


It means that any changes ruled 


| by the Federal courts in the Allied 


suit will not affect the film industry 
during the coming season, but will 
go inio efiect with the start of the 
1939-1940 releasing season. 


More Deals 


Late deals of importance closed 
by James R. Grainger for Republic 
on a swing through the south 
include Saenger’s 87 theatres in 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama; 
and the E. J. Sparks Par chain in 
Florida, numbering around 80 
houses. Franchise holders in both 
cases sat in with Grainger on the 
negotiations, with Gaston Dureau 
closing for Saenger and Frank Rog- 
ers on the Sparks deal. 

Rep has also sold the Comerford 
New York string of 15 houses. Jack 
Beilman,- eastern sales manager, 
closed this one. 

RKO has signed a contract with 
Universal to play the 12-chapter se- 
rial, ‘Scouts to the Rescue.’ in its 
N. Y. and Westchester theatres. Se- 
rial will be added to dual bills. 

New five-year franchise for the 
Kansas; City territory has been 
closed with Republic, retroactive to 
July 1. Herbert J. Yates, head of 
Rep, was in K. C. on deal on way to 
the Coast. Robert F. Withers and 
C. A. Schultz signed for the fran- 
chise-holding company. 





Selling on Coast Far Ahead 
Los Angeles, Nov. 22, 


Selling season in Southern Cali- 
fornia film exchanges is farther ad- 
vanced than at any corresponding 
time in recent years. Major dis- 
tributing organizations have the 
bulk of their product under contract, 
particular Warner-First Nation-l, 
with all but a dozen possible ac- 
counts closed, 

Selling season ordinarily runs 
over the Christmas holidays, and in 
some cases, into February. 





Hogg Into Baker 
Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 
Charles Hogg, 15-year-old Ph'lly 
high school kid who went out to the 
Coast a month ago, has beon ree 
monikered Buddy Baker by Repub- 
lic and will have a featured part in 
the company’s ‘Orphans cf the 
Street,’ to be released shortly. 
Harry LaVine and Georze Fish- 
man, of the local Renublic exchange, 
discovered the kid singing at a Tem- 
ple University alumni meeting. 





SANDERS ‘SAINTED’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Sanders, borrowed from 





George 


| 2uth-Fox, replaces Louis Hayward . 


as the male lead in ‘The Saint’ series 
at RKO. Hayward and the studio 
split on salary. 

Sanders is en route from London, 
| where he has been working for 20the 
| Fox. ‘The Saint Strikes Twice’ will 





| 





lb- his first role at RKO. 
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King’ $20,000, Citadel $6,500 Pace 
L. A.: Chinese-State Slow $17,400; 
Service $11,600, Rand Aids to $10,500 








Los Angeles, Nov. 22. 

Trade this week ranging from ex- 
vellent to downright bad, depending 
solely on the attraction. ‘If I Were 
King’ is piling up a lucrative gross at 
the Paramount, as is ‘Citadel,’ at the 
Four Star. heading that house fol 
very profitable week. 

Moveover, biz for ‘Great Waltz’ is 
above normal, while Warners Down- 


t! 





Broadway trosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


., | eh... Sere rerre $236,300 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
a es oe $261,300 


(Based on 13 theatres) 








town and Hollywood theatres will 





keep on the profit side on second 
week of ‘Cowboy and Lady.’ 

Orpheum had one of its best weeks 
in months, with Sally Rand heading 
stage show. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chintse (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75 )—‘Dr. Kildare’ (MG) and 
‘Listen Darling’ (MG) dual. Another 
of those combinations which mean 
little to public and best in sight is 
poor $7,400. Last week, ‘Great 
Waltz’ (MG) and ‘Down on Farm 
(20th), excellent $14,000, topping ex- 
pectations. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) and 
‘Torchy Gets Man’ (WB) dual (2d 
week). Hitting about normal pace 
for second stanza, which will likely 
bring $8,000 as against opening week 
of big $15,000. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Citadel’ (MG). Giving house one 
of its best weeks on record, with big 
$6.500 in sight. 
$815 top weekday gross in history of 
house. Last week dark. 

Hollyweod (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Cowboy Lady’ (UA) and 
‘Torchy’ (WB) dual (2d week). Run-|‘ 
ning somewhat behind its day-dater, 
Downtown, but at $7,500 second week 
will be profitable. First seven days 
ended with slightly more than $13,000. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30- 
35-40)—‘Smashing Rackets’ (RKO) 
and vaudeville. Sally Rand, heading 
the’ stage show with her fan and bub- 
ble dance, gets credit for upping 

ross to around the $10,500 mark. 

t week, ‘Shadows Over Shanghai’ 
(GM) and ‘King Alcatraz’ (Par), lat- 
ter second run, around $8,500, good. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
“Service de Luxe’ (U) and ‘Storm’ 
(U) dual. Last week it was ‘Room 


Service.’ This week it’s ‘Service de | —‘I}legal Traffic’ (Par) plus ‘Kildare’ 


Luxe,’ and the answer is a weak 
$5,600. ‘Room Service’ (RKO) and 
‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) finished with 
$8,000 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—If King’ (Par) and stage show. 
Hitting merry pace and should reach | 
$20,000 on the week, which means an 
h.o. stanza to follow. Last week (nine 

_days holdover stanza) ‘Men With 
Wings’ (Par), very good $15,000. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55)—‘Service de 
Luxe’ (U) and ‘Storm’ (U) dual. 
Nothing living up to its name on 
frosses, but will be satisfied with 
around $6,000. Last week ‘Room Ser- 
vice’ (RKO) and ‘Breaking Ice’ 
(RKO), neat $8,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—Kildare’ (MG) and ‘Listen Dar- 
ling’ (MG) dual. Just so much cel- 
luloid as far as customers are con- 
cerned, so will have to dip into red, 
with $10,000 in the till. st week, 
“Great Waltz’ (MG) and ‘Down on 
Farm’ (20th), good $15,000. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55) —Waltz’ (MG) and ‘Down on 
Farm’ (20th) dual. Moveover for this 
pair will spell neat $4,500. Last week, 

Just Around Corner’ (20th) and 
‘Drums’ (UA), fair $3,200 as pre- 
dicted. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—Waltz’ (MG) and ‘Down Farm’ 
(20th) dual. Headed for big $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Just Around Corner’ 
(20th) and ‘Drums’ (UA), not 
healthy at $4,100. 


McCoy-Bestor Bands 
Helping ‘Annabel’ to 
~ Big $16,000 in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Nov. 22. 

RKO Shubert, off to late start with 
vaudfilm, is the b.o. fronter cur- 
rently, evidencing natives’ hunger 
for pop flesh fare. Stage show, the 
magnet, has Don Bestor’s and Clyde 
McCoy’s bands featured in a battle 
of music. Screen linking is ‘Affairs 
of Annabel.’ House ork is directed 
by Deacon Moffitt, a graduate from 
local ranks to baton wielder in a pit. 

Best straight pic puller is ‘Brother 
Rat,’ which is fetching a comfy profit 
for the Palace. Albee has a disap- 
pointer in ‘If I Were King,’ Dr. ‘Kil- 
dare’ is an all right hypo for Keith’s, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—If 
King’ (Par). Disappointing $10,000. 
Last week ‘My Heart’ (UA), good 
$13,000. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)—‘My 
Heart’ (UA) (2d run). Very good 
$6,500. Last week ‘Great Waltz’ 
(M-G) (2d run), fair $4,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 

(Continued on page 17) 














eral in the top drawer. 
It with You,’ following two big ses- 
sions at the Fox, moves over to the 
Adams for another good gross. 


Second day’s take of | ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (2d run) plus 
‘Crime Takes Holiday’ 
Former pic moved here after two big 
stanzas at the Fox; figures for good 
$5,000. Last week good $4,500 for 


lowing smash $8,300 first sesh. 


‘Room Service’ 
show. Fair reception at $18,000. Last 
week ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (2d week) 
plus vaude, grabbed good $20,000 fol- 
lowing sizzling $32,500 first sesh. 


30-40-65)—‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) plus 
‘Arkansas 
Should get about $12,000, okay, on 
six days. Pulls out Thursday (24) for 
‘If I Were King’ (Par). 
nice $17,000 for ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) 
and ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). 


MARXES - STAGE 


SHOW, $18,000 
IN DETROIT 


———_—— 


Detroit, Nov. 22. 
Grosses generally okay, with Sev- | 
‘Can’t Take 


Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— | 


(Col), dual. 


Suez’ (20th) (2d week (2d run), fol- 


Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 


(RKO) plus stage 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


Traveler’ (Par), dual. 


Last week 


Palms-State (UD) (3,000; 30-40-50) 


(M-G) (2d run). Latter moved here 
from Michigan; looks like about $4,- 
700, okay. Last week around $5,000 
for ‘Stablemates’ (M-G) (2d run) and 
‘Sons of Legion’ (Par). 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Shining Hour” (M-G). Headed 
for good $7,500. Last week, second, 
for ‘Great Waltz’ (M-G), pretty low 
$3,500, following $7,200 first sesh. 


SET FOR THE GRIND 
Hollywoed, Nov. 22. 

Sid Hickox gets the camera on 
‘Broadway Cavalier,’ rolling tomor- 
row (Wed.) at Warners. 

Wayne Morris, Pat O’Brien, Joan 
Blondell and Maxie Rosenbloom 
head the cast. 











| ‘Keep Smiling’ 


‘DRUMS’ GREAT $8,500 
AMID SEATTLE H.0S 


Seattle, Nov. 22. 

Backed by a_heavier-than-usual, 
two-color newspaper campaign, 
‘Drums’ takes the b.o, lead here at 
the Liberty with a great $8,500 in- 
dicated. Follows ‘Can't Take It’ into 
the Jensen-von Herberg house after 
the latter ran up a string of seven 
weeks. 

‘Submarine Patrol’ teamed with 
‘Swing That Cheer’ qualify for sec- 
ond place at a snappy $6,800 gait. 

Rest of the list is heavy with hold- 
weT which will give way 
Thanksgiving releases as that holiday 


| comes ‘round, 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse—(Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(850; 32-37-42) ‘Suez’ (20th), solo, hot 
from Paramount theatre for its third 
week. Indications are for an oke 
$2,400. Last week, ‘Brother Rat’ 
(WB) and ‘Personal Secretary’ (U) 
(2a wk.), rated an okay $2,100 for 


six days. 
Celiseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—Hold That 0-Ed’ 


(20th) and ‘Sing You Sinners’ (Par) 
dual. Paced at $3,000, good enough. 
Last week, ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and 
(20th) teamed for 
$2,200, okay for the five-day run. 


Celenial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Pride of West’ (Par) and ‘Strange 
Boarders’ (G-B) dual, split with 


‘Great White Trail’ (GN) and ‘Mys- 
tery Horse’ (Col) dual. Looks like 
a fair $1,700. Lest week, ‘Blonde 
Cheat’ (RKO) and ‘Gun Law’ (RKO) 
split with ‘King Sierras’ (GN) and ‘G 
Men Step In’ (Col) both duals, also 
fair at $1,900. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 32-37-42) — ‘Stable- 
mates’ (M-G) and ‘Touchdown, 
Army’ (Par) (2d wk). Paced at 
$4,700, pretty mild. Last week, same 
films, big $9,200. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
‘Drums’ (UA). Going it alone tow- 
arda ee: $8,500. Last week, ‘Can’t 


Take It’ (Col) (7th wk). Nice at 
$3,800. 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(850; 32-37-42)—‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Third week in sight for 
this one—originally moved over here 
from Fifth—after a good $2,500 draw. 
Last week, same film, $3,200, big. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42) — ‘Citadel’ (M-G) 
and ‘Listen, Darling’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Heading for a fair £4,000. Last week, 
same films, $6,600, big. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27-37- 
42)—‘Prairie Moon’ (Rep) and ‘Mr. 
Wong’ (Mono) plus vaude. Looks 
healthy with $4,500. Last week, 
‘Fugitives Night’ (RKO) and ‘Sha- 
dows Shanghai’ (GN) with vaude 
good $5,000, but more expected. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42)—‘Submarine Patrol’ 
(20th) and ‘Swing That Cheer’ (U). 
Nice, campai for this one. Has 
built to a nifty $6,800 pace. Last 
week, ‘Suez’ (20th) (2d wk) soloed 
to $3,800, good for the five-day 
stanza. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Gangs of New 
York’ (Rep). This pair is also in the 
cheerful class with $2,200. Last week, 
‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) and ‘Texans’ 
(Par) $2,400, big. 





Minneapolis, Nov. 22. 

The city was depopulated on an- 
other week-end by an exodus of 6,000 
potential theatre customers to the 
Minnesota-Wisconsin football game 
at Madison. Nevertheless, the Or- 
pheum is headed for a highly im- 
pressive gross, thanks to Hal Kemp 
and a swell stage show, and the 
State, with ‘If I Were King,’ prom- 
ises to wind up in the respectable 
money. ‘Certain Age,’ remaining over 
a fourth week at the World, con- 
tinues profitably. 

Kemp and the stage show at the 
Orpheum has considerable screen 
help in ‘I Am the Law.’ Other new- 
comers, ‘Dr. Kildare’ and ‘Secrets of 
an Actress,’ at the Century and Go- 
pher, resnectively, are merely also- 
rans, but the Time’s ‘triple thrill 
show,’ with Elaine Barrymore’s ‘How 
to Undress,’ played up sensationally, 
is coaxing many a quarter. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Always in Trouble’ (20th) and ‘Ille- 
gal Traffic’ (Par), dual first runs. 
Should turn in moderate $1,200 in 
six days. Last week ‘Sons of Legion’ 
(Par) arid ‘Swing That Cheer’ (U), 
dual first runs, fairly good $1,400 for 
six days. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25-35- 
40)—‘Kildare’ (M-G). Featured cast 
names, Lew Ayres and Lionel Bar- 
rymore, gaining in b.o. strength here, 
and picture well regarded but dis- 
appointing at $4,000. Last week, 
‘Four’s a Crowd,’ tame $4,500. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Secrets of Actress’ (FN). Kay 
Francis no magnet, and mixed opin- 





Hal Kemp Swings ‘Law’ to Big $20,000 
In Mpls.; Kildare’ 46, Colman $9,000 


ions regarding picture; stretching to- 
ward moderate $2,000. Runs only six 
days. Last week, ‘Youth Takes Fling’ 
(U), $2,200 in six days, mild. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,890; 35- 
40-55) —‘I Am Law’ (Col) and Hal 
Kemp orchestra and other acts. 
Kemp’s orohestra and entire stage 
show exciting raves and picture far 
from handicap. Critics’ plaudits and 
word-of-mouth boosting bound to get 
results. Thanksgivi 
figures in gross. Climbing toward 
very big $20,000. Last week, ‘Stable- 
mates’ (M-G), $7,200, good. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35-40) 
—If King’ (Par).. Colman bringing 
in customers, with extra heavy ad- 
vertising campaign; good $9,000 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Suez’ (20th), 
$7.500, good. 

Time (Berger) (290; 25)—‘Strange 
|Adventures’ (Indie). Sensationally 
advertised and billed as ‘triple thrill 
show,’ with Elaine Barrymore’s ‘How 
to Undress’ and ‘March of Crime’ 
played up over features. Most strik- 
ing theatre front in loop attracting 
plenty of attention, and show is get- 
ting heavy male play. Very big §2,- 
500 in prospect. Last week, ‘Hurri- 
cane’ (Par) (reissue), $600, mild. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)—‘Boys 
Town’ (M-G). First neighborhood 
| showing for this one, and it’s going to 
town in a big way; climbing toward 
very fine $3.500. Last week ‘Nancy’ 
4MG) oke $2,500. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—'Certain Age’ (U) (4th week). Still 
‘clicking profitably and may top 
| $1,500 on final six days. Last week, 
$1,800, good. 





for 


holiday also | $5,400 
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Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week..........$1,528,500 
(Based on 26 cities, 176 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
A 
Tetal Gross Same Week 
Last Year...... os +. » 81,624,300 
(Based on 23 cities, 169 theatres) 








ee 





Crawford- Blondie’ 
Pace L ville, 7146; 
B. 0. Pulse Strong 


Louisville, Nov. 22. 

General pace currently is satisfac- 
tory, with clear, cool weather in 
favor of downtown film houses. Looks 
like a fair-to-average week, with no 
particular standouts, but no awfully 
bad spots, either. Fact is, all down- 
town houses garner most of their 
play over the week-end, and it takes 
a strong pic to maintain a driving 
pace during the full seven-day stanza, 
All first-:uns have had Thursday 
openings to line up for Thanksgiving 
day product. 

Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Ave.) (1,- 
000; 15-30-40)—‘Citadel’ (M-G) and 
‘Girl’s School’ (Col). Duo returned 
here after fair week at Loew’s State. 
Some vitality remains, mostly from 
class patrons. Sizing up like $1,200, 
fair. Last week ‘Arkansas Traveler’ 
(Par) and “Touchdown, Army’ (Par), 
responded with okay $2,000. 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Four’s a 
Crowd’ (WB). Showing steady, even 
gains each week, and currently point- 
ing to okay $1,700. Last week ‘Sin- 
ners’ (Par) and ‘Gladiator’ (Col) well 
on okay side at $1,600, 


Leew’s State (Loew's) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and 
‘Blondie’ (Col). Secondary § pic, 


‘Blondie,’ copping bulk of word of 
mouth, with Joan Crawford opus 
taking second position. Pretty potent 
combo, and indications are for strong 
$7,500 or over. Last week ‘My Heart’ 
(UA} and ‘Crime Holiday’ (Col), 
rounded out okay $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 15- 
30-40} — ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) (3d 
week). Run again extended, and at 
this small capacity house can still 
show a profit. Windup should be 
around $2,500, a good showing fol- 
lowing last week’s highly satisfactory 


Ohio (Settos) (900: 15)—‘Blue- 
beard’s Eighth Wife’ (Par) and ‘Sec- 
ond Honeymoon’ (20th), split with 
‘Jungle Love’ (Par) and ‘Slight Case 
of Murder’ (WB), showing a pick-up 
over previous week’s takings with a 
$1,600 pace, fine. Last week ‘45 
Fathers’ (20th) and ‘Invisible Men- 
ace’ (WB) split with ‘Loved Fire- 
man’ (WB) and ‘Bat Whispers’ (UA), 
oke $1,300. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Just Around Corner’ (20th) and 
‘Swing Cheer’ (U), plus first local 
showing of Federally produced pic, 
‘The River,’ making a quantity show 
that stacks up fairly strong. Shirley 
Temple cpus not guite as potent as 
previous efforts, and some indications 
of lessening draughts on the moppet’s 
pics. However, kid’s still potent b.o., 
and current weeks looks set at 
healthy $6,500. Last week ‘Miss Man- 
ton’ (RKO) and ‘Man Remember’ 
(RKO), had benefit of Armistice Day, 
but windup on six days was light 


Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,400: 15- 
30-40)—‘Annabel Takes Tour’ (RKO) 
and ‘Tarnished Angel’ (RKO). Start- 
ed only moderately, and pace rather 
slow. Mild $2,600 in sight, but may 
top that figure slightly. Last week 
‘Men with Wings’ (Par) and ‘King 
Alcatraz’ (Par), moved over from 
$3300" and manager to garner okay ‘ 


Vaude’s a Waliflower in 
Mont’l; ‘King’ Royal 8G 


ee 


; Montreal, Nov. 22. 

Going is good here currently, with 
‘If I Were King’ in top brackets at 
$8,000 and ‘Boys Town’ h.o. in second 
niche. Vaude pickings, however, are 
mighty. slim. Gus Van couldn't jack 
up the take beyond average at 
Loew’s, and Milt Britton band won't 
do much better. 

Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50-$2.50, 








plus tax). ‘Spring Meeting,’ legit. 


Philly on Upbeat; ‘If King’ Swell 
196, ‘Hour’ $16,500, Kildare’ Oke 


7 





North American premiere. Advance 


en oe ——= 





Philadelphia, Nov. 22: 
Philly continues to pick ’em out, 
couple spots doing large quantities of 
the biz in town, while others with 
less fortunate pix are suffering a 
load of grief. Aggregate, neverthe- 
less, with but one ho. here, is 


sliphte 
ly higher than past couple weeks, 
Weekend, all in all, was fair. Drizzly 
weather and no football games on 
Saturday hurt somewhat, but were 


more than accounted for by Sunday 
takes. Coming few days ar being 
looked on as a bonanza by exhibs, 
with a holiday plus the Penn-Cornell 
game Thursday, and the Army-Navy 
tilt on Saturday. 

Leading everything but the vaud- 
film Earle by far is ‘If I Were King’ 
at the Boyd. It’s surprising with its 
strength at $19,000, and unless there’s 
an unlooked-for fade-off it will have 
at least two good weeks. Also show- 
ing fair amount of what it takes is 
‘Shining Hour,’ at the Stanley. Not 
terrific, but well on the correct side 
with more than $16,500. Not set, how- 
ever, for another lap. 

‘Dr. Kildare,’ which got good no- 
tices and no doubt would have 
clicked nicely in the Fox, was forced 
by Warner commitments with dis- 
tribs into the action-loving Stanton, 
Fair at better than $5,000. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-68-75)— 
“Young Heart’ (UA) (2d wk). Town’s 
only h.o. and certainly not worthy of 
the distinction. Slipped from good 
$13,400 in opening stanza to weakish 
$8,500 this sesh. ‘Cowboy and Lady’ 
(UA) in Thursday. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘If King’ (Par). Atop the throne in 
Philly with nifty $19,000. Certain of 
at least one more turn. Last week, 
‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) got two extra 
days to get the house back on sched- 
ule, and did so-so with $17,300 for the 
nine days. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-68) 
—‘Service de Luxe’ (U) and Roger 
Pryor orch, Dick Foran on stage, 
Medium take at $20,000 for a medium 
nut, so satisfactory. Likewise for 
last week with ‘Gladiator’ (Col) on 
the screen and Jimmy Dorsey orch 


and the Andrews Sisters on the 
boards. 
Fox (WB) (2,423: 37-57-68-75)— 


‘Around Corner’ (20th). Bad $11,500 
indicated. Last week, ‘Brother Rat’ 
(WB) (2d wk) nice $12,600. ‘Angels 
with Dirty Faces’ (WB) in Thursday. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 37-42-57-68) 
—Men Wings’ (Par) (2d run). Just 
about paying its way with scant $4,- 
000 after a week and five days at the 
Stanley. Last week, ‘Citadel’ (M-G) 
(2d run) oke at $4,800 following two 
laps at the Boyd. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 37-42-57-68)— 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB) (2d run). Nice 
with better than $5,000 after double 
turn at the Fox. Last week, ‘Suez’ 
(20th) (2d run) poor $4,000. Had had 
ecw run previously at the Stan- 
ey. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75 )— 
‘Shining Hour’ (M-G). Shining all 
right, with $16,500 for the week, very 
nice. Set for no h.o., however. Last 
week ‘Men Wings’ (Par) for five days 
of second week, after which it was 
pulled, strictly tepid at $8,200. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 26-42-57)— 
‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). Unusual film 
for this two-gun barn, and, if the crix 
are right, not doing up to expecta- 
tions at slightly better than $5,000. 
Oke, however, for this house. Last 
week, ‘Girls’ School’ (Col) n.s.g. $4,- 
oo ‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par) in Satur- 
ay. 





sales reported average. Opened Mon- 
day (21). 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)—‘If I 
Were King’ (Par). Good $8,000 in 
prospect. Last and third week of 
‘Can’t Take It’ fine at $5,000. 

Capitel (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). Looks 
like good $5,500 after very nice $8,000 
last week. 

Leew’s (CT) (2,800; 25-34-40) — 
‘Listen Darling’ (M-G) and vaude 
topbilling Milt Britton’s band. They 
just aren’t coming enough with a 
n.s.g. $5,500 as outlook. Last week 
Gus Van and ‘Rio Grarde’ (WB) 
rated only poor $5,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Frankenstein’ (U). 
Warmed-up horrors don’t seem to get 
much here at a middling $3,500. Last 
week ‘Giants’ (WB) and ‘Accidents 
Happen’ (WB) poor $3,200. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Young Heart’ (UA) and “Touchdown 
Army’ (Par) (2d wk.). Excellent 
$4,500 in sight after very good $5,000 
last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 25-50)—‘La Tragedie Imperiale 
so-so $1,800. Last week repeat of 
‘Adrienne Lecouvreur’ tapered off to 
poor $1,200. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 20- 
24)—‘Trois Artilleurs en Vadrouille 
and ‘Port Arthur.’ Not much above 
$4,000, fair. Last week, ‘Les Nuits 
Blanches de Petersbourg’ and ‘Une 
de laCavalerie’ middling $3,500. 
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Tough Guys'Berle Sock $26,000 
‘Waltz’ $18,000, ‘Wings -Bob Crosby 
_ MG, Oriental ! 1G, Chi Very OK 





Chicago, Nov. 22. 

tT'wo houses join the big parade in 
the loop currently, while a_ third 
dreps out of the running. Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer have reopened the 
Oriental, dark since June, with ite 
former State-Lake vaiidfilm policy 
at 40c. top. The State-Lake, now un- 


- der Balaban & Katz management, is 


dark for remodeling and redecora- 
tion, to be reopened Christmas Day 
with vaudfilm. 

Essaness, which has had the Woods 
for the past two months, now moves 
up into big-time opposition in the 
loop with topnotch flickers. Starts 
currently with ‘Mars Attacks the 
World’ (U) coupled with ‘Storm 
Over Bengal’ (Rep). 

Other houses are striving with the 
best efforts and all are doing good, 
solid trade. Palace comes through 
with Milton Berle on the stage which 
is pretty much of a guarantee of 
profits for any house in this town 
where Berle is a stand-out favorite. 

United Artists has ‘Great Waltz,’ 
which cames in with plenty of 
*Hollywood’ getaway stuff. 

Bob Crosby orchestra is adding 
considerably to the gross of the Chi- 
cago currently in conjunction with 
‘Men with Wings.’ Additional ac- 
tion is at the Roosevelt where ‘Sub- 
marine Patrol’ is garnering an okay 
gross. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
‘Suez’ (20th). Moved here after 
two good weeks in the Chicago and 
will continue here to neat $5,000 cur- 
rently. Last week, ‘Sisters’ (WB) 
managed okay $5,300. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000: 35-55-75)— 
‘Men Wings’ (Par) and Bob Crosby 
orchestra on stage. Heading into 
strong coin, at $34,000. Last week, 
*“Suez’ (20th) finished a good fort- 
night to neat $30,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-45-55)— 
‘Listen Darling’ (M-G) and ‘Mysteri- 
ous Moto’ (26th). Satisfactory ses- 
sion in order at $5,000. Last week, 
‘Dark Rapture’ (U) and ‘Time Out’ 
(20th) strong $6,500 for goona-goona 


item. 
Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-30-40) 
(M-G) and 


—Vacation from Love’ 

vaude. Freddie Bartholomew head- 
lining on stage for initial session of 
this house under Jones, Linick & 
Schaefer operation. Heading to fine 
profits for inaugural at $17,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Little Tough Guys’ (U) and vaude. 
Milton Berle topping the show and 
accounting for bulk of the fine take 
currently which will raise the wicket 
to bangup $26,000. Last week, ‘Ser- 
vice de Luxe’ (U) managed solid 
$22,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75 )—‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th). 
Strong action flicker that is garner- 
ing satisfactory $11.000 for initial gal- 
lop. Holds over. Last -week, 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB) wound up a dis- 
appointing two-weeker to mild 
$7,800 


United Artists (_B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Great Waltz’ (M-G). 
Opened Friday night (18) and looks 
for $18,000, solid take for getaway. 
Last week, ‘Citadel’ (M-G) finished 
a two-week stay to so-so $9,500. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Mars’ (U) and ‘Bengal’ (Rep). 
On strength of radio publicity break 
the ‘Mars’ flicker booming the gross 
to $7,000. 





‘Wings,’ ‘Certain Age,’ 
‘Drums’ Top B’klyn 


Brooklyn, Nov. 22. 

Three first-rate attractions bring- 
ing Brooklynites from every corner 
of the borough into the downtown 
area to view ‘Men with Wings’ at 
Fabian Paramount; ‘That Certain 
Age,’ at RKO Albee, and ‘Drums,’ at 
Loew's Metropolitan. Also satisfac- 
tory is vaude and picture setup at 
Strand this stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Certain 
Age’ (U) and ‘Man Remember’ 
(RKO). Fine attendance will give 


house corking $18,000. Last week, 
Suez’ (20th) and ‘Mr. Doodle’ (RKO) 
sae week) produced neat 


Fox (4,089; 25-50)—‘Girls School’ 
(Col) and ‘Torchy Man’ (WB). 
Slightly down at $13,000. Last week, 
Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Big Top’ (Mono) 
(2d-final week) good $15,000. 

Met (3,618; 25-50)—‘Storm’ (U) 
and ‘Drums’ (UA). Good notices will 
boost biz to happy $17,000. Last week, 
Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘My Heart’ 
(UA) fine $20,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Men 
Wings’ (Par) and ‘Night Hawk’ 
(Rep). Good $21,000. Last week, ‘If 
King’ (Par) and ‘Wanted Police’ 
(Mono) (2d-final week). Turned in 


nice $18,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-50)—-‘Swing 
Cheer’ (U) and vaude featuring 
Lucky Millinder’s orch. Okay $13,- 
000. Last week, ‘Road Reno’ (U) 


and vaude, fine $12,500. 





‘MANTON’-KILDARE’ OK 
9G IN 50-50 DENVER 


Denver, Nov. 22. 

Grosses on the pre-holiday session 
size up as so-so. Nothing is able to 
climb into the really big class, but 
on the other hand there’s also noth- 
ing to cry about. 

Orpheum is grabbing off top coin 
with ‘Mad Miss Minton’ and ‘Young 
Dr. Kildare,’ dualled. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Sis- 
ters’ (WB). After a week at the 
Denver this one moved here to nice 
$3,800 results. Film will shift to 
Rialto next. Last week ‘Suez’ (20th), 
after a week at the Denver, did a 
nice $4,000, and went to the Rialto. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Listen Darling’ 
(M-G). Both after a week at the 
Orpheum. Holding a fair $2,000 clip 
here, Last week ‘Stablemates’ (M-G) 
and ‘Mr. Doodle’ (RKO) got by at 
$2,000. The pair had already played 
to fine business at the Orpheum for 


10 days. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Men Wings’ (Par) (2d wk). 


Good enough to draw down an okay 


Bway Total Dips, but ‘Sub Patrol 





$5,000 on the hold-over stanza. Last | 


week same film did a big $11,500. 

Denver (Fox) 
‘Young Heart’ (UA). 
$8,500. Last week ‘Sisters’ (WB) 
was good enough at $8,000 to be 
moved to the Aladdin. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
— Miss Minton’ (RKO) and ‘Dr. Kil- 
dare’ (M-G). Teamed for a nice 
enough $9,000, and will move .to the 
Broadway from here. Last week 
‘Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Listen Darling’ 
(M-G) were strong at $10,000, and 
were held over another day, doing 
an additional $1,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Road to Reno’ (U) and ‘Youth Takes 
Fling’ (U). Clocked at $4,000, good. 
Last week ‘Garden of Moon’ (FN) 
and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) were satisfac- 
tory at $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Suez’ 
(20th), after a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Last Ex- 
press’ (U). 
gait. Last week ‘Can’t Take It 
(Col), after a week at each the Den- 
ver, Aladdin and Broadway, 
‘Torchy Man’ (WB) $2,000, oke, 


SISTERS’ 17146, 
MATES’ HL. 0. 
TOP HUB 


Boston, Nov. 22. 
Quieting down with medium prod- 
uct after a good holiday stanza last 
week, film stands are marki: g time 
until Thanksgiving, when more im- 
portant product comes in. ‘Stable- 
mates,” dualled at the Loew houses, 
is making a good showing on hold- 
over stanza. ‘Sisters,’ also dualled, 
leads the first runs at the Met. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—Hard to Get’ (WB) and ‘Illegal 
Traffic’ (Par). Getting medium b.o. 
attention at $7,500. Last week 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and ‘Five of 
Kind’ (20th) (2d wk.) very pretty 


000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—In Society’ (U) and 
‘Annabel on Tour’ (RKO). Moping 
along into dull $10,500. Last week 
‘Miss Manton’ (RKO) and ‘Man Re- 
member’ (RKO), very strong $18,- 
300. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55)—Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Gang- 
ster’s Boy’ (Mono). Fairly promis- 
ing $17,500 pace. Last week ‘Suez’ 
(20th) and “‘Torchy Man’ (WB), dis- 
appointing, but aided by holiday to 
$18,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Listen 
Darling’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Very 
good $15,000 indicated. First week 
terrific $20,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Hard to Get’ (WB) and 
‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par). Medium $9,000. 
Last week ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and 
‘Five of Kind’ (20th) (2d wk.) $10,600, 
excellent. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and ‘Five of 
Kind’ (20th) (2d run). Still good 
for $6,500 or better. Last week ‘Men 
Wings’ (Par) (2d run) and ‘Higgins 
Family’ (Rep) (ist run) combined 


for okay $7,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Listen 
Darling’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Very good 


$11,000. Opening week big $16,000, 








(2,525: 25-35-50)— | 
Paced at a fair | 








and | 





VARIETY Y 











First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Nov. 24 | 
Capitel — ‘The Great Waltz’ 
(MG). 
(Reviewed in Varier-, Nov. 2) 
Criterion — ‘Listen Darling’ 
(MG). 





(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 19) 
Globe—‘Crime Takes a Holi- 
day’ (Col) (26). 
Music Halli—‘Cowboy and the 
Lady’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 9) 
Paramount ‘Arkansas Trey 
elier’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—Exposed’ (U) (21). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Rivoli—Little Tough Guys in 
Society’ (U) (2d wk). 
Roxy — ‘Submarine 
(20th) (2d wk). 
Strand — ‘Angels with Dirty 
Faces’ (WB). 
(Reviewed in Variery, Oct. 26) 
Week of Dec. 1 
Astor—‘Pygmalion’ (MG). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 7) 
Capitol — ‘The Great Waltz’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 
Criterion — ‘Arrest 
Drummond’ (Par). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Music Hall—‘Cowboy and the 
Lady’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Paramount—‘Say It in French’ 
(Par) (30). 
Rialto—‘Law West of Tomb- 
stone’ (RKO) (28). 
Roxy—‘Just Around the Cor- 
ner’ (20th). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 2) 
Strand — ‘Angels with Dirty 
Faces’ (WB) (2d wk). 


‘Cowboy’ Gallops Off | 
With $7,560 in Port. 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 22. | 

‘Cowboy and the Lady’ heads this 
week’s openers as a big b.o. winner 
at the Broadway. Two other pix in 
the mazuma are ‘Mad Miss Manton,’ 
at the Orpheum, and ‘Shining Hour,’ | 
at Parker’s UA. ‘Suez’ rated a sec- 
ond week at the Paramount and ‘You 
Can’t Take It with You’ goes merrily 
on at the Mayfair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA). Good 
advance bally and answering for big 


Patrol’ 


Bulldog 














Holding a good $2,000 | $7,500. Last week ‘Great Waltz’ (M- 


G) and ‘Youth Fling’ 
an oke $5,500. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
30-35-40 )—‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (6th 
wk.) Still winning at $3,000. Fifth 
week tallied $3,300. First four weeks 
piled up big $19,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1,- | 
800; 30-35-40)—‘Mad Miss Manton’ | 
(RKO) and ‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO). | 
Went across nicely for successful $5,- | 
000. Last week ‘Men Wings’ (Par) | 
closed a fair second week at $4,200. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Suez’ (20th) and 
‘Mr. Doodle’ (RKO) (2d wk). Hit an 
average pace at $4,000. First week 
— strong and ended with good 


Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25) — 
‘Texans’ (Par) and ‘Professor Be- 
ware’ (Par). Oldies got an average 
lay for $1,600. Last week ‘King 

ong’ (U) and ‘Bring ’Em Back 
Alive’ (RKO-Pathe) closed above par 
with $1,900. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—Shining Hour’ (M-G) and 
‘Storm’ (U). Responded to bally for 
good $5,500, and may hold. Last 
week ‘Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Listen 
Darling’ (M-G) brought a fair $4,300. | 


(U) garnered 





| Broadway’s 


| weeks. 


| (Tues.) 
| ‘Traveler’ and Ciinton at $38,006. Par 
| gets the benefit of Thanksgiving on 


Good $48,000, ‘Ark. Traveler’-Larry 
Clinton 386, ‘60 Years’ 50G, H.0.s OK 





Holdovers, two of them on third 
weeks, coupled with lack of strength 
Breduci, is hoiding down 
total gross this week. 
The alibis include a rainy Saturday 
and possible patronage indifference 
in advance of Thanksgiving, for 


Sm pees 


| which budgets must be watched with 


a lot of folks. 





doing anything for the Riveli which 
will be lucky ts get $7,000 with this 
one. House may close down if prod- 
uct doesn’t improve. Another that’s 
getting nowhere is ‘Illegal Traffic’ 
at the Criterion. It will have to 
stretch to reach $6,500. ‘Exposed’ 
opened Monday (21) at the Rialto, 
replacing “Tarnished Angel,’ which 
on the week aroused little interest, 


lonly $6,000. 


Best on the street but under hopes | 


are ‘Submarine Patrol’ at the Roxy 
and ‘Arkansas Traveler,’ with the 
Larry Clinton band, at the Para- 
mount. 


tomorrow’s Thanksgiving holiday 
prices, while the Par last night 
ended its first week with 


the second week, following which 


the house brings in ‘Say It in French’ 
and Count Basie for one week only. 

‘Sixty Glorious Years,’ British- 
made, failed to catch on and will be 
only $50,000 or thereabouts, very dis- 
appointing, at the Music Hall. House 


| opens ‘Cowboy and Lady’ tomorrow 
| (Thurs.), with reported big advance 
| sale, 


Third weeks for ‘Citadel’ (Capitol) 


|and ‘Brother Rat’ and Al Donahue 


(Strand) are neck and neck. Both 
have a fair chance to ease up to 
$20,000, okay. Cap brings in ‘Great 
Waltz’ tomorrow (Thurs.) for the 
holiday, while the Strand ushers in 
‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ and Ted 
Lewis Friday (25). 

‘Little Tough Guys in Society’ not 





‘RAT’ 514G IN OKLA. 
Warm Weather Heats Grosses— 
‘Young Heart’ $5,500, ‘Algiers’ 4144G 





Oklahoma City, Nov. 22. 
Exceptionally warm weather for 
this time of year and nice line up on 
films promises good week ahead. 


‘Brother Rat’ at Midwest and ‘Young | 


In Heart’ at Criterion top numbers 


| at $5,500 each. Arkansas Traveler’ to 


Tower for second week. ‘Algiers’ to 
hit $4,500 at State. 
Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Young Heart’ (UA). Okay $5,500. 
Last week ‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) 
dropped to average $5,200. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-25)— 
‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) and ‘“Touch- 
down Army’ (Par), split with ‘Road 
Demon’ (U) and ‘Tarnished Angel’ 
(RKO). Hitting nice $2,800. Last 
week ‘Renegade Ranger’ (RKO) and 
‘Vacation from Love’ (M-G), split 
with ‘Sons of Legion’ (Par) and 
‘Torchy Man’ (WB), average $2,500. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40).— 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB). Plenty good 
$5,500. Last week ‘Arkansas Traveler’ 
(Par), good $5,200. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 20-25-40)— 
‘Algiers’ (UA). Looking pert at $4,- 
500. Last week ‘Can’t Take It’ (4th 
wk) did okay $3,000. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35)— 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par). Brought 
over here from Midwest. Doing $2,- 
500, average. Last week ‘Men Wings’ 
(holdover from Criterion), nice 
$2,800 





‘Hour’ Shining $13,500 in Cleve., 
‘Sub’ OK; Gypsy Lee- School NSG 





Cleveland, Nov. 22. | 
Revival of vaude in form of per- | 


sonal appearances isn’t giving RKO’s | 
deluxe Palace here the hypo they | 


expected it would. Although touted | 
like a circus, Gypsy Rose Lee and | 
‘Girls School’ having trouble pulling 
in local crowds that are still skepti- | 
cal of p.a. bills. Friday opening un- | 
usually blah for her, due to sunny | 
weather and a terrific pre-holiday | 
slump that walloped all houses. Poor | 
start will probably hold the b.o. | 
down to $12,000. Last week Gene | 
Autry collected dis: ppointing $12,000. | 

‘Shining Hour’ is getting off to $13,- 
500 at State. Hipp’s ‘Submarine 
Patrol’ doing enough action to keep 
it from dropping below average 
standards. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,500; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB). Steady biz as 
result of h.o. pix’s strong first stanza | 
at Hipp, hitting $5,000. Last week, 
‘Man Remember’ (RKO) began dying 
and was yanked out after five days 
collected only $2,000. 





Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55 )—Submarine Patrol’ (20th). Liked 
by thrill-fans and, despite weak 
marquee names, will wind up with 
$10,000, okay for six days. Last week, 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB) got some good 
breaks worth $13,500, very nice. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55- 
65) — ‘Girls School’ (RKO) with 
Gypsy Rose Lee’s unit on stage. 
Matinees way off, doubtful that it 
will go over $12,000 at best. Last 
week Gene Autry in p.a. and ‘Miss 
Manton’ (RKO) were far from ter- 
rific, $12,000 being four notches be- 
low expected figure. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
— ‘Shining Hour’ (M-G). Better than 
Crawford's usual, edging up to $13,- 
500. Last week ‘Great Waltz’ (M-G), 
backed by great campaign and sweet 
notices, nabbed only $14,000, so-so, 
considering its standing. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Great Waltz’ (M-G). Move- 
over is building here, as it should, 
to $6,000, satisfactory. Last “week, 
‘Citadel’ (M-G) was just a crix’ pix, 
$5,000 hurting. 





‘Mr. Wong, Detective,’ Globe’s new 
one, looks about $8,000, good. House 
dipped sharply last week on hold- 
over of ‘Gangster’s Boy’ to $5,200 
after having nabbed a good first 


Both shows are in for two | S°Ve™ days’ business of $7,500. 


State with ‘Stablemates’ on second 


‘Sub Patrol’ will be about | run and Ella Logan, Joe Rines band 
| $48,000 at the Roxy with the aid of 


and others in person, is under aver- 
age but may push to $20,000, getting 
by. The dual-billing Palace, getting 
no breaks with ‘Sisters’ (2d run) and 
‘Torchy Gets Her Man’ (lst run), 
closes both tonight (Wed.) after six 
days at only $6,000, and tomorrow 
(Thurs.) brings in a new show, ‘Cer- 
tain Age’ and ‘Man to Remember.’ 

‘Marie Antoinette,’ which last week 
(14th) got only $4,800 at the Astor, 
closes Sunday night (27). ‘Pygmalion’ 
opens Dec. 1 on a pop-priced 75c. top 
policy. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G) (15th-final week). 
Last week (14th), $4,800, low. Closes 
Sunday night (27), with ‘Pygmalion’ 
(M-G) to open Dec. 1 at a 75c. top 
scale, grind policy. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Citadel’ (M-G) (3d-final week), May 
get up to $20,000 on final semester, 
okay. Last week (2d) around $32,- 
000, good, after first seven days of 
$45,000 for handsome profit on 21- 
day run. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Illegal 
Traffic’ (Par). Lacks the where- 
withal for better than $6,500 tops, 
mild. Last week, ‘Vacation from 
Love’ (M-G), $5,500, poor. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘Mr. Wong’ 
(Mono), Indications point to good 
$8,000. Last week, second for 
‘Gangster’s Boy’ (Mono), the gross 
fell to $5,200.after a weak first week's 
take of. $7,500. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Sisters’ 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘Torchy Gets 
Man’ (WB) (ist run), dualed. Pulls 
freight tonight (Wed.) after only six 
days at $6,000, very disappointing: 
‘Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Man of To- 
morrow’ (RKO), both 2d_= run, 
doubled, opens tomorrow morning 
(Thurs.). Last week’s brace, ‘Suez’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Swing Cheer’ 
(U) (list run), $9,500, good. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and 
Larry Clinton orchestra plus Elea- 
nore Whitney. Starts second week 
today (Wed.) after first seven days 
of $38,000, hurt by weekend weather 
but okay. Last week, third, for ‘Men 
with Wings’ (Par) and Mark War- 
now, Raymond Scott, and others, 
$25,000, satisfactory. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘60 Glorious Years’ 
(RKO) and stage show. a; 
made sequel to ‘Victoria the Great’ 
(RKO) exhibiting no draught here 
and lucky if topping weak $50,000. 
Last week, ‘Young in Heart’ (UA) 
on the holdover got $75,000, agree- 
able. Advance sale on ‘Cowboy and 


Lady’ (UA) opening tomorrow 
(Thanksgiving) big. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Exposed’ 
(U). Opened Monday (21) and may 


get $7,000. In ahead, “Tarnished An- 
el’ (RKO) proved only lukewarm at 


the b.o., $6,000. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-40-55)—Tough 
Guys’ (U). Lucky if over $7,000. 
Poorness of product, with house tak- 
ing it on the chin for long time now, 
may force an early closing although 
Riv signed a first run deal with U 
for 24 of its '38-39 films. Last week, 
‘Hard to Get’ (WB) dipped under 
$8,000, bad. , ‘ 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Sub Pa- 
trol’ (20th) and stage show. Poor 
weekend on street holding this one 
down to about $48,000, under hopes 
but good, and will hold over. Last 
week, second for ‘Certain Age’ (U), 
$42,000, very nice. 20th-Fox has 
exerted itself on a campaign for 
‘Patrol’ which may build it on the 
holdover. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75) — ‘Rat’ 
(WB) and, on stage, Al Donahue 
band, Jane Bryan and others (3d- 
final week). Jane Bryan replaced 
Hugh Herbert for current (final) 
stanza and business okay, maybe 
$20,000. Second week was, $30,000, 
while first was $41,000 for fine profit 
on the 21-day engagement. ‘Angels 
with Dirty Faces’ (WB), heavily 
ballyed and Ted Lewis, Eddie Leon- 
ard and others, opens Friday (25). 

State (3,450: 35-55-75)—Stable- 
mates’ (M-G) (2d run) and on stage 
Joe Rines orch, Ella Logan, others, 
Business not so brisk as of late but 
perhaps $20,000. some orofit. Last 


week ‘Kildare’ (M-G) (2d run) (1st 





week) and Milton Berle (2d week), 
near to $30,000, excellent. 
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Heidt: Manton’ Sock 326 in Bullish 
Pitt: Rapture $5,500, ‘Hour’ Slow 








Pittsburgh, Nov. 22. 
Improvement noticeable last few 
sessions continuing brisky this week, 
with everything up nicely and indi- 
cations pointing to first-rate fall 
season. Town gets another first-run 
de ‘luxe house, Harris-Senator, for- 
merly the Aldine, on Thursday (23), 
giving WB Stanley its first flesh 
competish in couple of years and 
adding 2,000 more seats to downtown 
sector. Probable this will cut in on 
others somewhat, but real tip-off | 
will hardly come for several weeks | 
since recent biz impetus should | 

weather the increase for a while. 


Stanley head and shoulders above 
pack currently, with “iorace Heidt, 
helped by ‘Mad Miss Manton,’ head- 
ing for his best grosser here so far. 
‘Citadel,’ moving to Warner after a 
big week at the Penn, is displaying 
plenty of zip and going strong. Only 
real disappointment is ‘Shining 
Hour,’ doing poorly, despite abund- 
ance of cast names. ‘Dark Rapture’ 
got swell campaign at Fulton and 
cashing in nicely while swell notices 
for ‘Girls School,’ on dual with “Mys- 
terious Mr. Moto,’ is giving Alvin 
better than average twin-bill trade. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Girls School’ (Col) and ‘Mr. Moto’ 
(20th). Considering complete ab- 
sence of marquee draw, not bad at 
all. ‘School’ hailed as a _ surprise 
flicker by all of the critics and get- 
ting considerable attention with 
‘Moto’ holding up its end with the 
whodunit crowd. Looks like around 
$6,000, not exceptional, but better 
than usual twinner does here. Last 
week, second of ‘Suez’ (20th) all 
right at $6,900 on top of $14,000 
opener. 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Dark Rapture’ (U). Producers 
Armand Denis and Leila Roosevelt 
in town for couple of days preced- 
ing opening and got plenty of free 
space in the newspapers, along with 
flock of radio broadcasts. Started 
slowly, but accumulation of public- 
ity and excellent reviews turned the 
trick, Better than $5,500 in eight 
days, strong. Last week ‘Five of 
Kind’ (20th) and ‘Swing Cheer’ (U) 
good at $5,000 and could have held. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Shining Hour’ (M-G). Cast names 
all that’s saving this one from com- 
plete nosedive. Got a panning gen- 
erally, but stars enabled it to get 
away fast and salvage considerable. 
Won't do more than $12,000, bad for 
this type of product. Last week 
‘Citadel’ (M-G) the surprise click 
of season, $22.000 and a h. o. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Miss Manton’ (RKO) and Horace 
Heidt. Latter always big on stage 
here, but bigger than ever this time. 
Holding even with last year’s fig- 
ures, but he’ll get Thanksgiving Day, 
too, proverbially one of best days of 

ear here, and take then should 

st figure to around $32,000, great. 
Last week, Major Bowes’ amateurs 
on stage out of the money for first 
time, with ‘Drums’ (UA) etting 
onlyi $16,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Citadel’ (M-G). Here after socko 
session at Penn, and will do the same 
for Warner. Hitting on all eight, 





‘Smashing Rackets’ 


(RKO), dual. 
Well satisfied with fairish $4,700. Last 
week, ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and ‘Tar- 
nished Angel’ (RKO), dual. Ended 
strong for $6,000, swell. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
‘If King’ (Par) and ‘Safety in Num- 
bers’ (20th). Set for $9,000, excellent. 
Last week, ‘Men Wings’ (Par) and 
‘Campus Confessions’ (Par). Had 
strong build at end for smash $10,500. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Valley of Giants’ (WB) and ‘Five 
of Kind’ (20th). Aiming at $9,000, 
dandy. Last week, ‘Young in Heart’ 
(UA) and ‘Vacation from Love’ 
(M-G) $9,100, very good. 
Paramount (Blank) (3,000; 10-25- 
40)—‘Men Wings’ (Par) and ‘Campus 
Confessions’ (Par), dual, moved here 
from Omaha for second week, split 
with ‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and 
‘Strange Faces’ (U), also dual. At 
$4,000, n.g. Last week ‘Imitation of 
Life’ (U) and ‘Slave Ship’ (20th), re- 
issues, tallied mediocre $4,700. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250); 10-20-25) 


—Come On Rangers’ (Rep), ‘Reform- 


atory’ (Col) and ‘Bordertown’ (RKO- 
reissue), first-run tripler, split with 
‘Pride of West’ (Par), ‘County Fair’ 
(Mon), first runs, and ‘Daughters’ 
(FN), tripler. P.a. of Roy Rogers one 
day (21) helped for socko $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Painted Desert’ (RKO), 
‘10th Avenue Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Blond 
Cheat’ (RKO), first-run tripler, split 
with ‘Drums of Destiny’ (Cap), first 
run, ‘Road Demon’ (20th), first run, 
and ‘Lucky Star’ (20th), tripler, good 
for $1,600. 


WINGS SOAR 
TO 116 IN KC. 


? Kansas City, Nov. 22. 
B.o. gait is as brisk as the weather, 
and the conclave of 8,000 state school 
teachers during past week was a 
healthy biz booster. Newman run- 
ning virtual capacity on ‘Men with 
Wings’ to cram in $11,000, a mighty 
figure for this house. 

Midland, where ‘Shining Hour’ and 
‘Blondie’ are paired, also happy with 
$17,500. 

‘Boys Town’ stage unit at the 
Tower drawing some biz on score of 
its being a novelty attraction, but is 
somewhat out of place in this type 
of house, and b.o. showing only aver- 
age returns. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptewn (Fox-Mid- 
west) (820; 1,200; 10-25-40)—‘Dark 








both houses. Combined $6,250 fair 
enough. Last week ‘Around Corner’ 
(20th) in both spots showed combined 
returns of $8,000, good work. 


—‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie’ 
(Col). Smooth sailing for this combo 
with filmized comic strip carrying 
good = of load. Set for fine $17.- 
500. t week ‘My Heart’ (UA) and 





and will finish pretty close to $8,000, 
which is little short of spectacular 
at this spot. Last weck ‘Vacation 
from Love’ (M-G) and ‘Girls on Pro- 
bation’ (WB) terrible at $3,800 in 
eight days. 


OMAHA ONLY SO-SO 


Aute Show Competish—‘King’ and 
‘Giants’ Each 9G on Duals 


Omaha, Nov. 22. 

Tri-States’ Omaha and Orpheum 
were running neck and neck for top 
C= honors, with the smaller 
maha doing better business on a 
comparative percentage basis. So-so 
te ny among first-runs and subur- 
ns reflect Omaha’s general business 
activity which is n.g. Holidays will 


a 

ity a bit theatre conscious with 
Roy Rogers, horse opera star, here 
for p.a. at Town one day (21) in 
connection with premiere of ‘Come 
On Rangers.’ Landed nice ge ogee ato 
space. ‘King’ was drawing the class 
trade to the Omaha for a husky $9,- 
000. ‘Giants’ looks good for same 
figure at the Orpheum. The Para- 
mount and Brandeis were sluffing 
pictures in a split week. 

Competish strong from auto show 
at Ak-Sar-Ben Coliseum which drew 
close to 25,000 in six days ending 
Sunday (20). 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue-Dundee-Military (Gold- 











berg) (950-810-650; 10-25) — ‘Boys 
Town’ (M-G) split with ‘Sing Sin- 
ners’ (Par) and ‘Give illion’ 


(20th), dual. Strong finish will get 
$2,400, nice. Last week, ‘Daughters’ 
(FN) and ‘Lucky Star’ (20th), dual, 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G). 
owed down to $2,300, but good. 
Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40)—Brother Rat’ (WB) and 


week-end, but slackened later, wind- 
ing up with $10,500, an improvement 
over past few weeks. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘Men Wings’ (Par). 
wait long to get started. Set for $11; 
000, de luxe figure and holds. Last 
week ‘King’ (Par) on its holdover 
rolled along to nice $5,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—‘Magnificent Obsession’ (U) and 
‘All Quiet’ (U). Reissues in twin 
harness getting fair $5,000. Last week 
‘Gangster’s Boy’ (Mono) on its own 
pulled $4,750, fair. 

Tower (Fox-Midwest) (2,050; 10- 
25-35-55 )—‘Five of Kind’ (20th) with 
‘Boystown’ unit of 70 kids on stage. 
Flesh show okay as amateur units go, 
but too much novelty in this vaude 
house to ring up any smash figures. 
Film sharing drawing power equally. 
Light at $9,000. Last week ‘Road 
Demon’ (20th) left drawing power to 
Hal Kemp’s orch on stage. Show cut 
to six days to get house lined up for 
turkey day opening, but strong at 
$13,500 on the short stay. 


BEERY-ROONEY $13,000 
TOP DULL BUFF WEEK 


Buffalo, Nov. 22. 

This week here is one of those 
stanzas when managers scratch their 
heads. Business seems to be off at 
the b.o. and in addition to pre-holi- 
day antipathy there seems to be little 
to pull the patrons in. Three of the 
Shea houses have shortened their 
week currently which further re- 
duces the grosses on paper. 

‘Stablemates’ is the best — in 
town, although the take even here 
is down. ‘Waltz’ is somewhat above 
par at the Lakes. 


Estimates for This Week 











‘Tarnished Angel’ (RKO), dual, split 
with ‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 


and ‘‘Stablemates’ (M-G), Okay, but con- 


siderably under recent grosses. Six- 
day week may reach $13,000.- Last 
week ‘Suez’ (20th) took a sharp drop 
toward the close, but came close to 
satisfactory $14,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)—‘Dr. 
Kildare’ (M-G) and = ‘Annabel’ 
(RKO). Business slightly better than 
usual here with indications of around 
$7,000, good. Last week ‘Garden 
Moon’ (WB) and ‘Girls on Probation’ 
(WB) strong and bettered estimates 
at neat $7,200. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
— Great Waltz’ (M-G). Six-day pe- 
riod for this one with indications for 
fair $8,000. Last week ‘Sisters’ 
(WB) showed substantial results 
when gross got up to $9,300. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)—‘Suez’ 
(20th) 2d run). Off here. Five-day 
week may see fair $5,000. Last week 
‘Around Corner’ (20th) down plenty 
for poor $5,400. 
Lafayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35)— 
‘Service de Luxe’ (U) and ‘Freshman 
Year’ (U). Takings are slipping for 
this dual which may see fair $6,000. 
Last week ‘Girls School’ (Col) and 
‘Under Suspicion’ (Col) very nice 
business at over $8,000. 


BRIGHT 246 FOR 
‘HOUR -VAUDE 
IN D.C. 


Washington, Nov. 22. 
‘Shining Hour,’ caliber marquee 
value which is usually spotted in 
Loew's ace straight pic house, is 
proving what can be done with Capi- 
tol, same chain’s big vaude spot, and 
is leading town toward one of biggest 
grosses in months. Earle, other vaude 
spot, also is capitalizing on holiday 
atmosphere with nice pickings via 
‘The Sisters.’ 
All four straight pic houses will 
open new bills Thanksgiving Day 
(24), with only two vaude spots 
sticking to regular Friday bows. Thus 
straight pic estimates are for six days 
without benefit of holiday, while 
vaude grosses include expected up- 
ping due to holiday prices. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Crawford-Sullivan-Young combo con- 
siderably bigger name value than 
usual at vaude house, and with 
Johnny Perkins-Harriet Hoctor revue 
the week should wind up with swell 
$24,000. Last week ‘Submarine Pa- 
trol’ (20th) slipped to weak $15,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,243; 25-40)— 
‘Suez’ (20th) (2d run), Six days 
should get big ,000. Last week 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G) (2d run) built to 


ts) 500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Sisters’ (WB) and vaude. Solid $18,- 
000. Last week ‘Arkansas Traveler’ 
(Par) and Ted Lewis orch, good 








Rapture’ (20th) solo day and date in | good $5,500 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) | $19,000 


9,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55) —‘Ser- 
vice de Luxe’ (U). Bucking opposi- 
tion toward passable $4,500 for six 
days. Last week ‘Miss Manton’ 
(RKO) held surprisingly to good 


‘Little Adventuress’ (Col) had a good | $9,500 


Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Brother 
Rat’ (WB) (2d run). Second week 
here holding to oke $3,500 for six 
days. Last week same pic took big 


Didn't | $6,600 


Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55) — ‘If 
King’ (Par) (2d wk). Six days look- 
ing at nice $9,000. Last week same 
pic took solid $16,500. 


Jane Withers-Ritz Bros. 
$3,000 in Tepid Lincoln 


Lincoln, Nov. 22. 

Turn in money has moved to the 
Lincoln, where Jane Withers, 
coupled with the Ritz Brothers (‘Al- 
ways Trouble’ and ‘Straight, Place 
and Show’), will go comfortably 
to $3,000. 

‘Drums,’ the class money jingler 
of last week, went into the Varsity 
after it was decided to move ‘Brcther 
Rat’ to the Kiva for the ho. Or- 
pheum, with only until Thanksgiving 
before going dark for the long prom- 
ised remodeling, is taking sume of 
the sluff single features while mark- 
ing time. Meantime actions are 
being rammed fast into the Liberty 
by J. H. Cooper, who loses the house. 
Jan. 1 when it becomes the property 
¢ the NTI-Noble string, his opposi- 

ion. 

General biz tone is not e ially 
healthy. First flesh was the king 
(20) of Roy Rogers for a one-day 
personal at the Colonial, the start 
of his national p.a. tour. 

Estimates for This Week 

Celonial (NTI - Noble - Monroe) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Rollin Plains’ (GN) 
and ‘Amateur Crook’ (Cap) split 
with ‘Billy the Kid Returns’ (Rep) 
opening with personal (20) appear- 
ance of its star, Roy Rogers. Last 
half a fancy, garnering $1,500. Last 
week ‘Songs and Bullets’ (Spec) and 
‘Leathernecks’ (Rep) split with ‘Ari- 














Autos-Vallee Dominate Frisco, But z 


Can't Take It $18,000, ‘Cowboy’ 126 





zona’ (Col) and ‘Fury Below’ (Cap). 
Ali right at $900. 

Kiva (NTI-Noble) (440; 10-20-25- 
35)—Brother Rat’ (WB). Brought 
over from Varsity. Heading for 
$1,000, oke. Last week ..m Law’ 
(Col) and ‘Man Could Work 
Miracles’ (GB), slow even after 
Mars exploitation, $750. Was sec- 
ond stanza for ‘Law.’ 

\Liberty (LTC-Cooper) (1,200; 10- 
15)—‘Rose Rio Grande’ (Mono) and 
‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par) split with re- 





vived horror, ‘Dracula’ (U) and 
‘Frankenstein’ (U). Should wind up 
nice with $1,000 or cver. Last week 
‘Torchy Man’ (WB) and ‘Hitting 
High’ (RKO) split with ‘I’m from 
City’ (RKO) and ‘Condemned 
Women’ (RKO), all right, $900. 
Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
25-35) —‘Always in Trouble’ (20th) 


and ‘Straight, Place’ (20th). Going to 
town, with $3,000 sighted. Last week 
‘Woman Against Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Nancy’ (M-G) did very well, $3,300. 
Orpheum (LTC-Cooper) (1,350; 
10-20-25) — ‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) 
split with ‘Listen Darling’, (M-G). 
Fair $900. Last week ‘Mars Attacks’ 
got only $800 in five days, n.g. 
Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘King’ (Par). Short noticed 
and showing it, $3,300 at best. Last 
week ‘Men Wings’ (Par) did only 
$3,600, shading sadly at the windup. 
Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-25- 
35)—Drums’ (UA). Lot of gvod 
talk, but slow to take hold. Paced 
weakly for tepid $1,800. Last week 


‘Brother Rat’ (WB) topped the town, 


$3,700, a lulu. Moved to Kiva for h.o. 


‘Hour’ Dual 156, 
Lewis- Annabel 
106, Providence 


Providence, Nov. 22. 

Local stands continuing healthy up- 
swing as ‘Can't Take It’ is switched 
to Carlton for third downtown week, 
and ‘Suez’ is recalled to Fay’s after 
two weeks’ absence from main stem. 
Ted Lewis’ orchestra and revue help- 
ing Albee, though not as strong as 
had been hoped. Loew's ‘Shining 
Hour’ and Strand’s ‘If I Were King’ 
are best new pic bets. 

Playhouse closed after stab at 
vaude biz, but reopens Wednesday 
(23) 





* Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Annabel Takes Tour’ (RKO) and 
Ted Lewis ork and revue on stage. 
Though not up to usual Lewis biz, 
show pacing for nice $10,000. Last 
week three-day revival of ‘All Quiet’ 
(U) and ‘Magnificent Obsession’ (U) 
netted fair $3,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (3d down- 
town wk.) continues to pile up gross 
with swell $6,000. Last week ‘Certain 
Age’ (U) and ‘Mr. Wong’ (Mono) (2d 
run) closed slowly with $4,800, only 
fair. 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-40) —‘Suez’ 
(20th) (2d run) and vaude. Lively 
$7,500 coming on this one. Last week 
‘Always Trouble’ (20th) and vaude, 
held for nice $7,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Listen 
Darling’ (M-G). Pacing for swell 
$15,000. Last week ‘Great Waltz’ 
(M-G) and ‘Night Hawk’ (Rep), neat 
$14,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
‘Just Around Corner’ (20th) and 
‘Sharpshooters’ (20th). Former looks 
to be slowest of all pix but still far 
from disappointing with nice $9,000 
in sight. Last week ‘Valley of Giants’ 
(WB) and ‘Actress’ (WB) nose-dived 
in final stanza and finished with 
fairish $6,800. 

Playhouse (Indie) (1,400; 20-35)— 
‘T’m From City’ (RKO) and ‘Broad- 
way After Dark’ on stage, ovening 
Wednesday (23). Last week dark. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘If I Were King’ (Par) and ‘Sons of 
Legion’ (Par). Keeping house right 
near top with bright $8,000. Last 
week ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (24d wk) 
welcome surprise with zowie $9,000. 





LINCOLN SET BACK 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Benjamin Franklin was placed 
ahead of Abraham Lincoln on 
Warners schedule of historical short 
subjects. 

Film based on the life of the Rev- 
olutionary leader is slated to start 
Dec. 26, from a script by Charles 
Tedford. ‘Abraham Lincoln in the 
White House’ was postponed until 





later in the winter. 


a 





San Francisco, Nov. 22. 


Terrific competish from the annual 
Auto Show, at which Rudy Vallee 
broke all attendance records, and a 
warm spell which kept most people 
out of doors have cut into biz con- 
siderably. This in spite of the fact 
that Market street theatres are show- 
ing some of the best pictures of the 
year. 


Among those theatres able to over- 
come the interest in the gas buggies 
and the desire to remain in the sun 
were the Orpheum, which is doing 
phenomenal biz with ‘You Can't 
Take It With You,’ and the United 
Artists, which is riding high with 
‘Cowboy and the Lady.’ Customers 
are not waltzing up to the Warfield 
theatre box office in as great num- 
bers as anticipated. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75) — 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and ‘King Al- 
catraz’ (Par). Fox picked up plenty 
of extra coin on its ‘Big Game Sing- 
time Jamboree,’ presented on the 


‘| stage last Saturday follow the U:-e-= 


Stanford annual grid contest. ‘Rat’ 


and ‘Alcatraz’ also were naturals for 
this football crazy town. Hefiy 
$18,000 pace. Last week, ‘Stable- 
mates’ (M-G) and ‘Road to Reno’ 


(U) garnered terrific $22,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Man to Remember’ (RKO) and 
‘Ice Carnival of 1939’ on the stage. 
Competish offered by other houses 
and auto show at the Civic Audi- 
torium only excuse given by man- 
agement for disappointing $12,500. In 
addition to ice carnival act, Gate of- 
fered a good supporting vaudeville 
revue. Critics went into raves about 
picture. Last week ‘Storm’ (U) and 
vaudeville did strong $18,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55). — 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col). Big hit with 
the natives. Although opening day’s 
biz was just a shade below expecta- 
tions, succeeding days takes more 
than made up for it. Picture is being 
soloed and looks set for long run. 
First week expected to cop $18,000, 
plenty sweet. Last week, ‘Girl's 
School’ (Col) and ‘Lady Objects’ 
(Col) got fairish $6,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 35-55- 
75)—‘Suez’ (3d wk.). Five days on 
the third week saw unimpressive 
$6,000 in strong box. Last week 
$10,000 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Road 
to Reno’ (U) (2d wk.). Paced for 
$8,000 on moveover from the Fox. 
This can be classified as deluxe biz. 
Pair could have easily gone a sec- 
ond week at the Fox, but F-WC 
wanted to bring in a new bill in 
order to get some of the strangers 
in town for the big game. Last week 
(3d) ‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Sharpshoot- 
ers’ (20th) strong $5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
55-65) — ‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA). 
poe! d Cooper and Merle Oberon are 
getting the coin in this horse opry 
which got off to a brisk start. Cohen 
opened on a Tuesday, beating several 
strong contenders for biz by giving 
‘Cowboy’ a two-day head start on the 
rest of them. First week’s take paced 
for around $12,000, plenty good. Last 
week, (3d) ‘Goes My Heart’ (UA) 
slipped to poor $4,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 3.-55-75) 
—'Great Waltz’ (M-G) and ‘Speed 
Demon’ (20th). Plenty of local pub- 
licity for ‘Great Waltz’ in a waltz 
contest being staged in every Bay 
area Class hotel and ballroom, but 

iz on this spectacle is not what it 
should be. Notices in papers were 
mixed, although crix were unani- 
mous in their praise of the new 
canary, Miliza Korjus. Warfield will 
wind up with about $11,000, which is 
okay biz after last week’s when Tem- 
ple in ‘Around Corner’ (20th) and 
‘Torchy Man’ (WB) did sour $9,500. 


‘ANGELS’-‘CHEER’ BIG 
1146; INDPLS. PEPPY 


Indianapolis, Nov. 22. 


‘Angels With Dirty Faces’ at the 
Indiana is zooming the gross at that 
deluxer to its best figure in many 
weeks to lead the first run houses by 
a comfortable margin. Glenn Gray 
and Casa Loma orchestra coupled 
with ‘Torchy Gets Her Man’ at the 
Lyric is giving that vaudfilmer a 
nifty take, while ‘Shining Hour’ is 
running nicely at Loew’s to beiter 
than average business. 

‘Submarine Patrol,’ although au- 
thored by a local writer and widely 
exploited in that connection, is prov- 
ing to be a disappointment at the 
Circle with a lightweight gross. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—If_ King’ (Par) and ‘Youth 
Takes Fling’ (U). Moved over from 
Indiana for a holdover session, but 
bogging down at $2,100, in red. Last 
week ‘Men Wings’ (Par) on another 








move-over from the Indiana was also 
slow at $2,700. 
Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,200; 25-30- 





(Continued on page 17) 
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British Film Increase for Australia 
Slated If U.S. Companies Withdraw 


Sydney, Nov, 4. 

Apparently convinced that there 
is hope for British-made pictures in 
Australia if American distributors 
are faced with additional local gov- 
ernment restrictions, which may 
force them to withdraw from Aus- 
sie, Gordon Ellis, general manager 
of British Empire Films, part of the 
Greater Union Theatres setup here, 
is planing to London for important 
eonfabs. 

He’s understood to have data on 
the home quota setup and may try 
to arrange for additional distribu- 
tion here. He also may huddle with 
Associated British officials, this 
company having furnished product 
to BEF until a fight over terms. 

Ellis plans to be in New York 
about Dec. 10 for parleys with Re- 
public and Monogram executives. 
BEF handles both in Australia, with 
excellent market in GUT circuit 
and with independents... BEF is 
operating in the black now for the 
first time in years, Understood Ellis 
may try for additional product from 
American companies and also some 
from Associated Talking Pictures. 





LONDON ‘ROYAL 


VAUDE NETS 
$25,000 


London, Nov. 14. 


Annual vaudeville show in aid of 
the Variety Artistes’ Benevolent 
Fund and Institution, which is 
dubbed a Royal Performance, due 
to the presence of the King and 
Queen, was held for the first time in 
10 years at the London Coliseum. 

As a whole, show was not repre- 
sentative of the available talent, and 
lacked spontaneity and tempo evi- 
denced in the last seven Palladium 
shows for the same cause, 

Although it was built primarily to 
exploit local talent, outstanders were 
Stuart Morgan Dancers and the Bad- 
minton Players (Hugh Forgie and 
Ken Davidson), both acts in the cur- 
rent Palladium ‘Crazy’ show, and 
both American standards. 

Locals who made good were Rich- 
ard Hearne, in comedy dance from 
‘Running Riot,’ the Leslie Henson 
show, at the Gaiety; Murray and 
Mooney in patter that’s been kicked 
around for a decade, and Evelyn 
Laye in excerpts from former mu- 
sicals. 

Big scene was taken in its entirety 
from ‘Me and My Girl,’ exploiting 
The Lambeth Walk, which is respon- 
sible for the phenomenal run of this 
otherwise mediocre musical, with 
background of over 100 past and 
present stats. Some of these could 
have been included in the entertain- 
ment proper to its advantage. 

Show grossed just under $25,000, 
against last year’s Palladium gross 
of $29,000. But it actually beat the 
Palladium gross by $1,000, as Pal- 
ladium receipts included $5,000 re- 
ceived from the BBC for ether 
privilege, besides saving entertain- 
ment purveyors in England $500,000, 
which the show is said to have cost 
them last year through its broad- 
cast. 


U. S. Censors Lauded In 
Aussie for Better Pix 


Sydney, Nov. 4. 
Improvement in present U. S. pic- 
tures here is attributed to the 
censors in U. S. by Minister for Cus- 
toms White. White censors pictures 











here besides collecting customs fees. 


He claimed the normal number of 


Yankee pictures scissored had been 


about 50% 
around 18%. 


but the rate now is 








G-B Deluxer, London, 


Slices Vaude Payroll 


London, Nov. 14. 

Gaumont, Holloway, Gaumont- 
British latest deluxer, which was 
built by them in conjunction with 
Hyams Bros. at cost of around 
$1,000,000, is changing its vaude pol- 
icy to three acts plus two features. 
To counteract shortage of picture 
product, house had played one fea- 
ture with five standard vaudeville 
acts, under supervision of George 
Black, with Val Parnell as _ the 
booker. Total cost of bill averaged 
around $2,500. 


GOVT CONTROL 
OF PIX SEEN 
IN AUSSIE 


Sydney, Nov. 4. 

Possibility of full government 
regulation of the film industry in 
New South Wales and elsewhere in 
the Antipodes is being considered, 
according to new reports here, It’s 
all attributed to the pressure behind 
the quota, exhibitors’ 25% rejection 
rights, halting of block booking and 
restricting of theatre construction. 

Admittedly, the ‘politico-minded 
here do not want to run the picture 
business. However, it’s hinted that 
the government is considering im- 
porting a man from England to run 
the industry. Idea would to have 
one in charge with a good knowl- 








edge of the business but with no po- | 


litical entanglement. The opposition 
which is gradually developing to 
such a plan, however, may squelch 
it. 





Del Rio for Mex Pic 


Mexico City, Nov. 22. 

Pedro Calderon, maker of ‘La 
Zandunga,’ Lupe Velez’s first Mexi- 
can-made picture, is dickering with 
Dolores del Rio and Agustin Lara, 
Mexico’s ace romantic songwriter, 
for leads in ‘Santa’ (‘Saintess’), 
based on the national classic novel. 

Picture would be made here in the 
winter. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 








‘French Without Tears,’ Criterion— 
Nov. 6, ’36. 

‘Robert’s Wife,’ Globe—Nov. 23, ’37. 

‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace 
—Dec. 16, ’37. 

‘Nine Sharp,’ Little—Jan. 26, 38. 

‘Wild Oats,’ Princess—April 13, ’38. 
0 cues Ridge,’ Strand—April 27, 


‘Glorious Morning.’ Whitehall— 
May 26, ’38. 

‘Spring Meeting,’ Ambassador— 
May 31, ’38. 


‘Lot’s Wife,’ Savoy—June 10. 
‘She Too Was Young,’ New—Aug. 


16. 
‘The Fleet's Lit Up,’ Hippodrome— 


a 17. : 
‘George and Margaret,’ Piccadilly 
—Aug. 30. 
‘Running Riot,’ Gaiety—Auzg. 31. 
‘Flashing Stream,’ Lyric—Sept. 1. 
‘Room for Two,’ Comedy—Sept. 6. 
‘Dear Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 14. 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess— | 
Sept. 20. 

‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ Shaftesbury 
—Sept. 23. 


‘The White Guard,’ Phoenix—Oct. 6. 

‘Bobby Get Your Gun,’ Adelphia— | 
Oct. 7. 

‘When We Are Married,’ St. Mar- | 
tin’s—Oct. 11. 


‘Private History, Gate—Oct. 12. 

‘Quiet Wedding,’ Wynham’s—Oct. 
14. 

‘Idiot's Delight,’ His Majesty’s— 
Oct. 24. 


‘They Fly by Twilight,’ Aldwych— 
Oct. 27. 

‘Elisabeth of Austria,’ 
Nov. 3. 

‘Shoemaker’s Holiday,’ Playhouse— 
Nov. 4 

‘Traitor’s Gate,” Duke of York— 
Nov. 17 


Garrick— 


NO COMPROMISE 


Herron, Hays’ 
Chief, Says U. S. Cos. 
Could Not Operate Un- 
der Proposed Government 


Quit by Jan. 1. 





FEAR PRECEDENT 





Every 


stand firmly against acceding to the 
Italian nationalization plan for dis- 
tributing foreign films in _ Italy. 
Some hope towards a compromise 


was seen when original bans were 
lifted against certain cartoon sub- 
jects originally barred in Italy. 
Major Frederick Herron, head of 
foreign division of the Hays office, 
stated yesterday (Tuesday) in New 
York that American companies were 


drawing. He said picture firms can’t 
operate under proposed new decree. 

As the situation now stands, it was 
learned last week, all eight major 
companies have agreed to quit dis- 
tributing in Italy on Jan. 1 if pres- 
ent distribution via a government 
agency, with its strict rules on regi- 
mentation, goes into effect. Agree- 
ment to stand pat was made by 
major representatives abroad about 
a month ago. 


‘Impossible’ Under Setup 
Major company foreign officials 
agree that it would be economically 
impossible to operate under proposed 
setup. Idea of handing American 
\firms a lump sum _ ($1,000,000 was 
named as likely amount for U. S. 





what films tue Italian agency deemed 
suitable considered a cross-current 
to American business methods. Per- 
mitting a government body to fix 
film rentals and actually distribute 
pictures is also regarded as a bad 
precedent that might be copied by 
other nations. 

Check this week showed that there 
was no assurance that $1,000,000, or 
any set sum, would be paid in en- 
suing years. Nor was there a guar- 
antee that the full sum could be 
taken from Italian soil. If usual 
amount is left frozen in Italian lire, 
only $200,000 to $250,000 would get 
to American companies as soon as 
coin was available. 

Scattered reports that some major 
companies might break away from 
the original eight were discounted by 
foreign representatives. That Italian 
distribution means only printing ad- 
ditional positives is regarded as 
highly fallacious because virtually 
every print released (superimposed 
titles are allowed on foreign product 
in only two or three theatres) must 

(Continued on page 50) 


BASIL SYDNEY STARS 
IN LONDON OPENING 


London, Nov. 22. 

‘Traitor’s Gate,’ by Morna Stuart, 
opened at the Duke of York’s Thurs- | 
day (17). It’s a somber, historical | 
piece about lawyers. Nicely received, 
but possesses no popular appeal. Basil | 
| Sydney plays lead. 

‘The Robust Invalid,’ an excellent 
| English adaptation of Moliere’s ‘Ma- 
lade Imaginaire,’ inaugurated season 
|of French plays at the Apollo Tues- 
‘day (15). Closed Saturday (19). 

‘Heart Was Not Burned,’ a facetious 
satire on dictators, showed itself to 
be intellectually amusing, but above 
heads of normal theatregoers, in its 
opening Friday (18) at the Gate. 











for ‘Under Your Hat,’ new Jack Hul- 
bert-Cicely Courtneidge musical, as 
result of excellent provincial reports. 
Show opens here Thursday (24). 





UNDER LAW Ao la 


Foreign | 


Decree Restricting Film | 
Imports—8 Concerns to/| 


indication this week was | 
that the U. S. picture business would | 


being forced out of Italy, notwith- | 


product over a 12-month period) for | 


A large library deal has been made | 


Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON 
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GUITRY’S WOE 


| French Director-Actor-Writer Sues 
for $27,000 in Dispute over Film 








Paris, Nov. 10. 

| Sacha Guitry, actor, playwright 
and producer, has found out he 
| might be suing himself over a dis- 
| pute concerning his last film, ‘Rem- 
| ontrons les Champs-Elysees.’ 

| His share for author’s rights, di- 
recting the film and acting in it was 
to be 1,000,000 frances (about $27,000, 
| current exchange). When funds be- 
came low during production he 
agreed to knock off 200,000 francs 
(about $5,400) but was told by the 
producers he could not collect his 
800,000 until the film was sold. So 
he had the film seized, claiming as 
its scenarist, the company was in- 
fringing copyright laws by dealing 
in something not its property. 

The tax collectors then demanded 
their share and as it was not forth- 
coming, had a second seizure placed 
on the film. Then the producers said 
if Guitry had directed the picture he 
was guilty of violating his own 
copyright. It goes to arbitration. 


SHOWCASING OF 
BRITISH PIX 
ON BWAY 


Presence of three crack British 
| features in the ace Broadway the- 
atres within a period of two or three 
weeks is viewed in the trade as be- 
ing indicative of the American in- 
dustry’s friendly attitude towards 
England and its film business, At 
the present time. ‘The Citadel,’ 
Metro’s British-made, is at the 
Capitol, N. Y., and ‘60 Glorious 
Years’ at Radio City Music Hall. 
Metro brings ‘Pygmalion,’ another 
British-made feature, into the Astor, 
N. Y., Dec. 1. ‘Man With 100 Faces,’ 
a Gaumont-British film, recently fin- 
ished a run at the Rialto. ‘Drums’ 
played the Music Hall only a short 
time ago. 

Although the ffirst three and 
‘Drums’ can be classed as being the 
outcome of the new British quota, 
which requires that American com- 
panies put production value into 
quota-credit films, presence of so 
many top pictures that were made 
in Great Britain, and the fact that 
they were given every chance in de 
luxe Broadway theatres, indicates a 
positive attitude on the part of the 
U. S. film industry towards England 
and its cinema business. 

That these films which have been 
given a break are costly productions 
| also evidences that the American 
film business is showing a desire to 
live up to the spirit as well as the 
letter of the new quota act. 
| Spotting of ‘60 Glorious Years,’ 
| strictly a historical story of Eng- 
|land, will give RKO three quota 
| credits and the sales department 
hopes that distribution in the U. S. 
|will justify the outlay. Same was 
| virtually trie of ‘Drums,’ which 
| United Artists got into the Music 
Hall, and is being given an elaborate 
| bally. “The Citadel,’ which Metro 
produced in England, apparently is 
going to justify expenditure on the 
picture, besides setting-up three 
quota credits for that cgmpany. 

Besides automatically raising pro- 














duction standards and _ increasing 
| production in England, the new 
|}quota law in that country has 


heightened the quality of pictures 
all down the line. Improvement in 
story and producing methods also 
has been reflected in the new Gau- 
mont-British films. 














U.S. Trade Agreements with Eng. 
And Canada Offer No Relief on Brit. 


Quota, But Does Cut Film Print Costs 


+ 
» i 


Washington, Nov. 22. 

American film companies receive 
no relief from pestiferous British 
quota regulations and other re- 
straints on imports under the Anglo- 
American trade pact signed last 
week by officials of the two govern- 
ments. Faint hope that the agree- 
ment would at least contain promise 
Great Britain will not impose any 
harsher conditions was dashed when 
document contained no assurances of 
any kind relating to trade in footage 
with the United Kingdom. 

Sop for the U. S. picture industry 
was series of pledges by some of the 
British territories and possessions 
that they will not give the other 
country any bigger preference than 
at present. No lowering of rates or 
increase in quotas, though. 

Supplementary accord with Can- 
ada paves way for larger shipments 
to the Dominion. Tariff on standard 
positive reels, which was unchanged 
by the original 1936 agreement, is 
sliced from 3c to 2%c a lineal foot. 
Exports over the border in 1936 were 
worth $254,000. 

Promises not to raise the barriers 
in the way of U. S. films or to give 
British studios any larger share of 
the market were given by the fol- 
lowing members of the family of na- 
tions, with figures for 1936 trade: 
Bahamas, $24,293; British Guiana, 
$26,500; British Honduras, $11,288; 
Ceylon, $72,699; Malay, $113,829; Fiji 
Islands, $49,977; Gold Coast, $2,505; 
Jamaica, $1,735; North Rhodesia, 
$10,464, and Trinidad, $63,578. 

Equipment manufacturers received 
better treatment from the Mother 
Country and a few offspring. Great 
Britain cut the tariff on sound equip- 
ment from 33144% to 25% while pe 
foundland sliced the tariff fro 65% t 
45% and wiped out the 10% Siaber 
ence for products from Great 
Britain. 

No serious consideration given the 
yelps of U. S. exporters about the 
discriminatory British film regula- 
tions, official sources revealed co- 
incident with signing of the pacts. 
While liberalization of restrictions 
was suggested early in the parleys, 
the subject was dropped when it be- 
came apparent the British were de- 
termined to fertilize their own in- 
dustry and would not let down the 
bars raised this year. 

With the signing of a new trade 
agreement with Great Britain and 
Canada last week (17) tariff stipula- 
tions between the U. S. and Canada 
will hereafter effect a considerable 
saving in motion picture print cost 
for producers and distributors in 
this country. 

Positive print duty has been re- 
duced from 3c to 2%c per foot on 
all films shipped into Canada. This 
will not affect black and white 
prints so much as it will color print- 
ing, as most of the printing of posi- 
tives used in Canadian distribution 
is done in that country, but color 
printing facilities have been con- 
fined to the U. S. and England up 
to the present time. 

A reduction in duty on printed 
advertising material used by the mo- 
tion picture industry in its Canadian 
business was also obtained. 

No agreement was reached by the 
U. S. and Great Britain regarding 
films or raw siock. The British 
Trade Commission on its arrival 
here some months ago intimated 
that motion pictures would not en- 
ter into discussions at this time. 
Agreements were arrived at, how- 
ever, on photographic lenses and 
electrical motors used in gener- 
ators, projection motors and the 
like. 

Duty on sound amplification ap- 
paratus exported to the United 
Kingdom, for instance, has been 
lowered from 3314% to 25%. On 
photographic lenses imported by the 
U. S. there is a reduction from 45% 
to 30%; radio apparatus and parts, 
35% to 25%; electric generators, 
transformers, converters, telephons 
apparatus, etc., 35% to 25%. 
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Out West With the 
Hardys 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


Metro production and release, Features 
Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney, Cecilia Par- 
ker, Fay Holden. Directed by George B. 
Seitz. Screenplay by Kay Van iper, 
Agnes Christine Johnston and William Lud- 
wig; based on characters created by Aur- 
ania Rouverol; camera, Lester White; edi- 
tor. Ben Lewis. Previewed at Westwood 





Village, Nov. 18, '38. Running time, 84 
mins. ii 

TOV cis cccicccrcccsass ewis one 
y Hardy, Bed be pepsneseae Mickey Rooney 
Marian Hardy..--....++-+++5 Cecilia Parker 
Mrs. Hardy.......sceeeseevsees Fay Holden 
Polly Benedict.....+..+++++ Ann Rutherford 
Aunt Milly... ccc eeeeeeeeeecees Sara Haden 
Dennis Hunt.......cceseeesseees Don Castle 
*“Jake’ Holt.....eeeseeerees Virginia Weidler 
Ray Holt..ccccccccscccccsecves Gordon Jones 
Bill Northcote.......ssse000- Ralph Morgan 
Dora Nortcote,.......+++ee0e- Nana Bryant 
Aldrich Brown. ......seeeeeereens Tom Neal 
Cliff Thomas. .....-seeeeeee8 Anthony Allan 





Box office impetus given the Judge 
Hardy series by the recent ‘Love 
Finds Andy Hardy,’ combined with 
the substantial entertainment and 
general values of ‘Out West with the 
Hardys,’ notches it for very profit- 
able biz as a solo attraction—with 
good possibilities that it will go for 
extra time in many spots. 

Picture is studded with entertainu- 
ing factors throughout its unfolding. 
Nicely paced and with smoothness 


| Gillis, 


a pleasing and self-assured character- 
ization in the title spot, while sur- 
rounding cast has been nicely set up 
for effective portrayals. 

Director James Hogan has given 
fast pace and smoothness to tightly- 
knit script, which has plenty of ac- 
tion and suspense to maintain in- 
terest. 

While preparing for his marriage. 
to Miss Angel, Drummond stumbles 
on murder of the inventor of a sen- 
sational ammunition detonating ma- 
chine. He delays his wedding until 
mystery of the machine's theft is 
cleared up and culprits captured 
after chase to island colony of Eng- 
land. 

Picture is suitable fare for second- 
ary houses that have found previous 
features of the series profitable. It’s 
capable of getting over as a pro- 
grammer in key spots where a ash 


|of interesting melodrama is required 


in support. 


Peck’s Bad Boy With the) 


Circus 





Hollywood, Nov. 17. 

RKO-Radio release of Sol Lesser produc- 
tion, Starring Tommy Kelly; features Ann 
Edgar Kennedy, Benita Hume, 
Spanky MacFarland. Directed by Edward 
F. Cline. Screenplay by Al Martin, David 
Boehm, Robert Neville; adaptation by 
Neville: based on character created by G. 





in development, it has numerous 
comedy moments in both situation | 
and dialog, and provides oppor- 
tunity for excellent performances by | 
Mickey Rooney, Lewis Stone and 
little Virginia Weidler. 

As title indicates, plot carries the | 


on elaborate cattle ranch. Lewis 
Stone steps in to help Ralph Mor- 
gan save the layout from a conniv- | 
ing neighbor; daughter Cecilia Par- | 
ker has an adolescent romance with | 
foreman Gordon Jones; while lady- 
chaser Mickey Rooney runs into a 
tartar when little westerner Virginia 
Weidler demonstrates Mickey is not 
so hot in his athletic proclivities. 
Through it all runs the undercurrent | 
of trials and experiences of the 
Hardy family. 

Despite the several story threads 
weaving through the picture, skillful 
writing of the screenplay carries the 
yarn on a straight line from start to 
finish to maintain constant audience 
interest. 

Direction by George B. Seitz, who 
handled all previous Hardy pictures, 
is meritorious. With characteriza- 
tions of the Hardy family members 

retty well established in past re- 

ases, he moves them through se- 
quences with deftness to obtain 
maximum values from their human- 
ness and inter-family problems. 

Mickey Rooney continues his 
stride upward with a particularly 
effective performance. Lewis Stone 

rovides a warmth and understand- 
ing of youthful problems in steering 
his children out of difficulties. Lit- 


Hardy family out west for vacation | 








tle Virginia Weidler hits a high 
mark with her portrayal of the west- 
ern hoyden who shows up egotistical 
Mickey at every turn. ee ia Par- 
ker, Fay Holden, Ann Rutherford 
and Sarah Haden—other members of 
the family—are in with a well-se- 
supporting cast. 

Crossfire between cocky Mickey 

and the self-assured Weidler young- 


ster provides enjoyable se- 
quences, Mickey's over-dressed 
western outfit, with chaps, belt, ker- 

cularly 


chief and sombrero is parti 
laughable. His first appearance in 
this is topped by his unsuccessful 
attempt to ride a horse—with Miss 
Weidler topp the episode by pro- 
viding a burro for him to start on. 
Picture has been given a produc- 
tion mounting, getting considerable 
hike in budget outlay over previous 
releases of the series. Photography 
by Lester White is excellent, partic- 
ularly the ranch exteriors. 


ARREST DRUMMOND 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Paramount release of Stuart Walker pro- 
@uction. Features John Howard, Heather 
Angel, H, B. Warner, Reginald Denny, E. E. 
Clive, Directed by James Hogan. Screen 
Play, Stuart Palmer, based on novel by 
H. C. MeNeile; editor, Stewart Gilmore; 
camera, Ted Tetzlaff; asst. director, Harry 
Scott. Previewed at Stadium, L. A.; Nov. 
18, ’38. Running time, 60 mins, 
Capt. Hugh C. Drummond....John Howard 








Phyllis Clavering............ Heather Angel 
Colonel Nielson....... codons H. B. Warner 
Algy Longworth........... Reginald Denny 
PERE FREY E. E. Clive 
Lady Beryl Ledyard......... Jean Fenwick 
PAA BSS 6 600s odccvincteces Zeffie Tilbury 
Rolf Alferson............+-. George Zucco 
Robin Gannett.............. Leonard Mudie 
SEER edabsSéneccsceivdceviies Evan Thomas 
Constable Sacker.......scsseee- Clyde Cook 
Constable McThane............ David Clyde 
RETEST ETE Peet Clee George Rigas 
Sir Malcolm McLeonard....Neil Fitzgerald 
Sir Basil Leghorne.......... Claud Allister 
Inspector Tredennis............ John Sutton 
Old Major Trumleigh....Ferdinand Munier 
GUSTING cccccoscissccvcccscces John Rogers 
Cop cccecs PTT TIT TTT rity Frank Baker 
Gumba ....- 04 cada ccececcees John Davidson 

Latest of Bulldo Drummond 
series measures up favorably with 


st releases in the group. Contain- 

g all the ingredients necessary for 
a picture of this type, it presents a 
mystery meller, with weird murders 
and introduction of an ingenious 
machine of destruction which is 
stolen by international agents. Drum- 
mond goes through a series of excit- 
ing adventures to clear things up in 
heroic fashion. 

John Howard, Heather Angel, H. 
B. Warner, Reginald Denny and E. 
E. Clive carry through their roles 
from*past releases. Howard presents 


W. Peck: camera, Jack MacKenzie; edi- 
tor, Arthur Hilton, Previewed at Pantages, 


Nov. 16, 38 Running time, 68 mins. 

SUES POON hk tsccecusctcedonees Tommy Kelly 
PUOUrette. oc cccccccccccccccnsseced Ann Gillis 
EEN . occ ceceesBooccceseses Edgar Kennedy 
MYTME. ccc csscsessccescecesess Benita Hume 
ORR Sere Spanky MacFarland 
Mr. Boge... .ccccccccesssesess Billy Gilbert 
fT OS are ere Grant Mitchell 
Myre. PECK. oc ccesecedveccccces Nana Bryant 
DBID in gocccseee des eeees William Demarest 
MEY uc oS 2 000 chd os Goes seees Wade Boteler 
DERM oF vean$e0eoeepesuet ees Harry Stubbs 
eres BP CAVE ciccccetoegasedccace Fay Helm 
Herman Boggs.....++++- Mickey Rentschler 
CN hoc vewccstecweesstens Louise Beavers 





Limited in appeal to the juvenile 
trade, and rather a weak effort in 
general story and production setup, 


|‘Peck’s Bad Boy with the Circus’ 


will have to depend on exploitation 


|of title and appearance of Tommy 


Kelly (last in “Tom Sawyer’) in top 
spot to git it across for moderate 
business. Story is weak, rambling 
in its sequences that do not tie to- 
gether with any degree of logic. Di- 
rection fails to secure laugh reac- 
tions in several instances where they 
could have been rather humorous, 
and general pace of picture through- 
out is uneven and spotty. 

Story is an original, using only 
the Peck family characters and put- 
ting them in modern setting. Tommy 
Kelly looks forward to summer 
camps, where he can again win cup 
for obstacle race, but detours to the 
circus for a kid romance with juve 
bareback star, Ann Gillis, before he 
dashes to the camp in time to enter 
the prize event of the year. : 
Cast does fairly well with material 
pe sage by script, with Tommy 
Kelly sketched as a more heroic lad 
than the title conveys. His mis- 
chievous antics are decidedly limit- 
ed. Edgar Kennedy gets a few 
laughs as the circus lion tamer, 
while Billy Gilbert gains attention 
in the few sequences near the close. 
Picture was produced on moderate 
budget, and could be snapped up 
somewhat by elimination of repeti- 
tious scenes of trapeze performers in 
big top sequences, 


Little Tough Guys in 
Society 


Universal release of Max H. Golden pro- 
duction, Features Mischa Auer, Mary Bo- 
land, E. E. Horton, Helen Parrish, Jackie 
Searl, Peggy Stewart and Little Tough 
Guys. Directed by Erle Kenton. Story 
and adaptation, Edward Eliscu and Morti- 
mer Offner; editor, Bernard W. Burton; 
photography, George Robinson. At Rivoli, 
ee ¥. week Nov. 19, '38. Running time, 
mins, 


EOE. REOMEED odes cecccccenseceas Mischa Auer 
ME WEP vsoccctscccccckssses Mary Boland 
CNG 5.00 66606060 000 0k teeeess E. E. Horton 
WOROP. bsbiccdeccoscccicccccek Helen Parrish 
ee SPT Jackie Searl 
MD Ade accevdeccccestscveed Peggy Stewart 
i De rere Harold Huber 
DUOGCMAR s wcicccccccccccscevees David Oliver 
Danny..... C60 dd eve voctsoes Frankie Thomas 
SaMOr...cseccecscccscccsese 4-Harris Berger 
PEE 6 640060 0050s sevcseees Hally Chester 
POUR ob Secscdwotovcecectes Charles Duncan 
Me 0 6.0 646456 4u66264680066800 David Gorcey 
BIOGEN 6 ociscvccesiee --.-William Benedict 





A production of no more than 
passing importance, ‘L.ttle Tough 
Guys in Society’ will disappoint if 
pushed into dates where better than 
average programmers are demand- 
ed. The picture is not for the larger 
first runs nor does it suit as the No. 
1 feature in dualers of — grade, 
Down the line in lesser single billers 
and for secondary duals, it should 
prove suitable. 

This time Universal’s six little 
tough guys are placed in a different 
setting, that of a count estate 
which they virtually wreck before 
picking up a little religion. Story 
is implausible and the plot inconsis- 
tent, but here and there the dialog 
is sprightly. At other times it is 
tiresome, particularly the east side 
chatter of the toughies. 

The boring, slow-going plot is off- 
set somewhat by comedy situations, 
but not so much by the slapstick or 
stunts in which the kids figure. It’s 
through Edward Everett Horton, 
Mischa Auer and Mary Boland. Hor- 
ton does a butler who has his trou- 
bles, Auer a psychiatrist and Miss 
Boland the mother of a lackadaisical 
son who wants to remain in bad all 
his life. These three and the parts 
they play bring much relief to oth- 
erwise dull proceedings. Some of 








the pranks of the six little tough 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Out West With the Hardys’. 
(M-G). Hardy family in excel- 
lent comedy-drama geared for 
substantial business as solo at- 
traction. 

‘Arrest Bulldog Drummond’ 
(Par). Program melodrama 
with interesting developments 
of mystery and murder for 
Drummond to untangle. 

‘Peck’s Bad Boy With the 
Cireus’ (RKO). Strictly for the 
juvenile trade. 

‘Little Tough Guys in Society’ 
(U). A programmer for sec- 
ondary dating. 

‘IMegal Traffic’ (Par), J. 
Carrol Naish and Robert Pres- 
ton in good racketeer film. 

‘Exposed’ (U). Another Hol- 
lywood carbon of do-all report- 
ers, this time done with a 
candid camera. 

‘Mr, Wong, Detective’ (Mono). 





Sleuth story done in luke- 
warm manner, despite Boris 
Karloff’s trouping. Involved 
dual fare. 











guys are a bit amusing, but much 
of the siapstick they indulge belongs 
to third-rate vaude or shorts. ; 
East side ruffians are Frankie 
Thomas, Harris Berger, Hally Ches- 
ter, Charles Duncan, David Gorcey 
and William Benedict. They over- 
play a trifle, and some of the bully- 
ing by one of the lads, the. leader, is 
carried too far to be believable. Most 
kids wouldn’t take what he hands 
out, particularly if they’re supposed 
to be tough. Popularity of the six 
Little Tough Guys (offshoot, in part, 
of the already overdone Dead End 
kids) for film purposes probably will 
be short-lived anyway, particularly 
if the material isn’t better than in 
this instance. There’s nothing likable 
about any of them nor anything 
that’s entertaining. ; 
Absurd excuse for the kids being 
at a country estate arises from Auer 
prescribing companionship of under- 
privileged boys for young Jackie 
Searl in order to awaken him from 
what ails him. Wrong kids come up 
from a settlement through a ruse 
and prove almost uncontrollable, yet 
stay. Since the film code is to let no 
one get away with anything, the kids 
finally go back to stand trial for an 
east side job from which they had 
flown. } 
Young Searle does a fine job as 
the pampered rich boy. He bids fair 
to grow up into a good actor. Ro- 
mantic interest very buried, there 
being slight excuse for Helen Par- 
rish or Peggy Stewart. Harold 
Huber plays a holdup man, friend 
of the six east side juve delinquents, 
Gives his usual acceptable perform- 
ance, Char, 


ILLFGAL TRAFFIC 


Paramount production and release. Fea- 
tures J. Carrol Naish, Mary Carlisle, Rob- 
ert Preston, Larry Crabbe and Judith Bar- 
rett. Directed by Louis King. Original 
and screenplay by Robert Yost, Lewis Fos- 
tor and Stuart Anthony; camera, Henry 
Sharpe. At Criterion, N. Y¥., week. Nov. 


16, '38. Running time, 67 mins. 

Lewis Zomar......sseeeeees J. Carrol Naish 
Carol Butler... cccccccccccsess Mary Carlisle 
Bent Martin. ..ccccoscescces Robert Preston 
PERPUD. cc ccccccdcocsacesseees Judith Barrett 
FIBRO. cc cccccsecccccsscvcces Pierre Watkin 
Taree ++-Larry Crabbe 
Old Man Butler............. George McKay 
Silk Patterson............- Richard Denning 
BPCMNEN sb cee vocscccccconsee Philip Warren 
PENS 6 SRE Gs ci. cobooesesces Sheila Darcy 
i buh 5 64s osu dbdbssones Dolores Casey 
Cagey Miller... .ceccccvacgs Richard Stanley 
OL PP Sr rere ree John Hart 
MEMOY s'00 vec ceececccccccnsaes Regis Toomey 
SPEER Sn o's'ec cd ceesee’ William B, Davidson 
ROME  EMRIOT wdc ccccctivecatvss Joseph Crehan 
SEEIDD -SUONOES 6 cc ccccosteasane Monte Blue 
Pee eec wr ated odds chee eval Archie Twitchell 
State’s Attorney Ryan..... Morgan Conway 





Intriguing machinations of trans- 
portation mobsters supply a new 
trim gangster production from Para- 
mount, Picture is notable for fine 
villaining of J. Carrol Naish and 
definite arrival of Robert Preston as 
a new leading man for Par after his 
second film for this company. Should 
do better than average business if 
properly sold as a racketeer G-man 
story. 

‘Illegal Traffic’ rolls along smooth- 
ly because of Louis King’s slick di- 
rection. He has handled a none too 
original story with acumen and sus- 
penseful pace. He never permits 
the kingpin racketeer, Lou Zomar 
to become too much of an admired 
character while painting a vivid pic- 
ture of the leader’s ruthlessness. Di- 
rector also shows the youthful 
G-man as a sturdy character lacking 
the usual heroics, but with all the 
more sincere results. 

Basic plot concerns Zomar Trans- 
portation’s activities in shipping 
criminals away from scenes of their 
crimes so that the law is unable to 
reach the higherups. Efforts of po- 
lice and FBI have failed until Bent 
Martin (Preston) takes the assign- 
ment. He bluffs his way out of 
meeting the fate met by others who 
have attempted to get inside the 
gangster’s ring as one of ‘em. Mar- 
tin finally runs down the leader by 
playing dumb, but not until after a 
typical Hollywoodian auto-airplane 
chase. 

Latter episode, wheremwounded 
Martin pursues the fleeing mobster 
chieftain (in an auto) while the 
G-man flies an airplane, manipu- 
lates a machine gun, a radio set and 
drops bombs, is too unbelievable to 
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impress as the picture’s climax. 
Previous to this burst of melodra- 
matics the yarn kept within the 
bounds of reason. 

Naish is thoroughly arene as 
the mobster who speaks several - 
guages, but finds it a little — 
understanding ‘the law of self- 

reservation’ until it is explained to 

im. One of his ace portrayals Rob- 
ert Preston, as the FBI operative, 
comes close to stealing the film from 
Naish, which indicates how well he 
has been brought along. Mary Car- 
lisle makes a likeable heroine, and 
Judith Barrett, newcomer from 
Texas, shows up as having strong 
screen possibilities. Cast here as 
the gangster’s moll she _ indicates 
enough acting promise to be given 
more prominent roles, Matches 
nicety of line speaking with trim 


beauty. Larry Crabbe as one of 
gangster’s chief lieutenants seems 
miscast. Pierre W-tkin is excellent 


as Zomar’s partner. Monte Blue, 
cast as FBI captain directing opera- 
tions against the mobsters, gives a 
convincing portrayal of a minor 
character. eorge McKay, Dolores 
Casey, Regis Toomey and Richard 
Denning head a big supporting cast. 
Wear. 


EXPOSED 


Universal production and release. 
tures Glenda Farrell and Otto Kruger. 
rected by Harold Schuster. 
Charles 
idea 


Fea- 
Di- 
Screenplay by 
Kaufman and Franklin Coen from 
of George 





Bilson; camera, Stanley 
Cortez. At Rialto, N. Y., week Nov. 18, 
‘38. Running time, 63 mins. 
2 6 7 Rear ee Glenda Farrell 
William Reardon..........e0s:: Otto Kruger 
SRN. 5 con Ck ealcsbies cance’ Herbert Mundin 
EMba 6.04 ¢ chbh ee (bh 65.0 beds Shee David Oliver 
a: le | Eis Lorraine Krueger 
Steve Conway.....sscccees Charles D. Brown 
Ne SS eee Bernard Nadell 
WOM BECO si cccccdiccbsccess Richard Lane 
es 46 MEW ho 4s 5045s 664 40 Eddie Anderson 
Aloysius J. Meggs............. Maurice Cass 
GUE ET EERE TEC Ye rTee ee e John Kelley 
WU UGMEN c 0446 0005 b0bes60s.s0dbees John Butler 
Deccvecvevescsedvocvieccesvecs James Blaine 
Candid camera carbon of the 


Torchy Blane stuff with a lens re- 
placing the keyboard scoops. Con- 
tains all the usual exaggerations and 
hoke of Hollywood’s fourth estate 
illusions with capable, though hack- 
neyed, Miss Farrell exposing the bad 
boys with her little clicker. Much of 
the action and humor is too forced in 
this programmer satire on the photo 
mag craze. Two mild names should 
help. Support of another film will be 
more help. 

Reporting is again depicted as a 
pretty low calling, what with scoops 
taking precedence over everything 
but mother love. This time the desire 
to ‘beat’ results in libeling a former 
d.a. who has hit the gutter. Ever 
breathless, Miss Farrell muggs Otto 
Kruger in a flop house, where he is 
nursing a gin bottle. Guy is still a 
smart lawyer, and files ‘suit, which 
forces girl into usual detective-jour- 
nalist role to straighten things out. 

As the d.a. Kruger sent an innocent 
man to his death. To make up for it 
he’s hittin’ the bottle. Miss Farrell 
promises to find daughter of the vic- 
tim so Kruger can make restitution. 
In trying to scare off racketeers, Miss 
Farrel runs smack into a mobster 
situation, and, with help of now re- 
habilitated Kruger, smashes the ring. 

None looks too happy in his or her 
assignment. The usually impeccable 
Kruger makes a very poor bum, and 
then never quite gets out of its later 
on when he takes a bath. Miss Far- 
rell is becoming too typed as the do- 
or-die girl with newsprint in her 
bloodstream and tends to overdo 
her role more than ever, even inter- 
rupting kisses at sound of a fire en- 
gine. Herbert Mundin gets over a 
couple of chuckles as a windy pseudo- 
bum associate of Kruger. Writing is 
lightweight embellishment of a none 
too heavy idea. Direction might have 
overcome some faults, but failed to 
do so, making it all pretty spotty. 
Just about keeps interest. Hurl. 


YES, MADAM 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


London, Nov. 11. 

Associated British production and release. 
Stars Diana Churchill, Bobby ‘Howes, Di. 
rected by Norman Lee, Screen play, Clif- 
ford Grey, Bert Lee, William Freshman, 
from musical comedy and novel by K. R. G. 
Prowne; music, Jack Waller, Joseph Tun- 
bridge, Harris Weston; lyrics, R. P. W 
ton, Bert Lee, Clifford Grey; 
Walter Harvey. At Cambridge, 
Running time, 76 mins, 





es- 
camera, 
London, 


a, RI, OT Bobby Howes 
CEE GG od cc ened detec. Diana Churchill 
Bees. SNE 0 6650 00506ES 06h: Wylie Watson 
ee POE i cicvickbtes ce Bertha Belmore 
Pansy Beresford ...ccscsccccccs Vera Peace 
i. Rrra Billy Milton 


Sir Charles Drake-Drake..... Fred. Emney 

Five of the seven principals of the 
original cast are in the picture ver- 
sion of the musical comedy produced 
at the Hippodrome about four years 
ago. Bobby Howes is again starred, 
_ a po ene protagon- 
ist, Binnie Hale, has been replaced 
by Diana Churchill. 4 

The usual inconsistencies of plot 
are on a par with most stage musicals, 
and it is this very banal motivation, 
plus -interspersed specialties of the 
well known cast, that permits pre- 
dicting a goodly percentage of pro- 
vincial success in England. 

The song hits of the original are 
retained. Farcical, surefire horse- 
play specialties \ ! Howes, Wylie 
Watson, and Vera Pearce still click. 
Production and photography are ef- 
fective. Miss Churchill's interpreta- 
tion of the role is a bit too youthful 





for the dialog, which indicates a 
sophisticated ingenue. Jolo. 
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Mr. Wong, Detective 


Monogram release of Scott R. Dunla Proe 
duction. Features Boris Karloff. Directea 
by Willlam Nigh. Screenplay by Houstog 
Branch from Hugh Wiley's stories; editor 
Russell Schoengarth; camera, Harry Ney. 


man, At Giobe, N. ¥., week Nov. 19, ga, 
Running time, 70 mins, 

Mr. WO ica decbecccetes teeee Boris Kar 
Capt. Street..... Ce revecsceces Grant Withers 
Myra..cecses eeeveveccessees Maxine Jennings 
OBB fs cv cccouccevyeccice +eeee-Evelyn Brent 
Moll. ccvcccccccececcs seeeeesss Lucien Prival 
Meisle....eeceeees: seeeeeesees William Gould 
DAytOn.oecvcccccsccvcescseces John Hamilton 
EO@. TOME FOO. occcccccreccccvecccccces Tchin 
RROGMOP. .crcccccccvccccccccees John St. Polis 
Wilk. ..... seeesetaseses »....Hooper Atchley 
Lascari...... Coe evecsscccesenes Frank Bruno 
Devliin...... CHDERR CHC LODE Ob 086 George Lloyd 





Producers of ‘Mr. Wong, Detective’ 
intend making a sleuth out of Karloff 
and continuing him in a group of fea. 
tures concerning his Sherlocking ac. 
tivities. But a better job will have 
to be done than on this initial at- 
tempt if the series lives up to its po- 
tentialities. First picture suffers from 
directorial and writing troubles, plus 
a combination of careless acting and 
haphazard casting. Despite these 
handicaps, Karloff shows he is suited 
for this new type role and doesn’t 
need a grotesque makeup to register. 
Regret on this initial opus is that 
more care was not used in handling 
intrigue elements. However, it’ll do 
for double features, and the series 
may yet build, 

Fable of the poison gas killer con- 
cocts real mystery by including thin 





|glass bombs that explode when con- 


tacted by specific sounds. Story be- 
comes so entangled that final denoue- 
ment seems implausible and a let- 
down. Many of the difficulties en- 
countered in putting over details in 
film can be traced to faulty direction 
and failure to build plot concisely. 

Karloff fights vigorously to make 
his character stand out, despite lag- 
ging story buildup and action. If his 
Wong detective is to excite interest 
in additional films, however, the 
character needs further bolstering. 

Grant Withers, as detective captain, 
is miscast as a hardboiled sleuth. 
John St. Polis, film old-timer, is vivid 
as one murder suspect, although awk- 
wardly explosive in early sequence, 
Maxine Jennings, as the stately sec- 
retary to the first murder victim, has 
little to do, but is attractive ina slight 
romance with the captain. (This love 
affair is sprung on the audience by 
surprise.) 

Evelyn Brent, also familiar from 
silent screen days, makes acceptable 
the scheming Olga, one of the spy 
trio. Frank Bruno and Lucien Priva 
as international spies also suspected 
of slayings, look so patently villain- 
ous that everybody is wise to them 
save the police. William Gould, John 
Hamilton and Hooper Atchley are 
unusually strong in chief supporting 
roles. 

Dialog smacks too much of 10-20 
30c meller. Some stilted acting early 
in the film accentuates it. Produce 
tion values are standard to skimpy, 
interior of San Francisco police sta- 
tion ,being particularly crude. Wear. 


ENTREE DES ARTISTS 


(‘Artists’ Entrance’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 12. 


Films Sonores Tobis release of Regina 
production. Stars Odette Joyeux, Janine 
Darcey, Claude Dauphin; features Louis 
Jouvet, Dalio. Directed by Mare Allegret. 
Screenplay, Henry Jeanson, Andre Cayatte; 
music, Georges Auric; camera, Christian 
Matras, Juillard. At Colisee, Paris, Rune 
ning time, 100 mins, 


Professor Lambert............Louls Jouvet 
Cacka, «cccscicre seevcecees.-Odette Joyeux 
PVORCOB ie cc csscccscie eeee-Claude Dauphin 
TRADE. ccccccccccccece eoesee-Janine Darcey 
CPORRINON . cccccrcscssice eees-Andre Brunot 
TOUPMANSE co cccciscccce TITTITTT Te Carette 
Examining Judge.....ccccccscsssecees Dalio 
PUNO 6.05 540646-b¥ 0004 6dr seabS Mady Made 
nn UPR TT ECIT Ee Madeleine Lambert 
Feo EL CETL EET PETE TTRT CLE Pizani 
CIOMENCEs oo cescsecd boodbesatas Mme, Sylvie 
OR ob dSnicedecetidddscacd Babita Sauren 
IGE soi cccsecescescccsccencsttiee Smtr 
CR ss coSicdcicaacentsrare Roger Blin 
Mme. Grenaison........ Madeleine Geofroy 





‘Entree des Artists,’ based on the 
lives of struggling young artists at 
the Paris Conservatory, shows ex- 
pert handling in the psychological 
treatment of the aspirants. It’s box 
office here in capital letters and set 
for success abroad, after same cen- 
soring, 

Three relative unknowns come to 
light. The soeeplar ing, smart aleck 
acting of Claude uphin, the male 
student in the triangle—the others 
are Odette Joyeux and Janine Dar- 
cey—nearly vee this one from 
being a worthy product. Louis Jou- 
vet as patient, understanding profes- 
sor, is responsible for much of the 
film’s success. Marcel Dalio, in a 
new type of role, as the examining 
judge, is excellent. 

Story opens with the exams for 
entrance to the Conservatory. Dar- 
cey lives with an aunt and uncle and 
works in a laundry, but has studied 
hard enough to make the entrance. 
Thereafter begins the jealousy of 
Miss Joyeux for the other girl, as 
she has caught the eye of Dauphin, 
former friend of Miss Joyeux, whom 
the latter still loves. Miss Darcey 
becomes Dauphin’s mistress and he 
turns gigolo to make money so she 
can stay in school. There’s the 
murder of the ex-girl friend, for 
which Dauphin is accused following 
circumstances which split Dauphin 
and Miss Darcey. But there’s the 
usual ending after someone else con- 
fesses, 

Metier of the school, cafes and res- 
taurants habituated by the students, 
is well carried out. Dialog is well 
handled and photography good, with 





many interesting shots of Paris it- 
self, Hugo. 
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Electrics Upheld for 2d Time B 


U.S. Court 


4 





Washington, Nov. 22. 


Right of licensees to restrict use 
of their products in radio and theatre 
business was upheld this week by 
U. S. Supreme Court in a second re- 
fusal to free General Talking Pic- 
tures Corp. from the grip of Western 
Electric and other parts manufac- 
turers. Dividing 5-2, highest bench 
snooted Government’s argument that 
last year’s views of the patent law 
gave unnecessary protection to in- 
ventors and amounted to monopoly. 

Slant of assistant attorney general 
Thurman Arnold drew agreement 
only from New Dealers Black and 
Reed, while the majority lined up 
behind Justice Brandeis in holding 
that restrictions applied to eventual 
purchasers. 

Voicing the majority feeling, Jus- 
tice Brandeis noted that the Ameri- 
can Transformer Co. was aware its 
manufacturing license had _limita- 
tions and that its permit stipulated 
how products should be used. Notice 
that tubes were intended for radio 
receivers prevented purchasers from 
using them for any other purposes, 
he said. So General Talking Pic- 
tures, the tube buyer, was guilty of 
infringing. Question of whether a 
patent owner, merely by a ‘license 
notice,” can place legal curbs on al- 
ternate use of his product is an- 
swered in affrmative in majority 
opinion. 

Brandeis’ Opinion 

Justice Brandeis admitted that am- 
plifiers with the restricted parts, can 
be used in several ways. Including 
theatres and homes, but noted that 
‘for the commercial field, exclusive 
licenses had been granted by the 
patent pool to Western Electric Co. 
and Electrical Research Products, 
Inc. For the private or home field 
the Patent Pool granted non-exclu- 
sive licenses to about 50 manufac- 
turers.’ His reasoning was that tubes 
for commercial use should have been 
bought from W. E. or Erpi. 

‘The question of law requiring de- 
cision is whether the restriction in 
the license is to be given effect.’ 
Justice Brandeis said, ‘That a re- 
stricted license is legal seems clear. 
The practice of granting licenses for 
a restricted use is an old one. ‘As 
the restriction was legal and the am- 
plifiers were made and sold outside 
the scope of the license, the effect is 
precisely the same as if no license 
whatsoever had been granted to 
Transformer Company. And as the 
General Pictures Corp. knew the 
fact. it is in no better position than 
as if it had manufactured the ampli- 
fiers without a license. It is liable 
because it has used the invention 
without iicense to do so.’ 

Dissenters’ Opinion 

Two-man minority could not see 
this reasoning because General Talk- 
ing Pictures presumably bought 
bulbs in the open market. While 
manufacturer reserved right to limit 
use, buyer could not be curbed 
through license provisions, Justice 
Black maintained. Under patent 
laws manufacturer had permission 
to make tubes and offer them for 
sale, but when they were bought they 
‘became the property of petitioner.’ 
Label on the tube had no effect af- 
ter purchase he said, remarking that 
General Talking Pictures and Ameri- 
can Transformer cannot be held 
guilty of violating license terms. 

Important point made by the two- 
man minority—Justices Black and 
Reed, who concurred—was that the 
copyright and patent laws do not al- 
low the patentee, who has parted 
with his brainchild, to exercise 
monopoly over the eventual use. 


BWAY RIVOLI'S 24 U 
FILMS WITHIN 36 WKS. 


The Rivoli. New York, is guaran- 
teeing to play 24 Universal pictures 
in 36 weeks during the 1938-39 sea- 
son, with the Riv having the pick of 
the U product. It will fill out with 
any sluffs available from RKO, 20th- 
Fox and others which do not go into 
their respective first-run selective 
spots unless forced to close down, as 
feared. 

The Roxy, N. Y., is making no 
deal for any more Universals this 
Season, but will depend almost en- 
tirely on 20th-Fox. With holdovers 
on most of latter, as has occurred 
during the past year, the Roxy man- 
agement does not think it will have 
to go outside for anything to fill. 
‘Certain Age,’ winding up a fortnight 








on Its Patents Pool 


Park Ave. Cinema 


Harry Brandt and David Wein- 
stock will operate the new 600-seat 
Normandie theatre now under con- 
struction at Park avenue and 53d 
street, New York. In a deal con- 
summated by Berk & Krumgold, 
theatre brokers, Philip Smith, Bos- 
ton theatre operator, relinquished 
his interest in the house which was 
conceived and built by- the Goelet 
Estate, 

Completion of the Normandie will 
represent the fruit of several years’ 
legal struggle waged by the Goelet 
Estate to alter the New York City 
zoning laws which forbid construc- 
tion of theatres in certain residential 
areas, 


PATHE FILM CO. 
DISSOLUTION 
PLAN SET 


As had been anticipated generally 
in Wall Street, the plan of Pathe 
Film Corp. on its proposed dissolu- 
tion of the corporation as presently 
constituted will see the present man- 


agement taking over after a revision 
of the capital setup. Whole idea is 
to give common stockholders a more 
tangible participation in profits, 
eliminate present interest charges, 
continue the present laboratory busi- 
ness and place common shares closer 
to a moderate dividend basis. All 
is contingent on at least 80% of 
stockholders okaying it early in De- 
cember, Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission okaying plan last Satur- 
day (19). 

Under the present plan, Robert R. 
Young and his associates on the 
Pathe board of directors propose to 
purchase the film laboratory at 
Bound Brook, N. J., and what addi- 
tional printing business the company 
now possesses (lab on 45th street, 
N. Y., and pact with Pathe and 
Monogram among others). Would 
pay $500,000 for this with 5-year de- 
bentures. Purchasers would put ap- 
proximately $200,000 cash in the 
business to operate it. The 5-year 
bonds would be paid off at the rate 
of one-fifth every year. 

The liquidation proceedings in 
which Pathe common stockholders 
are intensely interested would give 
them a pro rata share of the com- 
pany’s holdings in Monogram Picture 
Corp. and RKO notes held by Pathe 
Film. Most promise is contained in 
the Monogram stock but there are 
less than 70,000 shares held by Pathe. 
This would give each common share- 
holder in Pathe only about an 
eighth of a share, or roughly 25c at 
prevailing market prices. 

However, main feature and per- 
haps the most encouraging one for 
common stockholders is that where- 
by Pathe would deposit its 3,500 
shares of DuPont Film stock in the 
bank as collateral for a loan of about 
$1,000,000, figured as necessary to re- 
tire 7,968 shares of outstanding pre- 
ferred and declared dividends. Pres- 
ent interest rate on this preference 
stock means that Pathe has been 
paying out more than $55,000 annu- 
ally in dividends at the $7 rate. 

Chief stumbling block to the plan 
(and it really isn’t, with Young and 
his associates controlling about 60% 
of the common) is the additional pro 
rata share idea for common share- 
holders. They would be given one 
share of DuPont for every 171 com- 
mon shares held, providing they pay 
their proportionate share of the bank 
loan amounting to about $250 per 
share on the DuPont stock. 

If they do not wish to pay this 
assessment, they can leave it with 
the bank and in five years it is esti- 
mated that dividends from DuPont 
would pay off the loan. Then the 
stock can be distributed clear. Value 
of each share of DuPont Film stock 
recently was estimated at $2,000 to 
$3,500 although no sales have been 
recorded recently at either price. 

Stockholders have 20 days in 
which to consider the plan before 
voting on it which is taken to mean 
that the special meeting, set for Dec. 
6, probably will be postponed. Plan 
will be mailed stockholders today 

















last week, was the last U pie here. 


(Wednesday). 
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write the story, and have signed a 
British director, Alfred Hitchcock, 
as pilot.’ 





Chi’s Censorial Frowns 


Chicago, Nov. 22. 

International political and social 
pictures came under the axe of the 
police censor board here last week. 
One picture, the Russian-made ‘Prof. 
Mamlock’ which had been scheduled 
for a date in the Sonotone sure- 
seater, was banned entirely on 
police fear that the showing may 
result in a ‘near riot.’ Picture is an 
indictment of Nazi terrorism. Ira 
Latimer, chief of the Chicago Civil 
Liberties Committee, prepared im- 
mediately to appeal to the police 
commissioner to obtain an exhibi- 
tion permit for the Amkino film. 
Also sniped by the censor board 
were several scenes from the lec- 
ture-film, ‘Nazi Germany,’ which 
was shown at the Orchestra Hall 
here by lecturer Julien Bryan. 
Scenes deleted were those that re- 
ferred to Jewish persecution and to 
titles that stated that United States, 
England and France were to blame 
for Germany’s troubles. 

Films Ok’d by Nazis 

Bryan will be remembered as the 
man who took some of the scenes 
for the March of Time ‘Inside Nazi 
Germany’ release last year. Sub- 
sequently, in an interview here 
Bryan revealed that the Nazi. pic- 
tures were in no way ‘smuggled’ out 
of Germany, and that the pictures 
were taken with the full permission 
and co-operation of the German 
propaganda offices. 


KIDNAP MALL, CLEVE, 
MANAGER, HIJACK $611 


Cleveland. Nov. 22. 

Lester Bieber, manager of Mall, 
downtown theatre, was kidnapped 
last week by two gunmen who 
forced him to open the safe and 
escaped with $611. 

Stickup boys corraled him when 
he was parking his car in front of 
his house 10 miles away. Keeping 
their faces covered, they made him 
drive back to the theatre. There 
Bieber had to tell the night watch- 
men that they were his friends who 
had forgotten something in his office. 
After opening the safe, he was or- 
dered to carry one of the bags of 
money back to the car. House man- 
ager was kicked out of it following a 
short drive, but his auto was found 
abandoned in a park the next morn- 
ing. 











Foiled Stickup 
Houston, Nov. 22. 

A well-dressed, middle-aged man, 
who attempted to hold up the Metro- 
politan boxoffice with a toy pistol, 
is being held in city jail, without 
bond. Shortly after the theatre 
opened Wednesday, a man who la- 
ter gave his name as Harry L. Jones, 
walked up to the window, and 
shielding a gun with his hat, de- 
manded the money from the cashier. 

Dorothy Daniel, cashier, screamed. 
The man turned and ran. Al Lever, 
city manager for Interstate Theatres, 
and Weldon Parsons, manager of the 
suburban theatres for the organiza- 
tion, happened to be standing in 
front of the theatre, talking. They 
ran after the man and caught him 
about two blocks away. He stumbled 
and fell, and as he did, the toy pis- 
tol fell to the ground. 

Charges of attempted 
were filed against him. 


repbery 





1-15 Years for $42 
Detroit, Nov. 22. 

Joseph Bush was sentenced last 
week by Recorder’s Judge John P. 
Scallen to serve one to 15 years in 
Jackson prison for the holdup of 
Irene Collins, cashier of the Kramer 
theatre, a year ago. 

The robbery netted Bush $42. 





Par Renews Roch. Century 
Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 22. 

Paramount has renewed its lease 
on the Century theatre here from 
the University of Rochester for 10 
years from next August when the 
old lease runs out. Century now op- 
erated by the Comerford-Paramount- 
RKO five-theatre setup. with Wil- 
liam Cadoret as city manager. 

Plans unday way for extensive im- 
provements, including structural 
changes in the balcony, new marquee 
on Mortimer street side, new carpets 





and interior decorations. 


Pan-American Accord Henceforth 
To Embrace Artistic Copyrights 





B.A’s ‘Hollywood’ 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 12. 

There seems to be a tendency to 
make the northern suburbs outside 
Buenos Aires the future ‘Argentine 
Hollywood.’ A number of leading 
local producers have _ established 
their studios there while others are 
in the process of installation. Most 
of the studios are about 15 kilo- 
meters (7% miles) from B. A. Since 
land is being bought by those in 
local film industry, value of real es- 
tate has risen consequently. 

Luis Sandrini, stage actor, who 
made a small fortune from three 
pictures and has now turned pro- 
ducer, has purchased considerable 
land at Munro, partly with the idea 
of building studios and partly as 
an investment. 


EXHIBS IN OHIO 
FEAR NEW G.0.P. 
AMUS. TAXES 


Columbus, O., Nov. 22. 

Exhibitors in Ohio fear what the 
new Republican state legislature will 
do at its session next year on the 
gross admission tax. At the present 
time there is a 3% tax on gross ad- 
missions throughout the state, which 
is part of the general sales taxation 
setup in Ohio. 


While this is viewed as an added 
burden for exhibitors doing business 
in the state, the exhib groups do not 
feel they are in any position to fight 
the tax since similar rate covers 
virtually everything in Ohio except- 
ing food. What they are most fear- 
ful of is the movement to put back 
the 10% taxation on gross biz. 

Such 10% admittance tax would 
return the situation which pre- 
vailed about four years ago. The 
state tax plus the Federal tax of 
10% on ducats selling over 40c 
forced many larger cinemas charg- 
ing 50c-75c down to 40c. This in 
turn shoved competition down to 
lower scales, entirely weakening the 
entire film theatre price structure 
of the state. 

If the 10% state tax is restored by 
the state legislature (a Republican 
majority in the state legislative 
body and a G.O.P. governor were 
elected this month), at least the 50c 
scale theatres would drop to 40c be- 
cause the additional 10c would 
represent tax payments to the Fed- 
eral government and the state. 
Hence, the exhibitor would take in 
as much at the box office at 40c as 
he would for 50c with the two 10% 
tax scales in effect. 

The state faces a deficit and is 
looking about for new fields of tax- 
ation in order to set its financial 
house in order. All of which makes 
the exhibitors apprehensive of the 
state legislature’s action in 1939. 














Rep Pays Off Rogers, 
Keeps Tag for Oat Star 


Los Angeles, Nov. 22. 

Roy Rogers, vaudevillian, accepted 
an out-of-court settlement of his 
$150,000 damage suit against Repub- 
lic and Roy Rogers, film cowboy, 
over the use of the name. 

Cash figure is not disclosed, but 
Republic retains exclusive picture 
rights to the disputed name for its 
western player, while the vaudevil- 
lian retains the right to use his name 
on the stage. Plaintiff had asked an 
injunction to restrain the studio from 
using the Rogers handle for its play- 
er, whose real name is Leonard Slye. 





Roy Rogers on P. A.’s 


Lincoln, Nov. 22. 

Fresh from his latest sagebrusher 
for Republic, Roy Rogers, the for- 
‘mer Ohio farmhand, made his first 
date on a 15-stop p. a. tour here at 
the Colonial Sunday (20). 

Goes straight east, hitting spots 
enroute. Has a trio with him to help 








While the various U. S. interests 
concerned with the domestic copy- 
right situation continue to huddle in 
New York, the question of copyright 
in the Western Hemisphere will be 
one of the subjects considered at the 
forthcoming Eighth International 
Conference of American States at 
Lima, Peru. Dr. Edith Ware, execu- 
tive-secretary of the Committee on 
Copyright, which has been sponsor- 
ing the recent confabs at Columbia 
University and the Bar Assn., N. Y., 
will accompany the U. S. delegation 
leaving Friday (25) on the Santa 
Clara. She will go along as ‘ob- 
server.’ 

Although copyright has previously 
been given scant consideration at 
the Pan-American conferences, it 
has been growing in importance in 
the last few years, with the rapid 
growth of radio and films. Matter 
is viewed as particularly pertinent 
at present in view of the intensified 
radio propaganda campaigns being 
carried on in the Western Hemis- 
phere by the Nazi and Fascist na- 
tions. Idea is that every facility 
should be made for the spread of 
exchange broadcasts by western 
countries and the cementing of ties 
between North and South America. 
None of the delegates to the Lima 
conference is in close touch with 
copyright, but Mr. Ware’s Com- 
mittee for Study of Copyright, a 
subsid of the American National 
Committee on International Intellec- 
tual Cooperation, has assembled a 
mass of information on the subject, 
most of it never before brought to- 
gether. All existing copyright laws 
of South American countries have 
been collected and are printed in 
Spanish and English, for the con- 
venience of the delegates of all na- 
tions attending the confereace. Idea 
is that with a knowledge of the facts 
the way may be paved for action in 
the matter. In addition, Dr. Ware 
may serve as advisor to the U. S. 
delegates if they desire it. 


Pre-Brussels Confab 


Added reason for the attention to 
copyright at the Lima meeting is that 
the subject is to come up soon at a 
convention in Brussels and a united 
stand on the question will be sought 
in advance. Brussles conference is 
for the purpose of revising the 
Berne convention, which was never 
ratified by the U. S. and, in any case, 
is now considered largely out of date, 
U. S. interests recently sent a repre- 
sentative to Paris with recommenda- 
tions for the agenda of the Brussels 
meeting. He has returned to the 
U. S. and is expected to read his re- 
port at the confab at the Bar Assn., 
N. Y., today (Wednesday). 

Meantime, the meetings of U. S. 
interests concerned with domestic 
copyright have lately been reported 
making some progress. Whole sit- 
uation. was at first pessimistically 
viewed by representatives of the 
various groups, but of late a much 
more optimistic view has been evi- 
denced. Stated that the different 
groups, which have for years held 
opposing views, have for the first 
time reached at least a surface unity. 
And although no specific points have 
been agreed upon, the facts of the 
problem have been breught into the 
open and a basis for mutual conces- 
sions has been reached, 

Part played by the Committee for 
Copyright in this is merely one of 
fact-finding. It takes no stand on the 
subject, but by trying to gather all 
available information it is seeking to 
bring about an understanding of the 
whole question and to help the vari- 
ous groups realize each others’ prob- 
lems. Figured that when the differ- 
ent interests see the subject as a 
whole and understand each others’ 
viewpoints the basis of some mutual 
agreement will be formed. Com- 
mittee for Copyright has been able 
to carry on this work through an ene 
dowment from one of the big founda- 
tions. 





LID CLAPPED ON PARK 


Des Moines, Ia., Nov. 22. 
Riverview Amusement Co., opera- 
| tors of Riverview Park here has 
gone into receivership on petition of 
Central Service Co., which alleges 
Riverview owes $17,593.75 for rent 
and water, accumulated since 1923. 

The petition states that on Sept. 
30 the amusement company’s finan- 
cial statements showed liabilities of 
$59,226.94, which were in excess of 
the value of the park property. 

District Judge Frank Shankland 
has appointed John R. Blanchard as 








yodel. 


receiver for the amusement firm. 
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a, 


about that old trade bogey 


... the pre-Christmas slump! 


..e DIS IS THE TIME OF YEAR when a lot of 


normally hardworking, aggressive, live wire 
lads in this industry turn into sad-faced, dys- 
peptic, kill-joys. Instead of going out after 
business, as they do the rest of the year, they 
park on their office chairs and dolefully mourn 
thecoming of what theycall ‘The pre-Christmas 
slump in picture business.’’ According to their 
sad story, what money there is to be spent in 
the community during each December belongs 
to the department stores and the Christmas 
trade. Any efforts to get people into their thea- 
tres by handing them good entertainment, by 
giving them the lure of exciting exploitation 
and advertising, they know, are doomed to 
failure. There's nothing they can do about this 
sad state of affairs but take an occasional aspirin 
tablet. That's their undertaker’s song. And, 
boy, do they sing it. 


BUT ARE THESE THE REAL FACTS?... tak to 


any of your local tradesmen who are supposed 
to own the town’s business this time of year. 
What will you find? You'll find that they are 
far from resting easy. Every day they pile 
advertising into the papers. Their shelves are 
stocked with Christmas merchandise. But are 
people rushing in to grab it? They are not. For 
the past few years it is an established fact; as 
any store comptroller’s figures will show you, 
that the Christmas buying season grows stcadily 
shorter. The idea that from Thanksgiving till 
Christmas Eve people have no interest in any- 
thing but Christmas shopping is now the bunk. 


HOW DO SMART OPERATORS MAKE 
DECEMBER PAY?... Luckily for all of us, the 


kill-joys, the gloom-spouters, the do-nothings 
are only a small minority. Luckily for all of us, 
there are smart theatre exhibitors in every town 
who know the facts and act accordingly. They 
know that shrewd exploitation, good show 

manship, will fill their theatres in December... 
and they go to the company that has the sure- 
fire December pictures, book ‘em, cash in on’em, 


and chalk up a winning score on Christmas Eve. 
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Paramount's Pre-Christmas 
Business Builders! 
«+ + Renald Coiman, acl yweed’s 


KING‘: greatest romantic star, in Frank 
Lioyd’s grandest screen romance, ‘‘IF 


| WERE KING, *? with Frances Dee, Basil Rathbone. 2 


‘ 


.«. America's Cavalcade of Aviation 
WINGS”’ is “MEN WITH WINGS,” gloriously 
presented in Technicolor, with Fred 
‘MacMurray, Ray Milland, Louise Campbell. Pro- 
duced and directed by William A. Wellman. 


‘MEN WITH 


_..- Bob Burns in “THE ARKANSAS 


TRAVELER TRAVELER" is the kind of picture 


‘THANKS FOR 


THE MEMORY’ 


“SAY IT IN 
FRENCH”’ 


‘LITTLE ORPHAN 


ANNIE 


- Kies Cateicelt giving another of his 


- Erikson sopevins the love interest. 
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Scribes Rebuke Studios 
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ready been placed on 44-hour week, 
and technicians and other produc- 
tion workers notified that any ap- 
plication of 44-hour week to film 
industry will be made retroactive to 
its effective date of Oct. 24. This 
notice was served on advice of at- 
torneys to prevent any suits for 
double time as provided in the act. 


George E. Browne, president of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, is expected to con- 
fer with film executives this week 
over status of his 12,000 members 
employed in the studios. 


If the five-day week proposal is 
adopted by companies, it would be 
divided into four days of nine hours 
each and one of eight hours. Work 
would be suspended entirely on Sat- 
urday and Sunday. 


Await Producer Move 


Business representatives of crafts 
under the Studio Basic Agreement 
met with Frank Carothers, labor pro- 
ducer contact, but decided to defer 
action pending some move by the 
producers, 
this session were Al Speed, Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers; William Castle, studio car- 
penters; Joseph Tuohy, Studio ‘'rans- 
portation Drivers Local 399; Ben 
Koenig, Makeup Artists Local 706; 
Bert Offord, Costumers Local. Cos- 
tumers and Makeup Artists were 
only locals of the IATSE repre- 
sented. 

The Screen Actors Guild has nixed 
a proposal of agents that expulsion 
of an agent after the SAG licensing 
plan becomes effective be subject to 
appeal before an arbitration »oard of 
five members. The agents suggested 
that the SAG name one member of 
the board, the Artists Manager 
Guild one, and that these two select 
three impartial arbiters. Tops in 
SAG said such a system would be 
permitting outsiders to dictate pol- 
icies of the SAG, as well as activi- 
ties of the actor representatives, 

Tentative plan of the AMG called 
for disciplinary action to be taken 
by the SAG, subject to appeal be- 
fore a three-man erbitration board. 
In the case of the expulsion of an 
agent, however, the agent would 
have the right to further appeal to 
a five-man arbitration board. 

The actors are certain to insist 
that all disciplinary action be taken 
by the SAG, and that any arbitration 
be before a board approved by the 
board of directors of the Guild. 

Definite plans for arbitration, as 
well as a code of ethics and adoption 
of rules for which an agent may be 
expelled from doing business, will be 
worked out this week. Negotiations 
have been halted pending return of 
Laurence W. Beilenson, SAG coun- 
sel, and M. C. Levee, AMG prexy. 
Beilenson has been on_ vacation, 
while Levee has been east on busi- 
ness. 


Indies Want Pacts Amended 


Independent studio unions have 
started negotiations with producers 
on amendments to contracts inked 
last year. First move was by Motion 
Picture Painters Local 644, who 
asked wage tilt for men employed 
on two night shifts. Tentative agree- 
ment has already been reached call- 
ing for time and hal‘ for workers on 
6 p.m. and midnight graveyard 
shifts. 

Proposal of painters was investi- 
gated by Pat Casey and committee 
of studio managers composed of Wil- 
liam Koenig, 20th-Fox; Keith Glen- 
non, Paraincunt, Carol Sax, Warners. 

Society of Motion Picture Film Ed- 
itors is asking reclassification of ap- 
prentices, librarians and certain as- 
sistant cutters. Reclassification would 
result in pay hike for men in these 
brackets. 

Society of Motion Picture Interior 
Decorators has named following ar- 
bitration committee to talk new con- 
tract with producers George Sawley, 
Paul R. Moyer, Henry Grace, Hugh 
Hunt, Paul S. Fox. 


Vern Murdock has resigned as} 


business representative of Makeup 
Artists Local 706 of IATSE. Mem- 
bers voted to abolish office, and re- 
tained Ben Koenig, brother of 20th- 
Fox studio manager, as legal repre- 
sentative. He also will direct work 
formerly handled by business repre- 
sentative. 

Jimmy Fidler, air commenator, at 
conference with tops in SAG, agreed 
to make closer check on information 
Pertaining to the Guild. Parley was 
arranged after commentator had 
aired report, presumably furnished 
by studio flack, that certain players 
had refused to appear at a newsboy 
benefit unless paid. Kenneth Thom- 
son, executive secretary of the SAG, 


Among those attending | 








said his conference with Fidler was 
mutually arranged and was perfectly 
amicable. 

Will Hays, president of the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors of 
America, Inc., is expected on Coast 
this week to discuss various produc- 
tion problems with officials. 


UA Board Meets 














(Continued from page 5) 





a numerical standpoint. Lynn Farnol 
will accompany Mulvey. 

While the company at the present 
writing is without any commitment 
from Selznick for 1939-1940 season, 
it is not improbable that he will con- 
tinue to distribute through United 
Artists, in which case total number 
of pictures for next season would be 
boosted to 34 or 35. 

Alexander Korda’s plans for '39-40 
have not been announced but he may 
produce one picture in Hollywood, 
of the total he will deliver, with 
Merle Oberon as the star. His de- 
cision to do a production on the 
Coast is predicated on his belief that 
he not only has a story in mind par- 
ticularly suited for the U. S. and 
international market, but that it 
would give him an opportunity to 
develop star talent, which is essen- 
tial to Korda’s desire for strength- 
ening suitability of product for the 
American as well as the English 
market. 

With regard to this point, Silver- 
stone states the industry would 
greatly benefit in increased gross 
business both here and in England 
through signing of the U. S.-United 
Kingdom trade treaty. Improved re- 
lations between the two nations will 
result in an increased general pros- 
perity which, he feels, will be re- 
flected in the business the motion 
picture industry expects to do. 

UA’'s general manager also inti- 
mated he will very shortly close con- 
tracts with a Spanish producer to 
make a Spanish production in Hol- 
lywood for the Latin-American mar- 
ket. UA would not finance this one 
but will lend the producer every 
production aid. 

According to Silverstone’s views, 
the American film industry eventual- 
ly stands to lose its market in Eu- 
rope, with the exception of England, 
and should pay more attention to 
developing business in the South 
American markets because of the 
tremendous possibilities there. He 
intimated that he has discussed this 
viewpoint with S. R. Kent, president 
of 20th-Fox, and found Kent echoes 
his sentiments. 


Pessimistic on Europe 

Reviewing the European situation, 
Silverstone states Germany can be 
counted out, as far as the possibility 
of doing business there or getting 
money out of the country is con- 
cerned, The Austrian situation is 
the same, with the added discourage- 
ment that prints of pictures belong- 
ing to American distributors have 
been confiscated there on the ground 
that such pictures are to become a 
part of the Austrian archives. 

Commenting on Spain, he said that 
if Franco is victorious an import 
quota will be imposed on American 
pictures and Spain will deal mostly 
with its allies, Germany and Italy. 
All in all the U. S. film industry can 
expect to be virtually frozen out of 
the Spanish market. Regarding Po- 
land, he claims that country has al- 
ready indicated it intends to impose 
quota restrictions on American 
product. 

Whether there will be a resump- 
tion of business done by American 
distributors in Italy is extremely 
doubtful as he considers it unlikely 
the Italian government will reverse 
its intention to nationalize film busi- 
ness after Dec. 31. 

Silverstone sails for London the 
second week in December to go into 
distribution matters with the Odeon 
Circuit of 300 theatres in which UA 
is financially interested. He plans 
also to have a triple premiere of 
U. A. pictures in London on ‘Box- 
ing Day,’ which is Dec. 24. The three 
pictures opening simultaneously are 
‘Cowboy and the Lady,’ ‘The Young 
in Heart’ and ‘Tradeswinds.’ 





COL. PAIR AWAY 
Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Two pictures, ‘Let Us Live’ and 
‘The Lone Wolf's Daughter,’ kicked 
off at Columbia yesterday (Mon.). 
Henry Fonda, Maureen O’Sullivan 
and Ralph Bellamy are featured in 
‘Live,’ and Warren William and Ida 


CINCINNATI 
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‘Girls on Probation’ (WB) and 
‘Sharpshooters’ (20th), split. Normal 
$2,100. Same last week with ‘Rene- 
gade Ranger’ (RKO). ‘Night Hawk’ 
ep, ‘Mystery Rider’ (Par), sepa- 
rate. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) (3d run). Okay 
$2,800. Last week ‘Stablemates’ 
(M-G) (3d run) (2d wk), good $3,200. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). All right $5,000. 
Last week ‘Service de Luxe’ (U), 
slow $3,000. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Men 


Wings’ (Par) (2d run). Poor $3,200. 
Last week ‘Suez’ (20th) (2d run), 
fairly good $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 


‘Brother Rat’ (WB). Very good $13,- 
000. Last week ‘Men Wings’ (Par), 
disappointing $10,000. 

Shubert: (RKO) (2,150; 35-40-60)— 
‘Affairs of Annabel’ (RKO) and 
Clyde McCoy and Don Bestor or- 
chestras heading stage show. Vaud- 
film season bowing in with a socko 
$16,000. Last week ‘Drums’ (UA) (2d 
wk), finale for straight pic policy, 
okay $4,500. 


‘King’ Snappy $11,000, 
Flesh-Remember’ 126, 
Leading Sluggish Balto 


Baltimore, Nov. 22. 

After fairly consistent run of good 
biz, local takings hit a slump last 
week with no improvement noted 
yet. H.o. and spot booking to ac- 
commodate Thanksgiving day open- 
ings planned by all downtowners, 
not strengthening matters any. Some 
fairly strong weekend interest in ‘Tf 
I Were King’ set in early and figured 


to hold through holiday period at 
Keith’s. 

Combo Hipp, cashing in on finale 
of Jitterbug contest sponsored in tie- 
up with local News-Post, started 
with capacity midnight show Thurs- 
day (17) helping ‘A Man to Remem- 
ber’ to hit a snappy pace. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Century (Loew’s-JA) (3,000: 15- 
25-35-40-55)—Shining Hour’ (M-G) 
pius stage flash. Mild going to pos- 
sible $9,500. Last week, ‘My Heart’ 
(UA) off to good start, but floun- 
dered to fairish $12,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—"Man Iemember’ 
(RKO) plus stage show with Happy 
Felton, Dixie Dunbar and winners of 
Jitterbug. contest. Depending on 
flesh for steady take of $12,000. Rave 
notices for film and capacity open- 
ing midnight show Thursday (17) 
helping. Last week, ‘Annabel’ 
(RKO) and p.a. of Horace Heidt and 
orch, $14,600, somewhat below figure 
indicated by strong weekend open- 
ing. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—‘If King’ (Par). Put in 
early and figured strong enough to 
hold through holiday with okay re- 
sponse building to nice $11,000. Last 
week, second of dual reissue of 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Dracula’ 
(U), hit $4,800 after surprise initial 
stanza at $12,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Some continued interest to 
possible $3.500 after mildish opening 
session to $4,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Men Wings’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Holding fairly well to $5,500 after 
nice opening, which started big, but 
slumped with rest of town to $12,200, 
juve trade helping. 


INDIANAPOLIS 
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40)—‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) and 
‘Always Trouble’ (20th). Former pic 
based on a local resident’s novel, 
‘Splinter Fleet,’ and was given heavy 
editorial breaks in dailies here. Gar- 
nering only a so-so $4,300, however. 
Last week ‘Thanks Memory’ (Par) 
ay Fae Traffic’ (Par), $3,800, not 
so hot. 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40) —- ‘Angels With Dirty Faces’ 
(WB) and ‘Swing That Cheer’ (U). 
Huge national assist ads helped to 
get the Cagney-O’Brien film away to 
a swell start and it’s pacing towards 
$11,500, which is best house has done 
since ‘Alexander’s Ragtime.’ Last 
week ‘If. King’ (Par) and ‘Youth 











Takes Fling’ (U) showed $7,500, olcay. | 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie’ 
(Col). Campaign a strenuous one to 
revive Joan Crawford's b. o. strength 
here and it’s succeeding pretty well 
at $8,000, good. Last week ‘Goes My 
Heart’ (UA) and ‘Juvenile Court’ 
(Col) was fairly good at $6,200. 

Lyric (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Torchy Blane’ (WB) and Glen Gray’s 
Casa Loma band on stage. Latter 
given heavy billing and credited with 
boosting tuke to $10,500, good. Last 
week ‘Around Corner’ (20th) and 
George Olsen band on stage also did 
$10,500, good, but picture had been 





Lupino in ‘Wolf.’ 


expected to boost gross still higher. 


GOP. Gains in Minn InterpretedTo 
Quash Proposed Divorcement Bill — 





PAR, U TRADES 


SEC Shows Sheaffer and Freeman’s 
Stock Dealings 








Washington, Nov. 22. 

Sale of Paramount stock and ac- 
quisition of more Universal Corp. 
certificates came to light this week 
in latest semi-monthly statement of 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
relative to ground-floor operations 
of film company insiders, 

Steady increase in the holdings of 
Daniel M. Sheaffer, Philadelphia, a 
director of the holding company in 
the U setup occurred during Septem- 
ber. In seven lots, he added 700 
v.c.’s, swelling his direct stake to 
15,500. In addition has interest in 
26,500 tickets owned by Standard 
Capital Co. 

Delayed report showed Y. Frank 
Freeman, of New York, officer and 
director of Par, peddled 600 pieces 
of the firm’s common, wiping out 
his financial interest in this type of 
security. His wife still owns 600 
pieces of second preferred. 

Only other reference to a film com- 
pany in the bi-weekly summary was 
disclosure that George J. Schaefer, 
recently-elected officer of Keith-Al- 
bee-Orpheum, had no money invested 
in the firm when he took over last 
month. 


MASS. RACING KAYO 
SHOULD AID THEATRES 


Nate Goldstein, Paramount partner 
in Massachusetts, looks for improved 
business in the Springfield area as a 
result of horse and dog racing in 


Hampden county being killed off. In 
New York last week to contact h.o. 


executives, Goldstein declared that 


he and other theatre men in the ter- 
ritory got heavily behind the cam- 
paign which successfully knocked out 
racing opposition. In addition to the 
pups, horse racing has been held sev- 
eral years at the Agawam track, 
Springfield. 

John J. Ford, general manager of 
Maine & New Hampshire Theatres, 
was also in N. Y. last week to discuss 
current operating matters. E. J. 
Sparks, Par’s partner in Florida, was 
in for just a day, while Tracy Bar- 
ham, Ohio-Kentucky operator, is for 
longer, returned to Hamilton, O., 
Thursday (17). 


Bob Wilby reached New York that 
day to see Y. Frank Freeman and 
others at the h.o., returning to Atlan- 
ta, Saturday (-9). George Trendle of 
Detroit, got in Monday (21). 

Martin J. Mullin and Sam Pinanski 
are in New York on their second trip 
in as many weeks, having come down 
from Boston to meet Freeman on his 
return from the Coast after being 
set to head studio operations. George 
Walsh, upstate operator, was in Mon- 
day (21) on matters affecting his cir- 
cuit. 











Encoring ‘Spook’ Shows 


Detroit, Nov. 22, 
Following smash sessions at down- 
town spots recently, ‘spook’ combo 
of "Dracula’ (U) and ‘Frankenstein’ 
(U) is being set for a series of show- 
ings in bigger United Detroit nabes. 
Three-day showings are set for 
Cinderella, on east side; Regent and 

Norwest, three days at each spot. 





Horror Dividends 
Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Money rolling in from the revival 
of ‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein’ is 
, being used to film more horrors at 
| Universal. 
With ‘Son of Frankenstein’ under 
' way, Willis Cooper is writing an- 
|other high-budget chiller, ‘After 
Frankenstein.’ 


F-WC’s Trailer Switch 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Fox-West Coast is switching from 
National Screen Service to Trailer 
Made, Inc., for all house trailers. 
Circuit's bill runs to around $3,000 
| weekly. Couldn’t get together with 
| NSS on a new rental deal. 

















Minneapolis, Nov. 22. 

The Republican’s clean sweep and 
the consequent defeat of the Farmer- 
Labor candidates for governor and 
the state legislature are believed to 
spell the doom of the Minnesota the- 
atre divorcement law which North- 
west Allied wants passed by the 
legislature convening early next 
year. 

Farmer-Laborites were lined up 
for the bill which would compel the 
Paramount etrcuit to relinquish: some 
85 theatres in the state. The law 
would be patterned after the North 
Dakota one held by a Federal tri- 
bune to be constitutional. 

W. A. Steffes, president of North- 
west Allied, however, contends that 
the election result have not injured 
the prospects of the law’s enactment. 

‘Our chances of getting the bill 
passed are as good, if not better, 
than ever,’ insists Steffes. 

But at the iast legislative session 
Republicans principally were instru- 
mental in having theatre divorce- 
ment legislation buried in committee 
so it never reached the floor for a 
vote. 





Ohio’s Divorcement 

Exhibitors in Ohio are not particu- 
larly pleased over the prospect of 
theatre divorcement in that state, ac- 
cording to industry leaders back in 
New York after attending the inde- 
pendents’ convention in Ohio. State 
has three affiliated circuits plus two 
or three big independent chains. 

A number of indie exhibitors are 
outspoken about the fierce competi- 
tion provided by the existing inde- 
pendent circuits and are inclined to 
fear further competition if affiliated 
operation is divorced from present 
parent corporations and made inde- 
pendent outfits. 





Basket Parties Again 
In Chi; Dec. 20 the Date 


Chicago, Nov. 22. 

Annual foodstuffs - for - admission 
Christmas show will be held by 
neighborhood theatres on morning 
of Dec. 20, according to plans set by 
operating committee, headed by Bill 
Hollander, Balaban & Katz press 
chief, and Jack Kirsch, local Allied 
prexy. 

Expect to raise 30,000 baskets for 
food to be distributed to poor. All 
forces in local show biz co-operat- 
ing on gratis basis, with unions, ex- 
changes, newspapers, truckers and 
ad organizations delivering services 
and material on charity drive. 

Again the Chicago Amusement 
Publicists Ass’n will handle all work . 
and tieups in obtaining publicity 
breaks on the Basket Parties. Radio 
stations also coming through with 
contribs of: announcements on the 
city-wide charity campaign. 


‘Baby’ Screening Raises 
Objections in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Nov. 22. 

After a private showing of ‘Birth 
of a Baby’ in Fanchon & Marco’s 
nabe, Hi-Pointe, was publicized, and 
an announcement that F&M was 
considering a run in one of its de- 
luxers, a flood of protests were made 
against the showing and the plan 
has been.placed in the cooler for the 
time being. 

The St. Louis Medical Assn., 
through a resolution introduced by 
Dr. Percy H. Swahlen. prez, opposed 
a public showing of the pic although 
approving it being shown to selected 
groups. The Child Conservation 
Conference, Inc., also voiced its pro- 
test against the showing and, in a let- 
ter sent to F&M execs. said, ‘It caters 
to a morbid curiosity, is an insult to 
innate modesty of refined women, 
and physicians and nurses do not 
need the information conveyed.’ 











Woods, Chi, 1st Run 


Chicago, Nov. 22. 

Woods, the Essaness downtown 
flagship, this week starts a policy of 
loop first showings and will attempt, 
in the future, to refrain from subse- 
quent run flickers. 

Upping admission rates to 50c. and 
will try to establish itself in the 
Chicago picture field as a first-Tua 
spot. 
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HELD OVER in its two newest pre-release runs... at the 
ROXY, NEW YORK, of course...and the ROOSEVELT, 
CHICAGO, where it’s knocking the Loop for a loop! And 


a smash in SAN DIEGO and BALTIMORE hold-over weeks! 
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Philly’s Anti-Trust Suit 
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in the Lane theatre for ‘Certain Age’. 
Elliott has an availability notice for 
‘Drums’ for Dec. 7 and he claims 
that WB putting it in the Lane first 
will ruin it for him. As ,result 
Shapiro went before Judge Welsh 
yesterday and explained this new 
development, whereupon the court 


ordered an immediate hearing for 
tomorrow. 
Named as conspirators in the 


monopoly in Philly by Shapiro are 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc.; Warner 
3ros. Circuit Management Corp.; 
Warner Bros. Theatres, Inc.; Vita- 
graph, Inc.; Paramount Pictures, Inc.; 
Paramount Distributing; RKO Radio; 
Loew’s; 20th Century-Fox; Columbia 
Pictures; Universal, and United Art- 
ists. 

In addition to maintaining that 
the defendants have violated thé 
Sherman and Clayton anti-trust acts, 
Shapiro brings in an entirely new 
act, believed never before used in 
a film case. It is the Robinson-Pat- 
man’ Anti-Price Discrimination Act, 
under which goods in_ interstate 
commerce may not be sold to one 
person for less than to another. Sha- 


piro declares that he ean prove the 








exchanges violated this law because | 
they sell to Warner for first run in a | 


nabe for less than they get on third 
or fourth run for the same pic from 
an indie. 

In the bill of complaint, Shapiro 
first points out that the defendants 


named control prodyction, distribu- | premium, 


tion and licensing of more than 80% 
of features available. He then says 
that the five affiliated exhibitors 
named, WB, Par, RKO, 20th-Fox and 
Loew’s, control practically all of 
metropolitan first runs in the coun- 
try, pointing out how they have di- 
vided the country up so that they 
don’t compete with each other, 
‘Playing Ball’ 

Next complaint in the bill is that 
the distribs play ball with each other 
by reserving pix for the other affili- 
ated circuits before releasing them 
to the indies, and indies as a result 
are ‘relegated to a secondary or in- 
ferior position and are compelled 
to accept pictures or exhibition after 
the affiliated theatres are through 
with them and are usually subject to 
rental terms and conditions of avail- 
ability including clearance and zon- 
ing that are harsh and arbitrary.’ 

Furthermgre, it is charged, affili- 
ateds not only get clearance for 
houses already built, but for those 
that are built or acquired after the 
indie has made a contract, so that 
no matter how well the indie is 
serving his public, he is always pen- 
alized by the affiliateds. 

As a result of all this, it is charged 
the indie is deprived of'‘a free, open 
and untrammeled market in which 
he may buy product based upon his 
ability and willingness to pay fair 
and reasonable film rentals.’ In 
other words, it is maintained, that 
no matter how much an indie is 
willing to pay, it is impossible for 
him to go into the market and get 
the run or films he wants. 

A list of nine unfair trade practices 
forced upon indies is then given. It 
includes block booking, forcing of 
short subjects and newsreels in fea- 
ture contracts, arbitrary designation 
of play dates, arbitrary protection, 
allowing of affiliateds to buy more 
product than they legitimately need 
in order to keep it from the indies, 
arbitrary, unconscionable and dis- 
criminatory film rentals, score 
charges made against indies, but not 
Warners, setting of minimum admis- 
sion. 

Next in the bill are listed monopo- 
listic and discriminatory practices of 
WB in Philly. In the first place, it is 
pointed out, the circuit controls 
every downtown first run and every 
nabe first run, owning or operating 
85 houses in Philly and vicinity to 
75 owned or operated by indies. Next, 
it is charged, all the exchanges give 
every possible preference to WB. 

Elliott’s particular situation is 
taken up after that. It is shown that 
the Fern Rock originally had seven- 
day clearance over the WB Colney 
and Lindley on some product, while 
they had clearance on other product. 
In 1934, however, WB began acquir- 
ing other houses, in each case push- 
ing the Fern Rock back a run. First 
was the Yorktown, then the Grange, 
then the Bromley. Final straw came 
on Nov. 9 of this year with opening 
of the Lane, when WB attempted to 
push the Fern Rock back still far- 
ther, although dates on which it was 
to get pix were down in black and 


| 


white on 
changes, 

To prove all his contentions, Sha- 
piro has subpoenaed all the ex- 
changes, and they will be forced to 
bring all their contracts with War- 
ners into court. In the meantime, 
Shapiro asks that the court appoint 
a trustee to take over and operate 
the circuit until such time as a per- 
manent injunction can be granted and 
the distributor-producer end of the 
biz is forced to formally divest itself 
of theatre operation. 

‘This is the first time a bill of com- 


its contracts with ex- 


plaint of this kind has been filed be- | 
Shapiro | 


fore the plaintiff died,’ 
shouted :n court. ‘Independents are 
being throttled by practices that are 
growing worse every day. A man 
can’t build a movie theatre unless 


Warner Bros. say so and if he is a} 


good boy they may buy him out. And 


even those who do build can’t get | 


pictures unless Warners say so. 

‘I have here a number of witnesses 
who are afraid to go on the stand and 
tell you of their troubles, because 
they know there will be reprisals. 
Why, only today a representative of 
one of these defendant companies 
refused to give Elliott films unless he 
withdraws his suit.’ 





Refugee Succor 
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such coin being turned 
over in full to the fund. Agencies 
were open on the day of perform- 
ances, but most of the ticket sales 
were made at the boxoffices. 
Night of Stars’ 90G Net 

Probably the most vital factor con- 
tributing towards the success of the 
Night of Stars benefit show last 
Wednesday (16) at Madison Square 
Garden, New York, on behalf of the 


United Palestine Appeal, was the 
showmanly manner in which the 
wealth of talent was paced. With 
that dominant thought in mind, 
these annual galas should prove in- 
creasingly successful from the b.o. 
standpoint, which, if a large gross is 
aimed for, can only mean upping the 
tariff. At $1-$15, and boxes at $75- 
$250, the fifth annual show was a 
sellout. Over 20,000 attended and 
the gross exceeded $60,000. Another 
$30,000 was realized from the elab- 
orate souvenir programs. Total gross 
from everything, $105,000; net at 
$90,000, 

The major shortcoming of this 
type gala is that the showmanship is 
usually considerably beneath the 
parity of the show; i.e., the talent is 
generous and impressive but, when 
permitted to become too lavish, it 
starts to pall. 

No such thing here. Everything 
was kept at a streamlined pace; rou- 
tines were clipped, specialties mini- 
mized to their most surefire high- 
lights and the entire performance 
beautifully paced. Save for the in- 
troductory speeches, including Mayor 
LaGuardia, and subsequent talks by 
ex-Mayor Jimmy Walker, Gene 
Buck, Harry Hershfield and others, 
the variety of talent paced like the 
super-headline show of all time. 


Back of the Scenes 


Louis K. Sidney again chairmaned, 
this year doing his directing from 
the Coast; Ben A. Boyar, associate 
chairman, officiating from Broadway. 
Topflight show biz execs were honor- 
ary chairmen and an impressive pro- 
duction committee of vet showmen 
is the answer to how it all came out 
so well. Sid Piermont and Jay C. 
Flippen, latter among the array of 
m.c.s, figured dominantly backstage 
in cueing acts just how little time to 
consume. 

Some of those on the bill included 
Kitty Carlisle, Don Albert, Alexan- 
der Smallens, George Jessel, Eddie 
Cantor,- Rockettes, Gae Fosterites, 
Lucy Monroe, Raymond Scott, Block 
and Sully, Phil Spitalny, Flippen, 
Hershfield, Jack Dempsey, Lou Geh- 
rig (who, speaking as an American 


of German descent, particularly 
wowed the attendance), Henny 
Youngman, Eddy Duchin, Cotton 


Club, Paradise, International Casino 
and Casa Manana revue, Lou Holtz, 
Benny Goodman and Ben Bernie. 
Also, Sam Forrest’s ‘Democracy in 
Headlines’ cavalcade, Milton Berle, 


|| Hall, 


Theatre Chains 
Cool to AFA’s 
$60 Demands 


Inaugurating negotiations looking 
to organization of all theatres 
throughout the country using stage 
attractions, the American Federation 
of Actors has laid its demands be- 
| fore operators of chains New 

York, as well as managers of indi- 
| vidual theatres. Ralph Whitehead is 
| 


| executive secretary of the union. 

| AFA is seeking a closed shop and 
a minimum for all artists of $60 a 
week, regardless of duties they per- 
form. A scale of no less than $60 
would affect girls working in lines 








in 


as well as any artist, carried by 
bands or acts, who may do little 
| more than a walk-on and now re- 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


The feature William K. Howard is making at the Eastern Service 
Studios, Astoria, L. IL, final title of which has not yet been set, will run 
over the budget of $260,000 set for it. It probably will total $350,000 or 
more due to delays. The Odlum (Atlas) interests are the backers of this 
and any subsequent pictures Howard may make at Astoria. Paramount 
has signed a deal to release the initial Odlum-financed Howard feature, 
closed after production had started. 

Harold Orlob, who has completed ‘One-Third of Nation’ at the Astoria 
plant, also to be released by Par, brought his picture in at $175,000. 
‘Nation’ is set for release the first week in December, 

Robert A. Taft, son of former President William Howard Taft, who was 
elected to the Senate from Ohio, has had dealings with the film industry, 








| The Paramount, Cincinnati, property owners, which included the Wur- 


| if signing with the APA, would agree | 
not to play anyone under the closed- | 





the union 
| not receive $60 or more weekly, 
| whether paid by the theatre or by 
the attraction carrying such persons. 
| Reported the Radio City Music 
N. Y., which does not sit in 
with the N. Y. 
which C. C. Moskowitz, of Loew’s, is 
chairman, will not consider the de- 
mands made by the AFA. 

Moskowitz and representatives of 
other theatres and national chains 
operating in N. Y. have taken the 
AFA demands under advisement for 
conferences prior to reporting atti- 
tude. 


PIZOR’S IMPERIAL PICTS, 
INDIE, FLOATING STOCK 


Imperjal Pictures, Inc., a Delaware 
corporation headed by William M. 
Pizor, is making a public offering of 
424,000 shares of common stock, with 
initial offering price of $1.50 per 
share. Company’s balance sheet sub- 
mitted with prospectus as of Aug. 31 
this year showed total assets of 
$92,952 against total liabilities of 
$53,188. 











listed as a circuit exhibitor and pres- 
ident of the United Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania, Southern New Jersey and 
Delaware. 
four features under distribution and 
plans for at least 32 feature pictures 
in the coming season. Distribution 
would be through franchise holders 
in 30 key spots, 21 of which have 
been set. 





Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

Lewen Pizor returned last week 
from Oklahoma City, where he was 
stricken while attending the MPTOA 
convention. His daughter, Dorothy, 
went out to bring him back. He is 
expected at his desk again late this 
week. . 


All Variety Ciubs Meet 
In Detroit Next Spring 


Detroit, Nov. 22. 

Jack Flynn, district manager for 
Metro here, has been appointed gen- 
eral manager for the national pow- 
wow of Variety Clubs of America 
here next spring. 

Headauarters for conclave will be 
local Variety Club’s quarters in 
Hotel Book-Cadillac here. Arrange- 
ments are being made for attendance 
of around 3,000 at the conclave. 











Columbus Variety Elects 

Columbus, O., Nov. 22. 
William C. Pullin elected presi- 
| dent of Columbus Variety club. He 
| had been filling an unexpired term 
|of M. R. (Duke) Clark who moved 
|to Cleveland. Other officers re- 
| elected as follows: J. Real Neth, 
| William Ortman, v.ps.; J. F. Luft, 
jtreasurer, and P. J. Wood, sec. 
| Directors named include Max Stern, 
C. Harry Schreiber, Virgil Jackson, 
Lou Holleb, Leo Haenlein and Wil- 
inipas F. McKinnon. 











Company claims to have 


shop clause who did not belong to | 
nor anyone who would | 


labor committee of | 


| 
| 


| | released in 1936 by United Artists. 
| ceive less than this figure. Theatres, | 


litzer piano people, retained Taft. The late Charles P. Taft, owner of the 
Cincy Times-Star, also owned the Grand, which along with the Par, is 
now operated by RKO. 

Additionally, Sen.-elect Taft is owner and partner in the Paramount, 
Middletown, and the Par, Hamilton, O., units in the Southio Theatres 
Corp., a subsidiary of Paramount Pictures, Inc., operated by Tracy Bar- 
ham. 


Mars story by H. G. Wells, which was broadcast by Columbia Broad- 
casting System, has brought out another reissue to cash in on current 
interest in Martians. It is ‘Things to Come,’ British-made Korda picture 
Universal rushed ‘Mars Attacks the 
World’ to the market about two weeks ago, making up subject from 
‘Flash Gordon’ serial material it had in the vaults. 

Following the success in dualing ‘Frankenstein’ and ‘Dracula’ and ‘Bride 
of Frankenstein’ and ‘Daughter of Dracula,’ Universal is making national 
reissue of ‘Magnificent Obsession’ and ‘All Quiet on the Western Front,’ 
on double bills. No question but that reissues mean a nice net business 
to U, representing virtually velvet outside cost of prints and handling. 


New restrictions have cut the flood of stories into the Metro studio 
hopper from 50 to 100 per month. Under latest restrictions, no story may 
be submitted directly to a producer, as in the past. It must be routed 
through the story and scenario departments before it is brought up for 
final discussion before the new executive council consisting of Louis B. 


| Mayer, Eddie Mannix, Ben Thau, Sam Katz, Edwin Knopf and Kenneth 


| MacKenna. 


A producer gets the story only in synopsis form from the 


| scenario department, 


' 





Lewen Pizor, v.p. of company, is | 








| 


Freddie Bartholomew, Orson Welles, | 
William Gaxton, Victor Moore, June | trice Lillie, Noel Coward, and others. 





Preisser, Raymond Massey, Sinclair; I. J. Fox etherized the show in 


Lewis, James Barton, Bill Robinson,| part over WHN, N. Y., making a 
Walter Huston, Molly Picon, Fred $1,000 donation to the Palestine fund | 


Waring, Robert Montgomery, Bea-/ for the radio nights. 


What happens when there is delay on a ‘B’ production’ was forcibly 
illustrated this week when Paraniount found ‘Little Orphan Annie’ com- 
ing along for December release instead of last summer, the spot for which 
it was intended. John Speaks. was given contract to make this feature 
early this winter to be ready for dull July-August period. 

Because difficulty was encountered in finding a star for the title role 
(Ann Gillis finally was spotted in lead), production lagged so much that 
instead of summer release, the Par feature now must go out in December, 

Lorin Grignon, Paramount’s chief transmission engineer, has devised a 
five-track sound projector for the new sound cutting rooms. New pro- 
jector, the result of eight months work, enables sound cutters to test 
synchronization of five effects, plus picture, before final dubbing. Machine 
not only improves the quality of sound but may be stopped and reversed 
quickly, saving plenty of time and labor. 

Herbert Polesie and Arthur Lubin are mulling an offer to make three 
pictures on a sound stage to be built at the New York World’s Fair. Offer 
was made by Bernard Kauffman, who is expected in Hollywood next 
week to go over plans with Polesie as producer and Lubin as director. 
Pictures will carry a budget of $125,000 each, financed by commercial 
sponsors, although the films will not be industrial features. 








Alfred E. Green, horse breeder in his leisure hours, learned something 
about the treatment of racing nags when he started directing Ed Small’s 
picture, ‘King of the Turf.’ Under the rule laid down by the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, screen horses must be treated more 
gently than screen moppets. To use 12 steeds in a race sequence he had 
to pick 36 for the actual work, plus four spares, 





With RKO set to emerge from 77b within the next 60 days, present 
outlook is for an unusually strong showing in the first month of the new 
corporation’s existence. Present expectation is that ‘Gunga Din’ will be 
generally released by the time the company officially is out from under 
77b. The new Astaire-Rogers production, ‘The Castles,’ will be coming 
along shortly afterwards. 

Under direction of George J. Schaefer and Harold B. Franklin, direct- 
ing the film drive, Al Selig lined up the committee of judges for the 
Movie Quiz. Selig, by process of elimination, concluded that an imposing 
name roster such as the following would command the proper public 
recognition: Mrs. Ogden Reid, Congressman Bruce Barton, Helen Wills 
Moody, .Dr. James E, West and Hendrik Willem van Loon. 





‘The Beachcombers,’ British-made Eric Pommer-Mayflower production 
starring Charles Laughton, which has been taken for this country by 
Paramount, has been edited for the U. S. and the final print will be 
screened possibly before the end of this week. Picture will probably go 
into the Par, N. Y., on a pre-release date some time in December. 





‘Man With 100 Faces,’ recently at the Rialto, N.Y., was originally called 
‘Crackerjack.’ It was made in England by Gainsborough and is released 
in the U.S. by Gaumont-British. 
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HOWTO CASH IN. 








HARDY PICTURE! 


With overflowing heart you'll agree that “Out West With The Hardys” 
is positively the best of all this amazing series! 





There was roaring laughter, there were cheers, and tears, when it was screened 
in M-G-M’s projection room, and you’ll react likewise when you screen it! 


Never was a picture sitting prettier for smashing business! The millions 
who literally adored “Love Finds Andy Hardy” are waiting for the new 
Hardy picture as no previous attraction was ever awaited! 


SHOUT the news from your screen, from your lobby, from the pages of 
your newspapers! 


DON’T LOSE ONE single opportunity to tease it along from this moment 
to your play-date! 


BOOK it for extra time immediately because you'll have to hold it over! 


INCREASE your ad space to sock it over! 











EXPLOIT it as you’ve never exploited before! 


THE FRIENDLY COMPANY brings you the friendliest picture ever to 
come to the screens of America—“OUT WEST WITH THE HARDYS”! 
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your patrons! 
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| EXPLOITATION 


-- By Epes W. Sargent 





Stuck to ‘Sons’ 
Salisbury, N. C. 

Richmond Gage managed a picture 
in the daily press, and a street pa- 
rade through the city, by turning his 
theatre over to the Sons of the Le- 
gion for the first day of the showing 
there of the ‘Sons of the Legion’ pic- 
ture. 

Honorary officers for the theatre 
were named and news pictures were 
made of Gage with the honorary 
manager for the day, for the press, 

The Sons paraded with their drum 
and bugle corps. 


Portland Preview 
; Portland, Ore. 
‘The Parker-Evergreen Mayfair 
launched a coy build-up for the first 











‘Blondie’ pic (Col). Manager Walt 
Finney announced a mystery ‘Sneak’ 
preview following last showing of 
‘You Can’t Take It With You’ on one 
midweek night. 

Customers weren’t told title of pic- 
ture to be previewed, but were in- 
vited to write their reactions on 
cards in the lobby after seeing 
‘Blondie.’ Idea was to give the pic 
an advance build-up for future show- 
ing in another house. As a gag, the 
stunt gained popular response and 


comment cards generally gave a 
heavy favorable response. 
Berle Goes Grid 
Chicago. 
Tom Gorman garnering plaudits 


the Palace. 








THANKSGIVING VIA 
POSTALTELEGRAPH 


os ALL THE MELODIOUS AC- 
CENTS of home and the gusta- 
tors feeling for the traditional 
turkey feast are combined in the 
Thanksgiving singing greetings 
which the 2,000 singing telegraph 
girls of Postal Telegraph will sing 
for the public this coming Thanks- 


giving Day. 


—Be There by Postal Telegraph— 





@ THREE SONG-O-GRAMS are 


on the Postal Telegraph Thanks- 


giving repertoire. Larry Clinton, 
composer of “My Reverie,’ the 
“Dipsy Doodler, offers the words 
for one to be sung to the tune 
of “Thanks for the Memory” 
with special permission of the 
Paramount Music Company and 
the original composers, Leo Robin 
and Ralph MRKainger. This one 
dwells entirely on gustation, the 
words being: 


Thanks for the memory 

Of turkey legs and such 

With Mother's tasty touch 

With candied sweets and 
pickled beets 

I've eaten much too much 

So thank you so much 


—Be There by Postal Telegraph— 


@ THAT OLD RELIABLE “Home 
Sweet is also being used 
by Postal Telegraph's anonymous 
poet for one singing greeting to 
be charged for at the regular 
rates for 17 words, 
pression “love to all” or simply 
“love” at no extra charge. Here 
it is: 


Home" 


*Mid pleasures and palaces 
Wherever we may roam 
On a Thanksgiving holiday 
Our thoughts turn to home 


—Be There by Postal Telegraph— 


e THE SAME ANONYMOUS 
POET combines home, the stove 
turkey and yams in preparing 
singing Thanksgiving greeting 


words to the tune of “Home on 
the Range.’ Thus, boys and girls 


who must of necessity be far 
from their home when the 
Thanksgiving feats is spread, may 
arrange with Postal Telegraph 
wherever they may be, 

this song sung for the absent 
ones, to their families, over the 


telephone: 


Home, home on the range 


Where the turkey and yams 
you arrange 


Oh I long for that bird 
So I send you this word 


On Thanksgiving Day home 
on the range 


@ OR IF YOU PREFER Thanks- 
giving Greetings on Postal Tele- 
graph’s colorful blanks delivered 
by messenger costing only 25c to 
all Postal Telegraph points in the 
United States—20c locally. 


Postal Telegraph 


As near to you as your 


telephone 





with the ex- ‘ 


to have | to have advance 


Instead of straight picture and 
copy on the comic, Gorman tied the 
ads in with the football hysteria, 
dressing Berle’s photo with comedy 
football suit and billing the show 
between a pair of football goal posts. 








Denis’ Busy Day 
Indianapolis, Nov. 22. 

Coming to town en route to Co- 
|'lumbus, Ohio, Mr. and Mrs. Armand 
|Denis (Leila Roosevelt), spent a 
busy day Tuesday (22) plugging 
their Belgian Congo picture, ‘Dark 
| Rapture,’ which will be shown local- 
|}ly sometime in December or Janu- 
ary. 

Did duty as principal speakers for 
itheir host, Universal Club, at 
| Juncheon in Columbia Club, appear- 
ing later to give talk before local 
members of National Photoplay En- 
| dorsers, a guest shot at the Auto 
| Show at the Fair Grounds, and an 
| air stanza over local radio station. 





Done With Dogs 


St. Louis. 
A Sealyham pup, similar to the 
one Janet Gaynor uses in ‘The 
Young in Heart’ was the medium 


through which Manager Harold D. 
‘Chick’ Evens, Jimmy Harris, p. a. 
of Loew’s, and Bernie Evens, UA ex- 
ploiteer, put over a sock exploitation 
campaign for the screen opus. A 
|tieup was made with the Star-Times, 
|a p.m. rag with a circulation of 158,- 
| 000 whereby a contest to name the 
| pup was held during the run of the 
| pic. 

The pup, shipped by air from UA’s 
headquarters in New York, was 
| photographed at the local airport, 
| pix being used with stories and con- 
| test rules in the paper. Evens, Mar- 
ion Boone, pix crix of the Star- 
| Times, and R. 
| the Bo-K Kennels in St. Louis Coun- 
ty, who boarded the dog during the 








| and the volume of names received 


| snowed them under. 

Another attention getter was a 
deal made with the Post-Dispatch 
for a full page in its Sunday roto- 
gravure pic section of Paulette God- 
dard, the issue coming out three 
days after screen feature began run. 
The Thompson chain of restaurants, 
for the first time in local history, 
permitted the imprinting of theatre 
and ‘Young’ copy on 25,000 napkins 
used during the run. 500 tack cards 
were used on news-stands through 
courtesy of the Curtis Pub. Co. and 
5,000 stickers on Postal Telegraph 
Cc. envelopes and severrl co-op ads 
with big downtown dept. stores 
rounded out the exploitation efforts. 








Hitching Up the Guv. 
Louisville. 
Gov. A. B. ‘Happy’ Chandler has 
accepted an invitation of 20th-Fox to 


the world premiere of ‘Kentucky,’ 
technicolor production, in 
wood early in December, he an- 
be released nationally in February, 
has several scenes which were made 
in this state. Tentative plans were 
showing in the 
state, but these were cl anged be- 
caused of the wider advantages and 
exploitation value in a Hollywood 
opening. 

._ In the governor’s party will be 
Marcella and Mimi; Mayor Joseph 
D. Scholtz of Louisville und Mrs. 
Scholtz; Mayor E. Reed Wilson of 
Lexington; Bo McMillan, 
coach of Indiana University and 
noted Centre College football star, 
and Mrs.. McMillan; Carl Saunders, 


Underwood, editor of the Lexington 
Herald, and Joe Hart, Louisville 
Courier-Jaurnal reporter. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Nov, 22. 
‘Gambling Ship’ is release title for 
| ‘Lady Luck’ at Universal. ; 








‘Life Is a Parade’ at Warners. 
‘Two Weeks with Pay’ replaced 
‘Parents on Probation’ at Paramount. 
‘Men of Steel’ final 
‘Nuts and Bolts’ at Metro. 


Is a Racket’ at WB. 











at Columbia is ‘Frontiers of 749.’ 


for his comedy handling of the ad | 
campaign for Milton Berle, p.a. in | 


T. Raft, manager of | 


| contest, were judges of the contest | 


organize and head a delegation to | 
Holly- | 


nounced Wednesday. Pic, which will | 


Mrs. Chandler,.their two daughters, | 
football | 


editor of the Kentucky Post: Tom | 


‘Parade Is Over’ is latest tag for | 


handle for | 
‘Chalked Out’ new tag for ‘Crime | 


Last tag on ‘California Cavalcade’ | 


Jersey Okays ‘Sin’ 


Trenton, Nov. 22. 
Board of Censors, composed of 





Theatres—Exchanges 





police and city officials, was called 
out on Thursday (18) to sit in on a} ft iwedts iated 
preview of ‘Wages of Sin’ at the Vic-| ith Fox theatres in ‘Wiscendin toe 
tory theatre here, following minis-| nine years, has been named public- 
terial protests. Picture was given) ity and advertising director of the 
clean bill of health after minor de-| newly formed press department for 
letions were ordered. | the Wisconsin territory. Lowenberg 
Second time in six months that, succeeded by Lowel Parmentier as 
Victory attractions have been under | SUPervisor of South side theatres. 
fire. ‘Ecstacy’ previously drew fire , 
of ministers with result that police; pan McLean Sage 8 onan ag 
were called in. That, too, was given West Coast Theatres to take over the 
official okeh. | lease of Embassy. Herman Cohen, 





Milwaukee. 
Charles 











merly held lease of Embassy. 
Lean will turn the Emb into ¢ grind 
house. McLean for past 10 years 
managed the El Capitan, being re- 
placed by L. G. Tavolara, manager 
;= F-WC theatre in Watsonville. 


May End Duals 











(Continued from page 3) 





Philadelphia. 

George Schwartz, former Metro 
salesman, on Monday replaced Sig 
Wittmann, Universal branch mana- 
ger, resigned. 

Ulrich K. Smith, Par sales man- 
ager, celebrates his 25th year in the 
industry today with a dinner at the 
Warwick for 25 friends. 

Douglas theatre taken over by 


| nually by the larger majors is the) 
desire of economizing in production 
and the urge to readjust producing 
so that it will fit into the changed 
foreign market picture. 

It is fairly well known that these 
additioral secondary or ‘B’ program- 
mers were born of necessity--to fill Meyer Michaelson. 
out the programs of affiliated cir-| [Lewis Hauser proprietor of new 
cuit houses Few of them grossed | Clinton theatre, Montgomery, Pa. 
what had been anticipated no mat-| Rexy, South Philly, being readied 
ter how low the budget. Part of | for reopening Thanksgiving Day. 
this, of course, was due to the aver- 
| sion of foreign accounts to these | 
| weakies, But the mere fact that they | signed for the last two weeks as pub- 
| had to obtain virtually all revenue | jicity handler for the Nebraska The- 
| from the added-picture spots in dual | atres, Inc. here, but took off this 
| alignments meant that rentals were | week for Denver, Colo. He’s to be 
| low. j} assistant home office manager for 
| The dwindling foreign revenue, | L. L. Dent’s Westland Theatre there. 
either through quotas, restrictions or PB aoe wom faced pine = b.0. 
outright elimination of markets in| 4 tered th - or tard oe mets 
certain countries such as Germany, | } e Hieciric, m Burwell, 


Neb. 
Italy, Spain and part of China, also| Manny Lofgren was brought here 
has something to do with this change | from the Colorado Springs, Colo, end 
in production plans. of J. H. Cooper Enterprise. He’s 
Double feature- policy in affiliated | house manager at the Lincoln, re- 
theatres, with the resulting influx of | Placing Ed Vaughn, who moved over 
'“B’ or small-budget pictures, has iat, ve — po ae Stuart. 
lias , rve} raylor and ci manager 
| been the bane of foreign apap py |Bob Huffman have been handling 
| executives of majors for the last two | the house since John Cherry re- 
years or more. Aside from the fact | signed. Traylor stays on as assistant. 
that few of these minor films bring Bill Knight, late house manager of 
| the return anticipated in most for-| the Kiva, has joined Jerry Zigmund, 
|eign countries, their presence in a|Manager of the Newman, Kansas 

| major company’s program lineup | City. 











Lincoln. 
been as- 


George F. Monroe has 











| and often brings squawks about | Gloversville, N. Y 
| block-booking methods. E ‘ig cr Mana teats 
| Peele” “auadiitnes welee Aa, arl Wright of New Haven, form- 


! “| erly with the Loew-Poli chain, has 
complaints when the next year's | succeeded James Levine as manager 
product is offered by a major com-jof the Glove theatre. Levine has 
pany. While admitting that the five | been transferred to district manager 
or six top features were excellent | at Bellefontaine, Ohio, for the Schine 
money-makers, the foreign exhib | circuit, 

| points to a long list of lesser features 
on which he lost coin. 

General level of top features will 
| be lifted by the changed lineup 
| which will find many majors con- 
centrating on fewer but more worth- 
while pictures. So foreign depart- 





Canton, O. 
Fred Lahrmar, several years with 
Paramount, Youngstown, shifted to 
Newark, O., where hé will assist 
Frank King in management of Mid- 
land and Auditorium. 
James Shannon, owner of Swiss- 


| owner of United Artists theatre, for- | 
Mce- | 


jand, Woodsfield, O., will build new 
house there seating 500. 

The Palace, Glouster, transferred 
to Glouster Amus, Co. by Joe Be- 
shara. The Crawford in same city 
transferred to Glouster Amus. by 
John Crawford. 

The South Side, Ironton, closed 
since the 1937 flood, will reopen 
soon. Clayton Sheffield of Ashland, 
Ky.. will have charge of rejuvenated 
theatre. 





Pastime, Union City, N. J., sold to 
Colony Real Estate Co. by the Trust 
| Co. of N. J. in a recent transaction, 
| Purchaser will spend $30,000 for 
modernizing and unon reopening will 
be known as the Colony. 





Los Angeles. 

Andy Anderson, formerly with Ex- 
hibitors Service, Inc., joined Earl 
Strebe as assistant in charge of the 
operation of Strebe’s theatres in 
Palm Springs and Arrowhead. 

Ralph Dostal, booker with Colum- 
bia Exchange, joined Majestic Dis- 
tributing Corp. as city salesman and 
booker, 

Harry Denny, formerly with Grand 
National, covering Arizona as out- 
side salesman on Hi Peskay’s staff. 

Sem Decker, of Majestic, closed 
deal for distribution six western 
which Jed Buell is producing. 

Deal is on for Gore Bros. to take 
over the interests of Adolph Ramish 
in Pacific States Theatres, Inc. They 
have been 50% partners. Ramish, 
;/now in Honolulu, figures on devoting 
more time to his Hawaiian theatre 
holdings. 

Fox-West Coast reopened Long 
Beach theatre, Long Beach. House 
reseated and remodeled at cost of 
$15,000. 

Arlington, Santa Barbara, being 
remodeled by F-WC at expense of 
$20,000. 


TALES OF A 
| WAYWARD 
INN By FRANK 


CASE 
THE story of the 
_™ famous Algon- 
quin and its celebrities, 
told by its owner- 
manager. Best tales of 
an inn since Chaucer 
stopped at the 
Tabard! Illustrated. 


$3.00 * $TOKES 
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ment solons aver. They are willing 
to predict that the new lineups with 











fewer more important predyctions, 
actually will produce more revenue 
in the foreign field and also further 
enhance the attitude of exhibitor in- 
terests outside the U. S. 








New York Theatres 














STUDIO CONTRACTS 


| 
Hollywood, Nov. 22. | 
Marilyn Kay, moppet, signed by | 
| Charles R. Rogers. 
| Harold Lamb inked writer pact | 
| at 20th-Fox. 
| 20th-Fox lifted June Gale’s player | 
| option. 
| Paramount signed Joseph Allen, | 
Jr., actor. 
Warners renewed William Die-| 
terle’s director contract. 
Don Ryan’s writer ticket extended 
| by Warners. | 
| 20th-Fox hoisted George Sanders’ 
| option. | 
Metro renewed Norman Taurog’s | 
‘director ticket. 
| George Murphy signed a new pact 
; at Metro. 
| Leni Lynn, singing moppet, 
'handded new Metro de2l. | 








Beg. Friday, Nov. 25th 


““ANGELS WITH 
DIRTY FACES” 


Warners renewed Rodnald Rea- . 
/gan’s contract. JAMES CAGNEY, PAT O'BRIEN 
Frank Strayer signed director | "4umphrey Bogart, “Dead End” Kids 


/ pact at Columbia. 
June Preisser inked player ticket 
at Metro. — 
Jack Holt inked four-nicture pact | 


ST. 





BROADWAY- 
STRAND eee TO. NOON 




















|with Larry Darmour at Columbia. + ie : . 
| Warners renewed Mike McGreal’s | *t! 4¥- & 50th st. HELD OVER 
| ticket as head of studio camera de- 

partment. | 

| Wendy Barrie signed three-picture ” 
ldealat RKO. PATROL 
| Lorna Gray penned player ticket | 

at Columbia. 


—On the Stage— 
New Stage Show 


ALL 
| Columbia renewed William S. Hol- | S®47S 
man’s contract as studio manager. 


e TO 
1PM, 








“SUBMARINE 





day MUSIC HALL 
“THE COWBOY 
AND THE LADY” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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at 20th-Fox. 

Leslie Fenton inked new director 
contract at Metro. 

Vincent Sherman's writer deal re- 
newed at Warners. 

Manny Seff inked writing ticket 
at 20th-Fox. 

Warners renewed Aneas MacKen- 
| zie’s scripting contract. 


|. Hilary Lynn handed writer -pact ; 


TIMES | 
SQUARE |, 


‘'PARAMOUN 


HELD OVER. 


In Person 
Bob be mn’ | Larry Clinton | 
‘The Arkansas | Le Prag 


; Eleanore 
Traveler WHITNEY 











| Andrew Stone signed one-year di- | | 
rector deal at Paramount. 





TODAY ONLY 
Wallace Mickey 


Beery Rooney 
‘Stablemates’ 


In Person 
ELLA LOGAN 


King” 


In Person 
Jack DENNY 
& ORCH. 
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Methods of Music Pluggers 
Resented by Both Networks; 








Columbia's luformal Protest 


Informal representations are re- 
ported to have been made by CBS 
to the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers about 
the music publishing industry taking 
drastic action to eliminate various 
payoff practices affecting bands and 
vocalists which broadcast over this 
network, suggested move was based 
on the theory that the objectionable 


methods of obtaining plugs conti- 
tuted interference with the web’s 
proper conduct of its programing 
service. 


It is not the first time that a net- 
work has complained to an industry 
organization about subsidizing. NBC 
a couple years ago followed up one 
of these warnings with an order to 
the program department that the 
current tunes of certain publishers 
were to be stricken off the reper- 
toires submitted by band leaders. 

Understanding that accompanied 
the informal representation from 
CBS was that if the industry did not 
undertake to control its payola ele- 
ment the network itself would take 
steps to bar those known to be en- 
gaged in or suspected of conniving 
practices. While the network rea- 
lizes that such control is beyond the 
functions of ASCAP, it has no other 
direct way of calling this situation 
to the attention of the music indus- 
try. ASCAP is the only organiza- 
tion in the pop field with which it 
dees business. 


WHN'S REFUGEE 
SHOW FORMING 


Likely that Fear] Buck will head 
‘Refugee Theatre of the Air’ pro- 








gram to be preemed by station 
WHN, N. Y., Dec. 2. Station will 
hold auditions this Friday (25) of 


refugee singers, instrumentalists, ac- 
tors, et al, for showcase program. 

Program will go om every Friday 
night from 10 to 10:30 p. m._ It’s 
being done in co-operation with 
American Committee for German 
Christian Refugees, Catholic Com- 
mittee for German Refugees, Na- 
tional Co-ordinating Committee for 
Refugees and the Jewish and Chris- 
tian Committee for Refugees. 





OPERETTA TRIED ON AIR 





Three-Installment Original Written 


By Karl Schultz 





An operetta in serial form will be 
aired by WINS, N. Y., in three half- 
hour shows in three successive weeks 
Operetta was writ- 
It’s labeled 


starting Dec. 1. 
ten by Karl Schultz. 
*Janice.’ 


Fuli cast headed by Miriam Lax 
in the prima donna role, Oriando 
Ricardi, baritone, and George Grif- 
fin, tenor will air the operetta. Sup- 
porting players will be selected from 
the roster of the Radio Division of 
Latter will 


the Federa] Theatre. 
also handle the production. 


Arthur Hayes’ Titie 








Arthur H. Hayes has been made 
sales manager of WABC, CBS’ N. Y. 
key, and an executive of the com- 
pany. WABC did not have s.m. pre- 
Hayes started specializing 
in the sale of WABC time after being 
transferred about a year ago from 
the New York managership of Ra- 


viously. 


dio Sales, Inc. 


It was after Hayes took over the 
new assignment that WABC made 
the periods prior to 9 a.m. available 
and 
also introduced the policy of allow- 
ing three five-minute advertisers to 
follow one another in one of these 


to commercial transcriptions 


periods. 


Nagel’s Double Header 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 





Conrad Nagel does double duty on 
Silver theatre, Dec. 25 and Jan. 1, 
when David Garth’s ‘Challenge for 
Three’ is dramatized in two sections. 

He will have the male lead in the 
piece in addition to his usual chore 


of narrator. 





| ‘Snow White’ on Lux 


Hollywood, Nov 22. | 

‘Snow White and the Seven} 

Dwarfs’ will get a Christmas airing | 
by Lux Dec. 26. 

Most of the original voices will be | 

used. 





World Broadcasting’s 52; 
‘Spider’s Web’ Radioized 
From Columbia Picture 








World Broadcasting has signed | 
two more stations, WBIG, Greens- | 


| boro, N. C., and WHIO, Dayton, with 
lits recently acquired WTAG, Wor- 


cester, and the Don Lee network 
in California, World now supplies 52 | 
stations. 

World has aiso just purchased the 
rights to the Columbia picture se- 
rial, ‘The Spider’s Web, for which 
Stewart Sterling will do the adapta- 
tion, and ‘Three Women,’ Marie 
|Nordstrom’s radio serial with Ma- 
rion Barney. Outfit has likewise 
started work on a new studio at its 
New York headquarters. 

Hal Holman, formerly with Trans- 
american in Chicago, has joined the 
World sales staff there. Norton Cot- 
terill, vice-president in charge of 
sales, has just returned from a trip 
through the midwest, while Al Sam- 
brook, station relations manager, left 
last Thursday (17):on a three-week 
business trip through the south. 








Vanda’s Wrigiey Show 


} 


Causes Coast CBS Shift’ 





Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Several temporary shifts in Colum- | 
bia’s production department will be | 
effective Dec. 1, occasioned by 
Charles Vanda’s producer chore on 
the Wrigley-Lasky talent-hunt show 
taking off Dec. 8. For the period of 
the series, Vanda, Coast program di- 
rector, will keep a hand in the pro- 
duction affairs of the chain. Taking 
over some of his duties are John 
Dolph, assistant west coast manager 
for CBS; Russ Johnson, continuity 
editor, and Ben Paley, director of 
program operations. 

















‘BLOODLESS THRILLERS’ 


Bob Emery with a background of 


successful kid shows has _ several 
brand-new, practical, merchandiz- 
ing programs with strong juvenile 
appeal, but no cliffs or gore to an- 


tagonize parent-teacher groups. 
These programs are in addition to 
Emery'’s two regular series) on 
WOR, New York. Interviews are 


invited with advertising agencies. 


BOB EMERY 


Telephone Sacramento 2-5449 


Winchell’s 5G, 
Boyer, Power 
At 4,000 Whly 


Top per radio minute commercial 
salary falls to Walter Winchell next 
season on Jergen’s at $5,000 for his 
15-minute commercial. He’s already 
renewed for 1939-40, through Lennen 
& Mitchell. Presently payrolled at 
$4,000. Straight 52 weeks’ deal. 

Same agency is making huge ad- 
vance salary commitments for its 
Woodbury’s program, having re- 
newed Charles Boyer for’ 39 weeks 
in °39-40 at $4,000 a week, a $1,000 
weekly increase. Tyrone Power, who 
subs for Boyer starting Jan. 1, 1939, 
until July 1, likewise has been set 
in advance for 1939-40, at the same 
$4,000 figure. That year Woodbury 
may have both picture names on 
concurrent air shows. 


CINEMA TORCHY BLANE 
RESHAPED FOR RADIO 


A Torchy Blane series built along 
the lines of the picture series of the 
same name is being offered for radio 




















Billy House Program May 


Continue for Wrigley’s 


Chicago, Nov. 22. 
There is an outside chance that 
the Billy House ‘Laugh Liner’ pro- 
gram will continue for Wrigley’s 
even after Jan. 1 when the Jesse 
Lasky talent-hunt show is booked to 
replace. 

House show has built so strong in 
the past few weeks, especially in the 
East, that the guys behind the gun 
are trying tc figure out a way to 
keep House on in addition to the 


Lasky period. 
Lulu Belle and Scotty back to WLS 








sponsorship. Show would be of half- 
hour duration and emanate from 
Hollywood through a tieup with 
Warner Bros., which produces the 
pictures. 

Cast would be headed by the trio 
who have had the leading parts in 
almost al! the films, Glenda Farrell, 
Barton McLane, and Tom Kenney. 
It’s being peddled by the Ted Collins 
office in New York through Sam 
Schiff, who handles that end. 


Burt McMurtrie to N. Y. 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Burt McMurtie goes east Tuesday 
on radio deal. 











Barn Dance after finishing their pic- 
ture work at Republic Pix. 


He has been inactive past three 
months due to illness. 





Jitterbugs in Bag, Camel Widens 
Program for Non-Jive Dialers 





Camel’s main purpose of bringing 
in guest artists on the Benny Good- 
man show (CBS) Tuesday nights is 
to widen the program's listener ap- 


peal. Account figures that Goodman 
has reached his maximum of pull as 
far as the jitterbugs are concerned 
and that regardless of who the guest- 
er is these kids will stay on with the 
broadcast. Departure in policy al- 
ready shows signs of clicking. With 
the initial guestee, Kate Smith, the 
rating went up some 30%. 

In going after the non-jitterbug 
classification of dial-twirler the pro- 
gram will offer a wide assortment of 
guest artists. Last week (Tuesday) 
it was John Boles, next week it will 





be Harry Richman and the folowing 
Tuesday (6) the spot will go to Pro- 
fessor Quiz. 





Camel’s Holiday Blurbs 

For its current spot campaign 
Camel turned out a series of five 
special minute transcriptions revolv- 
ing around the theme of Thanksgiv- 
ing. Makes 105 different types of re- 
cording that have gone into this 
drive. 

Though present contracts expire 
at the end of December, the cam- 
paign may be extended with the lat- 
ter depending on the results of a 
check on the discs’ effectiveness 
which is to be conducted the early 
part of next month. 











Adeil Joms Joe Weed 


Charles M. Adell has been named 
Detroit manager for Weed & Co. His 
predecessor, M. J. Thoman goes back 
to the station rep’s Chicago office. 

Adell was with NBC in Chicago 
for four years. 





Hitibilly Division of Disc 
Co. May Go Own Way As 
CBS Takes Possession 


Consummation of the sale of the 
American Record Co., which takes 
in the Brunswick, Columbia and Vo- 
calion labels, to CBS and the Levy 





Bros. (I. D. and Leon), was still 
pending at press time yesterday 
(Tuesday ). There were several 


wrinkles still to be ironed out. It 
was again stated by the purchasers 
that neither Arthur Judson, head of 
the Columbia Artists Corp. nor J. C. 
Stein, of the Music Corp. of America, 
will have any part in the combine’s 
new recording picture. 

It is understood that CBS and the 
Levys are not interested in retaining 
American Record’s hillbilly depart- 
ment, and that Art Satherly, who 
has been running this section for 
many years. will take it out of the 
company with him. Artists and 
managers have been sounding out 
CBS about switching over their re- 
cording alliances to the acquired 
setup. 


Tidewater’s Football 
Supplemented Locally 


San Francisco, Nov. 22. 

Eight Coast stations so far are air- 
ing the ‘Dick Dunkel Radio Script,’ 
offered free of charge to dealers by 
Tidewater Associated Oil, San Fran- 
cisco, as a means of tying in with 
Associated’s heavy schedule of foot- 
ball broadcasts. 

Script, for a quarter-hour brcead- 
cast, reviews the previous week’s 
most important grid games and 
makes predictions on the outcome of 
the coming week's major tussles. 

Stations airing the script, through 
arrangements with local dealers, are 
KSRO, Santa Rosa, KYOS, Merced, 
KHUB, Watsonville, KROY, Sacra- 
mento, Cal.: KORE, Eugene, KRNR, 
Roseburg, Ore.; KXRO, Aberdeen, 
KRKO, Everett, Wash. 


Cormier Leaves WINS 


Albert A. Cormier quits his post as 
general manager of WINS, New 
York, Jan. 5. He will have com- 
pleted a year’s contract. Cormier 
came from WIP, Philadelphia. Prior 
to that he was general manager of 
WOR, Newark. 

Question of replacing Cormier will 
be still Hearst Radio’s, since Milton 
Biow cannot take possession of 
WINS until the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission has approved the 
sale. 


MacQuarrie Sponsored 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Haven MacQuarrie, unsponsored 
since his series for Chase & San- 
born, goes back on the air commer- 
cialiy next week. Par soap bankrolls 
his ‘Do You Want to Be An Actor?’ 
turn on KFWB. 

Swings over to Columbia’s Pacifie 
network if it clicks on the first 13 
weeks as a local program. 


Wilson’s Miami Trek 


Cincinnati, Nov. 22. 
L. B. Wilson skips WCKY for his 
Miami Beach hacienda Dec. 3 and 
will winter where the fishes fly. 
Will stop off at the FCC hearings 


in Washington en route to the sun- 
shine. 


























WALTER MORAN DIES 


Worcester, Nov. 22. 
Walter R. Moran, 46, commercial 
manager of station WORC, died of a 
heart ailment Friday in his home 


here. He had been ill only a few 
days. 





With station since 1932. 





1939 Expo May Quicken Homeward 
Return of Hollywood 


Originations 


If there’s any marked movement 
of commercial shows from Holly- 
wood to New York after the first of 
the year it will be mainly due to the 
New York World’s Fair. Some of 
the agencies with guestee programs 
are already giving this angle much 
consideration. They figure that the 
flow of celebrities not only from the 
west coast but from all parts of the 
world will make available a reser. 
voir of guest material that for va- 
riety and extent will be without pre- 
cedent in the history of the medium..: 

One agency that strongly favors 
the back-east trek because of the 
talent availability outlook is J. Wal- 
ter Thompson. While Rudy Vallee is 
due back after the first of the year, 
there is a possibility of the Chase 
& Sanborn hour again originating 
out of New York and the proposed 
Kellogg show making the same town 
its teeing point after the initial 13 
weeks or sooner. 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 
EXTENDS BID TIME 


Chicago, Nov. 22. 

American League has extended the 
time for bids on baseball rights for 
1939 from Nov. 15 deadline*to Dec. 1 
at the request of advertisers who 
claimed that they needed the extra 
time to figure out their play-by-play 
appropriations, Bids are to be en- 
tered on both an exclusive and non- 
exclusive basis, though it is under- 
stood that American League will not 
grant any exclusive ether deals. 

National League makes no deals 
on baseball as an organization, each 
individual club owner making his 
own arrangements for baseball 
broadcasts and play-by-play rights. 


N.A.B. MOVING 


Leaving National Press Bldg. 
Greater Elbow Reom 














for 





Washington, Nov. 22. 

Removal of National Association of 
Broadcasters to more commodious 
quarters takes place at the start of 
the year. Trade group has leased 
entire floor in new office structure on 
K street almost opposite headquar- 
ters of WOL and Mutual Broadcast- 
ing System, abandoning the National 
Press Building where it has been 
housed since inception. 

Impossibility of obtaining more 
room to accommodate expanding staff 
dictated the shift. Numerous engi- 
neers and radio attorneys will fol- 
low and the new building may be- 
come center of industry activities 
here. Several blocks farther from 
the FCC and government depart- 
ments but closer to most of the lead- 
ing hotels. 


Pete Kurtzer, Miss Gratz 
Quit Blackett for Kastor 


Chicago, Nov. 22. 

Petersen Kurtzer, who has been 
radio service manager for Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert here, has resigned 
to join the Kastor agency locally for 
radio service supervision. Switches 
over next week after nine years with 
B-S-H. 

Also moving to Kastor with Kurt- 
zer is his assistant, Jennie Gratz, 
who has been handling radio service 
on the Procter & Gamble -~ther 
shows for B-S-H. 


Sam Pickard in Hospital 


Atlanta, Nov. 22. 

Sam Pickard, formerly CBS’ v. Pp. 
in charge of station relations, is re- 
covering in the Piedmont hospital 
from a cartilage operation on his 
knee, 

Complications threatened to set in 
when a blood clot developed but this 
aberration was soon brought under 
control, 














FARRAR TO SING 


Hartford, Nov. 22. 
First vocal ‘come-back’ by Geral- 
dine Farrar since retiring from the 
concert stage some years ago will be 
over WTIC on Sunday (27). 
Scheduled for an interview on 


WTIC’s ‘Connecticut Hall of Fame’ 
program on that date, Miss Farrar 
—now in retirement at her Connec- 
ticut estate—wrote studio to say that 
she’d rather sing than talk. 














—— November 23, 1938 


RADIO 


VARIETY 











HEY'RE PET HATE 
OF NEWOPAPERG 


National Association of 


Broadcasters Canvasses 
Whyfores of Publisher- 
Broadcaster ‘Feud’ and 


Finds Out It Is Partly a 
Matter of Abuse 





BLAH MIMEOGRAPH 


Washington, Nov. 22. 





Truce between broadcasters and 


publishers which would | 
partially counteract the wave of | 


newspaper 


animosity which occasioned oe 
dreds of rags to discard radio col- 
umns and tighten up on publicity 
was in prospect this week. National 
Association of Broadcasters and 
American Newspaper Publishers As- 
sociation both actively working on 


| sometimes 





RADIO'S INEPT PRESS AG 








LOOKING INTO RADIO P.A’S 


Hot on the trail of the ‘whyfores’ of some of 
radio’s chronic problems, the National Associ- 
looked 
of 
have already made an important discov- 
refuse news but 


has 


think 


ation of Broadcasters 
newspaper publishers 


They 


ery—newspapermen seldom 
they do refuse—and _ invariably 
senseless pap sent out by press 


there is one thing a newspaper 
pride of craftsmanship finally comes to loathe it 


is those mimeographed insults 


gence which every mail brings in. 
learn a lot when it 'earns how bad, how inept, 





into what 
radio news. 


not to ignore 


hate—the 
agents. If 
man with any 


this practice, 


to his intelli- 
Radio will 
pretty silly. 


how lazy has been its press agentry. 


Press agents who moan and 
themselves dailies 





because 
—and frequently not 
partly to blame. 


of a racketeer, 
for suckers. 
individual, 


premise 


| both First, 


sides 


| tions; 


close 
space for stuff that is not newsy or important 
true—have 
Whole premise of their pro- 
fessional attitude and philosophy has been the 
They 


sometimes 
have been misled and misinformed as to 
| the nature of the problem of publicity. 


a few 
nalistic prima donnas, either. 


and eats by press agents who whisper, 
‘I know where the body 


Which is 


is buried.’ 





of 


There is altogether too much irresponsible | 
mimeograph sent out. 


Networks lead off in| 


not because they are unaware of | 
the over-abundance of sheer unprintable non- | 
sense which they 
tisers force them to keep up fat scrapbooks 
of stuff that never made printer’s ink. 


send out, but because adver- 


It’s all 


| 





| tion 


Problem is vast and complex and neither 


N. A. 
easy 

tent a game 
something for 
enough 


B. 


way 


feel sorry for 
up on free 


nor 


themselves 


have played agent today’s 
the accounts, sistance 


organiza- 


Second, 


improving relations between the two| the newspaper editors were sloppily serviced, 


competitive mediums, 


Concrete move to bridge the gap} 


was made last week and other at- 
tempts to straighten out the situa- 
tion are in progress this week. Meet- 
ings between informal groups rep- 
resenting both industries probably 
will occur in time. 


First direct attempt to work out 
a mutually-acceptable plan was aj} 
tete-a-tete session here at which Ed 
Kirby, publicity director of NAB, 
surveyed the problem with J. S. 
Gray, chairman of the ANPA radio | 
committee. Found they were not| 
far apart and an understanding is 
by no means impossible of achieve- 
ment, 


Meets With Stahlman 


These conversations are being sup- | 


plemented this week by talks be- 
tween Neville Miller, prez of the 
radio trade organization, and James 
Stahlman, publisher of the Nashville 
Banner and head of the press so- 
ciety. In Nashville for NAB district 
meeting, Miller had appointment 
scheduled to sit down with Stahl- 
man and exchange views directly. 
Some time ago good will was estab- 
lished through letters, with the press 
spokesman agreeable to a meeting. 


Contrary to belief widespread in 
radio circles, newspapers have no 
universal hostility toward broadcast- 
ers, Kirby was assured by Gray, who 
made trip from Munroe, Mich., es- 
pecially to initiate search for a solu- 
tion. Abolition of daily columns and 
Sunday. pages was prompted by re- 
alization that much radio publicity 
was not worthwhile, that special sec- 
tions had become romping ground for 
personal press agents, and that the 
press was going too far in boosting 
a competitor, he explained. But 
publishers generally appreciate ra- 
dio has a legitimate place in the ad- 
vertising, entertainment, and infor- 
mation fields, although a few die- 
hards feel bitter, like the livery 
Stable owners did about the auto- 
mobile. 

News That Is News 


If radio can dish up newsworthy 
Paragraphs, rather than disguised 
advertising, the press probably will 
be more sympathetic, Gray intim- 
ated. Respectable information about 
the industry as a whole, intriguing 
items about personalities and indi- 
vidual units—stories which can stand 
on their own feet and command 
space in competition with other ma- 
terial—have a chance of getting into 
print. Door is not latrtlet ad 
closed to radio. 


Determination of NAB “ try and 
Straighten things out with the pub- 
lishers is clearly apparent. Recent 
VaRIETY survey showing how many 
rags have tightcned up—and how 
much—made a deep. impression, 
causing broadcast people to embark 
on program of self-examination to 
see what’s wrong. Until the Variety 
coast-to-coast survey, radio leaders 
were inclined to think the ashcan- 
ning was merely a temporary and 
purely-localized set-back. Shown 
that publishers everywhere have 








joined in the movement, NAB execs | 


not protected, shamelessly exploited and their 


good nature imposed upon. 


And most malodorous of all 





agent practice in the past has been the delib- 


erate use for private advantage 


that the clue to publicity was graft. 
there was some graft and some grafters among 


the newspapermen involved. 


agents that developed and exploited this line of 
reasoning in order to attract clients were nurs- 
| ing along something that self-respecting news- 


the press dgents have led people, too remote 
fancy, 


mentally to know fact from 
the whole tribe of journalists 
pretty 


tion’ that he’s a chiseler. 


Newspapermen around the country are re- 
ported to resent the screwball type of reporter 
in Hollywood 
Less widespread perhaps but still 
present among newspapermen is a deep-seated 
resentment for the mental picture of newspa- 
permen the radio industry has been given— 


habitually delineated 


stories. 


snide—powerful but mercenary, 
newspaperman likes to run into that ‘assump- 


in radio press 


of broad hints 
Perhaps _ ers,’ 


3ut the press 


to regard 
as something 
No 


‘trade paper 


anyone 
to improvement. 
of wits. 


regular 
new Spapermi an’s yen for stories. 
‘break’ 
is strengthened by 
plication of press agent abuse is not a point of | 
view that can be implemented and brought to 
bear effectively on the 


Crying need is more understanding. 
to the misrepresentation to clients by press 
agents would be 
agents’ own bread-and-butter plotting. So that 
the improvement must come, as usual, from an 
enlightened and sophisticated body of ‘buy-| flier on his own, 
who will debunk the easy claims and the | 
other-guy’s-a-grafter 
titioners of the publicity art. 


else will readily find an 


It is to some ex- 


and the temptation to get 
nothing free Spact -finds just 
encouragement due to the 


For the press | 
is what counts. That re- 
the endless multi- 


‘system.’ 





An end | 


asking too much of the press 


alibi of inefficient prac- 
Right now radio | 


through which news may reach certain editors | 
or publications. 
recalls that not many months ago it editorially 
repudiated a tendency toward a new specialty, 
counselor.’ 


In this connection VARIETY 


Idea that was being 


peddled to radio stations around the country 


was that 


they can. 
screen 





are conscious that serious attention 
and thought must be given, 


Inept 


Faux pas of over-enthusiastic and 
ill-advised station, advertising agen- 
cy, and network propagandists are 
chiefly blamed for exasperating the 
publishers. Broadcast people able 
to take an objective view privately 
agree editors cannot be condemned 
for becoming disgusted with attempts 
to chisel space for the sake of im- 
pressing the sponsor-client group or 
of building up microphone person- 
alties. Study has demonstrated ra- 
dio relied too much on goofy, insipid, 
and trashy bits—regarded, because 
of lack of experience and under- 
standing, as ‘human interest’ or 
amusing—to publicize its accomplish- 
ments. Not enough semi-scientific | 
stories or self-restraint on chest- 
thumping. 

Idea being mulled is to try and| 
stage a shirt-sleeve conference be- 
tween pick and shovel workers in| 
each industry. Through NAB, radio | 
praisers and desk-pounding editors | 
may be brought together to explore 
the entire field and see what can be 
done about satisfying each other. | 
Press associations may be brought | 
into the picture, with broadcasters 
feeling the wire services are falling 
down on the job of covering legiti- 
mate news. 

Mags’ Attitude 

Radio has a strong talking point, | 
if it realizes its own deficiencies, 
while publishers are far more friend- 
ly than in the past because of gen- 
eral alarm over the trend of gov- 
ernment regulation of broadcasting. 
Fact that national mags, notably 
Time and News-Week, concede radio 








ELBOW ROOM 
FOR KELLOGG 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Two shows will be dispossessed of 
their time on NBC-red net second 
week in January to accommodate the 
new Kellogg show, now being 
whipped into shape by John U. Reber 
of J. Walter Thompson agency. 
Woodbury Playhouse may jump to 
the blue web when the vacate order 
goes out, and Signal Carnival, long 
a coast standby, will take the next 
best available on the Pacific red. 
Hour cereal show takes a Sunday | 
airing at 7 p.m., hitting the east from | 
10 to 11 p.m. 








they, 
could get station publicity published. 





counselors, 
Maybe 


the trade paper 


Variety for its part stated bluntly 
it would have no dealings whatsoever with 
this new ‘profession.’ 
lication maintains reporters to do what these 
trade paper counselors were suggesting that 
they were uniquely qualified to do. 


Any self-respecting pub- 


Lum, Abner Charge Hay 
Acted Iegally as Mgr. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 22. 

General denial of claim by Bill 
Hay, announcer for Amos 'n’ Andy, 
that he is entitled to 10% of their 
earnings was filed in Superior Court 
by attorneys for Chester Lauck and 
Norris Goff (Lum and Abner) in an- 
swer to suit filed recently. Hay is 
asking for accounting of rural team’s 
earnings since managerial contract 
was signed in 1931. His complaint 
approximates their income for the 
disputed period at $500,000. 

Contention set up by L. & A. is 
that at time five-year deal was inked 
Hay was announcer, salesman and 
entertainer at WMAQ in Chicago and 
that his employment by the station 
prohibited his acting as manager for 








| the rustics 


occasionally produces copy which is | 
worth printing will be stressed. Also | 
that if censorship—either outright or | 


veiled—is imposed on broadcasters, 
freedom of the press is likely to be 
the nex: target. Latter point is ap- 
preciated by the publishers, as was 
reflected when Gray reminded Kirby 
that newspapers generally have 
taken up the cudgels on several oc- 


| Casions, 


With so many publishers also own- | 


ing transmitters, negotiation of a 
treaty should not be impossible. And 
the FCC’s demonstrated belief that 


close links between the press and | 
to public as headman, doubled back to Holly- | 


radio often 
interest gives 
ing ground. 


is contrary 


another common meet- \ 





Tommy Riggs Due West 


For 2nd Universal Pix' 


Tommy Riggs may go out to 


the well known jour- | 


| terned 
| magazine 
eo 

| when 


|it impractical 


i this kind. 





| papermen have bitterly resented. In implying It’s unwholesome to have press agerits 
that they ‘took care of’ newspapermen, and spread the idea that they, by dubious and 
therefore enjoyed special privileges and ins,  ultra-personal means, are the only channels | 


| 


| 


NAB. DUCKS 
BRITISH-TYPE 
AIR MAG 


Washington, 


national 
at 


Nov. 22. 
radio publica- 
the public and pat- 
after the weekly listener 
of British Broadcasting 
received a setback last week 
figures in National Associa- 
of Broadcasters decided the 
trade group cannot sponsor any type 
‘of booklet which promotes one mem- 
ber of the family. 


Idea of a 
tion, ‘aimed 


Despite some enthusiasm for 
a move to boost the industry’s pub- 
lic standing, informal committee of 
NAB leaders told David Rosenblum, 
former treasurer of NBC, they felt 
for the trade group 
to take any part in an enterprise of 
Mag would have to be 
national in scope—due to difference 
in time zones, impossibility of ob- 


such 


| taining complete program schedules 
| sufficiently 
| physical factors—and with over 300 


far in advance, and other 


local stations in the roster the NAB 


| weuaka have to snub a _ substantial 
| proportion 


of its membership in 
| joining an undertaking of this char- 
| acter. 

If Rosenbloom wants to take a 
the trade body 
probably will do sideline cheering, 
|since the idea has hit numerous 


| me mbers of the industry as a sound 
ne: |means of getting around the tighten- 
publicity is the private football of boys that | in, up on newspaper publishers on 


are getting theirs and see nothing else. 


free publicity and station 
or network executives 


owners 
who have 


| studied radio abroad are deeply ime 
; pressed 


with the BBC’s weekly 


sheet. 





‘Howie Wing’ Serial 
Has Ballyhoo Tie-Up 


With Paramount Pix 


Chicago, Nov. 22. 

Stations carying the ‘Howie Wing’ 
network strip for Kellogg are being 
asked by the J. Walter Thompson 
agency here to cut-in with special 
local announcements in a deal set 
by the agency with Paramount pic- 
tures for the guesting of Fred Mae- 
Murray on the ether show. 


MacMurray is currently starred in 
the Paramount flicker, ‘Men With 
Wings,’ also an aviation yarn. 
Agency is asking the stations to an- 
nounce that the picture may be seen 
at specific theatres in their own 
communities, with an especial plug 
and appeal to the kid members of 
the Howie Wing club to hustle 
around to the theatre to view the 
flicker. 


Indications are that most of the 
stations are nixing the agency re- 
quest unless the agency wants to 
drop a little extra mazum to take 
care of incidental expenses. 


WHN COMBO WILL DO 
EVERYTHING BUT COOK 


Station WHN, New York, is re- 
vising its house orchestra from 
ground up. Present players are 
working out their eight weeks’ no- 
| tice given them by Manager Herb 
| Pettey. Under the revision the 12 
men will be marked by individuals 
| of versatility. Idea is to have the 
| 12- man quota so organized as to be 














Hollywood after the first of the year | Capable of splitting up into cham- 


to do another picture on his Uni- 
versal contract. 


date. 


ber, swing, cocktail and solo assign- 


There’s been talk | ments. 
with the film company but no men- | 
tion has been made of a stipulated | joined staff. 


Roy Smeck, guitarist, has already 
Dick “Sallou will be 
| new director, Don Albert continuing 


Shift of his Saturday night pro- jas co-director. Ballou will give WHN 


gram is stipulated 
contract with Quaker Oats. 





Don Francisco, new Lord & Thom- 


in the mime’s|an experienced arranger, 


filling a 
long-felt need. Four of Ballou’s 
brasses come in with him. A three« 

|; man unit of Bob Hamilton at Ham- 


| mond electric organ plus pianist and 


wood to have his first look at his first | | Henry Witmer, drummer-m.c., is also 


grandchild. 


‘in prospect. 
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Transcriptions Face Rising Costs, 
But Price Boost to Stations 
Not Good Tactics, Say Waxmen 


Report current in the trade last 
week that several recorded library 
services had got together on a pact 
to raise their rental fees 25% 
present contracts with stations ex- 


pire received an emphatic denial 
from the companies concerned. It 
was stated that there had not been 
any intra-industry discussions on this 
topic and that even with the boost in 
production costs caused by the new 
rates for musicians it would be un- 
wise to add further to the broad- 
caster’s music overhead. 

According to the report the re- 


when 





corders felt that the part of the sub- 
stantial increase in their musicians 
payroll ought to be passed on to 
their station clients. This increase 
is estimated to be anywhere from 
85% to 110%. 

Head of one major library service 
remarked that what the transcrip- 
tion industry needed more than an 
increase in rates was a trade organi- 
zation through which common prob- 
lems could be discussed and handled 
and certain inimical tendencies 
curbed. He said that he realized that 
NBC would likely be opposed to en- 
tering such organization since its 
practice of barring other recorders 
from taking off its broadcast pro- 
grams would be a point of major 
contention among the membership. 


N. A.B. LIBRARY 
SOLUTION 
SOON 


Washington, Nov. 22. 
Final decision about disposing of 
the National Association of Broad- 











casters transcription library will be 
attempted by the Board of Directors 
next month, following inability of 
the executive committee last week to 
reach a conclusion on two proposi- 
tions to take over the white ele- 
phant. 


Request for further details and 
proof of ability to carry out prom- 
ises was handed the competing pros- 
pective buyers, E. V. Brickerhoff and 
Langlois & Wentworth Wednesday 
(16) at executive group. session 
where reactions were exchanged by 
members of the NAB high command. 
Each commercial disc-maker has 
been invited to come to Washington 
Dec. 12 and 13 ready to put his terms 
in writing and sign a binding con- 
tract which will get the radio group 
out of the recording business. 

While no clear-cut evidence of 
feeling resulted, executive commit- 
tee members were divided over the 
cash-on-the-barrel-head offer by 
Brickerhoff and the _ percentage 
scheme outlined by L-W. Some 
members seemed inclined to think 
NAB should be wary of both pro- 
Posals, but other sentiment was in 
favor of bailing out and recovering 
the maximum of the more than 
$50,000 already invested in the Bu- 
reau of Copyright. 

Some objections heard to the idea 
of letting L-W paste an NAB label 
on its own platters. Principal desire 
of the broadcasters is to be positive 
whoever gets the library will sup- 
ply the industry with high-calibre 
recordings of sufficient quality to 
form a base for sustaining program 
structure. 


FILM MEN’S NEW CO. TO 
PRODUCE AIR SHOWS 


Herbert Ebenstein, film man, and 
William and Harry Brandt, picture 
theatre operators, have joined in a 
new enterprise, Radio Attractions, 
Inc.. to produce air shows, 

First three radio programs are 
‘Shadow of Fu Manchu,’ by Sax 
Rohmer; ‘Ella Cinders,’ newspaper 
cartoon strip by Bill Conselman, and 
‘Hop Along idy’ series of yarns 
b; Clarence E. Mulford. 
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% 





Why Not Have a Baby? 





22. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 
Under the title of ‘Why Not 
Have a Baby?’ KFI inaugur- 
ates a new series today (Tues.) 
with an unidentified medical 
man giving a frank discussion 
of pre-natal problems and dis- 
pelling superstitions attending 
childbirth. 
Jose Rodriguez, educational 
director for the station (NBC- 


red), and Jimmy Vandiveer, 
special eventer, handle the 
commentary. 











ANOTHER HOUSE AD 
WALLOPS AIR MARS 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 22. 
Another competitive media crack 
at ‘Man from Mars’ broadcast was 
boldface advertisement appearing in 
the Oklahoma News. Captioned ‘31 





Years Ago It Was Mr. Slayzack 
fom Mars. . .. 1938 Has Its Man 
fror’ Mars.’ Ad read: 


‘But then and now newspapers 
have the Facts! Mr. Slayzack 
from Mars was a cartoon character 
of the Oklahoma News 31 years ago. 
He is mentioned in the story of 
statehood for Oklahoma appearing 
in The News today. The adventures 
of Mr. Slayzack were entertainment. 
But the story of statehood was his- 
tory, written 31 years ago and 
studied today for its factual in- 
formation. Today has its entertain- 
ment and its fact. If An?t When 
The Men From Mars Come—you’'ll 


Know it first in your newspaper! 


‘You may hear about it elsewhere. 
But you won’t know it until you 
read it in your newspaper. 

‘News departments cf newspaper 
daily receive reports of strange hap- 
penings, sensational events, daring 
crimes, 

‘Check!’ 
‘One of the first and major obli- 
gations of journalism is Accuracy. 


| 


Better Than Original? 


Houston, Nov. 22. 

Too vivid descriptions of wrestling 
matches, broadcast from ringside by 
Harry Grier of KTRH, caused can- 
cellation of the broadcasting con- 
tract, 

Grier’s descriptions were so enter- 
taining the cash customers were 
staying away from the matches, and 
listening to them over the radio, 
| Morris Sigel, wrestling promoter, 
{maintained in cancelling his contract. 











Free Time Demands 
Scrutinized by N.A.B.; 





Washington, Nov. 22. 
tising was broadened by National As- 
leery of three other feelers. Denied 


it has attempted to blacklist the pro- 
grams offered by American Road- 





builders Association on highway 
safety. 
At same time trade group re- 


| minded members about the 
| visions of the eode of ethics in re- 
|porting that stations have been 
| propositioned by Wildrick & Miller, 
| New York advertising agency, and 
|Crazy Water Hotel, which want time 
‘on a cost-per-inquiry basis, and 
|E. B. Marks Music Co., which of- 
| fered free music. 





WFIL DENIES LIBEL 


ON MOE ANNENBERG 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

WFIL and Sam Rosenbaum, its 
prez, filed pleas of innocence last 
Friday to charges of libel brought 
during the recent political campaign 
by Moe Annenberg, publisher of the 
Philly Inquirer. 

Suits, in Common Pleas Courts, 
were based on a speech delivered on 
the station by .U. S. Senator Joseph 
Guffey. Guffey outrightly attacked 
Annenberg, who filed suits against 
the Philly Record; J. David Stern, its 
publisher, and Albert M. Greenfield, 
Democratic biggie, as well as WFIL, 
Rosenbaum and Guffey, because of 
the speech. 

No trial date has been fixed. 











‘Check! 

‘Every report must be verified, 
verified, verified. 

‘Check! 

‘When you read it in your news- 
paper—you can feel sure it’s true! 

‘When word-of-mouth rumors 
srread the first thought of people is 
‘Let’s phone the newspaper.’ If a 
report is unconfirmed, it is given as 
unconfirmed. If an article of fiction, 
it is clearly marked fiction. It is 
this quality of cold, dispassionate 
Accuracy that makes your news- 
paper so valuable to you.’ 





Charles Boyer and the missus (Pat 
Paterson) face the mike for the first 
time together on Wgdbury Play- 
house Nov. 27 in ‘Ghost of Tron- 


Uses Flying Wedge? 
Macon, Ga., Nov. 22. 
E. K.. Cargill, WMAZ prexy, is 
doubting his prowess as a football 
coach, Local midget team, coached 
by Cargill and wearing WMAZ jer- 
seys, has lost every game they have 
played. 
Cargill admits his playing of 15 
years ago may be somewhat out- 
dated, 





Clear for Toscanini 
Indianapolis, Nov. 22. 

WIRE has moved its news broad- 
cast by Bill Frosch, sponsored by 
Sterling Beer to give listeners that 
complete one and half hours of Tos- 
canini program. 

Station previously dropped last 15 





jolly.’ 


minutes of concert program. 





Freeman Demands 





will decide within the next few days 
whether to dismiss or order the case 
of NBC and Warwick & Legler 
against Charles Henry Freeman, Jr., 
concert manager, to go to trial. 
Agency and network last week asked 
that its own complaint be tossed out 
after Monday (21) had been set as 
the date of trial for the issues. which 
have been hanging fire since 1935. 

W&L, then known as Cecil, War- 
wick & Cecil, had at that time got a 
temporary injunction restraining 
Freeman from claiming that the Met- 
ropolitan Opera Auditions of the Air 
was lifted from a program idea that 
he had been peddling around the 
trade. In its complaint the agency 
charged that Freeman had damaged 
it to the extent of $78,891. Interfer- 
ence of contract with the Sherwin- 
Williams Co. was part of the allega- 
tions. 

Freeman now demands that the 
controversy be aired in open court, 
and opposes the efforts of W&L and 
NBC to have the action dismissed 
without costs. 





Federal Judge Samuel Mandelbaum 


Opera Auditions 


Case Be Aired in Open Court 





Big Toy Campaign 


Milwaukee, Nov. 22. 

‘Billie the Brownie, perennial 
Christmas favorite of children, opens 
its eighth season on WTMJ spon- 
sored as usual by Schuster depart- 
ment stores and handled by Larry 
Teich. Pulled more than 50,000 
pieces of mail last year. 

Promotion is climaxed shortly be- 
fore Christmas with big parade with 
floats through main streets. 

Sponsor out to corner the Christ- 
mas toy market in Milwaukee, 


Charles Burton’s Job 


Charles W. Burton, one-time man- 
ager of WEEI, Boston, is now with 
the President’s Birthday C-lebration 
Committee under Fredericka Millet, 
the radio director. 

Campaign’ is being organized 
through regional sub-committees this 
year, 

Neville Miller is to be chairman ot 
drive’s radio division and Joseph M. 
Schenck of the film end, 











Many Different Kinds 


Inside Stuf—Radio 


Brass-tacks conference about joint educational-promotional program 
to inform the radio audience about broadcasting industry was scheduled 
last week as the National Association of Broadcasters good-will campaign 
gained momentum. 

Talk about the exact mechanics of the tie-up between broadcasters and 
set makers will take place in Chicago next Wednesday (30) when Neville 
Miller, the NAB president, huddles with executives of the Radio Manu- 
facturers’ Association. Two units will link hands in preparing a ‘primer’ 
to go with every receiver, explaining some of the scientific fundamentals 
of broadcasting and expounding arguments about the desirability of a 
private enterprise system, especially as contrasted with the politically- 
run foreign type of radio. 

Other methods of cooperation which will build good-will for each 
branch of radio also are due for canvassing. No ideas have crystallized, 
although NAB hopes to have the support of the equipment manufacturers 
in future tiffs with Congress and in any FCC proceedings which may 
affect the structure and basic operating practices of the industry. 








To aid in determining the value of recorded history as a supplement 





Campaign against free-time adver- | 


sociation of Broadcasters last week | 
when members were advised to be/ schools in and around Columbus, Ohio, and Detroit. 


pro- | 
| of the song numbers. 
| have expired long ago, but the network's jittery outlook on the status of 





to academic courses, the Federal Theatre Radio Division has made a tieup 
with Ohio State University. FTRD will supply platters of its current 
‘Men Against Death’ series to be used in a series of experiments in high 


Results of the experiments will be gauged by Ohio State’s Evaluation of 
School Broadcasts Dept. If it is deemed successful efforts will be made 
to install broadcast education in ali upper grade schools. 





CBS is maintaining a completed ban against the airing of Harrigan and 
Hart’s ‘Mulligan Guard’ series for fear of running into copyright compli- 
cations with the heirs of Edward Harrigan and David Braham, co-authors 
Copyright renewals of quite a number of the tunes 


all these works has resulted in the inclusive taboo. Original copyrights 
on the famous show numbers range from 1873 to 1895, which indicates that 
the last of them won't go public domain until 1953. 





City of Detroit, and not CBS or Orson Welles, is the defendant in this 
damage suit filed as result of the recent ‘Martian Invasion’ broadcast: 

Douglas LeDuc, on behalf of his daughter, is asking damages from the 
city because she ‘actually believed the world was coming to an end’ and, 
while hurrying to tell him about it, tripped over a bump in a sidewalk 
and broke her ankle. City requested LeDuc to specify how much he wants, 
although it doesn’t figure to lose case on the ‘Martian Invasion’ score, 





Morris Novik, director of N. Y. City’s station, WNYC, must appear 
before a special investigating committee of the City Council, the Appellate 
Division of the Supreme Court decided Friday (18) when it upheld the 
ruling of Justice Kenneth O’Brien that Novik was subject to subpoena by 
the council committee. Latter is investigating charges that the station 
has been used for transmitting communistic and other alleged subversive 
propaganda, 





New York State Senate will, for the first time, have a radio commentator 
as a member, Phelps Phelps, broadcaster over WMCA and the Inter-City 
network, is the new senator from the 13th (Manhattan) District. 

Another N. Y. state legislator with a radio connection is Arthur L. 
Parsons, reelected as Republican assemblyman from Schoharie county. An 
automobile dealer, Parsons has frequently miked on programs sponsored 
by his agency over WGY. 





Paul Roberts, who authored ‘Roy Powers, Eagle Scout’ under the tag 
‘Paul Powell,’ has sold out his interest in the comic strip to Ledger Syndi- 
cate, which handled it, in order to work on an adaptation of it for CBS. 
Roberts understood to have an exclusive tie-up with the Boy Scouts for 
use of their name and is expected to get a sustaining spot on Columbia 


while the chain seeks a sponsor for his late afternoon or early evening kid 
show. - 





Three new vice-presidents were added last week by the board of direc- 
tors to the 11 which the N. W. Ayer & Son agency already sports. New- 
comers to the crop are Warner L. Shelley, who’ll be in charge of service 
in the New York office; James M. Wallace, in charge of plans-merchandis- 


ing, and Thomas H. Gilliam, Jr., who'll head the service division in the 
Philly office. 





A system whereby prospective sponsors of radio programs can get im- 
mediate audience reaction to contemplated shows or individuals has been 
made available by the new Muzak Sponsored Program Service. Latter is a 
system of wired entertainment recently inaugurated and supplied to bars 


and grills at a price lower than Muzak’s regular service and distinctly 
separate, 





Lawrence Hammond, freelance radio writer, was last Saturday (19) 
granted a divorce in New York supreme court, Poughkeepsie, from Sue 
Taylor, who scripts the ‘Lorenzo Jones’ serial for Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert. Pair were married about seven years ago, but Miss Taylor about 
a year and a half ago obtained a Mexican divorce and married Paul Well- 
rose White, CBS special events head, in Virginia. 





Capitol (N. Y.) Theatre Family, oldest consecutive weekly sustainer, 
learned while celebrating its 16th anniversary last Sunday (20) that it held 
the highest C. A. B. rating for a daytime show (9.7). It was an NBC feature 


until Chrysler products started Major Edward Bowes over to CBS two 
years ago, 





Carter Coal’s ‘Hermit’s Cave’ spook show, piped from WJR, Detroit, 
receives instantaneous recording treatment for airing by WKRC, Cincin- 
nati, on Sunday nights. It originates on WJR while the local CBS station 


oe pect the net’s Headlines and Bylines stanza, which it follows 





One of the oldest continuous radio programs on air, weekly religious 
broadcast of Wheeler Rescue Mission, Indianapolis, celebrates 13th cone 
tinuous year on WFBM this week. Programs started in November, 1925, 





Al Coles, occasional WICC broadcaster and leader in Bridgeport (Conn.) 
music circles, was elected state senator in the recent polling. Coles’ win 
was especially notable because he survived as a Democrat against Socialist 
sweep in Bridgeport led by Mayor Jasper McLevy. 





. Daily Worker, Communist newspaper in New York City, has radio ambi- 
ions. Has approached practically every station in Manhattan to buy time. 


Stations are insisting that a guarantee of ‘no contr F i 
ove d 
that seems to chill the matter every time. ae: BS rere 








Helen Kiley to WEEI 
Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 
Helen Kiley, secretary to the pro- 
gram director at WFIL, leaving on 
Nov. 26 for WEEI, Boston. 
She'll serve as one of the ‘Jean 


Lanny Ross Sponsored 

Lanny Ross went on the Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade Saturday (19). 
Singer was signed a week ago Tues- 





a 








Abbey’ fashion commentators spotted 
throughout the country by Pictorial 
Review. 





day for 13 weeks. 


Ross will work from the east with 
Al Goodman’s orch. 
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COUG 


BADIO PRIEST 
INTE-SEMITIC® 


— 


WMCA ‘Footnotes’ Cough- 
lin’s Views with Its Own 
Rebuttal Interpretations 
—Apart From the Re- 
ligious Bias, It’s a Tough 
Spot for Radio, on Heels 
of the Rutherford Stuff 





PREFER QUiETUS 





Father Coughlin in the third 
speech of his new broadcasting sea- 
son Sunday (20) adopted what is 
considered in many circles to be an 
anti-Semitic attitude and thereby pre- 
cipitated what may grow into a na- 
tional issue of radio censorship. 
Speaking over about 50 radio stations 
in a specially-arragged hookup, the 
Detroit priest repeated most of the 
standard charges that Jews are the 
prime instigators of communism. He 
also ‘quoted’ the Nazis viewpoint that 
Jews caused Germany to lose the 
war. 

Station WMCA, New York, took a 
leading part in the events leading up 
to Sunday’s broadcast. Although the 
first two addresses by Coughlin in 
his present series were not proof- 
read in advance of broadcast, be- 
cause of Coughlin’s assurances they 
would be neutral, the priest sub- 
mitted his script to the station for 
the third session. Thereupon WMCA 
officials were on the long distance 
telephone the Saturday ahead of the 
broadcast and as a result the first 
draft was changed and later a sec- 
ond draft was also changed. What 
was finally broadcast and caused the 
uproar was a third draft. WMCA as- 
serts that either by misunderstand- 
ing or deliberation Coughlin did not 
avoid the offensive material they 
thought he had agreed to delete. Sta- 
tion was surprised as the priest over 
the phone had apparently shown a 
disposition to tone down the anti- 
Jewish bias. As a matter of fact 
Coughlin dislikes being called an 
anti-Semite and implies ‘some of my 
best friends are Jews.’ 


WMCA _ stepped in _ following 
Coughlin’s speech and broadcast a 
statement that Coughlin had made 
errors of fact in his talk, This step 
_caused considerable speculation in 
. the trade as to the right of a station 
to editorially comment in this fash- 
ion. John Shephard’s present diffi- 
culties with the FCC stem from ‘edi- 
torializing. (Other stations have 
from time to time and for various 
reasons done the same. It is re- 
called that Lambdin Kay of WSB, 
Atlanta, once stood by and made an 
immediate rebuttal to former Gov. 
Talmadge of Georgia.) 

Indelicate, Especially Now 


Stations on the Coughlin hookup 
were particularly embarrassed in 
the larger centers where there are 
mixed populations, including large 
segments of Jewish extraction and 
where Americanization movements 
constantly seek to play down racial 
hatreds. Stations on the Coughlin 
hookup were in general puzzled as 
to what attitude to take. There was 
a feeling that Coughlin had placed 
himself in a class with Judge Ruth- 
erford of Jehovah’s Witnesses as a 
red hot potato for radio to handle. 

What distressed radio _ stations 
generally was a fear that Coughlin’s 
warning against Jews might, in the 
absence of any official repudiation 
by the Catholic hierarchy, be taken 
by many as doctrinal. Thus radio 
Stations felt they were in the intol- 
erable predicament of choosing be- 
tween Jews and Catholics. Many, 
however, anticipated that Coughlin 
would not again touch the question. 
It was felt the Church high com- 
mand would see to that. 

WMCA will ‘not permit a repeti- 
tion’ of stirring up of Jewish hatred 
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HLIN'S HOT POTATO 








On the Phone 





Cincinnati, Nov. 22. 

‘What are you going to do?’ 
seems to be the question which 
the Coughlin stations are ask- 
ing each other by long-distance 
telephone. 

Buzz-buzz has been going on 
since Sunday night and reflects 
the confusion in minds of 
broadcasters at being confront- 
ed with such a ticklish ques- 
tion, 











ship of a Catholic priest by a Jewish 
radio licensee could have invidious 
possibilities. WMCA probably be- 
speaks the attitude of the majority 
of stations on the hookup that the 
matter can be smoothed over and not 
further aggravated. 

Missing element in the delicate 
situation, it is commonly agreed, is 
the attitude of Catholics generally. 
Protests thus far received are said 
to be more from Catholics than from 
Jews. 

Coughlin, it is recalled, has been 
a storm center in broadcasting on 
several previous occasions. No com- 
munication has been received since 
the Sunday broadcast from Coughlin 
and there is no intimation of his fu- 
ture policy at the moment. 





Coughlin Nixes Rebroadcasts 
Bridgeport, Nov. 22.. 
Father Coughlin spurned as un- 
satisfactory the suggestion of John 
Shepard that his broadcasts be lo- 
cally recorded for repeats at night 
due to commercial commitments of 
WICC here. No good, said the priest. 
WEAN, Providence, also turned 
down for like cause. 





Coughlin Also Praised 
Detroit, Nov. 22. 
Anti-Jewish talk by Father Cough- 
lin Sunday caused storm of protest 
to WJR, originating station for indie 
| hookup, but unlikely any censorship 
will result or priest will be put off 





air. Leo Fitzpatrick, of WJR, washed 
hands of whole affair, declaring 
speeches are supposedly approved by 
Coughlin superiors and as _ results 
station rarely sees talks. Hundreds 
of wired protests and demands 
Coughlin be put off radio were fol- 
lowed by flood of other wires com- 
mending priest for ‘exposing the 
Jews.’ 

Address hit ozone while all faiths 
were holding giant anti-Nazi rally in 
Naval armory here, 


AIR PROTEST 
FROM SPORTS 
WORLD 


Mutual, in a note sent to all af- 
filiated stations on Monday (21), 
gave an explanation of why the 
script of Sam Balter’s sports show 
was changed at the last minute on 
Saturday (19) evening and why the 
web. will air a broadcast by the 
American sports world next Sunday 
(27) protesting. treatment of the 
Jews in Germany. 

It was explained that Balter, who 
does daily sports comment for Bayuk 
Cigars, had planned to devote his en- 
tire Saturday show to such a pro- 
test. Net nixed it, however, because 
it felt it wasn’t fitting for a sports 
program, Bayuks then protested, 
claiming that inasmuch as all sorts | 
of other groups have heaped impreca- 
tions on Hitler, there was no reason 
why the sports world shouldn’t, too, 
especially as Germany’s action is so 








|facturers of radio apparatus 





unsporting. 

Mutual compromised on the thing? 
by donating sustaining time to Balter | 
for his air protest. It is tentatively 


| set for 11:30 to 11:45 am. Sunday. | 


| If, however, there are too many lead- | 


| ing sports figures who want to par-| 
| ticipate, which now seems likely, the 


web said it was prepared to move 
the show to 1:30 to 2 p.m. so it can 


PAINE OF ASCAP INVITES NEVILLE MILLER 





TO FRIENDLY’ DISCUSSION OF PROBLEMS 


Carl Pierce Radio Exec 
Of New Frisco Ad Agcy. 


San Francisco, Nov, 22. 
New advertising agency has been 
formed here by Renzo Cesana, for- 
merly with James Houlihan, Inc. 
Firm, to be known: as Cesana and 
Associates, Ltd. 
Radio director is Carl W. Pierce. 


RCA NEEDLES 
SET BALLYHOO 


RCA is launching a special cam- 
paign to sell America on the idea, 
‘give radio sets as Christmas pres- 
ents.’ Going ahead on own after en- 
countering red tape in stirring other 
manufacturers to cooperate. RCA 
Magic Key program on Sundays 
over NBC will be one of the spring- 
boards. Newspaper copy, dealer tie- 
ins and local NBC-owned and man- 
aged stations will be other channels. 

America should sell about 6,000,000 
sets this year. In 1937, about 8,000,- 
000 were sold. Television publicity 
may have had some slight influence 
in the higher-priced sets which de- 
clinea most of all but did not retard 
sale of cheaper sets, in informed 
opinion. 

Marked slowing down in set sales 
was well advanced by late summer. 











New Reciprocal Tariff 


Washington, Nov. 22. 
Occasional benefits for U. S. manu- 





and 
other musical instruments contained 


|in the new British and Canadian 
| trade treaties signed this week and 


effective Jan. 1. This country, how- 
ever, opened the door wider for 
British competition. 

Lower preference for sets from 
Great Britain promised by Bermuda, 
which dropped the differential by 
5%, while Ceylon made the same 
concession, Canada promised not to 
raise the duty on radio receivers, 
phonographs, and musical instru- 
ments, now 243%4%, over 25%. 
Promises not to increase the prefer- 
ence for Mother Country radio 
equipment given by British Hon- 
duras, Cyprus, Jamaica, Leeward Is- 
lands, Malay, and North Rhodesia. 

In return, the U. S. cuts duty on 
radio apparatus and parts from 35% 
to 25% and halves the present 30% 
tariff on phonograph discs. Britain 
chops the excise on gramophones 
and records from 33 1/3%to 25%. 





Philco Statement 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

Following complaints from dealers 
that press stories about the im- 
minence of visio are holding up sales 
of new radio sets, while, on the other 
hand, dealers are selling short-wave 
equipment on the misleading promise 
that it’ll receive visio sound signals 
directly, Larry E. Gubb, Philco prez, 
this week attempted to straighten 
out both angles. 

He declared, ‘No radio receivers 
sold today or likely to be sold in the 
near future are designed to receive 
directly television sound signals. 
This is true whether the equipment 
is long or short wave.’ 





Censorship Condemned 


Des Moines, Nov. 22. 
Students and faculty of Drake 
University, Des Moines, are over- 
whelmingly opposed to radio censor- 
ship or governn.ent interference in 








radio control, a vote taken a couple | 
of days ago indicates. The poll 
showed 644 members of the school | 
to be opposed to government regula- 
tion and only 23 of the 667 queried | 





Two Men Meet Through Shotwell Committee— 
Miller Tentatively Accepts Invitation to Series of 


Talks After FCC Hearings Are Over 





More Fantasy 





Trenton, Nov. 22. 

Although a month old, the 
Orson Welles radio episode is 
still ‘packin’ ’em in’ on week- 
ends at Grover’s Mill, scene of 
the fictional Martian ‘invasion.’ 
Particularly after Princeton 
football games, hundreds have 
been Griving the extra three 
miles to the little hamlet that 
was put on the map by CBS. 

Roadside stand proprietors in 
and around Princeton report a 
healthy weekend increase in 
trade still continues, with hun- 
dreds of Sunday joy-riders 
dropping in to ask the way to 
Grover’s Mill, 


LADIES NOT ON 
ETHER, AND 
LUCKY! 


Washington, Nov. 22. 

Scuffle between President Roose- 
velt, socialite-publisher ‘Cissy’ Pat- 
terson of the Washington Herald and 
Times, and 100-odd enraged club- 
women who have joined the Patter- 
son ‘save-the-cherry-trees’ campaign, 
recorded for posterity by WJSV, 
Washington transmitter of CBS, 
which proudly accompanied the in- 
dignant females to a fruitless ‘con- 
ference’ at the White House. 

High points in the demonstration 
were caught by WJSV’s new mobile 
unit, which followed the procession 
to the White House and took down 
on platters the singing of Joyce Kil- 
mer’s ‘Trees,’ as the ladies attempted 
to serenade the President. 

After virtually mobbing White 
House Secretary Marvin MacIntyre 
and Sen. William Gibbs McAdoo, the 
angry group departed to ‘chain 
themselves’ to cherry trees at the 
famous Tidal Basin—where numer- 
ous trees are slated for the axe when 
construction of the proposed Jeffer- 
son Memorial is started. 


Hair-Pulling 


Although WJSV failed to muscle 
in on the President’s press confer- 
ence—at which he accused the Pat- 
terson papers of ‘flim-flamming the 
public’-—and the subsequent tussles 
with workmen at the Memorial site, 
Columbia scored a scoop on the 
White House hair-pulling and has 
presented the transcription of the 
proceedings to chairwomen of the 
combined organizations for presenta- 
tions at various mass meetings sched- 
uled for this week. 

Hitch-Hiking Dowagers 

Among the most amusing sights of- 
fered by the WJSV-Save-the-Cherry- 
Trees parade was the spectacle of 
nine dowagers who—unable to find 
their chauffeurs—piled aboard the 
WJSV truck to hitch-hike their way 
to the White House. 

Observers at the Tidal Basin— 
where the women attempted to take 
away shovels and other implements 
which WPA workers were wielding 
against the trees—remarked that 
language used by the _ indignant 
workmen over the unexpected in- 
terruption of a day’s work would 
have prevented any broadcast. FCC 
undoubtedly would have marked the 
station for the dog-house, it was said, 














if the Tidal Basin squabble had been | 





Radical change in the psychologi- 
cal relationship between the National 
Association of Broadcasters and the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers is expected to 
develop from the series of discus- 
sions that Neville Miller, NAB prez, 
and John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, have agreed to hold during 


the course of the next few months. 
It will make the first time that 
spokesmen for either organization 
have undertaken to get at the basis 
of their conflicting viewpoints and 
try to obtain a clear view of each 
other’s problems. 

Proposal for this procedure was 
made by Paine while he and Miller 
were attending a (radio) subcom- 
mittee meeting of the American Na- 
tional Committee on Intellectual Co- 
operation. This group, which has Dr. 
James T. Shotwell as chairman, is 
interested in the passage of an 
amended United States copyright law 
which will conform with copyright 
pact binding the leading European 
nations, 

Paine’s Suggestion 


Paine suggested that much could 
be gained by both ASCAP and the 
NAB if a greater effort were made to 
apprise each other of the pertinent 
problems faced by either industry. 
Heads of ASCAP, said Paine, rea- 
lized the controversy between the 
networks and independent stations 
on performing rights obligations had 
more serious implications than were 
apparent on the surface. Paine 
stated that he and his organization 
would like to become thoroughly 
acquainted with this situation and 
they, in turn, would like to make 
clear to Miller the economic prob- 
lems that confront the Society. 

Miller explained that because of 
the industry investigation by the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion now’ going on in Washington he 
would have to stay close to home 
for a few weeks but that he would 
enter into the suggested conversa- 
tions as time for visits to New York 
became available. 

Also present at the meeting of the 
radio division of the ANAII were 
Robert Myers, of NBC’s legal staff, 
and Sidney Kaye, copyright coun- 
sel for CBS. 


Latest Reported Buyers 
Of KROW, Oakland, Are 
Phil Lasky, Wesley Dumm 


San Francisco, Nov. 22. 

Latest reported bidders for the 
purchase of 1 ROW, Oakland, are 
Phil Lasky and Wesley I. Dumm, 
manager and owner, respectively, of 
KSFO, San Francisco. Operator Drey 
has always denied he ever talked 
possible deals. 

Lasky and Dumm are reported to 
be paying $150,000 for the station, 
whose licensee is the Educational 
Broadcasting Corp. H. P. Drey, 
president of the corporation and 
general manager of the station, 
owns about 40% of the stock. Bal- 
ance is owned by some 300 stock- 
holders, largely members of the 
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society. 
KROW operates at 1,000 watts on 
930 k.c. 











Well Knowns Wanted 
For Associated’s Library 


Associated Music Publishers, Inc., 
is going after vocalists with radio 























by Coughlin, but its management, 
‘Which is Jewish, deplores having to 
go further. There is apprehension 
that any act, no matter what the jus- 
tification, that seemed to be censor- 


| have a full half hour. | believe radio needs a censor. | aired generally. 
| Senator Clyde L. Herring, one of | 

George McGarrett returned east | the most ardent advocates of govern-| Jack Benny may do some broad- 
after washup of W. C. Fields cut-in | ment supervision of radio, hails from | casts from New York after first of | 


on Luckies Hit Parade. ‘Des Moines, | the year. 


reps for its recorded library. First 
one of this classification that it has 
put under contract is Doris Rhodes, 

Deal was set through the CT¢ 
artists’ bureau. 
































tn SRE 





arya app: ee ctr ecana rice Semen ae Fe oy 


ars 


26 VARIETY 


RADIO REVIEWS 


Wednesday, November 23, 1938 








a 


ROBERT BENCHLEY 

With Artie Shaw, Dick Todd 
Cemedy, Band, Songs 

3@ Mins. 


OLD GOLD 

Sunday, 10 p. m. 

-WABC-CBS, New York 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 

Comedy end of this program, 
combined with the killer-diller swin 
of Artie Shaw and his instrumenta 
crew, made for a socko program 
on its debut Sunday night (20) at 
10. It also chalks one up for A. L. 
Lynn, executive on the Old Gold 
account in the L & M agency, who 
held out for the inclusion of a hot 
dance unit instead of a production 
orchestra, for which other L & M 
opinion had argued. 

Shaw’s combination is not only 
hot, but it has the lowdown on the 
sort of swing music that can appeal 
both to the jitterbug and to the aver- 
age listener. It’s swell musicianship 
from every angle. Shaw packs a 
rich, tantalizing flavor in that clari- 
net of his, while the rest of the crew 
are effective equally in solo or uni- 
son. The band’s assignment com- 
prised but two numbers. 


As the star of the show Robert 
Benchley ranged from toppingly good 
to fair. He was eager to please and 
his experience as a maker of Metro 
shorts stood him in good stead. 
Benchley’s delivery and the _inter- 
play of his stooges refiected lots of 
rehearsal. So much so, apparently, 
that the illusion of spontaneity was 
hampered. But by and large it was 
top grade production. 


Benchley’s opening patter must 
have looked funny on script, but 
coming out of the loudspeaker it 
was so-so. In the succeeding bit 
which had to do with ‘minding the 
neighbor’s kid’ there were solid 
laughs, but it was in the final item 
that Benchley’s genial, spoofing 
manner made its best impression. He 
was back doing his parody on 
travelogs. It was Bob Benchley in 
his own backyard. Al Lewis and 
Hank Garson are the authors. 


Dick Todd, who has donc yeoman 
service as a baritone sustainer on 
NBC, holds down the vocal assign- 
ment. He did very well by and with 
his romantic ditties. His is a style 
that usually ingratiates itself with 
the femme listeners, 


Plug copy is both straight and of 
the break-into-the-script sort. It 
shied away from the gushing school 
and merely stressed the ‘double 
mellow flavor’ angle, emphasizing 
that the way to get more smoking 
pleasure is to use Old Golds. Odec. 


JACK STECK 
With Florence Bendon, 

Candeleri Orch 
60 Mins.—Local 
Participating 
Daily, 2:45 p. m. 

WFIL, Philly 

This participating show ducks the 
scads of dull and monotonous spot 
commercials that are locally typical. 
Jack Stack, who handles it, is a vet 
m. c. in vaude, niteries and amuse- 
ment parks and slick at ad lib. So 
with no script and practically noth- 
ing but memos on the commercials, 
his sense of humor and natural abil- 
ity keep proceedings afloat. 

Steck toys with and jokes about 
the commercials in a way that would 
be freighted with danger were any- 
one less experienced handling them. 
Through it all, every advertiser gets 
a better break on plugs than he pos- 
sibly could if every word were down 
on script. To the mike each da 
Steck also brings whatever cele 
happens to be in town and willing. 


With Steck is Florence Bendon, 
warbler of pop tunes, and Anthony 
Candelori’s house band. There is 
also a daily contest as a mail-getter 
in which Steck sings a few words of 
a ‘Mystery Tune’ and listeners are 
promised prizes for guessing its 
name. Herb. 


Anthony 





‘NIGHT PATROL’ 

With Leo McCabe, Joan Miller, Joe 
a Howard Marion Craw- 
or 


Saturday 
BBC, London 

Columbia Workshop is a fertile 
source of programs for BBC these 
days it seems, and this was the third 
borrowed by London. Working on 
the original script and casting with 
care, Corp. produced intelligent 
show, which vividly created the at- 
mosphere of late night on an East 
Side dead end. Was more vivid, in 
fact, than a motion picture, contrast- 
ing excellently the routine, action 
and personal ends of a New York 
cop’s night patrol, a rhythm of foot- 
steps making an impressive back- 
ground. 

Stewart Hawkins, original for Co- 
lumbia, was an experiment to por- 
tray in sound a single half hour of 
the night patrol. Patrolman pound- 
ing his beat has a private worry be- 
cause his kiddie is sick and he is 
waiting word from his wife; he also 
has his job to do, taking note of all 
that happens on his usually quiet 
section. 

For U. K. listeners, superficially 
familiar with American life through 
films, program was a gripping piece 
of serious radio entertainment, and 
John Cheatle’s a was fluid 
and emphatic. McCabe, playing 
Patrolman O’Hare, naturally made 
all the running, and came out very 
creditably indeed. 


INFORMATION, PLEASE 
With Cliften Fadiman, Franklin P. 
Adams, John Gunther, Oscar Le- 
vant, John Kieran, Milton Cross 
Quiz Program 

Mins. 


30 
CANADA DRY 
Tuesday, 8:30 p. m. 
WIZ-NBC, New York 

(J. M. Mathes) 
Fadiman and his troupe have made 
a quick claim for attention. And 
they'll continue to get it. Canada Dry 
is now (15) paying the bills, in re- 
turn for which the maker of mixers 
allows himself a few brief plugs in 
Milton Cross’ best diction. Also a 
little kidding from the hirelings who 
saucily ‘guessed’ that they were now 
being sponsored. 


Granted that informality and hu- 
man embarrassment form the back- 
bone of quiz programs, this one has 
something else by way of wallop. 
Fadiman’s troupe isn’t mike-shy or 
wilting. They are all extroverts, 
fresh, crafty and sometimes’ imper- 
tinent. That’s a new twist—and hard 
enough to keep imitation at a mini- 
mum. Listeners send in the queries, 
and if the gang cannot answer, a 
prize is awarded. This gag is okay. 


Consumer products depending on 
big turnover generally cram their 
stanzas so full of plugging and con- 
tests that the listener gets slap-happy 
enough to buy something. Maybe 
Canada Dry is trying to accomplish 
the same end by reverse methods. 

Edga. 


BOWERY MISSION 
With Dr. Charles St. John 
Religious-Inspirational 
60 Mins.—Local 
GODFREY BAKING 
Sunday, 3 p. m. 
WHN, New York 

(Roth) ; 
Stanza is a veteran of 10 years’ 
standing. Until three years ago the 
late Tom Noonan functioned as pur- 
veyor of the religion, inspirational 
talks, appeals for help, and semi-m. 
e. chores. Currently his successor, 
Dr. Charles St. John, handles the as- 
signment, maintaining relatively the 
same program plan. Goldencrust 
Bread is mildly mentioned, mainly 
via short excerpts from fan mail. 


Undoubtedly the market for fare 
such as this includes chiefly the 
home-loving Sunday p. m. coterie, 
the sick, the hospitalized, and the 
aged. That’s a big market. It’s not 
in the high income groups, however, 
which makes a natural for Golden- 
crust Bread among those groups 
leaning heavily on the ‘staff of life.’ 
Dr. St. John has a voice and de- 
livery reminding strongly of Gabriel 
Heatter. Lack of gushiness is in his 
favor. In making a plea for two-bit 
contributions to buy the down-and- 
outers a Thanksgiving dinner he ap- 
peared as appreciative of $1 contri- 
butions as one $25 kick-in. 

Singing of hymns, a prayer or two, 
a little sermonizing, music, etc., are 
generally mixed up to round out the 
hour. Long life of the stanza is the 
best indication of its fitness for its 
market, Edga. 


‘RADIO QUIZ’ 
With Ellis Barrett, Bert Madden 
30 Mins.—L 


ocal 

STANDARD FURNITURE CO. 
Tuesday, 8 p.m. 
WABY, Albany 
new quiz game, newspaper- 
advertised as copyrighted by Harry 
S. Goodman of New York, will have 
little appeal for casual, part-time or 
impatient listeners. It requires con- 
centration in the home, with pencil 
and chart. Also a willingness to sit 
through eight or ten minues of pre- 
liminary explanation. Latter angle 
is a handicap in a medium where a 
quick start is usually considered all- 
important. Game is too complicated 
for brief elucidation. While snail- 
like getaway and necessity for close 
listening will reduce size of audience 
it may be a virtue that setup is such 
that participants can not esca 
sponsor’s identity. In other words, 
dialing group may be smaller, but it 
is above average in attentiveness. 

On first salvo,-a ‘Professor’ and 
two announcers took a third of al- 
lotted time to detail, repeat and re- 
peat, how Quiz was played. Coupled 
with loose production, program 
seemed slow and hesitant. Second 
shot, with Announcer Ellis Barrett 
reading questions and calling num- 
bers, and Studio Manager Bert Mad- 
den assisting, travelled a bit faster. 
However, there were still several 
dead-stop spots. Jaco. 


TOWN TALK 
With Gretta Baker, Joe O’Brien 
Quiz 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Friday—10 p. m. 
WMCA, New York 
Just another of the iq. bees and 
none too good. Audience participa- 
tion session with Gretta Baker and 
Joe O’Brien, latter active staff man, 
conducting. Miss Baker is answer 
girl while O’Brien tries to humor- 
ously handle the mike end. 
Variations in word opposites, word 
pronunciation twins of different 
spelling and straightening out m!s- 
use of words. Have a tieup with 
Webster for cuffo distribution of 
variously graded dictionaries to win- 
ners. Pretty tepid stuff and not cal- 
culated to entice many —. ~ . 
ur 





‘MAIN STREET—HARTFORD’ 
With Ray Barrett, Bob Proven 
15 Mins.—Locai 
Sustaining 
Daily, 1:30 p. m. 
WDRC, Hartford 

The curbstoner is operating on a 
day-to-day sponsorship with only 
the Monday spot sold. This to How- 
ard Cleaners of Hartford. Differs 
from other interview set-ups in that 
only opinions are asked for. Trick 
questions of all kinds are barred. 
Ray Barrett and Bob Proven, who 
handle program and interviews, have 
clear and distinctive voices. Novel 
twist to the program is that it is 
recorded each day; it is a sustainer 
and rebroadcast at 11:15 p. m. the 
same day. Participants of program 
are thus able to hear themselves on 
the air and at the same time a dif- 
ferent audience is created for the 
same program. Eck, 


‘BIG SWING’ 

With George Heid, Max Adkins 
Swing Band, 3 Swiss Misses and 
Havey Boyle 

ISALY DAIRY CO. 

3@ Mins.—Local 

Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

WCAE, Pittsburgh 

First fling of dairy store chain at 
air advertising is a conventional set- 
up with one exception. That's 
Havey Boyle, veteran Pittsburgh 
sports columnist, who’s on for two 
three-minute spots during show’s 
musical portions. He brings some- 
thing new and different to radio, a 
sports summary with a humorous, 
satirical angle. Doesn’t take the 
straight news slant or the statistical 
cut-and-dried, preferring to color his 
material with quips and gags and 
thereby making it vastly more en- 
tertaining. 

Remainder of show is all right, 
but just that—tried and tested mu- 
sical formula without novelty or 
flash. George Heid m.c.’s compe- 
tently, also delivering a couple of 
baritone solos; 3 Swiss Misses har- 
monize sweetly, but minus any par- 
ticular distinction. 

Merchandising scheme is _ good. 
Each Monday program midway will 
designate one of Isaly’s nabe stores 
for Hospitality Night mention, Any- 
body in selected establishment at 
that time gets a free basket of dairy 
foods. Come-on is for folks to listen 
in on Big Swing in any of the Isaly 
spots, radio being rigged up in all 
of them. Cohen. 


‘FILM MELODY MYSTERIES’ 
With James Milne, Edith Jolson, 
Lane Sisters, Don Raphael, Sy 
Byer’s Orchestra 
Quiz, Music 
30 Mins.—Local 
SPECTOR’S 
Sunday, 1:30 p. m. 
WELI, New Haven 

This set-up combines a Kay Kyser 
type of routine with stage presenta- 
tion. It has practically all the 





angles: Listenable material, prize 
bait for both the house and outside 
audience, an extra attraction and 
plug for the theatre, and natural 
pre-Christmas merchandising fer the 
jeweler sponsor. 

Half-hour staged during ordinarily 
quiet early matinee session at Col- 
lege (Loew-Poli) and involves as 
steady talent James Milne, m. c.; 
Edith Jolson and Lane Sisters, trio 
accompanied by Don Raphael, for 
song; and Sy Byer’s band. 

Mixed half-dozen selected from 
audience to answer singly questions 
put by Milne. Orchestra plays a 
tune from a past film, and contest- 
ant is asked to give name of song, 
picture, male and female leads and 
player who delivered number on 
screen. Each part counts 20%., audi- 
ence judges tabbing. Male and fe- 
male winners with highest scores 
get watches, duplicate for ties. 

Milne knits the show nicely and 
also handles the plugs for the spon- 
sor and theatre. Latter seemed to 
come off better than the jeweler. 
Maybe it was the copy. Vocal tal- 


‘Heart and Soul’ and did best in 
swinging second chorus. Lane Sis- 
ters’ ‘Love Is On the Air’ effective, 
but would be better with only piano, 
rather than orchestral, accompani- 
ment. Elem, 


EDWARD R. MURROW 
Talk 

10 Mins.; Local 

WOKO, Albany 

Edward R. Murrow, Columbia’s 
European director, made some inter- 
esting revelations and comments 
during a 10-minute interview with 
Judge James J. Nolan over WOKO, 
Albany. Former was making a per- 
sonal appearance there same night 
under auspices of a civic association 
headed by Judge Nolan. Unfortu- 
nately, the exchange, with its 
glimpses into transatlantic broadcast- 
ing, was brought to an abrupt ending 
by the announcer, in order to clear 
the lines for one of those five-minute 
dramatizations in which a skinny gal 
takes Ironized Yeast tablets and 
magically blossoms with curves and 
sex appeal. 

Murrow’s remarks centred about 
his experiences during coverage of 
the Czechoslovakian crisis; the dif- 
ferences between American and Eu- 
-‘ropean radio, and the contrasting 
picture of conditions here and 
abroad. Murrow refused to pass 
judgment on the Munich agreement. 
Stated he would return to England in 
early December. Jaco, 





ent adequate. Miss Jolson assayed | 5 


————=2 


Follow-Up Comment 





Stan Shaw flivvered badly re- 
cently in virtually the only thing he 
has to do (certainly the most im- 

rtant thing) on his ‘Milkman’s 

atinee’ program over WNEW, New 
York. Since the show is recorded 
articipating, Shaw’s only job is to 
eep the announcements (particu- 
larly the commercials) potent and 
brisk. That is precisely where he 
stumbled. Apparently he hadn't 
taken the trouble to prepare his 
broadcast, for he muffed almost 
every commercial on the first hour 
or so of the session. 


In the case of Barney’s Clothes, he 
read off the blurb about the store 
being open ‘today and tomorrow,’ 
then paused, realized ‘tomorrow’ 
would be Sunday and finally made a 
correction. That was the worst 
boner, but the whole thing apparent- 
ly. indicated Shaw hadn’t taken the 
trouble to study his copy in advance. 
Which is too informal, even for such 
an informal program as ‘Milkman.’ 





‘What’s My Name’ is one of the 
more intelligent quiz games for both 
radio and studio audiences. but 
somehow on Friday night (11), over 
WOR, New York, there were a cou- 
ple of malapropisms that retarded 
the programs. Budd Hulick and 
Arlene Francis are the Philip Mor- 
ris questioners and the two were in- 
clined to treat their guests with a 
deportment akin to levity. And the 
visitors never deserved that. 

Group on the Friday program was 

an intelligent one. And yet Hulick 
and Miss Francis were prone to in- 
dulge in a little comic by-play that 
was out of keeping. Of course their 
motives were to lighten the show, 
but they said the wrong things sev- 
eral times. Also, their personal 
questions of the contestants took 
too much time. 
With Hulick, it’s mostly a case of 
Budd trying to rid himself of the 
habits acquired when he was half 
of the team of Stoopnagle and Budd. 
And that commercial! Whew! 





Al Jolson has weathered the ups 
and downs of radio and its sponsors 
for better than five years. That 
means he came into the ether ranks 
during the days when radio was 
making a_ wholesale raid on what 
was left of vaude, and on pix, legit 
and night clubs. At that time (pro- 
duction being what it was), it was 
not considered bad form to be loud. 
In fact, practically all comedians had 
iron lungs from yelling at live audi- 
ences in theatres, etc., without the 
aid of loudspeaker systems. Jolson 
had iron lungs, too. 

Possibly the fact that Jolson has 
successfully weathered all subsequent 
changes lies in his changing with ra- 
dio. His stint currently (15) con- 
tinues to show him ina subtler light, 
toned down but not pussyfooting. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., is his latest writer, 
and Laurie should chime in very weil 
with the changing situation. If the 
results are to be an ingratiating Jol- 
son, not delivering Broadway gags or 
he mg club verbal jive, Laurie can 

elp. 

irst sample of Laurie’s writing 
put Jolson in a good light. Better 
work, however, can be rendered with 
the guests. They come on, it appears, 
for the sole purpose of jabbering 
with each other. The effect is only 
so-so. A better method would ap- 
parently be to let them do their stuff 
legitimately—in short, let them be 
est artists and not guest stooges. 
trictly nut angle can be handled 
singly by Parkyakarkus and his puns. 
Too much idle prattle now detracts 
from both Jolson and the guests 
themselves, weaving a web of verbi- 
age that burns up tirne without pro- 





DAILY HONOR ROLL 
Talk, Drama 


Mins. 

BARNEY’S CLOTHES 
M-F, 11:15 p. m, | 
WOR, Newark 

For Barney’s Clothes this is big 
time, having graduated up from the 
indie outlets in the metropolitan area. 
While the writing, acting and pro- 
duction just about manage to make 
the grade, the idea of the program is 
okay. Spot is a natural. It follows 
the night’s final time signal, news 
period and weather forecast. Where 
the favorable combination squanders 
its force is in attempting to convert 
the trunfpeting and white banners 
that go with human heroics into a 
come-on for harshly phrased patter 
about winter bargains—$17.50 tweed 
suits and 10 easy payments. Sharp 
clash in moods leaves anything but a 
soothing effect. 

Object of the daily award for some 
noble deed of recent vintage is picked 
by a committee of two whose names 
and connections get a fast going-over 
from the announcer. On one pro- 
gram caught the award went to a 
society thief,’ not named, for his dis- 
play of courage in giving himself to 
the police after he had married and 
decided to reform. Dorothy Thomp- 
son got the nomination the following 
night. Her deed was that of broad- 
casting a plea to*non-Jews for funds 
to underwrite the defense of Herschel 
Grynzpan, the young Polish Jew, 
whose killing of a minor Nazi official 
was followed by widespread attacks 





ducing real results. While the prat- 
tling method works well enough for 
Crosby, it must be remembered that 
Crosby has 30 more minutes to his 
advantage. 

The rlugging on the show is the 
kind that leaves nothing to the imag- 
ination, Credit should be given the 
sales scribblers for their explicit 
sentences and clear phraseology, In 
offering a new come-on (a four leaf 
clover, no less), the instructions for 
procuring the inducement even had a 
special ruling for Canada. This is an 
angle generally overlooked in the 
sloppy commercials dished out on 
most stanzas. While the Ruthrauf & 
Ryan boys can start their swing from 
the floor, as well as most agency 
medicine men, they at least make the 
most of their material, in this in- 
stance. 





Speech of Louis B. Mayer, Metro 
v.p. in charge of production, on -the 
last edition of the Maxwell House 
‘Good News’ show (17) demonstrated 
one type of situation in which co- 
operation between pix and radio is 
advantageous to the former. Mayer 
was put on the air waves to make a 
public statement to the effect that 
the film ‘Boys Town’ (M-G) had 
occasioned some drop-off in contri- 
butions to Father Flanagan’s real life 
Boys Town (a Catholic rehabilita- 
tion project in Nebraska, on which 
the film was founded). Because the 
film had depicted the project in a 
healthy financial state, patrons ap- 
parently figured there was no use 
keeping up contributions, and the 
drop in donations occurred. 

Mayer explained this situation with 
dignity and deftness.. His talk had 
complete frankngss, but was artful 
enough not to leave the impression 
that Metro committed a boner in put- 
ting such an unwittingly damaging 
air into the scenario. Father Flana- 
gan thereafter appeared as guester, 
his talk chiming in nicely with 
Mayer. Windup had Mayer back 
again for a short announcement to 
the effect that M-G was giving 
Father Flanagan a new building for 
his project. 

Way the whole thing was handled 
—simply, yet tellingly—took it out 
of the class of pure public relations 
sleight-of-hand and put it on a par 
with the solicitations for the Red 
Cross now heard frequently on other 
commercials. 





Helen’ Menken made plenty emo- 
tional hay of the role handed her on 
the Kate Smith-General Foods ses- 
sion (CBS) last Thursday night (17). 
The sketch, described as an original 
by Doris Gilbert, allowed for a wide 
range of dramatic hoke, and Miss 
Menken, who weekly stars in her 
own show over the same network for 
Bayer Aspirin, was right there at 
every opportunity for a fast plunge 
over into tearduct territory. 

With prurient sadists in skirts be- 
setting her, a schoolmarm with a 
mystery background, at every turn, 
Miss Menken fought back at them 
with cold fury, abject humiliation, 
hard defiance and practically ‘ail the 
other implements contained in an 
emotional actress’ arsenal. The bi 
speech was climaxed by the usua 
hysterical scream of ‘Get out!’ virtue 
proved triumphant again, and the 
general run of livingroom folk must 
have got quite a kick out of it. 





Orson Welles’ influence trickled 
down to Richard Brooks’ news com- 
mentator program over WNEW, New 
York, Monday (21). With the Nazi 
persecution of the Jews occupying 
the front page, Brooks took about 
10 minutes of his 15-minute session 
to read a paraphrase of Mare An- 
tony’s ‘We come to bury Caesar’ 
speech from Shakespeare's ‘Julius 

aesar,’ substituting Hitler’s name 
for Brutus throughout. 

Commercials for Michael's depart- 
ment store, Newark, plugged a 
special bargain, including a man's 
suit, shirt, necktie, underwear, shoes 
and socks, all for $22.50. 


Shackley’s Moonbeams 
p. m., Nov. 18), though 
brief, is still one of the more lis- 
tenable singing instrumental air 
seances. Consistently adheres to the 
wine drinker’s (now has. vintage 
sponsor) tastes with sweet harmony 
of mixed choir and strictly string 
instrumentalizing. Crowd a lot into 
quarter hour, maybe too much, 
though quality does not seem to suf- 
fer as with other crowded pop music 
shows. Softly backgrounds reading, 
to-bedding and: parlor sessions with- 
out distracting. Musical background- 
ed commercials are examples of 
good taste in wording, but still have 
the popular fault of no* knowing 
where to stop. 








Joan Crawford and Margaret Sul- 
lavan shared a mike on last Thurs- 
day’s (17) installment of the Max- 
well House-Good News show (NBC) 
and the listeners got a fancy exhibi- 
tion of one actress trying to outdo 
the other in emotional understate- 
ment. Excerpts were from Metro's 
forthcoming production, ‘The Shin- 
ing Hour.’ Melvyn Douglas and 
Robert Young did the male leads, 
and the strung-together snatches of 
dialog sufficed to stimulate interest 


in looking forward to the film ver- 





upon German Jewry. dec. 
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“MEXICAN VETO PROBLEM 


— 


Australian Theatres Drop Unfair 


Suit Against Government Radio 


Melbourne, Nov, 3. | 
Williamson-Tait has decided to 
drop High Court action against the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission 
to legally decide whether latter was 
entitled to charge admittance to con- 
certs. Writ was taken out last year 
under a claim that the A.B.C. was 
acting against the Broadcasting Act 
of 1932 in promotion of public con- 
certs. It was further claimed that 
the A.B.C. had no power to perform 
such acts under the Commonwealth 
Constitution. Attorneys for both 
sides met recently and filed in the 





High Court consent to action with- 
drawal providing each party paid 
their own costs. 

For some considerable time there | 
had been much bitterness between 
Williamson-Tait and the A.B.C. on 
the latter’s concert activities. It was 
contended by W-T that the A.B.C. 
had no right to import overseas’ ar- 
tists in opposition to legitimate con- 
cert sponsors, especially as the over- 
head came from fees paid by home 
listeners to the government. W-T 
admitted that the air unit could play 
their imported artists over the air 
lines, but disagreed entirely on con- 
cert appearances with a high charge 
made to the public. There were 
also one or two pie managements 
who were opposed to the methods 
adopted by the A.B.C., and it has 
been hinted that they were willing 
to back W-T in the court fight. 

However, a new managerial line- 
up in the ranks of W-T, including a 
hook with Macquarie Broadcasters, 
a powerful commercial air unit, 
probably reasons for stoppage deci- 
sion on the part of W-T, who, it is 
understood, have some plans of their 
own for the future in connection 
with imported artists and radio. 


Canadian Publishers 
See Radio Hobgoblins 
Again; Analyze U.S.A. 


Montreal, Nov. 22. 

Distribution by the Newsprint As- 
sociation of Canada, representing the 
$300,000,000 pulp and paper industry, 
of the findings of a survey it con- 
ducted of revenue trends among 
American advertising medium has 
aroused concern in the ranks of 
Canadian newspaper publishers. In 
some of the latter quarters it is es- 
timated that during the past year 
Dominion radio has diverted to it- 
self over $5,000,000 which they think 
would otherwise have gone to Cana- 
dian newspaper publishers. In some 
of the latter quarters it is estimated 
that during the past ear Dominion 
radio has diverted to itself over 
$5,000,000, which they think would 
otherwise have gone to Canadian 
dailies. NAC’s findings, plus this es- 
timated loss, is expected to encour- 
age retaliatory measures by pub- 
lishers. 

To the Newsprint Association’s 
findings is appended a warning that 
newspapers are lagging behind radio 
in the race for revenue. Also a 
statement that while magazines suf- 
fered most from radio competition 
in the United States during the de- 
pression from 1929 to 1933, news- 
papers have in the succeeding years 
been taking a similar rap. 

Association implies that increased 
advertising rates in newspapers have 
not helped the situation. It is shown 
that where the cost of evening news- 
paper linage has increased about 5% 
since 1929, cost of reaching radio 
audiences has been reduced. Using 
the NBC rates, which have jumped 
from $4,750 per hour in 1927 to $20,- 
220 per hour in 1938, it is pointed out 
that during this period the estimated 
number of listeners has increased 
from about four million to over 25 
million. 

On this basis it is estimated that 
the rate per thousand listeners has 
dropped from $1.08 in 1929 to 74 
cents in 1937 and 79 cents in 1938. It 
is estimated that radio’s milling rate 
has been reduced by 32% between 
1929 and 1937, and is currently 27% 


| 
| 








| port. 





lower than in 1929. 





Poland im Shortwave 


Washington, Nov. 22. 

Debut of Poland into the South 
American short-wave picture an- 
nounced last week in a dispatch 
from the office of the American 
Commercial Attache at Warsaw to 
the U. S. Department of Commerce. 

Four new Polish D-X’ers—two of 
them directed to S. A. and two non- 
directional—have been pushed into 
the foreground and two older trans- 
mitters will train their antennas on 
North America, according to the re- 
In addition a new long wave 
station is being constructed at 
Brzezince, near Katowice, to replace 
present Katowice station by Bryno- 
wic with power of 50 kw instead of 
12 kw. Still another station is being 
constructed at Luck, with opening 
skedded for sometime after Jan. 1. 

Number of registered receiving 
sets in Poland, on October 1, listed 
at 892,964—-with 552,298 tube sets and 
the remainder crystal sets. 


IMPERIAL WAXERS 
USE YANKEE ACTS 


Montreal, Nov. 22. 

New series of transcriptions for 
Imperial Tobacco Company of Can- 
ada, produced at the NBC studios 
in New York; include platters with 
the Rhythm Rascals, Jean Ellington, 
Green Bros. and Brick Holden, Pat 
Ryan with the Milt Herth Trio. 

New discs will be used to continue 
the ‘Light Up and Listen Club’ pro- 
grams going over station CFCF lo- 
cally, and a list of stations across 
the country. 

Imperial Tobacco is not using the 
CBC network for this series. Vic 
George, All-Canada Radio Facili- 
ties, picked lineup of American 
talent for the productions while in 
New York. 

Other American performers used 
in the ‘Light Up and Listen’ series 
are Jesters and Peg La Centra, the 











Mastersingers, Jack and _ Loretta 
Clemens, Lamdt Trio and_ the 
Kidoodlers. 





WHN’s Rhumba Kilocycles 


WHN, New York, is having trou- 
ble with CMQ, Havana, which has 
crowded the Loew station within its 
eight millivolt contour and is impea- 
ing the station’s ~eception in Long 
Island.. Herb Pettey, WHN man- 
ager, has been huddling in Wash- 
ington to get special authority to 
offset the interference. 

Meanwhile also taking it up in 
Havana to get that station to beam 
away from New York. 


Guzman’s New Setup 


In the future, Radio El Mundo 
(LK1), Buenos Aires, will make its 
new York headquarters in the offices 
of Editorial Haynes, advertising rep 
of newspaper chain in South Amer- 
ica. 

Melcher Guzman is in charge and 
will also rep station HJ4-ABP and 
HJ4-ABQ, later shortwave, in Re- 
public of Colombia, and not part of 
El Mundo White and Blue loops. 


In Canada 


Stewart Neill, manager station 
CFNB, Frederickton, N. B., ogling 
Montreal for a few days. 




















EAST-DUMKE’S GUMSHOERS 


East and Dumke are this week re- 
cording a series »f nine five-minute 
transcriptions for Enna Jettick shoes. 
Client plans extensive spot cam- 
paign, using radio names. 

Marschalk & Pratt ts agency. 











AORDER STATIONS 
INFLUENCE SEEN 


Washington Disturbed by 
Mexican Senate Repudi- 


ation of Informal Prom-| 


ise at Havana—Political 
Motivations Still Obscure 


POKER? 





Washington, Nov. 22. 


Diplomatic pressure to resuscitate | 
treaty, | 


the North American radio 
which would necessitate widespread 
frequency redistribution, is being 


exerted to counteract recent refusal | 
of the Mexican Senate to ratify the 


pact imtended to end international 


conflicts and give signatory countries | 
definite parts of the spectrum. Dis- | 


appointment at the attitude of the 
Mexican legislators was apparent in 
Federal quarters last week when re- 
port of the impasse reached the State 
Department. Details were unknown, 
however, and in some quarters there 
was continued hope that the Mexi- 
cans will keep their informal pledges 
to go along with the U. S., Cuba and 
Canada. 

Means of driving home to Mexico 
the importance of establishing per- 
manent order in the ether were un- 
der consideration this week. Cus- 
tomary diplomatic secrecy sur- 
rounded the discussions, although it 
was known that conferences are be- 
ing held by high officials. State De- 


partment and FCC figures huddled | 


last week and plan further talks, 
while the American Embassy at Mex- 
ico City has been contacted for fur- 
ther details which had not arrived 
in Washington this week. 


Motives Obscure 








Fascist Propaganda from Cuba 


Called Unlikely; Batista Liberal 


| Loadon Caliing 
| 





Val Gielgud, BBC drama director, 
|asked CBS to send him a script of 
ithe panic play, ‘War of the Worlds’ 
| but there is no chance of it being 
| aired this side. 


| Radie singers Anne Zeigler and 
| Webser Booth married in London, 
| Nov. 6. 
| James Bridie, radio play written 
specially for the occasion, will be 
on opening of Glasgow’s new Broad- 
| casting House, Nov. 18, to serve the 
Scottish territory. 

Will Fyffe and Glasgow Orpheus 
Choir, under Sir Hugh Roberton, 





sent from the largest studio in the 
building, which is bigger than any 
at London headquarters. 





Two Neel Coward playlets from 
| ‘Tonight at 8:30’—Family Album’ 
| and ‘Red Peppers’ aired by BBC. 





Arthur Carron postponed his de- 
| parture for New York to sing Canio 
|in ‘I Pagliacci, second of BBC's 
| Studio eperas; Nedda will be played 
by Australian soprano Joan Ham- 
mond, who has only broadcast here 
once. 


Jehn McCormack will do his first 
U. K. studio broadcast ever Dec. 6, 
when he will sing in ‘Scrapbook’ 
series, recalling his debut at a Dub- 
lin musical festival. 








persuade’ recalcitrant legislators. 
| This seemed improbable, however, 
| since Craven is unlikely to consent 











Havana, Nov. 19. 

Cuba’s radio propaganda situation 
may take a turn for the acute. A re- 
port the United 
States is that pro-Fascists are on the 
verge of using local outlet to direct 
a barrage of propaganda at the 
neighboring nation. While a similar 
rumor popped up on the island when 
a couple Cuban wavelengths changed 
hands recently there has been noth- 
ing specific to denote any move in 
that direction. 

What may have stirred the report 
in the .U. S. A. was the ideological 
leanings of the group behind the pur- 
chase of CMCF-COCH. One of those 


emanating from 


,in on the deal is Dr. Pepin Rivero, 


,editor of Diario de la Marina, who 
will be in the bill, which will be | 


exiled himself to New York some 
time ago following what is purported 
to have been a disagreement with 
Col. Fulgencio Batista. Rivero has 
been decorated by both the Nazis and 
Franco’s Spanish government. 


Involved 


Rivero’s associate on the buy is 
Oscar Zayas, editor of the Avance, 
and reputed to have strong Fascist 
inclinations. Besides Diario de la 
Marina and Avance, the pair between 
them own the .Alerta, a penny news- 
paper, and Informacion, with the last 
curiously rated as a Leftist sheet and 
using all the cabled news favoring 
the Left gcvernments which the other 
dailies in this group pass up. 

As things now stand the propa- 
ganda on Cuban stations is strongly 
liberal or leftist. Most stations de- 
vote daily spots to talks by members 
of the Agrarian, Republic and Com- 
munist parties, Not a single German 
or Italian program is currently on 
any island station. Last Italian hour 


| was cleared over CMCY until about a 


Reasons for Mexican balk were not | to leave the FCC, where he has been | Year ago, when the director of the 


clearly understood, although there | 
were suspicions that the Senate's | 


stand was prompted by political con- 
siderations, Muddled internal rela- 
tions between the two countries plus 
the influence of the high-powered 
border stations—which would be re- 
quired under the pact to cease in- 
vading U. S. frequencies and inter- 
fering with American transmitters— 
believed important factors. Officials 
here unsatisfied with formal alibi 
from Mexico City that the pact was 
turned down because it failed to give 
compensatory benefits in return for 
vital concessions. 

Exactly what methods will be em- 
ployed in the attempt to induce Mex- 
ico to live up to the implied pledge 
given at Havana last winter re- 
mained uncertain this week. Rep- 
resentations through the conven- 
tional diplomatic channels were be- 
lieved already under way, while 
there was talk of a conference to 
see if things cannot be straightened 
out. Some observers thought Com- 
missioner T. A. M. Craven, who en- 
gineered the treaty, might be dis- 
patched to the Mexican capital to 
urge government leaders there to 


in the heat of fighting over policies 
and personal matters, and to assume 
the inevitable expense involved in 
such a mission. It was recalled that 
last spring the former Commish en- 
gineer successfuly avoided being 
sent to Cairo and intimates believed 
only a Presidential command would 
cause him to agree to the idea of 
personally appealing to the Mexicans 
with whom he worked in Cuba. 
Nevertheless, the State Department 
was beseeching him to serve as 
trouble shooter. 


Refusal of the Mexican Senate 
confirmed fears that had been felt 
in many places in this country, de- 
spite the assurances given at Ha- 
vana that the approval would be 
forthcoming. Other observers were 
convinced, however, that the secret 
turn-down was merely a maneuver 
to work out a better trade with the 
U. S. Possibly the Mexicans, who a 
week ago finally agreed to arbitrate 
claims for confiscation of American- 
owned farm lands, merely want to 
strengthen their position in other in- 
ternational controversies and that 
the radio treaty will be pokered 
against some other proposition. 








Salesmanship Curbs Endanger CBC’s 


Command of Standard Brands Acct. 





Montreal, Nov. 22. 
J. Walter Thompson Agency may 
pull Standard Brands programs off 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 


network as a result of dissatisfac- 
tion with Government censorship of 
commercials. Because of difficulties 
encountered with Fleischmann’s (Dr. 
Stidger), the Thompson agency has 
already eliminated the Canadian an- 
nouncement, cutting in with the 
NBC commercial over which the 
Canadian Government has no juris- 


| diction. 
Should hamstringing of Standards | 


Brands accounts continue it is re- 
liably reported that the Thompson 
Agency has adopted the attitude that 
it would be ill-advised to renew with 


the CBC network when current con- 
tract deals expire. 

Recent surveys conducted showed 
that, in one instance, a 100-watt 


greater listener audience than the 


casting Corp. transmitter. 
In Canadian commercials, which 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 


ment of Pensions and Health, noth- 
ing must be said which will induce 
anyone to buy the product. In re- 


up’ or that ‘you should try a bottle.’ 


be said that a product is ‘pure’ or 
‘safe.’ 





| stanza yielded to threatening letters 
|and quit. 


Dr. Oscar Guiterrez, one of the 
owners of CMCF, is currently in New 
York buying new equipment for his 
station. 


REJECT ‘SLUR’ 
ON CANADIAN 
TALENT 


Montreal, Nov. 22. 
Radio producers are burning be- 
cause of allegations contained in the 
brief filed at Ottawa by the Can- 
adian Association of Broadcasters 
recently in which Canadian radio 
talent and production were con- 
demned as too weak to meet station 
requirements, Plea was made by 
the C.A.B. in hopes that the Cus- 
toms Department would not raise 

duties on American transcriptions. 
Local producers claim that there 
are enough Canadian performers to 
make up for any loss of American 
transcriptions through new high 











privately-owned station had a far! 


huge 50,000-watt Canadian Broad-. 


must get approved by the Depart- | 


gard to beer copy it can’t be said | 
that ‘its mellow’ that it ‘cheers you | 


Among the other don’ts it can’t, 


tariff regulations. 

Reported here that both French- 
language and English radio produc- 
tion men plan to build tailor-made 
transcription shows with Canadian 
entertainers and operate on a more 


, extensive scale than ever before. 


Figuring that new tariffs on U. S. 
discs will keep out high priced tran- 
scriptions local producers feel that 
Canadian transcription shows can be 
produced which would compare 


favorably with American platters ag 
, to quality while lower in price. 


Producers claim that musicians, 
who have been bitterly oppvosed to 
use of transcriptions on Canadian 
stations, should favor Cansdian dise 
production because it would open a 
new field of employment for Cane 
adian musicians. Producers fondly 
hope that musicians may even grant 
concessions for Canadian transcride 


tion work which they have with- 


held because of the importations, 
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Actors Union Votes End Of 


Co-op Deal With Montreal A.F-M.; 
Joe Weber's Doubts Confirmed 





Montreal, Nov. 22. , 


Movement for a closed shop in 
radio broadcasting which started 
here last May and seemed likely to 
spread across Canada through af- 
fiiliation of radio performers with 
musicians unions, has collapsed with 
the suspension of the co-operative | 
agreement between the American 
Federation of Radio Artists and the | 
Musicians Federation of Montreal | 
(local 406 of the A.F.ofM.) here| 
last week. 


Strangely enough the move to ter- | 
minate the agreement came from the | 
local AFRA where rumblings of | 
discontent have been heard for the) 
past two months. 

Through the tieup with the AFRA | 
the musicians, it is reported, have | 
been standing pat since September, 
refusing to work on any program 
where non-union artists were used. 
As a result the Montreal Musicians 
Federation was obliged to turn down 
a considerable amount of work be- 
cause of the agreement with the 
AFRA. 

Similarly, it is reported, artists 
who were members of the AFRA 
found themselves unable to appear 
on programs where non-union mu- 
sicians were working. Musicians, 
however, were the greater losers on 
the agreement. 

One result of the tieup between 
the musicians and the performers 
was that the higher fees demanded 
for vocalists brought about a de- 
creased demand for singers. More 
French language comics were used 
and the comedians, it is charged, 
worked on programs where non- 
union musicians were employed. 

Radio performers have been 
squawking loudly that the-tieup with 
the musicians deprived them of many 
chances to accept engagements. The 
musicians, while similarly affected, 
were determined to establish a 
closed shop even at the cost of tem- 
porary losses. 

While the closed shop has been 
illegal in the Province of Quebec 
since the adoption of Bills 20 and. 21 
at the Provincial Legislature, the 
combined forces of the Musicians and 
the Artists seemed likely to estab- 
lish a closed shop in fact, if not in 
theory. 

Joe Weber, president of the A. F. 





agreement between 
Federation of Musicians and the lo- 
cal AFRA when he was first ap- 
proached. While Weber gave local 
406 permission to make any ar- 
rangements which might be neces- 
sary to meet local conditions, he was 
not enthusiastic about collaboration 
between musicians and artists, evi- 
dently foreseeing current difficulties 
which were not then apparent to 
local union officials 

Local AFRA is believed to have a 
considerable membership but prac- 
tically all are French language per- 
formers. English. radio performers 
have steered clear of the union so 
far, some charging that they could 
not obtain representation on the 
board of directors for the English- 
speaking element when a drive for 
membership was made some time 
ago among the English artists. 

Agreement between the AFRA and 
the Montreal Federation of Musicians 
was, in effect, that members of both 
unions would refuse to work on any 
program where non-union musicians 
or non-union artists were employed. 
At the meeting of the AFRA last 
week the vote in favor of suspend- 
ing this agreement was almost unani- 
mous. 

Without support of the Musicians 
Federation indications are that the 
AFRA will lose much of the power 
which such a tieup gave local artists. 
Musicians have been instrumental in 
forcing use of AFRA members in 
many-cases. Despite this MFM back- 
ing, members of the AFRA, especial- 
ly comics, had been appearing on 
programs with non-union musicians. 

While the agreement has been sus- 
pended it has not yet been term- 
inated, leaving the way open to 
reconciliation. 





RUDOLF SCHRAMM RESIGNS 


Washington, Nov. 22. 

Rudolf Schramm, director of 
NBC’s orchestra in Washington for 
the past year, resigned Friday (18). 
Increased work which has accumu- 
lated in. Schramm’s position as 
music director for the U. S. Office of 
Education’s radio division makes it 
impossible for him to devote ade- 
quate time to his NBC duties. 

No successor has been named yet 


of M., was opposed to the working ' by Ken Berkeley. 








a 


the Montreal! 





4 ADDED TO WLW-WSAI 


Brown County RKevelers Scram 
After Four Years in Cincy 
Cincinnati, Nov. 22. 
Paul Allison, announcer, formerly 
of WNOX, Knoxville, Tenn., joined 
the WLW-WSAI staff last week, as 
did Wallace Mosier, lately with 





station at Columbia, Mo., who has 
been assigned to special farm events. 
A returner to the Crosley organiza- 
tion is Milton Rosen, music arranger, 
after an absence of two years. An- 
other rejoiner is Kenny Carlson, who 
was with the Hugh Cross instrumen- 
tal unit and has been spotted on the 
Boone County Jamboree show. 

Brown County Revelers, a six-man 
hillbilly combo. took departure after 
a stay of more than four years, 


KMOX TAKES DOUBLE 
SERVICE FOR NEWS 


St. Louis, Nov. 22. 

KMOX has completed arrange- 
ments for completer news coverage. 
In addition to full UP reports, Merle 
Jones has added Transradio service 
and has contracted for local news 
coverage by both Transradio and UP. 
In the case of Transradio, a local 
representative will have a desk in 
the enlarged KMOX news dept. 
while UP will place a man in Police 
Headquarters. These facilities will 
feed news to the five sponsored strips 
now on the station and three new 
sustaining periods set up for Sun- 
days, 

News dept. has moved into its own 
quarters and will be under the di- 








Don Owenby. 


dling of important news bulletins. 


Rubinoff Sails 


Dave Rubinoff sails for Havana 
next week for extended rest. After 
several weeks in Cuba, he returns to 
Florida for the balance of winter 
season. 

Takes on radio engagements in 
spring. 











New Britain Invades Hartford 


Hartford, Nov. 22. 
December 15 has been set as the 
date for the opening of Hartford 
studios of WNBC, New Britain, by 
station manager Richard Davis. 
Majority of programs will still 
emanate from the New Britain stu- 





dios. 


enema 








3 MERCHANDISING S TAF FS ‘ 


TO BOLSTER YOUR RADIO MESSAGE / 


Affiliated with 
MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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HERE’S MERCHANDISING SUPPORT ONLY 


TSN CAN PROVIDE! 


Advertisers on the Texas State Network get more than the 
matchless coverage of TSN’s 23 primary listening areas, 
which blanket 22 of che most important markets in rich 
and responsive Texas. Each station of the Texas State Net- 
work maintains a complete merchandising staff to cooperate 


with sponsors in the field work that helps advertising succeed. 
The many services offered by these 25 TSN merchandi 
ee ae M4 
tiset cam secure expert help ia merchandising his program 
in aleseet every importent marker in the sen. 


advertisers. In this way an pee 


TEXAS STATE NETWORK, INCORPORATED 


ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT, President 


FORT WORTH, TEXAS ~ 


NEAL BARRETT, Executive Vice-President 


REPRESENTED BY INTERNATIONAL RADIO SALES, INC, NEW YORK, CHICAGO, DETROIT AND LOS ANGELES 





KFRU, the University of Missouri| 


rection of Harry W. Flannery and 
A copy chute con- 
nects the news room with the an- 
nouncers’ quarters for a rapid han- 


—— 





McNinch Speech Disquieting 





their own lights. 


dustry listeners. 


probe. 


discomfort. 


chairman. 


paddle, 





Apprehension that outright Federal control over network opera- 
tions is in prospect was inflamed this week when broadcasters an- 
alyzed remarks Saturday (19) of Chairman Frank R. McNinch at the 
convention of station owners and managers from Middle Atlantic 
States. While promising continuance of individual enterprise and 
reaffirming his opposition to government censorship, the FCC finger- 
pointer sternly intimated that unused clause in the 1934 Communi- 
cations Act may soon become a very real headache for the networks. 

General tenor of the commish head’s remarks was upsetting, al- 
though webs have been inclined to scoff at the prospect of any rules 
which would limit chains’ freedom to conduct business according to 
Schoolmasterly manner, as was obvious from lis- 
tening to the talk as relayed by CBS, brought frowns to faces of in- 


The uneasiness was intensified by McNinch’s outright rebuke for 
NBC officials who headed the parade of witnesses at the commish 
His caustic comment about elaborately printed statements— 
which frequently contain information that ‘seems quite irrelevant’— 
did not soothe the network people. 
commish ‘will decide very shortly just what to exclude’ heightened 


Skeptical observers felt the most pointed statements should be dis- 
counted on the theory they were intended more for public consump- 
tion than as a keynote for the industry. 

Brief discussion of programs was particularly 
trasted with the plaudits the week before, McNinch’s comments about 
children’s programs seemed to put him on the same side of the fence 
with Commissioner George Henry Payne, who has been flailing hair- 
raisers for much longer time than he has been differing with the FCC 
In urging station managers to give ‘careful consideration’ 
to all squawks about programs, the head man seemed to be waving a 


Washington, Nov. 22. 


Further observation that the 


intriguing. Con- 








AFRA Board Given Strike-Calling 


Right; Next Convention in Summer 





St. Louis, Nov. 22. 
Eddie Cantor was reelected to 
head the American Federation of 


Radio Artists at the first annual 
convention held here last week. Other 
execs elected were Lawrence Tib- 
bett, Norman Field, Jascha Heifetz 
and James Wallington, as_ v.p.’s; 
Lucille Wall, recording secretary, 
and George Weller, treasurer. Chi- 
cago won the 1939 convention and 
the constitution was altered to en- 
able the annual.confab to be held in 
August instead of November. 

Winter date prevented the attend- 
ance of the big names in the organ- 
izations, all of whom were engaged 
in radio engagements during the 
convention, and although Cantor 
made every possible effort to come 
here, his Monday night broadcast 
prevented. August date will pro- 
vide an opportunity for the majority 
of members to attend and it will 
come during a lull in radio engage- 
ments as most of the artists will be 
on their summer vacations. 

Report of George Heller, treas- 
urer, was not made public, being 
read :.t an executive session. Sched- 
ule for the coming year includes 
conclusion of negotiations with Cin- 
cinnati, Detroit, Denver and St. 
Louis; negotiations with other sta- 
tions, independent and Mutual, in 
New York, Chicago, Los Angeles and 
San Francisco; conclusions of nego- 
tiations for classes of members in 
New York, Chicago, Los Angeles 
and San Francisco not covered by 
existing contracts; negotiations for 
elcctrical transcriptions. Move for 
group insurance was endorsed and 
referred to the National Board for 
investigation. 


Can Call Strikes 


Resolutions adopted included that 
fo. favoring closer.relations with 





AFM; empowering the National 
Board to call strikes; protesting 
to President Roosevelt against the 
Nazi persecution of Jews; consolida- 
tion of AFRA with SAG, AGMA 
and Equity; and also favoring the 
Wagner act. A recommendation of 
Alan Corelli, Theatre Authority’s 
exec sec, that a nominal admish fee 
be charged to all studio radio broad- 
casts to form the nucleus for a fund 
for the care of indigent theatrical 
performers and patterned after the 
Seaman’s Fund was favorably acted 
* 

Delegates also elected the follow- 
ing Nominating Committee for 1939 
after a speed-up session that ended 
Tuesday (22), occasioned by the fact 
that Cincinnati delegates could no 
longer remain here: Ted Maxwell, 
San Francisco; Marvin E. Mueller, 
St. Louis;. Jack Zoller, Cincinnati; 
J. P. Holmes, Chicago; Betty Garde, 
New York; Frank Nelson, Los An- 
geles, and three to be appointed by 
the National Board. Maurice 
Cliffer, gabber, KMOX, St. Louis, 
was chosen as chairman of the 
Transcription Committee of St. 
Louis. 





KOMO Staff Report 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 22. 

New faces at KOMA are Jimmy 
Battenberg, replacing Roland Chas- 
tain at clarinet in KOMA staff or- 
chestra and Margo Elster, formerly 
with Falk booking agency of De- 
troit, new continuity writer. Bob 
Duren has been named chief an- 
nouncer. 

Bill Salathe, new public relations 
man, has installed dark room for 
developing KOMA snapshots in the 
studios, 

Katheline Jarrell, 
woman, in hospital. 


KOMA 6ssales- 

















THOUSANDS! 


Started more than a thousand days ago, the WHN 
ORIGINAL AMATEUR HOUR still gets thousands of 
telephone calls, thousands of listeners every Friday 
‘night. Almost a thousand facts, figures, statistics to show 
you why # will sell your product! Write WHN now. 
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CBS, NBC See Much Sunshine 





both time and current shows. 


will be surprisingly sturdy. 


quiz. 


Networks report that all accounts are picking up their renewals on 
For many of the advertisers that 
bowed in this fall option time began to loom up last week. Business 
outlook around. NBC and Columbia is strongly confident. CBS fig- 
ures that with Ethyl, Coca-Cola and a couple others on the verge it 
will be able to start off the New York in boom fashion. At NBC the 
belief is that once the ice is broken on the couple with a couple 
of extensive commercial lineups the going on the blue (WJZ) link 


Among the renewals put through this past weekend were Philip 
Morris’ ‘What’s My Name?’ (Mutual) and Vick Chemical’s ‘Seth 
Parker’ (NBC). It makes the fourth 13-weeks for the cig company’s 





| 











FCC Ousters 
Called ‘Pretty 


Strong Case 


Washington, Nov. 22. 

Investigation into the legality of 
discharges handed three FCC em- 
ployees two weeks ago was launched 
last week by the Civil Service Com- 
mission upon receipt of a report de- 
nying any law infringement involved 
in ash-canning the examining de- 
partment and press section. Study 
ordered after FCC chairman Frank 
R. MecNinch transmitted official veri- 
fication of the ousters of Chief Exam- 
ineér Davis G. Arnold, Assistant 
Chief Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg, 
and Information Expert G. Franklin 
Wisner. 

Formal request that the Civil Serv- 
ice Commission approve the ‘separa- 
tions’ of the subordinates from gov- 
ernment posts prompted the Com- 
mish to instruct its Classification Di- 
vision to obtain all facts surrounding 
sudden adoption of the drastic re- 
organization order Wednesday (9). 
Coincidentally, the McNinch report 
was received while a letter from 
Civil Service, asking for data to sup- 
plement press accounts, was in the 
mails. 

Neasons at last were given for fir- 
ing the three veteran workers, two 
ef whom have been with the govern- 
ment over 10 years each. Commish 
said Arnold and Wisner were dropped 
because ‘when their posts were abol- 
ished there were no other existing 
positions in the same grade for sim- 
ilar work.’ Dalberg got the gate be- 
cause he was outranked by two 
others in his grade. 

In commenting upon the action, 
which stirred up strong resentment 
among defenders of the merit sys- 
tem, McNinch said: ‘The Commission 
Was advised fully beforehand by its 
Genere: Counsel and its Personnel 
Officer that the action taken and the 
procedure followed were entirely 
within the Civil Service law and 
rules, I believe there can be no ques- 
tion about that. The reorganization 
has been carried out by the Com- 
mission with the fullest regard for 
the merit system and the principles 
of Civil Service.’ 

Although approval will not be 
forthcoming until the inquiry is over, 
President Harry B. Mitchell of the 
Civil Service Commission indicated 
he is satisfied from second-hand in- 
formation the FCC was cautious not 
to violate the letter of the statute. 
Termed McNinch’s explanation ‘a 
pretty strong case.’ 


Russ Clancy’s WHN Job 


Russ Clancy, chief announcer and 
day boss, has replaced Sidney Adler 
as night manager of station WHN, 
N. Y. Gerson Alterman, formerly 
assistant to Adler, has also resigned, 
being replaced by Gene De Pue, who 
comes over from NBC. 

Raymond Katz, assistant to Fred 
Raphael, program director, will take 
over Clancy’s spot in charge of day 
operations. Ted Schneider takes over 
Katz's duties. 
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Sarnoff Gets Award | 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. | 
David Sarnoff, prez of RCA and 
chairman of the board of NBC, will | 
be given the annual Poor Richard 
Club award on Jan. i7 for outstand- 
ing service to advertising. Merle H. 
Aylesworth, former NBC prez and 
now publisher of the World-Tele- 
gram, was recipient of the award 
several years ago. 
Wilk Hays got it last year. 





| rect evidence by NBC officials. 


PROGRAMS, ARTISTS EXCLUSIVES PROBED 





AS FCC HEARINGS MAKE SLOW GETAWAY 


John Royal Offers to Play Wax of ‘Mexican Love 


Song,’ Whose Lyrics (in Spanish) Are Allegedly 
Obscene—McNinch Critical 








Washington, Nov. 22. 
Program policies and talent tie- | 


| ups constituted the chief ground of | 


discussion during latter half of the | 
first week of FCC study of new-| 


| work operations and possible radio | 
| monopolies. Most testimony was di- 


Principal interest of the Artists 
Bureau was taken up Tuesday (15) 
when Daniel S. Tuthill, director, un- 
derwent cross-quizzing by Commish 


General Counsel, William J. Demp- 
sey, while description of the efforts 





to which the web goes in order to 
satisfy listeners was given in long 
speech Thursday (17) by v. p. John 
F. Royal. Entire time Wednesday 
consumed in identifying and getting 
into evidence bundle of charts and 
Statistical evidence for future use in 
the proceeding, with Hugh M. Be- 


| ville, Jr., chief web statistician, 
| forced to give lengthy explanations 


exactly what the graphs and com- 
pilations showed, as well as the 
source and reliability of data. 

Few unknown facts of any signifi- 
cance brought out during the three 
days, but the Commish did not get 
really warmed up to the job of an- 





alyzing the direct testimony by the 
network spielers. Coming week may 
be more productive when Royal gets 
quizzed, although the Commish will 
sit only two days on account of the 
Thanksgiving interruption to govern- 
ment business. 
Tuthill’s Statistics 


Denial that NBC got talent cheap- 
er than competitors through the art- 
ist service was registered by Tuthill, 
who confessed the web has perform- 
ers under management tied up 
through unused exclusive rights 
clause. Seeking to dispel any suspi- 
cion that the booking offspring gives 
the parent a monopoly, he related 
that in a single week (Nov. 12) out 
of 225 performers before the mike 
on sustaining programs. 80 were 
managed by A. B. and 77 had been 
optioned. Noted that in 1937 $1,725,- 


(Continued on page 34) 











Today There Are 

AR’s in Education... 
Readin’... Ritin’ 
'Rithmetic and Radio 


tga ndeseeapes broadcasts have never been a novelty at 


the Nation’s Station ... in fact, 


of broadcast we have felt that among other things, Edu- . 


cation definitely contributes to a 


casting schedule. 


Ten years ago, with the help of the Ohio State Depart- 


ment of Education, we pioneered in presenting classroom 


broadcasts through cooperation of 


Air. Today, that service, now known as The Nation’s 


School of the Air, is heard in classrooms from coast to coast, 


It is our belief that radio, in bringing to the classroom 


material not otherwise available, is making a definite con- 


tribution toward modern education, 


In the realm of adult education we have consistently, 
from year to year, brought to our microphones the best 


from the very first day 


well balanced- broad- 


the Ohio School of the 





The Nation’s School of the Air is by no manner of means the only program created and 


produced by WLW’s Educational Department. Other regular outstanding features 
include — Salute to the Cities, Los Amigos, Church Forum, Synagogue of the Air, 


material available in cooperation with many public and 


private organizations. 


No, Education at the Nation’s Station is no novelty, 


Today, as always we feel it is one of the important phases 


of our existence. 





WLW’S Educational Director 





“The Wheels Go ‘Round,” a regular feature of the Nation’s 
School of the Air, takes Joseph Ries, WLW’s Educa- 
tional Director to Shelbyville, Ind., for a first hand inter- 
view in a cannery. Similar broadcasts emanated from a 
Pennsylvania coal mine, a fishery, a soap factory, ete. 


An Interesting and educa- 
tional broadcast was 
found by Joseph Ries 
in a large Cincinnati 
milling machine com- 
pany where workers 
were interviewed .. , 
explained what they 
were making ... what 
it would be used for... 
how they made it, 
Listeners found this 
broadcast like all WLW 
Educational programs, 
very much worth while, 





... these things, too, we think are 
part of the story of WLW 


Lutheran D. X. League, Nation’s Family Prayer Period, Weather Reports, Market 
Reports, River Reports, Safety Bulletins, plus many special feature broadcasts, 





“1 Like Music,” a reg- 
ular Friday feature of 
the Nation’s School of 
the Air, is broadcast 
from the Cincinnati 
College of Music. 
Other musical pro- 
grams produced by 
the WLW Educational 
Department include 
the Cincinnati Sym- 
phony Society, the 
Cincinnati Zoo Opera 
and all visiting musi- 
cal organizations, 
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COLUMBIA, WTIC, WOW CHALLENGE FCC; 





ASK COURTS TO MULL COMMISH ACTS 


Transfer of KSFO, San Francisco, Opposed Unfairly. | 





Network to Argue—WKZO, Kalamazoo, Grant! 


Assailed by Omaha Insurance Group 


Washington, Nov. 22. 

Further litigation over two of the 
most controversial and startling pol- 
icies laid down by the FCC was in 
prospect this week as Columbia 
Broadcasting System sought court 
review of refusal to approve lease of 
KSFO. San Francisco, and Travelers 
Insurance Co. readied for fight over 
denial of permit to consolidate its 
broadcasting interests by shifting li- 
censes of WTIC and four-short-wav- 
ers to a new subsidiary. 

In another tiff with the Commish, 
a four-year-old case was placed 
squarely before the District of Co- 
lumbia Court of Appeals when the 
Woodmen of the World Life Insur- 
ance Society, WOW, Omaha 
assailed the grant of night operating 
rights to WKZO, Kalamazoo. Case 
is of more than ordinary importance 
since dispute revolves around mile- 
age separation of transmitters on the | 
same frequency 

Despite doubt whether such mat- 
ters are appealable, CBS and Asso- 





owning 





ciated Broadcasters, owning the 
Frisco plant, asked the appellate 
tribunal to consider whether the 


FCC had the right to hold the pro- 
posed agreement, whereby the web 
would take over the plant for a long 
term, violated the public interest and 
conflicted with the Communications 
Act If this proceeding is thrown 
out—as is entirely possible—the 
chain may then attack on another 
front, falling back on seldom-tused 
device of requesting the Federal Dis- 
trict Court for Northern California 
to scrutinize the case 

Attorneys for CBS contend there 
is no basis in the law for the Com- 
mish ‘to pass upon the purely pri- 
vate or business phases of the lease 
agreement...and to grant or deny 


= 


conception of those considerations 


Outstanding among them was accusa- 





the application in question upon its | 


This was in reference to the Com- 
mission’s disapproval of clauses al- 
lowing the present owner to recap- 
ture the property upon expiration 
of the contract and to intervene in 
any proceeding to protect his inter- 
ests 

Other important complaints were 
embodied in the of appeal. 


notice 


tion of inconsistency on the part of 
the regulators, with the CBS bar- 
risters declaring the refusal to ap- 
prove the KSFO deal is wholly at 
variance with precedents set in sim- 
ilar past cases. No law or fact was} 
cited by the Commish to justify its 
reversal of position, the request for 
review asserted. 

Insufficiency of Commish findings | 
and unfair summary of the evidence | 
also were charged. Court was in-| 





| formed the Commish failed to take 


up all the issues involved and proof | 
offered, emphasizing failure to con- | 
sider the history of KSFO, scope of 
service, importance of another web- 
owned outlet on the Pacific Coast, 
chain’s technical qualifications, and 
prospective operations. Finding 
about the program plans was at odds 
with the testimony, the lawyers 
added. 
WTIC Appeal 


With several days’ leeway left, 
counsel for WTIC was putting fin- 
ishing touches on a request for re- 
hearing on the application for per- 
mission to straighten out corporate 
snarl by shifting licenses of the in- 
surance firm’s outlet to Travelers 
Broadcasting Co. Necessary prelim- 
inary to a court fight, which would 
pose the question of whether the 
FCC can treat radio stations as pub- 


| facilities to 


’)| allow 


| and simultaneously a request for re- 


|} mish has refused to reopen the case 


| able examiner’s report, yet the Com- 








lic utilities and deny proprietors the | 
right to recover past losses. 

Several interesting points present- 
ed in the WOW brief setting forth 
why the Commission grant of night 
WKZO is inconsistent 
with the act and rules of practice. 
Central issue is whether the FCC can 
use of an antenna different 
from that proposed in formal appli- 
cation. 


Year Tiff 


Effort of WKZO to obtain privi- 
lege of operating after dark on 590 
ke has been strenuously fought for 
nearly five years. Originally the 
plea was granted without a hearing 
but this action was vacated foliow- 
ing charge the final action was in 
violation of the rule-book. A fur- 
ther hearing was held in the spring 
of 1936. When the decision was re- 
affirmed, it was taken to the courts 


Five 


consideration was presented. The} 
court threw out the appeal at that 
time as premature, but now the Com- | 


and the issue is laid squarely before 
the judges. 

Cause of the controversy is adoption 
of rule stipulating that antennas must 
conform with standards of good en- 
gineering practice to insure efficient 
operation. When the WKZO request 
first was filed, no minimum-height 
requirement was in effect. Rule was 
adopted 1% years after the initial 
hearing and 1 year after the favor- | 


mish required the station to com- 
ply with it although contemplated 
towers were 120 feet less than the 
standards stipulated. 

At the time of the second hearing, 
no modification had been made in 
the application proposing 130-foot 
radiators. Testimony was received, 
however, about an undescribed, hy- 
pothetical antenna system which 
would comply with the minimum- 
height rule. This is held to be in di- 








But te Hint— 





Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 
John Thorp, gabber on KYW’s 
farm show, ‘R.F.D, 1020,’ com- 
plained Thursday morning that 
he was saying a lot about 
church suppers and rural fes- 
tivities: but so far hasn’t been 
able to attend any of them. 
Friday he received a big box 
of fried chicken from the Her- 
shey (Pa.) Industrial School. 














rect violation of regulations which 
compel applicants to make written | 


requests, giving detailed description 
of equipment, for broadcast facilities. 

Reason the height is so vital lies 
in the geographical separation re- 
quired to prevent interference. En- 
gineers for WOW contend that if 
WKZO complies with the rule, the 
radiating system will be so efficient 
it will .ause trouble to WOW unless 
directional pattern is employed. No 
opportunity afforded at any of the 
hearings to analyze any proposed di- 
rective layout, so the engineers are 
keeping their fingers crossed. Tables 
stipulate that with conventional an- 
tenna plants on 590 with 1 kw must be 
1,050 miles apart while Omaha and 
Kalamazoo are only 545 miles apart. 

Effect of the Commish persistence, 


| according to the brief, is to grant an 


application which technically was 
not before it, to allow construction 
of an antenna different from that 
proposed, to permit modification of 
an application in violation of rules, 
and to reach a conclusion not justi- 
fied by testimony. 


Larson Off R&R 


Bennett Larson leaves the produc- 








|ing staff of Ruthrauff & Ryan this 


Saturday (26). 
of money. 
Larson joined the agency over two 
years ago to do the Milton Berle 
show for Gillette Razor. After doing 
the production of the Al Jolson 
stanza for the first season, he was 
brought east to direct the Quaker 
Oats-Tommy Riggs program. 


It is over a question 





Eddie Davis taking time out from 
radio scripting to work on his stager, 
‘Curtain Going Up,’ due for Broad- 
way production. 





|ANTI-BULOVA 


CARAVAN 


A solid phalanx of New York radio 
stations gces to Washington today 
(Wednesday) to oppose the grant- 
ing to Arde Bulova, watchmaker 
and broadcaster, of FCC permission 
to move WPG, Atlantic City, into 
New York. Stations lined up to 
shout ‘nay’ are WMCA, WOR, WHN, 
WBNX, W2XR, probably NBC plus 
others on the same wavelength. 

Stations claim Bulova, directly or 
by interlocking business associa- 
tions, controls five stations already. 
A bitter fight is foreseen. 





Paulists’ Claim 
Washington, Nov. 22. 

FCC has consented to hear griev- 
ances of the Paulist Fathers, from 
whom Bulova bought WLWL (now 
WBIL) in connection with his re- 
quest for permission to take over 
WPG, Atlantic City. Airing of 
money trouble takes place Wednes- 
day (today) with the clerics due to 
elaborate on written allegation that 


they—not Bulova-are the actual 
oviners of WBIL. Issue is when 
Bulova should hand over $125,000, 


representing the unpaid balance of 
the purchase price for the trans- 
mitter which the religious order sold 
several years ago following col- 
lapse of its own plans to go into 
the radio business on a big scale. 

Allegation that Bulova has not 
lived up to his promises was pre- 
sented to the Commish this week in 
support of a request for permission 
to intervene. 


Milton Biow Out of WNEW 


Because of FCC frowning on mul- 
tiple ownership of radio stations, or 
interlocking holdings, Milton Biow 
has tendered his resignation as presi- 
dent and director of WNEW, New 
York, in order to head Metropolitan 
Broadcasting Corp., new owners of 
WINS, the former Hearst station in 
New York. 
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The way WKRC does things 





WKRC does a lot of things besides broadcasting programs 
to the Cincinnati audience. e The other day the executives 
of the Cincinnati Retail Grocers Association held an anni- 
versaty party. They’re friends of ours. We invited them 
and their wives to see RADIO on the mike side of the 
“plate-glass.” e H.V. Kaltenborn, CBS’ history-in-the- 
making man, was there, too. After his network broadcast 
he told them “off-the-air” what was going-on in Europe. 
e Here’s just ove reason why Cincinnati dealers like WKRC. 
Listeners like us for our swell programs. Advertisers like 


us because we move their goods off dealers’ shelves. 


WK C« COLUMBIA'S STATION FOR CINCINNATI 


550 Kilocycles. Owned and operated by CoLUMBIA BROADCASTING 
SysTEM. Represented by Rapio SALES: New York + Chicago * Detroit 


Milwaukee * Charlotte, N. C. « Los Angeles + San Francisco 
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adio’s pictures | 
are in five | 
dimensions i| 

















People paint pictures in their own the only pictures that sell goods. | 
minds. Radio uses such pictures to | 7 " 
sell silverware... cigarettes...soap... Radio ‘prints’ millions of such pit- ' 
and everything else. tures cach minute... yet it allows | 

| each picture to be individual “ 


These pictures are printed in frve 
dimensions. They fill the three 


dimensions of the CYC... and a 


and personalized. Each is a se//ing 
picture, cut and colored by the 
listener to fit Azmse/f... high- 
lighted with his own desire! 


oy eam a 
Sere tee eee tees 


fourth dimension of sme (for the 
mind holds these pictures a day, 
a week, a month, a year). Then That 1s why radio sends so many 
add a fifth dimension,.more.im- people into stores and dealers’ show- 
portant to advertisers than the rooms. For such pictures are a rest- 
other four put together: the ess spur. They make people get out 
dimension of desire. For people and do things... and buy things. 
paint pictures in their own mind pis 
with emotion. They see, in the As a Goluming client hay, put a 
mind, only that which they want “Radio prints a more alluring pic- 


to see... as they want to see it, TUIC--- tells a better story in a 
shorter space of time... gains a 


more appreciative audience.” 


eres 


+ aan caer - 


be olin bce SEE 
wwe oe sated 
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The pictures people paint with 
emotion, are the greatest advertising 


illustrations in the world. They are May we send you proof? = 





Columbia Broadcasting System, 485 Madison Ave., N.Y. 
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| wes at the lowest point since the oA D DODD DDD DD DADA IDLLLLOLLDLLDLLDLLAD DADDY 6 
e web began operations. Less than z ” . : 
FCC Hearin Ss Slow Start 40% came from Gotham, while in| 4% ; 
Z four years proportion from Holly- 2 as on hnversa i a 
| wood bounced from 0.3% to 7.1%. |Z t 
(Continued from page 31) only $30 a year for recreation of all | lows: New York, 37.65%: Chicegs. | de A i A Oe i On ee OO Oe i i i i 
it sorts. 124.4%; San Francisco, 19.2%; Holly- | George Engels, v.p. in charge of NBC's artists’ bureau, created an un- ; 
| 7 on vel Ge web ls ee habits show the average wood, 7.1%; Washington, 1.9%. In| precedented situation on the witness stand in Washington last week when ; 
777 worth of talent was so ew |U. S. receiver is turned on nearly number of hours, New York topped | he disclaimed authorship of his own report to the Federal Communica- ; 
ii sag spect _»,._| five hours a day, urbanites listening | y~ . 7,467; Chicago was 4,835; San | tions Commission and commented unfavorably on its contents. Wags 
3 While contracts gave NBC exclu-| 475 hours and ruralites 4.78. Re-| Francisco, 3,819; Hollywood, 1,402, | immediately dubbed him ‘umaccustomed-as-I-am’ Engels and said he was 
\ sive right to services of all Bureau- searchers found:that on an average | end Waskingten, ‘$75. New Yetk | radie’s heat champion in scclebdumelad: 
. managed performers, clause never) 444 day persons who spend from | created 22,040 programs; Chicago,! Engels’ performance embarrassed everybody at the hearings and the 
| ie has been employed, according to — $30 to $50 monthly for rent were | 14.647; Washington, 745; San Fran- commission itself seemed relieved when his amazing act was completed 
Ny hill. At outset of the booking busi- the steadiest listeners, with 30% 
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ness it was felt desirable to insure 
the web of a reliable supply of pro- 
gram fodder, but later execs consid- | 
ered it unfair to deprive members of 


| having sets 
noons and 50% in the 
Group paying the largest rentals 
were the least faithful listeners, only 


Other Nations 
Analysis of surveys of service in 
several countries shows NBC ranks 
well toward the top in musical pro- 


vision in the pacts. Tuthill was sure 
no artist ever was denied the right 
to go on a rival station and insisted 
there was no attempt to quote higher 


on mornings and after- | 
evening, | 


cisco, 9,113, and Hollywood, 3,577. 
Raps Self-Praise 
Complaint about self-adulation by 
NBC witnesses came from Chairman 


great job his company accomplishes, 


| the FCC head admonished attorneys 
|fo the parties to frame questions so 


larswers would not constitute 


‘self- | 


and he’stepped down. Reaction within NBC's organization was that the 


selection of Engels as a spokesman was bad stage management to start 
with. 


Matter was so delicate that the curious have still to hear a logical answer 





i able of the chance to make | Frank R. MecNinch after Beville had | of Engels’ strange lack of sympathy for his own organization's defense 
its stable of . “\“ 135%, of them tuning in between |. serted his exhibits in the record. tactics. 

money on the side. Never asked, | 9 san ond miduient insertec Ss ‘ | ord. 

however, for deletion of the pro-| a osithe While Royal was telling what a 


Witnesses Ramble On 
Study of network operations and monopolies by the FCC is not an in- 
vestigation in the accepted sense of the word in government circles. Rather, 


it’s seen as a gabfest and a filibuster against Congress. In obvious contrast 


: to Columbia or Mutual than | 8Tams, leads by 4 wide margin in} praise’ and unnecessarily pad the to the manner and methods of the Securities & Exchange Commission, 
rices t¢ < , : . ; | : . ee 2 “aie r A stam nym 

: = NRC except where difference in| drama, is about at the middle in| record. Twice he rebuked Hennes- Federal Trade Commission, and other independent agencies, FCC is al- 

; ( ’ -4 | 


ate 


as omen 


ease * 





type of programs makes it desirable 
to get more money. 

Booking activities in other fields 
aroused curiosity over FCC attorney 
but Tuthill denied RCA Victor uses 
the Bureau as a preferential source 


sports and religion. Italy has a tre- 
and sports; Rumania is far in front 
in serious music; Lithuania sets the 
pace in religion. On basis of total 


s : : P talent musical programs, with Ger- 
Typical Listener many a close second. 

















talks, and falls far behind in news, sey and Royal for a mutual admira- 


| tion act. 


mendous lead in opera, talks, news | 





Expenses for sustaining programs, 
Royal said, amount to more than 
$5,000,000 a year, with agencies and 
sponsors kicking in $15,000,000 for 


it was explained, include BBC and 


‘You wouldn’t expect to have Babe | 
Ruth playing for the Yankees one | 
day and the Giants the next, he! 
cracked, ‘and I wouldn’t want | 
Charlie McCarthy on NBC one night ! 
and on Columbia or Mutual the 
next.’ 

Commish took the NBC v.p. over 
the hurdles on program policies of 
the web during the afternoon ses- 
sion. Required him to reply to 
ticklish quizzing concerning NBC's 
attitude on advertising blurbs, chil- 
dren’s. shockers, 


the bewhiskered | 


| fanity we are sorry.’ 


lowing the respondent parties to ramble on at great length. Only occa- 
sional efforts by presiding commissioners to speed up proceedings by forc- 
ing witnesses to telescope their answers. 





Rumor Mills Work Overtime 
Despite the new wage and hour law, the rumor mills in the broadcasting 





be |hours devoted to major programs, | broadcast costs and other charges, | industry last week operated on 24-hour basis. All sorts of fabrications 
of talent for recordings. No arrange-|),wWever, NBC easily outdistances | including salaries of execs who deal | flew thick and fast, with various sets of top executives in NBC and Colum- 
is ; ment to plug pictures in which web- |several European systems in sev-|with programs. This $15,000,000, bia toppling from their heights. Curious feature about all these rumors, 
ie | — performers *tontain a boost | 2! fields, notably all music, serious | combined wit! estimates on a simi- apparently incubated during the Washington hotel room interims of the 
Lf ase wher ; sc Ss : . : ae : “urrT ; : : at ee ’ Et arrange a 
q rene ch ty arora megporse - music. dance music, drama, and | lar basis for organizations which as- current industry investigation by the Federal Communications Commis 
‘ } or Holly p kc | talks. and is close to the top in news | sist NBC in providing programs, | SiN, is that in no two of them are the same sets of doomed officials 
ei — — ote rom very Ren and sports and religion. Web has | would add up to a ‘grand total’ of mentioned. 
» ii grams where some iD slight lead in percentage of live | $100,000,000. ‘Other organizations,’ = i. eres Fahd 
i patting occurs, 


be classed in the same category with | make up a large portion of NBC 





‘my God,’ etc., used in the O’Neill | 
script 





ei : other foreign systems whose re-|‘Love Song,’ Royal conceded, but| business. Commish counsel count- 
Ei Typical U. S. dial-twister belongs} Steadily increasing importance of | sources are drawn upon by NBC. | quizzers apparently were satisfied| ered with a large batch of squawks 
i i to a family with an average annual} Hollywood as an origination point Quizzed by FCC assis ant counsel, | with his remarks and did not press| received by the Commish—pointing 
an income of $1,160 and education| was demonstrated in a study which | George Porter, as to whether he felt | the question further. out that there was a definite show- 
; t through elementary school, the Be-| shows that last year proportion of | it was good policy to ask artists to| Royal had one brush with Com-| ing that majority of beefers corre- 
5 i ville graphs depicted. He spends programs coming from New York | sign exclusive contracts with NBC, | missioner Eugene O. Sykes, when) sponding with the Government 
aI program chief replied in the af- | Sykes asked him, regarding the ‘Be-| agency objected to commercial 
i i firmative. Exclusive contracts are | yond the Horizon’ broadcast: ‘Didn’t| broadcasts rather than _ sustaining 
imi made only with artists who have |! the continuity writer thing that the| programs. Inferred that American 
: ou » , special attributes which NBC de- | name of the Lord might be taken in| listeners are becoming fed up with 
a f lt sires to have exclusively with its | vain?’ large amount of advertising copy 
i In Detroi S networks, Royal explained. | Use of the words ‘hell ‘damn,’; Carried in the bigtime commercials, 
‘ 


were ‘religious exclamations’ 
rather than profanity, Royal argued, 
since the character using them was 
a ‘God-fearing man, a man who be- 
lieved in God and who used the 
word because he was a worshipper 
of God.’ 

Interpretation of profanity, in such 
cases, ‘depends on who does it, why 
it is done and how it is done,’ Royal 
declared, adding that ‘if it was pro- 


More complaints were received by 


Horizon.” any other single air happening, exec 
If a show is good, Royal informed | told the committee. 

the Commish, ‘amount of advertising | , : 

: ; : Quizzed again by Porter- as to 

doce not bother us’ Admited tha | whether a large percentage of the 

hoo had been ove done—but in these | squawes received by the, Web-o wat 


cases the management takes it up | Yvan 
with the agencies which, in the | 
main, cooperate. Quite natural wrk 


a ‘Mexican Love Song’ and Mae West | NBC when a program carrying the 
i i} incidents and the more recent | Notre Dame-Army game was cut off 
Bh turble-burly over Eugene O'Neill's | when the ball was on the one-yard 
7 | prize winning play, ‘Beyond the | jjne with one minute to go than over 





around advertising pro- 
grams, Royal replied that a large 
part of the complaints deal with 
commercials because such programs 


STRANGE -~ 


LYRIC AND MUSIC BY 


JOSEF and BILL CHERNIAVSKY 
ALVIN ROBERTS and ALBERT GAMSE 











continuity writers to put as much 
sales talk as possible in a program, 
he added, but this he did not con- 
sider ‘smart.’ 
Dick Tracy Guilty | 
Replying to Porter’s complaints | 
about ‘nerve-racking children’s pro- | 
grams,’ Royal pointed out that NBC | 
officials are endeavoring daily to} 
solve the children’s program prob- | 
lem. Not a great number of com- 
plaints, he declared, although he felt | 
‘Dick Tracy’ detective thriller had | 
been justly criticized. 


| Ist in Fine Programming ‘Children have bee itable f 


| | years—long before radio,’ Royal de- 


clared, ‘Radio should not be blamed 
{ st in Advertising Preference 











F America’s Pioneer Broadcasting Station 
of Basic Red Network Station 
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Ist in Listener Interest 





Clacus 7- 7277 + 7278 °7279 
CABLE ADORESS-MARKBRO-NY¥ 
ESTABLISHED 169% 


for excitable children—or adults,’ 
he added, with a dig at the recent 
Mars program. 

Despite consistent pounding by 
Commish attorneys, NBC exec would | 
not admit that more complaints were 
received about commercial programs | 


1st in Advertising Results aired by his company than about | ir, Josef Cherniavsky 


, 
sustainers, | Musical Director, WLW 
| 


: Not many complzints are received) ©incinnati, Ohio 
; of 
] 


from listeners about ‘cheap, wise- | 
Y Owned and Operated by C 


yes a 





EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC X 


PUBLISHERS AND IMPORTERS OF MUSIC ~ 
RCA BUILDING + RADIO CITY 
a ~~ ~ NEW YORK 





Corporations 








November 15, 1933 


Dear Mr, Cherniavskys 
mage Some squawks about ad- | We were especially ambitious to release for 
ibbing, he admitted, but chain has| 1939 what we call the most appealing melody for the coming seacon. 
very strict rule against this and has| In our modest way, without much ado, we invited a group of our 

on several occasions ‘pushed the but-| %2ll~known pereonalities to submit to us a new ballad, and it 


ton,’ when spielers have wandered &!Y@S ™? a great deal of pleesure to inform you that among the 
out of bounds. No ‘suggestive re-| many manuscripts submitted to as for our consideration, we accepted 
marks’ are made over the air and.| iy none, oneh Shee eeneret as_a song that lives 100% up to 
consequently, no outraged listeners : - B. Marks musical tradition--THE MELODY IS THE THING. 
writing in on that score. 
Obscene—In Spanish! 
Royal admitted that plenty of 
screams had been received on the 
‘Mexican Love Song’ program of 
several years ago—described by Por- 
ter as ‘stated to be bordering on the 
obscene.’ Said he had the transcrip- 
tion with him and would be glad to 
let the committee and the audience 
hear it—adding that it was in the 
Spanish language. 
Mae West program, of 1937, might 


cracking programs,’ Royal told the | 
The Detroit News 





We have no doubt that the leading radio stars 
as well as name band leaders, after becoming acquainted with your 


beautiful number, "STRANGE", will fully agree with our choice. 
Represented Nationally by 


The George P. Hollingbery Co. 


New York : Chicago : Detroit : 
San Francisco ; Atlanta 


Heartiest congratulations? 


Very truly yours, 


EDWARD 8. MARKS 


Kansas City 
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Agencies-Sponsors 





WISN, MILWAUKEE 


* Riverview Rink, Inc. 156 night 
spots; State Chartered Insured 
Building & Loan Group, 13 an- 
nouncements, and Laikins Ladies’ 
Apparel, sales promotion announce- 
ments. Through Richard Shireman. 





Milwaukee Dairy Council, 90 spots, 
Frank Effinger agency through John 
Printup. 

Kovak Silks, Everetts and Lake! 
Park Motors, all announcements. A. | 
L. Zimmer. 


Nelson Bros., 54 musical programs | 
Sundays; Linco Products Corp., 26 | 
announcements; De Forest Training | 
Schools, Inc., 13 programs Sundays; 
Lydia Pinkham, 156 programs with 
‘The Voice of Experience.’ Through 
Presba, Fellers & Presba, via Ed 
Heaton of International Radio Sales. | 

Pivar Bros.; Mitchell St. Advance- 
ment Association, announcements, A. 
L, Zimmer. 

Carpenter Baking Ce., renewal 
eight-word through-the-day sched- 
ule for Nov., salesman John Printup, 
W. E. Long Agency, Chicago. 

Ex-Lax, IOI one-minute transcrip- 
tions, Morse International, Inc., Lin- 
coln Simonds of International Radio 
Sales. 

Jaeger Baking Co., renewal an- 
nouncements, Klau-Van-Pietersom- 
Dunlap & Associates. 

G. Allen Lainsen Studios; Green- 
field West Allis Advancement Asso- 
ciation, announcements, Walter Bea- 
dell. 








KRNT-KSO, DES MOINES 

Employers Mutual 
‘History Speaks,’ 
weeks, KRNT. 

Iewa Optometrists Assn., three 5 
minute programs weekly, 52 weeks. 
Direct. 

Roll Sereen Co., 13 announcements, 
L. W. Ramsey agency. 

Seidlitz Paint & Varnish Co., 13 
ehain breaks, Barron Advertising Co. 
Zerbst Pharmacal Co., 
mnouncements, 26 weeks, 

agency. 

ExLax, ten 1 minute trans. weekly, 
52 weeks. Joseph Katz Co. 

Nash Kelvinater Ce., 26 1 minute 
announcements, Geyer-Cornell Co. 

Areo Tubular Skate Ce. three- 
quarter hour programs, Gussow, 
Kahn & Co., New York City. 

Smith Bres., five chain breaks_per 
week, 26 weeks, Brown & Tarcher. 


Casualty Coe., 
15 minutes, 26 


daily an- 
Barror 


Folger Coffee Co., five quarter 
hours per week ‘Judy & Jane,’ 
Gardner. 





Leighten & Nelsen has spotted on 
WGY one-minute announcements un- 
til Dee. 24 for Cooper & Cooper, Inc. 
(stokers), Pittsfield, Mass. ~ Same 
ageney is using on WGY, until Dec. 
22,. one-minuter for Lower State 
Street Merchants Association of 
Schenectady. 





WCAE, PITTSBURGH 

Hartz Meuntain Preducts Ce., one 
10-minute musicale with Johnny 
Mitchell at organ. 

Baur Bros. Bakery, one-minute 
disc announcements daily for 13 
weeks through Sherman K. Ellis. 

Charlie Cook Corp., quarter-hour 
piane lessons once weekly for 13 
weeks. Placed by H. C. Morris. 

Seuth Hills Ce., 10-minute dramatic 
sketch once weekly for four weeks. 

B. F. Steut Ce., participation in 
Morning Express as ordered for 52 
weeks. 

Standard Vitamin Cerp., 100-word 
participation in Polly Entertains 


three times weekly for month. Peek 
Agency. 

Mutual Fire Imsurance Co., daily 
i enetianunenseenemnmnmaenetaiatimeennmenieeennienitneeimeemneemenniinimaummmetll 












Hold 


All Appropriations 


FU MANCHU 


IS COMING 










Millions Have Read 
Millions Have Seen 
Millions Will Listen 





participation in Polly Entertains for 
six weeks. 

Crowell Publishing Co., renewal of 
Jean Abbey quarter-hour for 52 
weeks through McCann-Erickson. 

Grove Laboratories, daily station 
breaks for four months through H. 
W. Kastor Sons. 

Pleasant Hills Realty Co., daily 
participation in Polly Entertains for 
four weeks through Elsie Lichten- 
stul. 

Reid-Murdoch Co. 
75-word daily participation in Morn- 
ing Express for 52 weeks through 
Rogers & Smith. 





Santa Claus broadcasting over 
WFBM under sponsorship of William 
H. Block department store, Indian- 
apolis, 


Flamingo Sales Corp., Los Angeles 
(nail polish) through Buchanan & 


Co., Inc., is spotting transcribed an- | 


nouncements over KPO, San Fran- 
cisco, daily except Saturday, through 
Jan, 5. 


(Automobiles), | 





| 
| From the Heart 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

State Emergency Council, 
made up of Pennsy’s most im- 
portant industrial executives, 
headed by Walter Fuller, prez 
of Curtis Publishing, are being 
given five-minute period each 
Friday by WCAU to ballyhoo 
for lower taxes. 

Each exee will take a turn on 
the air. 











Ballyhoo Toscanini 





Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 


WFIL is_ organizing 


Network. 


person 250 literary and 


‘Toscanini; Radio Department of the San Fran- 
Listening Clubs’ here to catch the} cisco Advertising Club last week. 
Saturday night concerts on the Blue | 


a= Admen’s Mania for Figures 





San Francisco, Nov. 22. , 


Offering a check for $100 to the| 
| first person who could give him the} 
| potential circulation figures of a| 
| newspaper advertisement against the | 
actual circulation figures for a radio} 
program, sales manager William | 
Ryan of KPO and KGO condemned | 
| reeent local surveys based on such | 
| comparative figures as false and mis- | 
| leading, during a talk before the 





Check, which was unclaimed, rep- 


Outlet is contacting first | resented joint contributions by Ryan; | 
by letter and then by phone or in} 


manager Ralph Brunton of KJBS, | 


artistic | sales manager of Ward Ingrim of | 


greups in Pennsylvania and New KFRC, and Henry Jackson, local CBS 


Jersey to build up an audience. 


Added interest will be stimulated 


sales chief. Ryan also took to task 
those agency men who demand grocs 


| by having music authorities air com- | circulation figures from radio sales- 
ment on the programs the preceding | men. 


‘Friday afternoon. 


Ryan expressed his belief that the 


‘Gross Circulation’ Demands by Agencies Ridiculed 
by William Ryan 





reservoir of potential local business 
has scarcely been tapped by radio 
stations here, pointing out that radio 
men have been particularly unsuc- 
cessful in getting department stores 
in town to take full advantage of 
radio, despite the notable success of 


stores in other Coast cities with 
broadcast advertising. 

Ryan stressed the importance of 
having local radio men work to- 


gether instead of against each other 


| to seli radio as an advertising me- 


dium. He quoted success stories from 
the files of stations other than his 
own, mentioning among others the 
Sherman Clay program of recorded 
music on KJBS, which sold $40,000 
worth of pianes in a two-week pe- 
riod, 





John Blair on the Coast for biz 
sesh with Lewis Allen Weiss. 











turbulent times such as these the world waits 

| vert each new development both at home 
and abroad. Realizing this WSAI has increased 
the tempo of its already efficient News Room te 
bring Cincinnati the news FIRST! Special leased 
wires from UP and INS, plus, one of the largest and 


most competent news room ef any radio station in 


the United States means that WSAI can and does 
lead all Cincinnati stations in news coverage. The 
WSAI News Room headed by H. Lee McEwen main- 


tains eight regular staff news men who rewrite every 


single news item released on 


WSAI. Is it any won- 


der then that Cincinnatians have learned to tune to 


WSAI for news... when it’s News! 


These MEN Bring WSAI 
Listeners NEWS —when it’s NEWS! 











Peter Grant 
Heading WSAI'S galaxy of 


stay newscasters is Peter 
Grant, renowned for his 
forceful delivery, easy style. 
His nightly 9:30 news re- 
view for Capitel-Barg 
is one of Cincinnati's 
most popular news 
programs, 


Fulton Lewis 


Heard on WSAI thru the 
Mutual Broadcasting System, 

his program originates in 
Washington, D.C. His keen 
view of the current scene 

has built a large fol- 

e lowing. His regular 
7 P. M. program is 

available for partici- 

pation sponsorship. 





Gordon Shaw 


Intimate .., distinctive... 
listenable . . . characterize 
News shows featuring Gor- 
don Shaw. Shaw is heard 
regularly on WSAI at 10:30 
P. M. Cincinnatians . 

like him and. listen 

to his broadcasts. 





Charles Woods 


Pinch-hitting for Paul Sulli- 
van on WLW and Peter 
Grant on WSAI have pop- 
ularized Woods’ free and 
easy style of news deliv- 
ery. He is heard 
on WSAIl's news 
show, "Pulse of the 
City", Fridey at 8:30 











WSAI OFFERS REGULAR NEWS REVIEWS IN THE FOLLOWING GROUPS: 
MORNING HEADLINES .. . 7:55-8:00 A. M.—Monday thru Friday 
NOON NEWS ... 11:55-12:00 Noon—Monday thru Saturday 
LATE AFTERNOON NEWS .. . 5:30-5:35—Monday thru Saturday 
COST: One strip per week—$120 . . . Two strips per week—$210 .. . Three strips per week— $300 
Three Sunday News Periods available. Prices on request. 
NOTE: No contract accepted for less than 13 weeks 
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MORE VIEWING WITH 
ALARM ON WPTF CASE 


Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 22. 
Junior Chamber of Commerce of 
Raleigh has joined the senior Cham- 
ber in protesting the exercise of an 
option held by NBC on WPTF, Ral- 
eigh, now owned and operated by 
the Durham Life Insurance Co. A 





Washington, Nov. 22. 
(Rules shake-up, abolition of the examining 
division and concentration of Commissioners 
on the current so-called radio monopoly in- 
vestigation last week reduced the FCC docket 





resolution drawn by Sam Ruark,| +, a trickle of minor decisions and a couple of 
Wm C. Lassiter and Vass Shepherd : N dication 
has been forwarded to Chairman pre-purge examiners’ re ports. No indicatio 

Frank McNinch, of FCC, asking a| as to when, and what form, official state- 


hearing on the proposed 
local broadcasting 


public 
transfer of the 
station. 
Ruark 
the Junior 
mittee 
transier. 


| ments on Commish viz will be forthcoming in 
the future. Expected that routine affairs will 
continue to be disorganized for several weeks, 
with a probable sudden release of much data 
caught in the log-jam.) 


was named to represent 
Chamber on the local | 
seeking to prevent. the. 


com now 


MINOR DECISIONS 


Birmingham 


whieh is 


WNYC Ballys Expo 


A weekly report on the progress of | 
the N. Y. World Fair, augmented | 
with a description of the work al-| 


granted au- 
application 


Alabama: Birmingham News Co., 
thority to withdraw without prejudice 
for 590 ke with 1 kw. 

California: KGDM, E. F. Peffer, Stockton, denied special 
authority to operate from sunset to 8:15 p.m., PST, through 
those months in which the frost hazard is a pertinent matter 


new station 


“ | for the purpose of broadcasting frost warnings from 8 to 

ready completed will be broadcast by | g:15 p.m. 
WNYC, N. Y., starting Nov. 30. Pro- Georgia: Coastal Broadcasting Co., Brunswick, granted 
authority to withdraw without prejudice application for a 


. = ~-* . ; 
gram will be tagged the World Fair new station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 





Preview of the World of Tomorrow.’ | 250 watts d 
Airing will be done by Richard| THlinois: WMRO, Martin R. O Brien Auteen, granted mk 
‘ % - ae : “ in eguipm t and installation ol veriica radiator, shay 
Pack and Anthony Marvin, special | University of Illinois, Urbana, granted installation of new 

events commentators, from a mobile | transmitter. 
unit Pair will describe murals and Massachusetts: W1XOJ, Yankee Network, Boston, granted 
me Sa 3 -aie special temporary authority to test the high frequency broad- 
other decorative touches from 3-3:15 | .o: equipment of W1XOJ on frequency 43000 ke, with power 
p. m. each Wednesday. ; not to exceed 100 watts, for a period not to exceed 30 days, 


for tuning and adjustment of antenna elements which are 
. P now being assembled for erection atop 400-foot mast. 

Edward R. Murrow, European di- New Jersey: Bamberger Broadcasting Service, Inc., New- 

rector for CBS, booked to speak (16) | ark, granted new relay station to be operated on 1622, 2058, 
. 5 hd 2150 anc 2790 ke with 30 watts 

at Albany, N. ~. New York: Clair L. Farrand, New York 

to withdraw without prejudice application for 

with 1 kw. 

North Carolina: 
broadc ast station to be opera 
ke with 25 watts. 

Pennsylvania: 
untary assignment of 





granted authority 
143600 ke 








WGTM, Inc., Wilson, 
ted on 1606, 202 


granted new relay 
2, 2102 and 2758 


WLEU, Leo J. Omelian, Erie, 
license to WLEU Broad 


granted vol- 
asting Corp. 


Texas: KIUN, Jack W. Hawkins and Barney H. Hubbs, 
Pecos, granted change in frequency from 1420 to 1370 ke; 
KRLH, Clarence Sharbauer, Midland, granted installation of 


new transmitter, 


SET FOR HEARING 


WALA, Mobile, 












ARMSTRONG 


Alabama: jump night juice from 500 watts 





ue fC to lkw, install vertical radiator and move transmitter site 
And His Unit locally. ' 
California: A. W. Austin, Santa Monica, new station to be 


250 watts days. 
voluntary 


operated on 1160 ke with 100 watts nights, 
Colorade: KGIW, Leonard E. Wilson, Alamosa, 
assignment of license to E. lL. Allen. 
Kentucky: Bowling Green Broadcasting Co., Bowling Green, 
new station to be operated on 1310 ke with 160 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 


with 
SONNY WOODS 
and 
MIDGE WILLIAMS 








. Minnesota: WMIN, St. Paul, increase night power from 100 
to 250 watts. 
ORPHEUM, MEMPHIS New York: St. Lawrence Broadcasting Corp., Ogdensburg, 
Noy. 24 to 28 Inclusive new station to be operated on 1510 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 
e Pennsylvania: WKOK, Sunbury, change time of operation 
Management from sharing with WBAX, Wilkes-Barre, to unlimited. 







Tennessee: WI.AC, Nashville, increase power from 5 to 50 
ke, using directional antenna system for night operation only. 
(Commissioners Case and Sykes voted to grant.) 

Texas: KTAT, Fort Worth, move transmitter and studio 
location from Forth Worth to Wichita, install new equipment, 
vertical antenna and beost day power from 1 to 6 kw: KCMC, 
Texarkana, install new equipment and vertical radiator, 
change frequency from 1420 to 1340 kc, boost power from 100 
Waits nights, 250 watts days and move transmitter locally. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


California: Don lee Broadcasting System, Los Angeles, new 
relay broadcast station to be operated on 1646, 2090, 2190 and 
2830 ke wiih 8 watts; Don Lee Broadcasting System, San 
Francisco, new teievision station to be operated on 42000- 
66000 ke with 250 watts. 

Connecticut: WDRC, Hartford, new experimental broadcast 
station to be operated on 86000 to 400000, 401000 and above 
ke, with 100 watts, 

Florida: Tampa Times (Co., 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


RKO Bidg., Radio City, New York 

















Tampa, new relay broadcast 
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F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 





——— 
————— 


WMCA’S AMERICANISM 
SHOW UNSPONSORED 


WMCA, N. Y., will invade the for. 
eign language program field in re- 
verse with a 26-week sustaining 
series of combo entertainment- edi- 
torializing. Idea is station owner's 
Donald Flamm’s who want to spread 
Americanism a la newspapers, Starts 
some time in December. 
relay. troa@eatt etan Programs will devote half hour to 
with 60 watts, A-3 | music, singing, comedy, etc., of vari- 
ous nationalities around New York. 





$F SFSFoSsssé tt ttteoeo 
station to be operated on 1622, 2058, 2150 and 2790 ke with 
40 watts. 

Illinois: Martin R. O’Brien, Aurora, 
cast stations to be operated on 1606, 2022, 2102 and 2758 ke, 
with 50 watts, and on 31100, 34600, 37600 and 40600 ke with 
6 watts; W9XBS, National Broadcasting Co., Inc., Chicago, 
power boost from 100 to 125 watts. 

Indiana: WGRC, New Albany, authority 
of corperation from Charles Lee Harris to the 
Broadcasting Corp. 

Iowa: KFNF, Shenandoah, two new 
tions, on 1622, 2058, 2150 and 2790 ke 
emission, 


two new relay broad- 


to transfer control 
Northside 





Minnesota: WOXUP, St. Paul, change present frequency : . . . 
$5950 to 26150 ke All dialog will be in English includ- 
New York: WBBC, Brooklyn, authority to transfer morn ing speakers of national groups and 
of corporation from Peter J Testan, deceased, to ‘eter | {4 arine ~ trace > sei 
Testan, executor, 291 shares common stock; Niagara Falls'| Americans to stress the melting pot 


station to be | idea. Will rem.ain strictly unspon- 
sored to permit station’s sayso over 
controversial. themes of tolerence, 
America for Americans, etc. 
Vox Pop in 2 Tongues 
Buffalo, Nov. 22. 
New man in the street show here 
is worked in two languages. It’s 
tagged a Polish Vox Pop. but if the 
quizzee doesn’t speak Polish, an- 
nouncers give him the questions in 
English. 
Broadcasts are remoted over 
WEBR from the heart of the Polish- 


Gazette Publishing Co Niagara Falls, new 
operated days only on 1260 ke with 1 kw 

Ohie: Crosley Radio Corp 
Cincinnati, 8 \ itch Llron 
changing name of lice 
The Crosley Corporation 

Oklahoma: KVSO, Ardmore, authority to transfer control 
of corporation from John F. Eas!tey to Albert Riesen, Jr., | 
Maurine Easley Riesen, John Ek. Riesen and Betty Maurine 
Riesen, 166 shares common stock to each 

Texas: KNOW, Austin, voluntary assignment of license to 
Frontier Broadcasting Co., Inc. 

Virginia: WTAR, Norfolk, increase power from 1 kw to 
1 kw nights, 6 kw days, and install new transmitter. 

Wisconsin; Journal Company, Milwaukee, new television 
broadcast st: — to be operated on 42000-56000 ke with 1 kw, 
visual and aur: 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


WLW and WSAT, 
parent corporation, 
Radio Corporation to 


licensee of 
subsidiary to 


nsee from Crosley 


Tilinols: Involved reshuffling transaction to consolidate | American section three mornings a 
10lk ics of rover o lish ‘o licensee z, - . . pt 
holdir of bi s Journal Publ hing Co., ensee, WAAF, | week with Joe Dombrowski and 
Chicago, with other subsids of the Corn Belt Publishers, Inc., * ‘ : 

a holding company, frowned upon by Examiner R. H. Hyde a Stanley Lysiak at the mike. Spon- 
‘tending to increase the financial burden wpon station WAAF | sor is Foley’s Honey & Tar. 


without providing any 

Capital stock of the corporation is 
Publishers, Inc., which in turn, is 61% 
A. Neff, president of licensee, 
of the licensee and three 
the remainder. All of the 


in service.’ 

owned by Corn Belt 
controlled by Ward 
with associates and employees 
other Corn Belt subsids holding 
participating active 


improvement 


ideals Linsed Sports 
Nov. 22. 


Worcester, 
companies are 


in the printing and market news publishing business of either WTAG started new sportscast 
Drovers Journal, Journal-Stockman Co., Omaha; Drovers Monday of purely local and Central 


Telegram Company, Kansas City, 
lishing Co., National Stockyards, 
Establishment of ‘a community of interest’ for stockholders 
in the several related businesses given as principal reason 
for transfer of WAAF to shareholders, with deal replacing 
their indirect incerest (through Corn Belt Publishers) with a | 
direct stock ownership. Proposal includes plan for recapitall- 
zation of Drovers Journal Co. to have a capital structure of 


Kans,, and Reporter Pub- 


Chicaro Massachusetts events. Hollis Wright 


at the mike. Program is_ spotted 
three nights weekly for 15 minutes 
each. 

Domino ciggies sponsoring. 

















200,000 shares of common sto without par value but with 
stated capital of $200,000 o that the company should have 
authority to issue a series of 7° capital notes, maturing in | 
50 years, of the face value of $400,000. Assets of Corn Belt 
Publishers, Inc., would be transferred to licensee, on exchange 
by stockholders of the preferred and common stock of Cofn 


Belt Publishers for stock and capital notes of Drovers Journal 
’ 


Balance sheets submitted by applicants were criticized by 
Hyde as showing combined’ assets available, rather than 
stockholdings in subsidiaries, Examiner pointed out that 
main earner of the group is PDrovers Journal, with WAAF 


as its chief source of profit. Total net revenue of the com- 
pany, for the year ending last November 30, was $65,400, 
before Federal income tax, with ‘$51,777 derived from the | 
$128,789 gross revenues of WAAF. 

Issuance of $400,000 in capital notes, in 
acquisition of the three subsids, would 
value of the assets of the licensee 
would be increased,’ examiner explained, but 


connection with | 
‘increase the book 
more than its liabilities 
‘addition of the 





subsidiaries to the licensee would not augment its earning | 
capacity in the same proportion that its liabilities would be | CHEZ PAREE, CHICAGO 
increased.’ Testimony showed that dividends on Corn Belt LOU CLAYTON 





Met.: 








Publishers preferred stocl which would be 


replaced by 

















‘capital notes’ of the licensee, are now in arrears, Irwin 





added. 





Clarence C. Dill and G. W 
Rhede Island: Day 
turned down 
Caldarone 
equitable 


Gum appeared for applicants. 
time siations for Providence should be 
aving the application of Peter J. 
would not be in accordance wiih the fair and 
distribution of radio facilities, former examiner 
Melvin H. Dalberg reported to the Commission before his 
ren:oval, two weeks ago, 

While other 


because ol 


Providence transmitters and stations tn the 
area would not be adversely affected by operation of the pro- 
posed station on 1270 ke with 250 watis, Dalberg held that 
need for additional service of a purely local character had 
not been established, 

Caldarone, steamship and real estate financer, and a 4di- 
rector of the Morris vlan Company and the American Auto- 
mobile Association in Providence, was found qualified in all 
other respects to construct and operate the transmitter. Based 
his plea on need for foreign language programs for the large 
Polish, Italian and French population residing within the 
area and the need for lower rates for local advertisers, With 
existing transmitters, WEAN, WPRO and WJAR, asking $200 
per hour, $120 oo half hour, $80 per quarter hour and $40 
for five minutes, Caldarone would have undercut charges with 
$38 per hour, $24 per half hour and $16 per quarter hour, 

Elmer W. Pratt on behalf of the applicant, 


BABS: CHARLIE “LITTLE °— 


TUMS VOCAL VARIETIES 


WLW and NBC Red 
Tues-Thurs., 7:15 P.M. EST 


AVALON CIGARETTES 


WLW and NBC R 
Saturday, 7 to 7:30 P. me EST 


EVERY OTHER WEEK 

















+ 





HARRY SOSNIK 


..» MUSICAL DIRECTOR... 


CHARLES BOYER—WOODBURY PLAYHOUSE 


(ORIGINAL SCORE) 


Sundays—9 P.M. rst-NBC 
JOE E. BROWN—POST TOASTIES 


Saturdays—7:30 P.M. Est- CBS 
MANAGEMENT MCA 


world traveler, 











weeks, 














commentator, and Walter Kiernan, 
INS columnist, will start alternating 
as radio columnists on WNEW, N. Y., 
Nov. 29. Programs will air Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday for 15 mins, 

Trio is down to air views and news 
for a tryout period of four or five 
James Kilgallen, father of 
| Dorothy Kilgallen, N. Y. Journal- 
American Broadway ‘columnist, .and 
an international correspondent, may 


+ 











NEWSPAPERMEN SPIEL j 
ON WNEW QUARTER HRS. 


Leo Dolan, city editor of Interna- 
tional News Service, W, W. Chaplin, 


VNEILLS’ 


By JANE WEST 


correspondent and 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER TEARS ano |{EART-THROBS 





Presented by Ivory Soap: 99° pure 



















OPENING 


BILTMORE HOTEL 


NEW YORK 


TOMORROW NIGHT 


THURSDAY 


PHIL SPITALNY 


AND HiSs : 
ing. 


| join the three already mentioned. 


_G..E. Razors Sponsor 


Charlie Grimm Program, | 


St. Louis, Noy. 22. 
Charlie Grimm, who was signed by 
ro for a gabber stint over WBBM 
fter being ousted as manager of the 
Chinies Cubs last summer, 
three-a-week program over KMOX. | 


Devoted to off-season baseball gossip! [an | 
and interviews with native fans. | 

Cy Casper, p.a. of the Browns, ap-| [i 
pears on the program with Grimm. | 


General Electric Razors is sponsor- 


| LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST 
IN CBS - WABC— 2:15to 2:30P.M. EST 
ee COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 








is on | 


CWE 


walt. tb 





ALL GIRL 
ORCHESTRA 


-Ernie Smith 










gram director, 











iS. C. 


WBIG, Greensboro, 


duction head of WCSC, Charleston, 


: , igh 5 ree i 
\ eT de 





has resumed with 
N. C., as pro-| 
Was formerly pro- | 


| =NOW-—REGAL, CHICAGO — 
| WEEK Dec. 2, NEUMAN, KANSAS CITY 


Py Sh: oer 














ne November 23, 1938 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


VARIETY 








AMERICAN NEWS’ 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 





* Indicates filmusical song. 





(Week ending Nov. 19, 1938) 


My Reverie ......... see cb ceases Coccccccccscceseces RODDINS 
“Two Sleepy People. ...........iccece wee eee ee tree Famous 
“I've Got & Pocketful of Dreams:......cccccccccccsces Santly 
Po SR Bee oe a i oe ger eye Shapiro 
PE ES na NG gos 55's 6 hdce F 4b hb 0 eee becen ens nar Famous 
PE Co aS Gaedaca cake eadeibns aoe hiee goeckcedas Robbins 
ee ee ee le ena wes dbean cea Berlin 
a a cee ee ica aete vadeaweatandes Mills 
Wr Se Cree WS PURINE iia nein cha cho ees occvccd Feist 
While a Cigaret Was Burning..:...........cccelecee ABC 
Neen ie a wwe. Bregman 
*You Must Have Been a Beautiful Baby............. Remick 
Se Se IE i a vce cescbectcecadsccoedees Lincoln 
Samay semee Got Torether oi. ckccc ciccccccccscccoes Santly 
et Eg 000s 40n as cess bneded an veseess cette coo Remick 


The others are pops. 


+ Indicates stage production song. 








Cabled Instructions Ignored, That 
Trial-by-Public Stunt Went Over 


And Home Town Boy Got Verdict 


22. 
instructions from 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 
Despite cabled 


Edwin P. Kilroe, general copyright | 
20th Century-Fox | 


attorney for 


Films in New York head office, the | 


local attorney for 20th went ahead 
with the ‘Irish justice’ version of a 
song copyright case, and, as was |! 
feared, the Argentine composer who | 
claims his tune was thefted, won out. 
Film company immediately filed ap- 
peal and took exception to the de- 
cision by the court which was held 
jin a current cinema, where the audi- | 
ence served as ‘jurors,’ in helping | 
decide the issues. The judge took 
the case under advisement on the 
motion to set aside the verdict. 


Public As Judges 


show. 


PLUG SYSTEM 8 





‘Saxless Girl Orchestra 


New all-girl orchestra of 20 pieces 
makes its debut tonight (Wed.) at 
the New York World Fair Auto 
Band is set for the length 
| of the exhibit which runs 12 days. 
| Edgar Carver, NBC arranger, heads 
| the unit which is tagged Edgar Car- 
ver’s Troubadorables. 

Composed of strings, flutes, oboes, 
ete. Only brass is three trumpets, | 
and the crew is saxless. 





Kilroe from New York to set up | 


the argument that he couldn't see | 


how a public could assist any jurist 
in determining any similarity in 
melody; that the usual procedure 
was to trace back the melodies in 
question and, often as not, it can be 
found that both are based on some 
other melodies, already in the pub- 
lic domain. 

This is the case where the Mack 
Gordon-Harry Revel song, ‘Good- 
night My Love’ (Robbins Music 
Corp.) from ‘Stowaway’ (Shirley 
Temple film) was allegedly bor- 
rowed from a tune by Juan Cala- 
bria, local tunesmoth. After the 
film was shown in the theatre, both 
melodies performed by Argentine 
musical experts, and the other evi- 
dence turned in, the public—which 
had paid an admission—also helped 
in deciding the merits of the case. 


ASCAP GROUP HEARS 





WEEKS AHEAD 
IN LONDON 


London, Nov. 11. 

BBC is operating on a schedule of 
700 dance band broadcasts during 
the year, and over such _ period 
spends near $150,000 on this one 
item. Programs include not only 
regular late sessions up till midnight, 
but cover both studio shows and re- 
mote broadcasts from hotels, res- 


taurants, clubs, niteries and also the- 
atres. 


Fitting in all the acknowledged 
maestros, and mixing the programs 
to give an even break to all the 
|music publishers, at the same time 





ROYALTY PROTESTS | to aeatn, is 2 job that takes up a lot 


Availability committee of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers last week de- 
ferred handing down decisions on the 
rating protests of Famous Music 
Corp., Santly-Joy-Select, Inc., and 
Paull-Pioneer Music Co. until it has 
had a chance to collect statistics 
bearing on the three cases. Three 
firms contend that their catalogs are 
worth far more than the number of 
availability points now allowed. 

Resumption of activity by 
availability committee indicates that 
it has no intention of further declin- 
ing to act on rating adjustments un- 
til a report had been turned in by 
the special committee inquiring into 
methods of reorganizing ASCAP’s 
royalty setup for publishers. Domi- 
nant opinion on the ASCAP board 
is that nothing material will come 
out of this study anyway. 





Albert Hay Malotte sold two songs 
to Schirmers, Inc. 
Rolling Sea’ and 


‘The 
Heart.’ 


Homing 





Harold Arlen and Ted Kohler sold 
‘Sing My Heart’ to RKO. 


the | 


of time of a permanent committee, 
Philip Brown, Leslie Perowne, John 
'Burnaby, Douglas Lawrence, Ray 
Speer and Charles Max Muller. 
Brown is variety dept’s dance band 
assistant; Perowne handles disc pro- 
grams; Muller represents remote 
broadcasts; and the others aye in the 
production programs section. 


weeks to lick just an average 45 
min. BBC dance broadcast into 
shape. After a band has been pen- 
cilled in, the remainder of the time 
|goes in fixing copyright snags, 
special fees, seeing each publisher 
gets an even deal, and settling that 
the entertainment balance is right 
by comparison with other similar 
broadcasts at and about the same 
time. 

Most of it is Philip Brown's job. 











Ditties are “The | 


Dissolve Davis Corp, 


Albany, N. Y., Nov. 
Davis Music, Inc., 


22. 


Meyer with 


principal office in New York, has | 


been dissolved. » 
Papers to this effect filed with the 
secretary of state at Albany by 


Simon, Koenigsberg & Young, Wash- | 


ington, D. C. 


Headed by Edgar Carver; 


It normally takes a period of eight 


IF SLICKO WIL 


Distributor of Books and 
Magazines Trying Out 
Sheet Music—Might Mean 


Sales Points and Aid Pub- 
lishing Biz 





WHOLESALE 


periment that the American News 


arranging to conduct. Details of the 





| Music Publishers Protective Associa- 





|sary tieups will be completed by the 
|end of this week. 


Two cities not far from New York 
will be selected for the experiment. 
Placement of sheet music by the dis- 
tributor will be limited to drugstores, 
periodical stores, tobacco shops and 
other like outlets which retail its 
magazines. For the start the sheet 
| music racks will carry from 25 to 
30 numbers, with the selections being 
made from the current best seller 
lists. 

Both the wholesaling and retailing 
lof this venture will be based on ex- 
isting prices. The American News Co. 
| will buy from a central source at the 
| Same rates allowed chain stores, the 
|music will be sold for 30c. and 35c. 





land the return privileges will be the | 
same prevailing for all other re- 
ij tailers. Distributor proposes to back 
up the experiment with considerable | 
promotion and it will see that the 
sheet music gets the right display in 
the various stores. 


If the experiment pans out success- 


outlets. 


PUBS MEET 802 ON 








Special publishers committee, with 
Elliott Shapiro as chairman, meets 
today (Wednesday) with a delega- 
tion from the New York musicians 
union to discuss the new contract 
offered by the latter for arrangers, 
copyists and proof-readers. It’s the 
first negotiatory move since the | 
terms were submitted by Local 802 
a month ago. New agreement would 
become effective Jan. 1, 1939. Com- 
parative digest of the scale and con- 
ditions was mailed to the trade last 
week by the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association. 

Walter Douglas, MPPA chairman, 
was instructed by his board at meet- 
ing last Wednesday (16) to proceed | 
with the negotiations and to call | 
another board meeting when the. 
final terms had been worked out 
with the union. 








PALOMAR’S AIR SPREE 


Les Angeles Ballroom Gives Visitors 
17 Hearings Weekly 








Band heaven as far as air pickups 
are concerned is the Palomar Ball- 
room, L. A. Spot ethers whatever 





an aggregate of 17 times weekly, 
adding up to six hours and 10 mins. 


| of local and coast-to-coast broadcasts. | 


Gene Krupa’s outfit is current. 


Most of the shots are of 15 min. | 


| and half hour duration, three days 
| of the week adding to an hour or 
more. Thursday has one hour, Fri- 
| day an hour and 15 mins., and Sat- 

urday an hour and 10 mins. 
|}and Monday are web nights aug- 
mented by extra locals. Stations are 
| KEHE and KNX. 


Thousands of Brand-New | 


First major attempt in years to ex- 
pand the number of retail outlets for | 
sheet music may result from an ex- | 


Co., one of the country’s largest dis- | 
tributors of magazines and books, is | 


project have been discussed with the | 


tion and it is expected that all neces- | 


ful the American News Co. will make 
sheet music available in thousands of 


NEW COPYIST SCALE 


crew happens to be on the bandstand | 


Sunday | 





EST 





Tighten Up on Arrangements; 


CPRE Al} HIT ETS Douglas Moves to Get Okays For 


Harry Fox to Act as Agent-Trustee 





Add: American Humor 


St. Louis, Nov. 22. 

When the St. Louis Chapter 
of the Society for the Preserva- 
tion and Encouragement of 
Barber Shop Quartet singing 
met at the Mark Twain Hotel 
| last week to select the 20 best 
|} harmonizing songs. ‘Sweet Ade- 
|} line’ fell by the wayside and 
didn’t get a vote. 

Dempster Godlove, prez of the 
local chapter opined that at the 
right place and the right time, 
after midnight, ‘Adeline’ might 
have her supporters but added 
that it is the boor of the party 
|} who hasn’t got the spirit for 
true harmony that will start 
warbling ‘Adeline’ at 8:30 p.m. 











BLUE BIRD IS 
~ GUNNING FOR 
DECCA 


RCA Victor has slashed its job- 


from 2lc to 18c with the express 


Record’s dominance of the slot ma- 
chine business. Decca declares that 





| also that it will not duplicate the 


| Practice among Victor distributors 
of taking back used records from 
coin-machine sources. 


| Victor, which has it figured that 


record at the 2lc basis, 
that the turnover in the coin-ma- 


ords a month. Also that Decca’s 
sales to such users this month will 
go over 800,000 mark. 

As part of the competitive drive 
against Decca the RCA subsid has 
made Ethel Waters, Fats Waller, 
Dick Todd and Artie Shaw avail- 
able on the Blue Bird list. 





DRUMMERS IN DEMAND 








+ 





bing price on the Blue Bird label | 


' 


purpose of moving in on Decca | 


its own price will remain at 21c and | 


Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation has started its drive to en- 
force the provision in the copyright 
law which gives the copyright owner 
the exclusive right to make an ar- 
rangement of his work. Walter 
Douglas, MPPA chairman, yesterday 
(Tuesday) addressed a letter to 
MPPA members asking them to au- 
thorize Harry Fox as agent and 
trustee to act for them in licensing 
such right of arrangement, just as 
he does in the case of mechanical 
rights. 

Attached to Douglas’s letter was a 
copy of a resolution passed by the 
MPPA board last Wednesday (16). 
This resolution urged that orchestra 
leaders, recording artists and others 
be notified that any arrangements or 
adaptations would hereafter be sub- 
ject to certain limitations and con- 
ditions. The express circumstances 
that the publishers proposed to en- 
force were to be as follows: 


1. Such arrangements or adapta- 
tions shall be and remain the prop- 
erty of the copyright proprietor. 

2. No arrangement or adaptation 
shall modify the fundamental] char- 
acter of the composition or De detri- 
mental to the honor or reputation 
of the composer or publisher. 


3. The orchestra leader or radio 
artists making the arrangement may 
retain the manuscript but the use of 
it is only for giving personal per- 
formances or in connection with 
making phonograph records for 
home use only, or in connection 
with making any duly licensed elec- 
trical transcription. 

4. No such arrangement or adap- 
tation may be published. 


5. Such arrangement of adapta- 
tion is for the personal use of the 


| artists or orchestra leader that makes 


Decca clears a profit of 1.8c per | 
estimates | 


chine field amounts to 1,250,600 rec- , 





it and neither the manuscript or the 
right to use it may be transferred. 


Coin Machines 


After Fox has obtained the re- 
quired authorizations from publish- 
ers the MPPA will then move to 
enforce this right in the making of 
phonograph records for use in coin- 
operated machines. So far the 
phonograph companies have refused 
to recognize the involved right e en 
in principle. It is now realized by 
the MPPA that before any court ac- 
tion can be brought to enforce this 
right special authorizations from the 
copyright owners in the association 


are necessary. 


Previous attempt by Fox to have 


Jitterbug Wave Gives New Glamour | the exclusive-right-to-arrange clause 
| made part of the licenses issued in 


te Skin-Beaters 





Three biggest swing bands in the | 


_country are currently in the throes 
| of shuffling drummers. 
are the most sought after cats among 
| the larger and more important out- 
| fits and as a result the best ones are 
always the object of offers from. 
| other bandleaders, Sniping of other’s 
| musicians was a heavily indulged 
| practice this summer which found 
| topnotchers in all band sections act- 
,ing like Mexican jumping beans. 


| by Dave Tough from Benny Good- 
|man’s outfit. His spot has not yet 
| been filled, Goodman relying on his 
| colored ace, Lionel Hampton, to fill 
| in till the gap is plugged. Goodman 
| is taking his time about selecting a 


replace Maurice Purtill with Tommy 
Dorsey. Tough was with Dorsey 
once before and won’t succeed Pur- 
till until he recovers from a cur- 
rent illness. 

Third skin-beater set to be shifted 
is Artie Shaw’s. Latter has made 
several chanves lately and currently 
has Bernie Privins of Tommy Dor- 
| sey’s trumpet section set to step into 
his (Shaws) band next week. 





Hoagy Carmichael and Frank 
| Toesser cleffed title song and ‘Who 
Dunit’ for Paramount's 
‘Some Like It Hot.’ 


Skin-beaters | 


} 


Most important post is that exited | 


replacement as Tough has been out | 


nearly a month. Although nothing’s |_|: ‘ 
been signed yet, Tough is booked to | which he kept after the two split. 


behalf of copyright Owners was re- 
jected by the phonograph companies. 
Latter insisted that they be per- 
mitted to continue to opergte on the 
basis of the old license which covers 
only the right to record. 


WILL HUDSON, RECUPED, 
READY TO REORGANIZE 


Will Hudson, who disbanded his 
orchestra several months ago in order 
to retire to a Lake George, N. Y., 
retreat for a rest, will shortly start 
reorganizing. He will be back in the 
band field after the first of the year. 
Hudson disbanded the crew which he 
‘and Eddie Delange co-directed and 








At the time Hudson loosed his crew 
he received promises from the men 
who remained nearly intact under his 
baton for a number of years that they 
would return to his leadership when- 
ever he was ready. 


Spitalny at Biltmore 


Phil Spitalny opens at the Bilt- 








, more hotel, N, Y., tomorrow (Thurs- 
_day) for a three-week stay. 


picture, | 


Following the all-girl unit’s: run 


‘Horace Heidt will return to the spot. 
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33 VARIETY 


Canned Music Opera Troupe 
Runs Afoul Theatre Unions; 


MUSIC—_CONCERTS Wednesday, November 23, 1938 
ae 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. : 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and Cas 
(WABC) computed for the week from Monday through Sunday (Nov. 14-20). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8a. m.tola.m, In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, + legit 
tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself, 






































which has been sponsoring travelling 
troupes of unemployed singers, stage 
hands and mechanics, was denied 
temporary injunctions Friday (18) by 
Supreme Court Justice Hofstadter, 
N. Y., to stop AFM and the IATSE 
because they are conducted with the 
aid of ‘canned music.’ Judge Hof- 
stadter decided, instead, to place the 
case on for immediate trial to de- 
cide whether a permanent stay 
should be granted. Besides the 
unions, Joseph N. Weber and George 
E. Browne, the respective presidents, 
are also named defendants in the ac- 
tion. The plaintiff corp., through 
Mrs. Harold M. Lehman, niece of 
Governor Lehman, who is one of the 
organizers of Opera-On-Tour charges 
the defendants with conspiracy. 

Mrs. Lehman’s stepfather, Arthur 
de Young, is president of the organi- 
zation and Mrs. de Young vice presi- 
dent. Tour started last month and 
was scheduled to wind up yesterday 
(Tuesday) at Chapel Hill, N. C. 
Mrs, Lehman said that the calling off 


(Continued on page 45) 





Whiteman’s Worcester Dates 


Worcester, Nov. 22. 
Paul Whiteman is set for four one- 
hour programs here nights of Jan. 
23 and 24 under auspices of Aletheia 
Grotto. In connection with Grotto 
circus at Municipal Auditorium. 








edict and talked of sponsoring leg- 
islation to protect themselves. 

Stated that the action in putting 
themselves under Moss’ jurisdiction 
will be ‘merely a formality,’ since 
the commissioner has given them a 
written memorandum to the effect 
that in his opinion the 5% commis- 
sion clause in the employment 
agency law is invalid as applying to 
them. Managers believe that indi- 
cates that they will be given what- 
ever protection licensing provides, 
but will be no more vulnerable than 
before to refusal of their clients to 
pay commissions larger than 5%. 

Managers expect to go along under 
the commissicner’s rule to see how 
that plan works out. License appli- 
cations expire next May and if the 
plan hasn’t proved satisfactory by 
then, renewals will not be taken out. 
Managers’ reason for resisting the li- 
censing move in the first place was 
fear that their present fees of from 
25% to 50% would be sliced to 5% 
to conform with the employment 
agency law. Decision to submit to 
licensing was reached after several 
conferences with Vincent Calenda, 
attorney and secretary to the license 
commission. David Marshall Holtz- 
man is attorney for the managers, 





Adolph Deutsch doing the musi- 
cal score for ‘Unfit to Print’ at War- 
ners. ae > oo 





























A Smash Musical Success 
Brings You Ghree Big Hits! 


7 JEEPERS CREEPERS 


by Harry WARREN & Johnny MERCER 


Presented in the inimitable style of the 
mistress of swing — MAXINE SULLIVAN 


SAY IT WITH A KISS 


by Harry WARREN & Johnny MERCER 


The sensational nursery novelty offered 
by Dick POWELL, Maxine SULLIVAN 
and Louis ARMSTRONG 


MUTINY :: NURSERY 


‘GOING PLACES’ 
DICK POWELL 


ANITA LOUISE - RONALD REAGAN - ALLEN JENKINS” 
WALTER CATLETT- HAROLD HUBER 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG > MAXINE SULLIVAN 
* 


- 


by Johnny MERCER 


You'll heer them eli in 
The WARNER BROS. hit 


Directed by RAY ENRIGHT 








M. WITMARK & SONS, RCA Bidg. New York + Norman Foley, Pref. Manager 
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Inside Stufl—Music 


Local 802 of the AFM’s benefit at the Manhattan Opera House, N. Y., 
last week, in behalf of its medical fund was a sellout. Refurbished MOH 
has a capacity of 5,000 and a crowd which must have exceeded that figure 
forced city fireman to close the doors about an hour and a half after they 
were opened. Even ticket holders who had ducats in advance were left 
holding ’em on the sidewalk, About half as many as were in the house 
were turned away. 

It was the smoothest run of all the giant band outings of the past season, 
and the topper of ’em all. 





the thing to be shuttled back and forth across the stage proper. 

Worked by using only the center portion of the stage itself and alter- 
nately loading and exiting each end of the shuttle affair with bands. Some 
30 or more of the biggest name crews now in New York showed up and 
the close figuring of time consumed by each showed in the signoff. Orig- 
inally advertised as lasting till six in the morning, that was changed to 
five just priomto the outing and the last crew faded at 5:08 a.m. 

Sam Tabak, one of the union execs made a short curtain speech. He 
said in effect that nowhere in the world could a lover of music of any 
type find such proficient musicians and bands as are to be found in this 
country. And it was possible because there is absolutely no discrimina- 
tion of color or creed in the band world. Bands are rated by what they 
can do and not who or what its members are, 





On his trip north from New Orleans last week John G. Paine, general 

manager of the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
stopped off at Jackson, Miss., for a conference with the state’s attorney- 
general on the application of Mississippi's privilege tax law to the Society. 
This law requires that loca] licensing for all outside firms doing business 
in Mississippi. 
Paine asked that the state’s tax commission supply him with a memo- 
randum showing that ASCAP must do to comply with the statute and also 
explaining just where the performing rights combine fits into the pro- 
visions of this revenue code, 





Current instance of an old tune staging a sheet counter comeback as the 
result of a few air plugs is ‘Mexicali Rose.’ Bing Crosby happened to 
include the song in his recollection bit on the Kraft Music Hall (NBC). 
A band leader here and there got a call to do it from the cafe listeners, 
and the boom on sheet copies started. Two New York jobbers between 
them last week disposed of over 1,000 copies. 

‘Mexicali Rose’ didn’t come within rating when it was originally pub- 
lished in 1923 by W. A. Quincke, of Los Angeles, In 1935 the copyright 
was assigned by Quincke to M. M. Cole, of Chicago, Jack B. Tenney and 
Helen Stone were the writers. 





Renewal assignment which Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. filed in Washington 
on the tune, ‘Melancholy,’ was strictly from Maybelle E. Watson Bergmann, 
who in a recent suit claimed that she wrote the original words of the 
number, Before filing suit in the N. Y. supreme court Mrs. Bergmann’s 
counsel sought to have the Joe Morris Music Co, put her name on the 
title sheet of ‘My Melancholy Baby.’ Latter firm replied that it couldn’t 
understand why she had delayed the request for 27 years and, what was 
more to the point, she had never had anything to do with the writing of 
the song which became popularized as ‘My Melancholy Baby.’ The words 
she wrote for ‘Melancholy’ were never published, 





Rumor that Harry Link will quit Irving Berlin, Inc., to become general 
manager of Leo Feist, Inc., has again popped up in music publishing 
circles. Link also again makes stout denial of any such move. Before 
leaving for the Coast Jack Robbins is reported to have offered the post of 
Feist professional manager to Link, with proviso also that he can bring 
over Nick Kenny, songwriter and columnist for the N. Y. Mirror. Jonie 
Taps, professional head of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., got a similar nod from 
Robbins but turned down the proposition, 





British Performing Rights Society has reached an all-time high for the 
number of licenses issued to places of entertainment in the British Isles. 
License holders amount to over 40,000. 





Arthur Norris and Ernie Smith 
wrote ‘Do It the Lambeth Way’ for 
publication by Davis & Swegler. 


Cy Feuer 


the Street’ at Republic. 








‘Have a Heart,’ ditty cleffed by 





Sam Pokrass and Walter Bullock 





and William Lava | 
turned in the score of ‘Orphans of | 





Mickey Rooney and Sidney Miller, 
! will be published by Berlin. 





wrote ‘Viola’ for Don Ameche in ‘The . 


Three Musketeers’ at 20th-Fox. 


Mordhin Ballet Toned 
Up for 1939 Season; 
More New York Dates 


Mordkin ‘Ballet, which recently 
played a six-performance engage- 
ment at the Alvin, N. Y., has been 
brought back to town for minor re- 
organization and a series of repeat 
New York dates. Switch in plans 





Union itself underwrote, at negligible cost | resulted from the outfit’s click in its 
after a gander at it, the installation of a stage built on tracks enabling | first Broadway appearance this sea- 


son, 
Actual dates for the repeat ap- 
pearances are expected to be Jan. 8 


|and the three succeeding Sunday 


nights at a theatre to be selected. 
Improbable that any new produc- 
tions will be offered at this time, 
but the ballets given during the 
previous date will be slightly re- 
vised and tightened. Also possible 
some minor cast changes will be 
made. i 

Mordkin troupe may embark on a 
tour this spring, but the main idea 
of the New York dates, both the pre- 
vious ones and the forthcoming 
series, is to provide a buildup for a 
projected nationwide tour next sea- 
son. Ballet was completely reor- 
ganized this season. 
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT LOVE 


FORGET IF YOU CAN 


Watch Out For 
AMONG THOSE SAILING 
and 


PEPITO AND HIS VIOLIN 


as well as new announcements 
in this space every week. 
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OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 


FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 
JIMMY McHUGH’S 


“With All My Heart” 
LEO FEIST, INC. 


LARGEST and best dance 
ballroom in St. Louis is 
available for lease or sale. 
Write ELLIOTT S. MILLER, 
hi N. 11th St., St. Louis, 

0. 
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CONCERT—DANCE BANDS 


VARIETY 39 








COLLEGE RHYTHM 


The third of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as regards 
modern dance music and dance bands. 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 
have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as a 
whole rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has Variety given 





further instructions as to what was to be said or how. These articles ap- 
ar as the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions 
being their own. 
vairety publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross- | 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands, with | 


‘the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the 


college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the 


VANDERBILT | 


By Emmett O’Callazhan, ’3 
(Vanderbilt ‘Masquerader’) 

Though not exactly in the heart of Dixie or on the banks of the historic 
Mississippi, Vanderbilt’s proud towers do rise in the warm southern sun 
surrounded by the lushness of wooded Tennessee, close onto the banks of 
the Cumberland which finally terminates at the Mississippi. So Vander- | 
pilt is simply showing her southern blood and reflecting the culture of the 
warmhearted south when she proves herself to be fond of gay music and 
dancing. 

And believe us she is. It may be small but the social heart of this school 
peats mightily. There are dances and functions sufficient to wear many | 
a good man down to nothing. There isn’t a single room in any frat house | 
but has its radio moaning low most of the time. Especially during those 
long night hours when Sammy Kaye and Freddy Martin are mixed with | 
‘The Principles of Banking’ and ‘The History of Civilization.’ The dances 
and proms are as steady and continual as water dripping from a leaky 
faucet. 

It might not be out of place here to say a few words about the local 
situation. Vanderbilt located in Nashville, a city of about 150,000 which 
does not support night spots large enough to present other than hometown |: 
talent. The best orchestra in Nashville or anywhere near Nashville is 
Francis Craig’s. Craig plays at a downtown hotel, at all the larger frat | 
and sorority affairs and at Belle Meade Country Club. We are very fond 
of our boy Francis. He is a graduate of Vanderbilt and has written several | 
tunes, including his theme, ‘Red Rose.’ 

Kay Kyser Encored 

For our Junior Prom which comes in March and the Finals in June we | 
don’t have a very large field to pick from as we have to select from the 
bands that will be in this section of the country at'that time; that is in 
Chattanooga or Knoxville, Memphis or Birmingham. Not that we would | 
take anything after it had been in Knoxville, because God knows we don’t 
want any part of anything that came from the University of Tennessee. 
In the last four years the only band which has been honored with an en- 
core or second appearance at Vanderbilt has been Kay Kyser. He played 
the Finals two years straight by popular demand. 

Other bands that have appeared here included Jan Garber, Jimmy 
Dorsey, Will Osborne, Gus Arnheim, Joe Sanders, Johnny Hemp, Al Katz 
and Don Bestor. Of these Garber was probably the best liked, both be- 
cause of the band’s sweet music and the vocalists, and because of little 
Jan’s showmanship. Jimmy Dorsey’s music was plenty good though hard 
to dance too at times. When Dorsey played ‘It’s the Dreamer in Me’ for 
us, it was practically the first time we had heard it and it was mighty, 
mighty easy to listen to. Arnheim’s drummer held our attention; he almost 
tore the place apart in some of his more frenzied interludes. Don Bestor 
didn’t go across so hot. His music was OK but his personality too cold. 

Other bands that have played in Nashville include Dick Jurgens who 
was quite a hit, Ted Weems and Jimmy Rogers. Also Barney Rapp, with 
his delightful way of moving from slow tunes into fast ones and vice versa, | 
without stopping, and his very melodic theme. 

As to the bands that haven’t appeared here in recent years we are ac- | 
quainted with them only by the radio. Right near the first we have to 
name is Tommy Dorsey. There’s a band and there’s another swell theme. 
Anyone who hears that trombone and doesn’t stand enraptured ain’t 
human. Dorsey doesn’t waste a note. Some*of his arrangements are 
classics. His ‘Song of India,’ to begin with, and following that with ‘Marie,’ 
as the band is singing that ‘....petting in the park, living in a great big 
way, Mammy’ background. And then the rather similar arrangements of 
‘Who’ and ‘I'll Dream Tonight’ (‘Goodnight, Goodnight, Goodnight’). Late- 
ly his recording of ‘Night and Day,’ Golly, that’s wonderful! Especially 
the first of it. Some of Tommy’s arrangements are too hot and hard to 
listen too, as for instance ‘Stop Beating Around the Mulberry Bush.’ They 
wear us out, . 

Right along side of Dorsey, Hal Kemp. Not for any particular arrange- 
ments though, of course, his ‘Got a Date With an Angel’ and ‘Study in 
Brown’ are swell, but for his style of warmly romantic music. 

And Benny Goodman—King of Swing—for his pulsating, almost physical 
music. Goodman can really swing; there’s nothing very subtle about his 
music unless it’s his trio. 

And Russ Morgan. There’s another excellent musician. When Morgan 
plays a tune it really turns out—each note, each instrument just right. At 
least that’s the way it sounds to us and we don’t know one note about 
music. His recording of ‘Linger Awhile’ and ‘Stumblin’,’ both on the same 
platter, is something to rave about. His rendition of ‘So Help Me’ will set 
you to writing poetry it’s so pretty. 

In general, Vanderbilt likes its music not too hot or, more precisely, not 
too eccentric. It must remain easy and natural, flowing and casual, and 
not be stretched all out of shape with so many variations and interpola- 
tions and so much jamming that you can’t even recognize what the original 
tune is, or was, or might possibly have been. It must keep its melody, its 
lightness and gracefulness. After all, we’re dancing to it. And southerners 
still love to dance—would rather dance than eat. Those colorful dances 
and pleasurable times pictured in the first pages of ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
are brought to mind by some of Vanderbilt’s dances. 

(Next week: Vassar) 
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GUILD CHARGES NBC, CBS EXERCISE 
MONOPOLY IN CONCERT BOOKINGS 





RACE CASE DISMISSED 


Colored Lawyer Testifies He Bought | 
the Ballroom Admissions 








| 

Two suits involving the Civil | 
Rights Law against the Brooklyn 
(Roseland, N. Y.), public ballroom, 
were dismissed in Municipal Court, 
N. Y., last week. Actions were filed 
by two colored girls who each de- 
manded $500 damages alleging the 
management of the ballroom had re- 
fused them admission. 

Management of the ballroom made 
offers to settle which were refused. 
Trial jury decided against the pair 
when their attorney, also colored, | 
admitted that he had obtained ad- 
mission to the dance palace. 


BAND BOOKINGS 


Artie Shaw, Strand theatre, N. Y.., 
Feb. 3 

Joe Venuti, Chase hotel, St. Louis, 
Nov. 25, one week. 

Irving Margraff Trio, Congress 
hotel, Chicago, Nov. 22, four weeks. 

Ran Wilde, Hofbrau, San Diego, 
Call., Dec. 1, five weeks. 

Jack Marshard, Statler hotel, De- 
troit, Dec. 6. 


Frank Gagen, De Witt Clinton ho- 
tel, Albany, N. Y., Dec. 26. 


Happy Felton, Sherman hotel, Chi- 
cago, Nov. 29. 

Joe Reichman, Nicollet hotel, Min- 
neapolis, Dec. 3. 

Anson Weeks, 
Chicago, Nov. 7. 

Griff Williams, Trianon ballroom, | 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Bob Crosby, Chicago theatre, Chi- 
cagor, Nov. 25. 

George Hamilton, 
Cleveland, Dec, 13. 

‘We Two,’ strollers, Statler hotel, 
Boston, Nov. 21. 

Joseph Sudy stays at Sir Francis 
Drake hotel, San Francisco, ‘till Jan. 


Aragon ballroom, 


Statler hotel, 


Al Kavelin extended at New Penn 
Club, Pittsburgh, until Feb. 1. 

Leon Mojica current at El Patio, 
San Francisco. 

Sophisticates, Ft. Hayes hotel, Co- 
lumbus, O., Dec. 3; Floridians, Or- 
lando hotel, Decatur, Ill., Nov. 24; 
Embassy Four, Gibson hotel, Cincin- 
nati, Nov. 25. 

Curt Houck extended at Radisson 
hotel, Minneapolis, until Dec. 10. 





On the Upbeat 


Red French, Solly LaPerche, 
Tommy Tarshis and Klorman 
Schmidt, have joined Happy Felton’s 
reorganized band in Philly. 











Johnny Meklas, No. 1 tenor sax 
with Tommy Carlyn outfit at Bal- 
conade, Pittsburgh, has quit to join 
Harry Candullo outfit, with Salva- 
tore Battles replacing him. 


| 





Wanda and Her Escorts lifted at | 
Hotel Henry, Pittsburgh, until Dec. 1 

when they go to Hotel Statler in St. | 
Louis for indefinite engagement. | 





Ray Herbeck off on tour of one- 
nighters following 10-week stand at | 
Willows, Pittsburgh, which has 
closed for season. Returns to town 
Dec. 9 for run at Bill Green’s Casino | 
after Earl Mellen outfit checks out. | 





Lawrence Welk winds up 13-week 
stay at William Penn Hotel’s Chat- 
terbox, Pittsburgh, Dec. 30. 





Sammy Kaye band will be the | 
‘Band of the Week’ on Ray Perkins’ | 
program on WOR Dec. 4. 





Gene Krupa’s picture for Para- | 
mount will be labeled ‘Some Like It | 
Hot’ switched from ‘Jitterbugs | 
Sometimes Swing.’ Bob Hope and 
Shirley Ross will be featured. 





} 
Enoch Light set for Taft Hotel, | 
N. Y., Grill until next spring. George | 


Hail had been reported as returning. 





Jimmie Lunceford orchestra bowed | 


out of the Kit Kat Club, east side 

New York spot, last week, and will 

replace Eddie DeLange at the re- 
(Continued on page 53) 
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| of concert and opera stars 
appearances on 





'Precipitate Bad Feeling by Belated Demand for 


Chance to Testify Before FCC—Sour Echoes to 


Menuhin Incident 





Washington, Nov. 22. 
Charges that NBC and CBS have 
‘together acquired monopolistic con- 
trol’ of the concert management 
business hurled last week by the 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 


Inc., in a plea to present evidence at | 
alleged | 


the FCC investigation of 
monopolistic practices in the radio 
industry NBC performers range 
from ‘concert artists to three goats 
for a bock beer party,’ 
AGMA, in a petition 
the FCC. 

‘The monopoly has not only re- 
strained competition among radio 
stations for the services of the art- 
ists,’ the guild insisted, ‘but has re- 


sulted in great injustice to the art- | 


ists, who have been left with no 
practical alternative than to submit 
to management by CBS or NBC 
and/or through controlled com- 


panies. 

‘By purchase and consolidation of 
a vast majority of. the then inde- 
managers, NBC, Inc., and 
CBS, Inc., have acquired (directly 
or through subsidiaries) a monopo- 
listic stranglehold on the 
whose 
radio are essential 
to the radio industry, with the result 
that competition for the services of 
these artists has been stifled.’ 





Negotiations Called Off 


As a result of AGMA’s interven- 
tion in the FCC hearings, negotia- 


tions with the two major concert bu- | 


reaus, Columbia Concerts Corp. and 
NBC Artists Service, have been 
broken off. Concert officials have 
charged the union with ‘breach of 
faith’ in intervening im the hearings, 
while AGMA execs say they noti- 
fied both managements of their in- 


anguished | 
submitted to | 


services | 


; tention of taking such action unless 
| the negotiations produced definite re- 
| sult. 

With the breaking off of negotia- 
tions, AGMA is expected to request 

| the Screen Actors Guild to refuse to 
grant agency licenses to Columbia 
Concerts or NBC Artists Service, 
thereby preventing them from oper- 
ating as agents of film talent. SAG 
is expected to okay request, since it 
has already indicated that one of its 
requirements for granting an agency 
license to any applicant will be that 
it observe the rules of all SAG af- 
filiates. Both SAG and AGMA are 
members of the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America, the Amer- 
| ican Federation of Labor interria- 
tional union of all performers in 
show business. 

Meanwhile, AGMA’s relations with 

the Los Angeles symphony orchestra 
are unsettled. Union has notified 
the management that it is willing to 
let the matter drop if three condi- 
tions are met. Two of the stipula- 
tions are that the management must 
assume full blame for Yehudi Men- 
| uhin’s recent appearance with the 
| orchestra in violation of its Guild- 
shop contract with AGMA and it 
must promise that in future the con- 
tract will be carried out to the let- 
ter. Third requirement is that the 
management must reimburse AGMA 
for its expenses in meeting the sit- 
uation brought about by Menuhin’s 
appearance. Understood the Los An- 
geles outfit is ready to carry out the 
first two points but is balking at the 
third. 

If all three stipulations are not 
carried out, AGMA is threatening to 
boycott all future Southern Cali- 
fornia Symphony Assn. (which man- 
ages the Los Angeles orchestra) ac- 

(Continued on page 52) 











Five Star Song Hits! 


A Hit Parade Story In Song 


* 


By Sam Coslo 


AN OLD CURIOSITY SROP 


w, Abner Silver and Guy Wood 


The Year's Biggest Torch Ballad 


jc ~—- WHO BLEW OUT THE FLAME? 


By Mitchell Parish an 


Honolulu’s 


* 


By G 


A Distinctive Novelty— 


ANNABELLE 


* 


By Wayne King, Burke 


From the M-G-M 


d Sammy Fain 


No. 1 Song Hit 


A SONG OF OLD HAWAII 


ordon Beecher and Johnny Noble 


Bigger Than “Josephine” 


Bivens and Mitchell Parish 


Picture “The Great Waltz” 


x ONE DAY WHEN WE WERE YOUNG 


By O 


scar Hammerstein it and Joh 


ann Strauss !! 
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_ 000 set uv. Concessions leased. 


40 VARIETY 


VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 





Wednesday, November 23, 1938 








Lowiews on New York Niteries, 
With Chart of Operating Set-Ups, 
Prepared by Benton & Bowles 





To give operators of nite clubs 
throughout America the lowdown on 
leading establishments in -Manhat- 
tan, a unique job of research has just 
been completed and issued in bro- 
chure form by Benton & Bowles ad- 
vertising agency. It’s a stunt for Cal- 
vert whiskey. It bears the title ‘In- 
side Facts.. Survey was made six} 
months ago. 

Data includes capacities, average | 
business done [by the number of 
patrons; not in money receipts], and 
other policies followed. Exceptional 
for its factual nature the brochure 
reveals these facts [the only short- 
coming being the absence of supper 
tariffs, which constitute the most 
lucrative income to most of the class 
rooms catering to so-called cafe so- | 
ciety]: 








STORK CLUB 

Rent—$8,000 annually; concession, 
$12,000. | 

Food—$2.50 to $3.50, table d’hote. | 

Entertainment—Two bands, $1,500 
weekly. 

Employees—42 waiters, 13 captains, | 
10 bus boys, six cooks, six hat-check 
girls, two outside doormen, three in- 
side doormen, two page boys, four 
washroom attendants, 10 barmen. 

Capacity—250; overflow, 50; bar, 50. 

Weekly average—8,000 customers. 

RAINBOW ROOM 

Rent—Owner-operated concessions. 

Food—$3.50 dinner, 

Entertainment—Orchestra, sophis- | 
ticated specialties. 

Employees—247; 28 cooks, one chef, 
five pastry cooks, three butchers, 
five vegetable cooks, nine pantrymen, 
five kitchen men, 100 waiters, 11 
captains, 14 bus boys, 13 barmen, 53 
dishwashers. 

Capacity—350; no bar. 

Weekly average—4,800. 

LE COQ ROUGE 


Rent—$14,000 annually. Conces- 
sions leased. 

Food—Luncheon, $1.25; dinner, 
$2.50. 
~Entertainment—Six-piece orches- 


tra; Hawaiian trio. , 
Employees—20 waiters, three cap- 
tains, six bus boys, four barmen, 14 
kitchen help, two doormen, six coat- 
room attendants, 
Capacity—1i20; 
stairs; bar 40. 
Weekly average—1,800. 
SAVOY PLAZA CAFE LOUNGE 
Food—Entirely a la carte. Prices 
reasonable. : ; 
Entertainment—Six-piece orches- 
tra: name entertainer. 
Employees—One maitre d’hotel, 
five head waiters, 30-40 waiters, six 
bus boys, two hatcheck girls. 
Capacity—150; bar 20. — 
Weekly average—2,500. 
VERSAILLES 





overflow, 75 up- 


Capacity—175; bar 50. 
Weekly average—1,250. 
LEON AND EDDIE’S 





Rent—$15,000 annually. 
Food—$2.00 to $3.50, a la carte and 
table d’hote. 

Entertainment—Two bands; floor | 
show of six acts. 
Employees—Three shifts of waiters, 


| 34 men in each; eight captains, 10) 


bus boys, seven dishwashers, two 
chefs, 12 assistant chefs, eight bar- 
men, six hatcheckers, two wash- 
room attendants. 
Capacity—380; bar 30. 
Weekly average—4,000. 
CASA MANANA | 
Rent — Undisclosed. Spot repre- 
sents an overall investment of $2,- 
000,000. | 
Food—$2.00 to $4.75. table d’hote. | 
No a la carte at dinner. 
Entertainment — Two bands. Pre- 
tentious floor show. 
Employees — Varies between 108 | 
and 125 waiters, 15. captains, kitchen 
crew of 60. 
Capacity—1,250; bar, 200. 
Weekly average—12,000. | 
EL MOROCCO 
Rent—$12,000 annually. All con- 
cessions leased to one individual. 
Food—Accommodation rather than 
feature. Entirely a la carte; expen- 
sive, 
Entertainment—Two bands. 
one quarter of week’s nut. 
Employees — Four captains, 20 
waiters, five bus boys, two hatcheck 
girls, one cigaret girl, two page 
boys, two doormen, three comfort 
room attendants. 
Capacity—175; overflow 75; bar 50. 
Weekly average—3,800. 
MARGUERY 
Rent: Leased independently from 
N. Y. Central Railroad which also 
owns Marguery hotel. Concessions 
run by hotel. 
Food — Luncheon $1.75; 
$2.75. A la carte available. 
Entertainment — None, although 
music was formerly used at cocktails 
and dinner and may, be used again 
when business warrants. 
Employees—Average four captains, 
18-20 waiters, four bus boys, five bar- 
men; two barboys, one chef, one as- 
sistant chef 14 cooks. Varies greatly 
with season due to summer garden. 
Capacity—125 restaurant; 175 gar- 
den; 2 bars 60. 
Weekly average — 1,000 winter; 
1,400 summer. 


Cost 


dinner 


: _ ONYX 

Rent — Undisclosed. Concessions 
not leased out. 

Food—Entirely ala carte. Limited 
number dishes available. Prices 
fairly expensive. 

Employees—Three captains, seven 





Rent—Undisclosed. Spot cost $150,- 


Food—Entirely a la carte. Dinner 
expensive. Luncheon, $1.10-1.75. 
Entertainment—Three bands, $1,900 
weekly. 
Emvloyees—Varies between 127- 
145. Payroll. $11.000 monthly. 
Capacity—350; bar 50. 
Weekly iverace—? 800. 
LARUE 
Rent—Concessions leased out. 
Food—Entirely a la carte; expen- 
sive. After 11 p.m. prices rise. . 
Entertainment—Two bands; singer. 
Never formal floor show. 
Emnloyees—One head waiter, five 
captains, 16 waiters, one chef, nine 
cooks. 


waiters, five kitchen help, three bar- 
-tenders, two bus boys, two hatcheck 
girls, one doorman, 

Capacity—165; bar 65. 

Weekly average—1,900. 

PARADISE 

Rent—Undisclosed. 

Food—$1.50 to $3.25 table d’hote. 
A la carte available. 

Entertainment—Two bands. 
tentious floor show. 

Employees—176 in all, including 
orchestra, stage crew, electricians, 
page boys, doorman, bartenders, kit- 
chen crew, cashiers, bookkeepers, 
auditors, chorus, actors-actresses, 
wardrobe mistresses, cleaning staff, 
check room staff, head waiter, cap- 
tains, bus boys, waiters, banquet 


Pre- 
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manager, press dept., manager, pro- 
ducer, 

Capacity—1,000; bar 50. 

Weekly average—7,000. 

COLONY CLUB 

Rent—$10,000 annually plus 7% of 
gross. Concession not leased. 

Food—Entirely a la carte. Elab- 
orate and fabulously expensive. 

Entertainment—None at any time. 

Employees—Two-owner-head wait- 
ers, one head waiter, six captains, 20 
waiters, eight bus boys, one chef, one 
assistant chef, assistant staff of 29, 
seven dishwashers, one cellar stew- 
ard, one dining room steward. 

Capacity—300; bar 60. 

Weekly average—1,400. | 


e 15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 
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NEW ACTS 





ELEANORE WHITNEY 


Paramount, N. Y. 

Eleanore Whitney, from pictures, 
is doing a routine of two dances on 
her stage engagement here. An agile 
rhythmic tap and a shag novelty, 
both neatly done, score for her very 
satisfactorily. Technique excellent 
but the routines not sensational. 

Miss Whitney is spotted early and 
makes a smart appearance in a black 
costume, Char. 


BEA WAIN 
Singing 


| 10 Mins. 


Paramount, N. Y. 
Soloist carried by the Larry Clin- 


| ton swing band, Bea Wain is a radio 


There were 55 shows on B’way, | 
new top for the season. Biz looking | 
up. | 

Frank Crumit held over at the N. | 
Y. Palace from the preceding week | 
and built up his hit. Did only 12) 
minutes, which helped to leave them 
hungry. Nora Bayes was topper 
and Jack Denny band and York and 
King the only other well known in 
a three-hour show which included 





no dancing act. 





Three men show toppers at the 
N. YY. Riverside; Donald Brian, 
Bruce Bairnsfather and Tom Smith. 
Brian was one of the few legits who 
realized what vaude wanted. 





Jean Acker, at the 5th Av. billing 
herself as ‘Mrs. Rudolph Valentino 
the first.’ Doing a sketch. Charles 
Aherne had shelved the bicycles at 
last and featuring his hobo band. 





Pert Kelton, the dancer, at Keith’s 
Boston, and holding her end up. Her 
dad batoned the orch and her 
mother did a cornet bit. 





Chi Palace had two men and five 
women, none of the latter in the 
flapper class. Florence Walton, Ju- 
liet and Vera Michalena the top 
women. 





U. S. Supreme Court found for 
the plaintiff, Charles G. Binderup, 
of Omaha, in the first top decision 
in a restraint of trade case. Held 
as far-reaching. 





Wall Street. growing cold toward 
film promotions. Several gyp prop- 
ositions iced the enthusiasm. 





Pieture theatres around N. Y. were 
letting song - pluggers tout their 
songs at ‘Song Writers Festivals’ one 
night a week. 





Ethel Barrymore floppo in ‘The 
Royal Fandango.’ She planned to go 
out later in ‘The Laughing Lady.’ 





House of Lords ruled against the 
English Performing Rights Society. 
Temporary victory for the variety 
theatres. 





Dance places around N. Y. were 
utilizing vaude layoffs to pulmotor 
biz on off nights. Acts appreciated 
the coin. 





Big time raiding the small time 
for comedy acts. Had shortage and 
smallies got promoted. 





St. Louis pic house building biz 
with a weekly ankle contest. Wom- 
en stood behind a drop raised just 
enough to show off the pedals. Four 
prizes weekly. 





Galli-Curci in a jam with Chi 
Op. They wanted her to open in 
‘Lakme.’ She no wanna. 





De Wolf Hopper opera co blew up 
in Kansas City after five weeks of a 
10-week season. Artists and chorus 
paid, but not the rent. 


KELLY TOURS PHILLY — 
CAFES FOR AFA PACTS 








| BUDDY CLARK 


find whose future possibilities with 
Clinton appear excellent. Well 


| equipped with looks and personality, 


Miss Wain is also a singer of no 
mean ability who can do swing as 
well as ballads. A very clear voice 
and effective selling are assets. She’s 
been on the air on her own before 
she allied with Clinton. 

Miss Wain’s routine consists of a 
swingy pop of not such late date; ‘In 
My Reverie,’ sung straight as a bal- 
lad, and ‘Martha’ fitted to a unique 
swing style. Char. 





Singing 
12 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Buddy Clark is from radio, having 
been on the Lucky Strike ‘Hit Pa- 
rade’ and aiso on Mutual in a series 
for this cig outfit. He has a very 
fine voice and excellent diction but 
doesn’t put enough selling into his 
singing. Clark’s appearance good, 
however. He’s been here before, 
and in pictures; this is printed for 
the record as Variety’s New Act 
files finds him missing. 

Doing four numbers here, among 
them ‘Ain’t Necessarily So,’ which 
due to its length would make a rou- 
tine of three songs sufficient. The 
Gershwin number from ‘Porgy and 
Bess’ is sold best by Clark. Others 
are recent pops. 

Clark registered well when ——_ 

w. 


JANS and LYNTON Co. (1) 
Dance 

10 Mins.; Three 

Loew’s State, New York 

Jans-Lynton and the ‘Co.’ are so 
equally divided in their chores it’s 
difficult to identitfy Frank Brooks 
with the stellar pair. Brooks, solo, 
does an assortment of rhumba, tango, 
waltz and straightaway taps. 

The couple work formally and in- 
formally, featuring an eccentric ‘rag 
doll’ number in the latter category. 
Otherwise, it’s polite stepping, run- 
ning from ballroom to eccenjric. 

Trio open at the State and niake a 
consistently fine impression through- 
out their 10 minutes. Abel. 


JOE RINES Orch (11), with FRAZEE 
eas (2) and the Rug Cutters 
Variety 

25 Mins.; Full 

Loew’s State, New York 

This is Joe Rines’ first stage date of 
any importance, although he’s been 
around in class niteries, hotels, etc., 
most recently playing all summer 
atop the Hotel St. Regis’ Viennese 
Roof, New York, where Prince Serge 
Obolensky introduced the Lambeth 
Walk. Thus, Rines is getting Lam- 
beth Walk billing. Maestro makes 
mention of it, although it would re- 
flect even a shade better if he em- 
phasized that the St. Regis is where 
Gertrude Lawrence and Obolensky 
first introed the English dance-step. 

Basically, Rines has a strong stage 
act. He knows how to mix it up, and, 
embellished by the Frazee Sisters (2) 
with their sock vocalizing, plus a 
shag-dancing quartet for the finale, 
it holds plenty. 

The Frazees look better than ever, 
their arrangements and style evi- 
dencing plenty of skull-practice. The 
sisters well nigh tie it up here. 

Rines’ team is a versatile 11, exclu- 


sive of himself, including three 

ree pers, = strings, lene Pass 
string bass. Rines also toots ‘ 
ay 2 Sovamad, _—— 

His eoffs on Lombardo, Kj 

Fields and Goodman; his ALT 
ona world tour, with special nation- 
alistic orchestra touches, and the rest 
of ta are all comneretee. 

e Rug Cutters (4), shagsters 
finale with their jitterbugging on a 
little Lambeth Walking, which is 
where Rines heralds his connection 
with the dance. Rines, incidentally, 
is slated for the new Harry Richman 
nitery in New York’s Delmonico 
hotel around mid-December. Abel. 


BUD HARRIS and LOWELL 

HOWELL CO. (2) 

Comedy, Songs, Dance 
17 Mins.; One and Two 
Loew’s State, New York 

This is a versatile colored team, 
Bud Harris, vet of other comedy 
turns, doing a strong funny entry. 
He's skilfully foiled by Lowell How- 
ell. Latter is in tails and affects a 
‘polite’ stance, including a trick top 
tenor. 

Their crossfire runs the usual for- 
mula of silly toppers, Harris milking 
all the points to excellent advantage. 
Howell's first solo is ‘Music, Maestro.’ 

Then comes Zerita, comely femme, 
who ultimately presides at the piano 
for Harris’ parody on ‘A-Tisket.’ 
Young Tommy Wilson is brought on 
for a legmania topper-offer. follow- 
ing the leading pair’s “Ti-Pi-Tin’ non- 
sense. 

Good comedy act for anybody's 
rostrum. Abel. 


DICK FORAN 
Songs 

7 Mins. 

Earle, Philly. 

Warbling cowpuncher from the 
films (this home is in Flemington, 
N. J.) is making his first p.a. this sesh 
in more than five years. Skedded for 
several more weeks, but whether he’ll 
be able to take them depends on pic 
commitments. Makes swell appear- 
ance; tall, handsome and _= sandy 
haired, with a kind of shy manner 
that’s somewhat expected in an old 
cowhand and goes over almost sure- 
fire with the femme trade. Long time, 
however, since he’s been on the 
boards makes him somewhat stiff, 
awkward and a bit nervous, which 
he should handily overcome with 
time. 

Pipes are of a refined cowboy tenor 
variety, and Foran starts off in char- 
acter wiih ‘My Little Buckaroo.’ 
Switches for his second into ‘Night 
and Day,’ and winds up with ‘Melan- 
choly Baby.’ Good in them all, al- 
though exhibing nothing  socko. 
Would do better, too, to do a little 
gassing to strengthen the p.a. idea. 
Too much now like just a crooner 
with the band. Herb. 


-—_—- 


BOB CROSBY ORCHESTRA (15) 
With Marion Mann, Burns & Minnie 
50 Mins.; Full 

Chicago, Chi 

Always a good name since his start 
in the band business. Bob Crosby 
has hopped into even greater orches- 
tra prominence in recent months, due 
primarily to the great buildup given 
him in the Blackhawk cafe in Chi- 
cago. With splendid publicity and 
press handling, in addition to his 
regular ride over the powerful WGN 
hookup, Crosby today rates as a real 
attraction, particularly for the 
younger swing addicts. 

Prom and frat mob will have to be 
strapped down to keep ’em from 
shagging up and down the aisles, 
while the adults will probably go 
along to see what all the shootin’s 
for. Entire Crosby is swingeroo, and 
as long as swing’s the thing, Crosby 
is playable anywhere. 

In addition to the regular aggre- 
gate work of the orchestra, there are 
split sequences. Eight of the band 
step off the stand to line the foot- 
lights as the Bob-Cats, for extra 
swingeroo. Four of ’em later group 
for more jiving and for the finale, the 
drummer and the bass player couple 
for strictly rhythm thumping. Four- 
some and twosome toss off some eX- 








(Continued on page 43) 
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Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 
Failure of niteries here to sign up | 
in a bloc with the American Federa- | 
tion of Actors for a closed shop | 
started Tom Kelly, local AFA rep, on | 
a tour of niteries to obtain individual | 
contracts. Kelly several weeks ago | 
began going after the joints singly, | 
but stopped after he was told the 
majority of places would join volun- 
tarily. 
With promise bogging down, how- 
ever, Kelly is again going after them 





in person. AFA, with which old, 


'United Entertainers’ Assn. recently | 


combined, now has over 300 members 
here. 





LONDON—HERE WE COME 


(SAILING SOON) 


PIERRE ® 
SWEENEY ® 


“CALLING ALL STARS” 


Thanks to JONES, LINICK & SCHAEFER 
For FEATURING Us on the OPENING Bill 


ORIENTAL THEATRE, CHICAGO 


Direction: East: MILES INGALLS—West: HALPERIN-GREBEN 
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Earle, 


Philly, in Music Union Row 





Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 
Earle, giant Philly vaudfilmer, 
whose jitterbugs have virtually be- 
come an institution here, will be shut- 
tered Dec. 1 by the Warners, unless 
agreement is reached with the 
Musicians’ Local on new contracts 


for all its houses using  tooters. 
Termers for the Earle, Fox, and five 
other nabe houses using vaude two 
or three days a week, expire Dec. 1. 
Dismissal notices were sent to most 
Earle employes last week. 


| 
Battle is actually over the pit band | 
at the Fox, which is a relic of the 
days when the house played vaude. 
Now that it is a straight flicker | 
palace, WB claims it has no more use 
for an orch and wants to get rid of 
it. But the musicians say nix. Their 
threat, as usual, is that if the Fox) 
band goes out they'll pull the music | 
from the Earle. Vaude is a neces- | 
sity at the Earle to make it show aj} 
profit. 
Whereupon the Warners. an- 
nounced shuttering of the house be- 
fore the Union could even pull its 
gun. Several meetings have been 
held on the situation and a com- 
promise may still possibly be worked 
out before the deadline, although 
both sides are adamant. Final confab 
is skedded for tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) between local A. F. M. execs 
and Joe Barhardt, Warner Bros. 
theatre head. 


Compromise offer has already been 
made by Warners, but the Union re- 
fuses to accept it and the circuit de- 
clares it will refuse to go farther. 
It has offered a payroll of $1,000 a 
week for music at the Fox in place 
of the present pad of $1,690. House 
uses 15 men at $70 a week and 20 
overture men at $30. 

Union feels that WB is only mak- 
ing an idle threat, but is preparing 
to picket all Warner houses in event 
the Earle is actually closed. General | 
opinion is that the circuit won’t let 
the 2,800-seat vaudfilmer gather dust 
for $700 a week difference. There is 
also a feeling that WB will not want 
to put itself on front pages now when 
it is under attack in monopoly in- 
vestigation both in Philly and 
Washington. 

In a similar situation two years 
ago, Earle went straight flicker for 
more than a month while pickets 
paraded in front of it and other 
houses. Was found to be unprofit- 
able, however, and the tooters got 
their demands. 


MICH. WOULD PUNISH 
KIDS BUYING RUM 


Detroit, Nov. 22. 

Believing it unfair to penalize 
liquor licensees only, State Liquor 
Commissioner Vernon F. Gormley 
is urging an ordinance to permit 
punishment of juves found in nite- 
Ties, 

Practice in past has been only to 
suspend rum license of spots, in 
event juve was found to have bought 
drinks. New setup would give 
authorities power to seize a youth 


as well as file charges against the 
proprietor. 























3 Sentenced in Detroit 
For Booking Dancer, 13 


Detroit, Nov. 22. 

Fines of $100 each, with al- 
ternative of prison terms, were 
meted out last week to Leo Curtiss, 
of Curtiss Booking Co., and Harold 
Brown, of Amus B.ooking Co., after 
the two agents had been convicted 
of booking a juve terper in local 
Nniteries in ‘violation’ of state labor 
laws. Pair had pleaded not guilty. 

Previously, Charles Burns, of 
Michigan Vaudeville Co. had 
Pleaded guilty to the charges and 
was placed on two years’ probation. 


Recorder’s Judge Arthur E. Gor- 


a 





TYSON’S A. A. ENCORE 


Pitt P.A. Signs with Resort Showmen 
te Head Beauty Pageant 








Pittsburgh, Nov. 22. 

George Tyson, publicity chief for 
Harris Amus. Co., has just signed 
with Atlantic City Showmen’s Jubi- 
less committee to direct annual 
beauty pageant in 1939 for the third 
successive year. As in past, Tyson 
will take four-month leave of ab- 
sence from theatre duties here. 


Affixed his name to a new contract 


following meeting with committee at | 


seashore over weekend. Tyson also 
reserves privilege of signing next 
‘Miss America’ to exclusive manage- 
ment contract, just as he has with 
previous three No. 1 beauties. Cur- 
rently, he is booking Marilyn Mes- 
eke, latest winner, in niteries and 
theatres, 





EARL CARROLL, 


INT'L CASINO 
EXCHANGE? 


Deal being worked out between 
the International Casino, N. Y., and 
the soon-to-preem Earl Carroll’s the- 
atre-restaurant in Hollywood, may 
form a show-rotating circuit starting 





| next May. Both sides are interested, 


the New York end waiting only for 
a look at Carroll’s show before defi- 
nitely committing. By May, Car- 
roll’s show will have been running 
four months which is to be the regu- 
lar run before being shipped east 
on a three-per-year basis. It opens 
Xmas night. 

Clifford C. Fischer’s productions 
meantime are set to alternate with 
the London Casino. Fischer is due 


|in from London tomorrow (Thurs- 


day). 

Probable that Mark Leddy will 
book acts in the east for Carroll. 
Line of 12 Gertrude Hoffman girls 
and 20 showgirls will go west to join 
Carroll. who left last Friday (11) 
for the Coast. Ray Kavanaugh’s 
band will play for the show while 
Ray Noble’s band will supply 
dance music. Spot is getting a 
seven night weekly National Broad- 
casting wire. Show will rehearse at 
one of the idle Warner Bros. studios 
until spot is ready, Miss Hoffman to 
help stage it. 

Carroll sold subscriptions at $1,000 
apiece to film notables who will 
wine and dine in a _ super-exclu- 
sive side ~room, thus eliminating 
rubbing elbows wit’ the mob. Year- 
ly membership stunt permits view- 
ing show from a guarded section of 
first several rows in the main room 
and exclusivity of a ‘back room.’ 
Vic Bernez is handling the restau- 
rant assignment. 

Biz having taken a drop at the 
International, the banking interests 
in the place did some radical chop- 
ping in the past week. Notably, the 
dinner show now also plays for 
supper, so that two different revues 
no longer obtain. That has cur- 
tailed some five or six acts and 
other salaries. Other readjustments 
may occur when Fischer returns 
from London this week. 

Hollywood, Nov. 22. 

Ray Noble’s band has been set 
for Earl Carroll’s theatre-restaurant, 
opening Christmas night. A rhumba 
or marimba crew will alternate with 
the Noble outfit. 


Harrison and Fisher, ballroom 
dancers from the east, also on 
tap. 





McGrath’s New Job 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 
Joe McGrath, former operator of 
the Club Seville in the Stephen 
Girard Hotel here, has been named 
manager of the Anchorage by 





don, who gave Curtiss alternative 
of $100 fine or 30 days and Browe 
a fine of $100 or 90 days, deplored 
the booking of the femme dancer, 
13, in local spots for several months, 
and called on state liquor board to 
Suspend licenses of spots using the 
. Oungster, 


|Arthur H. Padula, who owns that 
|spot as well as the Arcadia-Inter- 
| national. 

McGrath has been banquet mana- 
| ger of the Arcadia for the past two 


months. Before that he was with 


the Bellevue-Stratford, Philadelphia, | rison in the east, latter currently | continued 
| booking on the Coast. 


and the Drake, Chicago. 





Greenwich Village, B’way 
Cafes in Fair Baily Tieup 


When Grover Whalen summoned 
the nitery owners last week to set 
a Jan. 1 teeoff for the 1939 New 
York World's Fair, with a gala 
Times Square celebration, Barney 
Gallant took great exception to the 
idea of restricting it to midtown. 

Net result is that Gallant, a Vil- 
lage boniface, will head a No. 2 
nitery ballyhoo for the Fair, con- 
fined to Greenwich Village in whose 
behalf Gallant raised the objections. 


Bus Firm Appeals 1236 
Award for Injuries To 
Trained Bear in Crash: 


Albany, Nov. 22. 


The Appellate Division heard ar- 
guments here last week as to 
whether Teddy, claimed to be world’s 
only boxing bear and formerly in 
vaudeville and outdoor show busi- 
ness,, could not do his act as result 
of injuries suffered in a collision 
near Highland, New York, between 
a Greyhound bus and a truck owned 
by George A. Hamid Enterprises, Inc. 
Bruin had been riding in the latter 
with his owners, Willie and Gustave 
Walldorf, of Cliffside Park, New 
Jersey. 

The brothers obtained a verdict 
which, with interest, amounts to $12,- 
597.22 for loss of the bear’s services. 
Gustave Walldorf was awarded a 
little more than $5,000 for his injuries 
and Hamid Enterprises, Inc., about 
$300 for damages to truck. Grey- 
hound Lines and Donald Tulett, 
made co-defendant as driver of bus, 
appealed on grounds awards were 
excessive. 

Since the accident the Walldorfs 
claim, Teddy has been vicious and 
can’t be made to do his act, which 
is said to have netted them $350 
weekly, plus transportation. Hamid 
imported the act from Berlin in 
June, 1937. 

Appellants’ counsel argued that 
even admitting the bear now refnses 
to do certain tricks, it probably has 
reverted to its original wild animal 
state and that man cannot determine 
the reason for such reversion. ‘Be- 
ing wild in nature, the possibility al- 
ways existed it would return to its 
original condition, become wild 
again, and thus put an end to the 
act,’ he said. 


NVA MOVE STALLED 
BY TROTZKY LEASE 


Ben Trotzky, operating catering 
concession space in the Sharon hotel 
(nee National Variety Artists Club), 
New York, has a two-year lease on 
the property which was reported to 
have been negotiated for by the 
NVA. 

Possible that the NVA may yet 
move back into its original quarters 
when Trotzky’s ticket expires, but 
both the NVA and the hotel opera- 
tors, who are interested in making a 
deal. must await Trotzky’s exit. 


2 Acts Forced to Quit 
Cleve. Cafe Due to Illness 


Cleveland, Nov. 22. 

Jinx hit two acts at Statler here 
in one week. Anita Boyer, Vocalist 
with Dick Barrie’s orchestra in ho- 
tel’s Terrace Room, was stricken with 
appendicitis and had to be rushed 
by plane to Cincinnati hospital for 
an emergency operation. Carol Page, 
from WTAM, pinch-hitting during 
her illness. 

Grace and Ray McDonald also had 
to cancel last week in the Statler 
spot because of male dancer’s ailing 
foot. Although he broke it recently 
and it hadn’t completely recovered, | 
McDonald tried to fill local engage- 
ment. After a week of pain, doc- 
tor told him he’d never dance again 
unless he gave it a long rest, so 
dancer is checking into a New York 
hospital. Harris and Shore brought 
in to replace .eam. 


Miller’s New Setup 


Title of the Artists Syndicate of 
America, Inc., has been changed to 
the William Miller Agency. Artists 
Syndicate formerly was composed | 
of Miller, Lester Lee, and Matty 
Rosen. Exit of the latter two was 
responsible for the switch. Miller 





























is assisted by Dave Jonas. 


Agency represents Charles Mor- | 


TA to Oppose ‘Good-Wilf Dates At 
Hotels as a Slap at Benefit Control 





PHILLY’S EQUALITY 


Femme Bands, M.C.s Is the Vogue in 
Quaker-Town, Formerly a Rarity 





Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 
New wrinkle in Philadelphia 


,niteries is development of both all- 


femme bands and femme mcs. 
Whereas gal orchestras used to be a 


distinct novelty here, there are at | 


least three feminine aggregations 
current in spots here. Yacht Club 
has Kitty Helmling’s orchestra, Open 
Door, Viola Klaiss, and the Viking, 
Jerry Delmar’s band. All are local 
and have worked at numerous joints 
around town. 


Femme m.c.’s another rarity not so | 


long ago, have also come into their 
own, holding down jobs in three 
spots. There’s Beth Calvert at the 
Village Barn, Beth Challis, practic- 
ally a fixture at the Evergreen Ca- 
sino, and Eleanor Landy, at the Cafe 
Morroney. 





MOSS IN AGENT 


PARLEY OVER 
NEW BILL 


Working 
the organized and licensed agents in 
New York, License Commissioner 
Paul Moss will call a meeting of 
percenters next week for them to 
discuss his new bill affecting thea- 
trical employment. Proposed stat- 
ute has been worked on by all 
interested agent bodies. Moss will 
present the bill in January to the 
State legislature. 
it from other general agency classi- 
fications. He failed to disclose con- 
tents. 

Commish claims to have 225 agents 
licensed; there were less 100 last 
year. Says he will shortly make test 
cases of those still outside the pale. 
This time, he has conerete evidence 
that will stand up in court, he says; 
Previous trials were notable fail- 
ures. Moss will also continue after 
lecture, concert and model agencies 
in his drive. 7 

Moss said early this year that 


drive would end in May but.he has | 


extended the expiration § several 
times. Some progress has been 
made in organizing agents and in 
their licensing, but nothing has been 
done yet regarding changes in laws 
affecting them. Entertainment man- 
agers Assn. has stated that unless 
stronger measures are taken against 
agents still unlicensed and unless 
law meets with its approval, it will 


ask Mayor LaGuardia for action and | 


present its own bill in Albany. 

The Artists Representatives and 
Agents Assn., N. Y., one of groups 
working with Moss since it was or- 
ganized last spring, will also meet 
within a fortnight so its members 
can ratify constitution and code of 
ethics drawn up by Louis P. Ran- 
dell, attorney acting for body. 





Pa. Agents Seek Legislation 
Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 
Attempt will be made by the En- 
tertainment Managers’ Assn., booker 
group of Eastern Pennsylvania and 
Pittsburgh to obtain legislation spe- 
cifically applicable to agents when 
the legislature convenes in January. 
Florence Bernard, prez of the local 
group, declared yesterday (Monday). 
(Continued on page 43) 


High Wharfage Kayos 





River Dance Steamers 





New Orleans, Nov. 22. 
Appearing before a meeting of the 


Roy Streckfus, of Streckfus Steam- 
ers, Inc., operators of the river 
dance steamers President, Capitol 
and J. S., urged the board to aban- 
don its increased wharfage fee 
against the company’s boats docking 
at the Canal streeet pier. His plea 
was taken under advisement by the 
board. 

The board increased the wharfage 
rate from $10 to $50 per day re- 
cently. On Nov. 1- the line dis- 
operations here after 
more than a quarter of a century. 


in close harmony with | 


New bill divorces | 


Theatre Authority will soon take 
action against major booking offices 
that have allegedly been supplying 
one-night club date acts for cuffo 
hotel entertainments and sometimes 
at union minimums in order to gain 
good will of inns for future book- 
ings. Method of bookers is to step 
in on affairs at hotels and frequently 
offer couple of their acts free. It’s 
just a variation of the old ‘audition’ 
or ‘favor’ gag, says TA, and hinders 
its benefit control. 

TA states it has evidence that it 
will present to heads of couple of 
well-known agencies since it has 
failed in its pleas to underlings. 
These ‘benefit’ acts sometimes aug- 
ment a paid show, which, under TA 
rules means that all should be paid. 
This would also mean that TA would 
not get its 15% take required of all 
benefits. 

Agents are said to be using many 
ruses, one of which is to pay ‘name’ 
performers the American Federation 
of Actors minimum of $10 to protect 
themselves. Acts who would ordi- 
narily command 10 times that 
amount for an appearance are high 
pressured into accepting the $10. 
They even try squeezing acts into 
another booker’s show in effort to 
impress hotel account. 

TA states that it has evidence to 
show that where one of New York’s 
leading hotels paid $700 for an em- 
ployees’ ball last year, same outfit 
had a better show this year for only 
$50, minus music. “While also op- 
posed to the ‘Celebrity Nights’ gim- 
mick in niteries, TA states that that’s 
a matter for the actor unions and 
not controllable by TA although 
also regarded as an abuse of talent. 


HENIE’S $100,000 IN 
HOUSTON IN 8 DAYS 


Houston, Novy. 22. 

Houston’s records for show busi- 
ness were smashed by the Sonja 
Henie Hollywood Ice Revue which 
played to 120,000 during an eight-day 
engagement at the new Coliseum. 
The show grossed $100,000 according 
to William H. Burke, general man- 
| ager. Expenses amounted to ap- 
proximately $75,000. The greater 
part of the expense was the build- 
ing of an ice plant in the Coliseum 
| and installing boxes and tiers of 
| seats on the floor. 
| The revue, a novelty for Hous- 
| ton, where there is never enough 
natural ice for skating, caught on 
quickly. For six of the eight nights 
the show played to capacity. 

The troupe, which is traveling in 
a special train consisting of three 
baggage cars, four Pullmans and a 
diner, left Sunday for St. Louis, 
where it opens today (Tuesday). 


Denies Murray Dancers 
Curbs Pro Emnloyment 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 22. 

Recent charge that free guesting 
on hotel floors by Arthur Murray 
dancers was cutting down employ- 
ment for bona fide ballroom teams 
was hotly denied here last week by 
Charles O’Connor, in charge of local 
Murray studio. O’Connor claimed, if 
anything, practice was opening up 
new vistas for performers since Mur- 
ray specialists are chiefly going into 
locations where there has previously 
been no entertainment. 

Pointed out that Biltmore hotel, 
Providence, had never used enter- 
tainment previous to appearance 
there of Murray instructors and that 
| sow spot employs dance teams reg- 
| ularly. O’Connor, likewise. men- 
, tioned William Penn hotel’s Chatter- 
| box here, where he and ™rr~aret 
Trusty are appearing nightly as 
trailer for their newly-opened dance 
Studio. Chatterbox hasn’t had any 
| floor performers for two years and 
, O'Connor insists that he and his 


























| dock board Thursday (17), Captain | Murray partner are whetting appe- 


tite for entertainment and hotel] may 
| be forced in future to resume shows. 


-POSTPONE TALENT AUDITIONS 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

First ‘talent hunt night’ by mem- 
bers of the Entertainment Managers’ 
| Assn., booker unit, was postponed 
| from Sunday (20) until January be- 
| cause of election of officers. 

| EMA had originally planned to get 
| together at the Svivania hotel’ and 
provide a pianist for any acts who 
| wanted to give auditions, 
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Abbott-Costello 
In AFA Squabble 
On Membership 


A squabble involving Abbott and 
Costello, comedy team on the air 
with Kate Smith, and now also doing 
a p.a. personal at Billy Rose’s Casa 
Manana, New York, involving the 
interchangeability rule of the Four 
A’s, is set to wince up before next 
sitting of the latter’s international 
board. Started with the demand of 





an American Federation of Actors | 


rep that the pair pay the $10 initia- 
tion fee to join the AFA. 

Comedy team is in good standing 
of the Burlesque Artists Assn. and 
refused to pay an initiation fee to 
the AFA on those grounds. They 
argued they were willing to pay 
three months dues as of Oct. 1 since 
they have been under the jurisdic- 
tion of* an organization of which 
they were not members, but that’s as 
far as they would go. 

Charles Mosconi, the AFA rep 
threatened to force the pair out of 
the Casa Friday night, but desisted 
when ordered to do nothing until 
the ib. convenes, by Frank Gilmore, 
Four A’s prexy. 


ASCAP Friendlier to Cafe 
Group, Philly, Key to Goal 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

A more friendly attitude toward 
the recently formed Night Club 
Owners’ Assn. of Philadelphia by the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers has been the 
cafe group’s most significant step up- 
ward to date, according to Stanley 
Carroll, proprietor of the Yacht Club 
and prez of the group. 

NCOA was organized principally 
to get what it considered should be a 
more equitable deal from the per- 
forming rights society. It’s also act- 
ing as a clearing house for waiters, 
bartenders and talent. Any help 
caught out of line will be flagged be- 
fore another position is obtained. 
Likewise, agents who attempt to ped- 
dle oversold acts by changing actors’ 
names, 




















FRANK PARI 


AND HIS MARIONETTES 
PARADISE CAFE 
NEW YORK 
Exclusive Management 


' SHERWOOD & MATHEWS 
Direction: INGALLS & DAVIES 

















JACK and JUNE 


BLAIR 


On Tour Fuller Circuit, Australia 
with 


“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 


‘BOYS TOWN’ UNIT SET 
FOR 4 WKS. AT $7,500 


Chicago, Nov. 22. 

‘Boys Town Revue,’ which opened 
to big business at the Tower, Kansas 
City, this week, has been set for four 
weeks with additional time to fol- 
low. 

Comes into the RKO Palace here 
Dec. 2, and Fox, Detroit; Stanley, 
Pittsburgh, and Keith’s, Cleveland, 
on successive weeks. Additional 
time will carry along eastern sea- 
board. Price reported to be $7,500 
weekly. 





Bookers of the large vaude circuits 
last week gandered the ‘Boys Town’ 
unit now playing a week at the 
Tower, Kansas City. Bill Howard, 
RKO: Nat Kalcheim, Paramount; 
Harry Mayer, Warners; Sidney Pier- 
mont, Loew’s, and Harry Kalmine, 
WB rep in Pittsburgh, gave it a 0.0. 


AED DEFIES AFA 
NIX; SETS ACT 
CONTRACTS 


Associated Entertainment Direc- 
tors of New York will defy the nix 
of the American Federation of Ac- 
tors and will go ahead with signing 
club date acts to contracts. AFA’s 
decision was not official, says AED. 
AED says it’s a means of maintaining 
salary standards while the Entertain- 
ment Managers Assn. and AFA 
claim it’s throttling other bookers 
with acts being used as footballs. 

AED believes AFA cannot prop- 
erly police the club date business 
and that it doesn’t control many club 
date acts anyway. AED feels that 
the union cannot demand that its 
members refuse work offered by any 
group, particularly a group like 
AED, which is said to control 65% 
of the club date business in N. Y. 
Some of better acts agree that fig- 
ures quoted by AED are correct, but 
then declare that they wouldn’t want 
to hurt their chances with the EMA 
booking group,: from which AED 
members. recently split to form their 
own group. 

AED claims that if refused AFA 
members it will use non-union per- 
formers. Understood that the EMA 
is considering a similar plan to buck 
possibility of acts signing with the 
AED, a move that would make acts 
unacceptable to. EMA members. 

Stipulation from State Unemploy- 
ment Bureau in Albany last week 
that club date bureaus are employ- 
ers and not agents has taken on a 
new interpretation. First regarded 
as a bookkeeping headache, it’s now 
seen as a means to definitely classify 
agents, bureaus and managers, 


























Nitery Placements 


Julie Ballew warbling at Sardi’s, 
Hollywood, replacing Gwen Louise. 

Vyola Vonn, recently with Eddie 
Cantor, moved into Jim Otto’s, Los 
Angeles. 

















HUNT, Flute; 


EDGAR CARVER and His 


TROUBADORABLES 


NOW APPEARING AUTO SHOW 
NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR | 


Transportation Building 


(NOV. 23-DEC. 4 INCLUSIVE) 


Featuring Soloists: LEONA MAY SMITH, Cornet; MILDRED 
BEATRICE PERRON, Violin and Vocalist; 


Unfair’ Booking 
Of FTP Acts Seen 
Stopped in Philly 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

Agents who complained several 
months ago about the Federal The- 
atre Project underselling vaude and 
dance band units competition 
with commercial acts and orchestras 
declared here this week that the 
practice has now been stopped. 





in 


the agencies anything but a small 
colored unit, consisting of five boys 
ar 1 five girls for specialties. There 
was no commish paid agents for 
booking the unit, all profit for the 10 


percenters necessarily coming from 
employers. White unlts were never 
offered and never competed with 
private enterprise, FTP execs de- 
clared. 

Some of the bookers, 
claim they have written proof and 
witnesses that they were offered a 
12-piece white band and a vaude 
troupe of 14 people for pay far 
lower than the union scale. Alleged 
rep of the FTP, who is said to have 
peddled the unit to varicus agents, 
offered them the -whole wcerks. for 
$100 and indicated he would take 
less if necessary. Agents said the 
price included a show to run 75 min- 
utes and a'band to play for three 
hours of dancing. Any agent buying 
the show at $100, it was said, could 
make another $100 for himself and 
still undersell anyone in town. Most 
of them laid off, however, for fear 
of getting involved with the per- 
former unions. 

Both the United Entertainers’ 
Assn. and the tooters’ local started 
investigations of the FTP offers fol- 
lowing complaints of the Entertain- 
ment Managers’ Assn., Philly booker 
group, They declared their members 
couldn’t and wouldn’t compete with 
FTP talent. FTP execs said members 
of the project could take occasional 
outside jobs, but no regular work 
without being removed from the 
rolls. 





N. Y. EMA in Protest 


Entertainment Managers Assn, of 

New York has written to Harry L. 
Hopkins, national WPA administra- 
tor, and N. Y. Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect administrators to complain of 
alleged bookir.g of club date shows 
by the FTP in direct and unfair 
competition with commercial book- 
ers. Hopkins has replied that mat- 
ter will be investigated. 
EMA has also investigated report 
that the National Variety Artists 
booked shows, but is satisfied the 
rumor is not true, 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Roy Carman, Ruth MacTernan, 
Mrs. J. M. Lindlof, Rose MacTernan, 
Mrs. Fred Esslinger, all of New 
York, ogled their own at the Will 
Rogers. 

Ben Schaffer and Sam Putnam 
had birthdays. 

Carl Kern had his first downtown 
visit after his bed siege. 

Edna Ball, Waynesboro, Va., for- 
mer cashier of the Cavalier theatre 
there, is a newcomer at the Rog- 
ers. Ditto Grace McDonald, ex- 
dancer. Both under observation. 

A nifty comeback for Lillian Koh- 
ler, who’s now on exercise, 

Patricia Wallace, nightclub dancer 
and new arrival at the Rogers, al- 
ready progressing. 

Eddie Dowd, comic and _ hoofer, 
downtown after a year in bed. 

Out-of-towners holding up nicely: 
Frisco DeVere, Scarsdale, N. Y.; 
Bobby Hatz, Brooklyn; Joseph 





FTP denied that it ever peddled | 


however, | 
| back here after two years of engage- 








Night Club Reviews 








EL CHICO, N. Y. 


Paquita Dominguez, Dorita & 
Valero, Maclovia Ruiz, Senorita 
Paloma, Los Calveras (3), Don Al- 
berto Orch. 








New winter show at this No. 1 
Spanish spot in Greater New York, 
now that a flock of rhumba and 
Latin joints all over town have come, 
gone or are still in the field, mani- 
fests anew just why Benito Collada 
has maintained such high parity. He 
seemingly combs all the Latin mar- 


| kets for new talent, with result the 
|} current lineup of five acts, plus the 
| holdoverable Don 


Alberto orches- 
tra, continues to draw. 

Paquita Dominguez, for instance, is 
an import from Malaga (Spain), a 


| 8ypsy songstress with flamenco num- 


bers. Senorita Paloma is from Brazil, 
exponent of the samba, which is 
now the newest import into the 
States, in the hope of making it 
rival the rhumba and conga. Miss 
Paloma also does tango chansons 
and in general, fills the vocal de- 
partment well. 

Los Calveras, male trio with 
guitars, are of the strolling trouba- 
dours genera, featuring the ranchera 
type numbers. Maclovia Ruiz is 


ments with the Metopera ballet, 
Paris, Buenos Aires and for Para- 
mount on the Coast in ‘Tropic Holi- 
day.’ Spanish classical dancer is 
standout. 

Dorita and Valero are holdovers 
with their ballroomology _inter- 
spersed with flamenco songs of An- 
dalusia. All combine in a Malagan 
type finale. 

Withal it’s a painstakingly assem- 
bled assortment of Spanish-Mexican- 
South American talents which Col- 
lada has assembled, garnishing it 
with sufficient Yankee flavor for 
American audience values. Abel. 


Hawaiian Blue Room 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT, N. 0.) 





New Orleans, Nov. 20. 
Florence & Alvarez, Six Jitter- 
bugs, Doris Mae, McNaly Sisters, 
Jane Clair, Clyde Lucas Orch. 





Clyde Lucas orchestra proves that 
it can deliver. From kickoff to final 
whistle, the band clicks, backing the 
show well and also playing smooth- 
ly for dancing. Lucas batons well 
while his seven-violin concert ar- 
rangement of ‘Star Dust’ goes over 


big. 

Floor bill is topped by Florence 
and Alvarez, wtih their splendid 
ballroom dancing. Pair are hold- 
overs. The Six Jitterbugs, local col- 
lege kids, get a flock of encores. 

Doris Mae, vibraharp honey, 
tosses in a tap and some pleasing 
personality to click. The McNally 
Sisters are winners with their songs 
and dance, while Jane Clair’s tunes 
also get over. Liuzza. 


CHEZ MAURICE 


(MONTREAL) 





Montreal, Nov. 18. 
Rachel Carley, Magda & Billy 
Branch Co. (5), Gil & Bernie Mai- 
son, Bill Hubert, Hartley house orch, 
Line (12). 





This show tops this town and is 
rating good biz. oe is Rachel 
Carley, who's off the bill every 
Saturday night until Monday to 
meet radio engagement in ‘Manhat- 
tan Merry-Go-Round’ program ema- 
nating from New York. She’s smash 
and has to beg off from an audience 
that eats up her French songs. 

Gal line of eight, plus four show- 
girls, has the fans warmed up from 
the start, being snappy lookers. 
Costumes are smart oad routines are 


| Act is swift and well timed, 
| show combines well and builds up to 
|a first-class finish. 





nicely in line with the 
French air of the show. saci 

Bill Hubert m.c.s adequately and 
has good light baritone that gets him 
plenty palm-patting. Gil and Bernie 
Maison haven’t much else French 
except the surname. They stomp in 
their opening and then bring on 
three dogs for a clever training act 
that gets them by well. 

The finale is the Magda-Branch 
troupe, three men and two gals, who 
put on an Apache dance that’s a high 
spot. With knife-throwing and 
tumbling with drawn knives, it’s 
dangerous. Magda took a cut that 
}put her out temporarily Friday (18). 
Whole 





Lane. 


MOULIN ROUGE 





(PARIS) 
Paris, Nov. 10. 
Albert Lasry Orch (12), Lys 
Gauty. 





Appearing in same house where 
her first film is preeming, Lys Gauty 
still pulls the French listeners, al- 
though her songs would be just ordi- 
nary in America, 

Backed by Albert Lasry’s orches- 
tra, she does six numbers, with two 


being taken from the film, ‘La 
Goualeuse.’ ‘Happiness Has En- 
tered My Heart,’ the  picture’s 
themer, and ‘Dites-Moi, Pourquoi’ 


(‘Tell Me, Why’) are put over much 
better from the stage than they are 
in the picture. An old hit, ‘Bistrot 
du Port,’ is still liked as is ‘Presque 
Rien,’ also an oldtimer. 

Lasry’s orch (12) is on the small 
side. One long spell, called a 
potpourri of 1900 music modernized, 
is only ordinary with neither the 
1900 nor the 1938 brand of music be- 
ing distinguishable. Most of Miss 
Gauty’s accompaniment is piano only 
but when entire unit swings into 
tune blast nearly drowns out singer. 

Hugo. 


Neal Plea for New Trial 
In Attack on Wife Denied 


Detroit, Nov. 22. 

Bid for new trial by Edgar C. 
Neal, ex-police censor recently sen- 
tenced to one-to-four years in prison 
for shooting at his estranged wife, 
was denied last week by Recorder’s 
Judge Edward J. Jeffries. Mrs. 
Neal, a former burley performer, 
was uninjured. 


Neal’s attorney later filed petition 
for a stay of proceedings while he 
prepares appeal to state supreme 
court. Appeal will be based on af- 
fidavit by Detective Sergeant Lee 
O'Neal, one of the arresting officers, 
that he had not been allowed to give 
material testimony at the trial. 
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Manipulating Marionettes in 
Opening December 5th, 


Thanks to SAM KRAMER 


SIMPSON 


HUMANETTES 
ORIGINATORS OF 


Direction—MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
Western Theatre Rep., SAM ROBERTS 








FAITH 


Full View of the Audience 
Tivoli Circuit, Australia 





DRANE SISTERS, Violin 
GOWNS, MISS ETHEL 
GEORGE SEUFFERT, Personal Rep. 


Vaughney, Denver; Ford Raymond, 
Los Angeles; Bobby Graham, To- 
ronto; Hank Hearn, N. Y.; Tommy 
Vicks, Boston; Betty Huntington, N. 


MINOR and ROOT 


EL RIO, NEW YORK, BEGINNING NOVEMBER 24 
: Ted Friend, N. Y. Mirror, says: “.. the Samba, brought from Brazil 
»y Minor and Root, seems to be taking the country in a big way. 


STEINWAY PIANO 


At the 
Y.; John Dempsey, Boston; Ruth || Hotel Ambassador, ‘dar i nelp 
| . } : rr, ncers Minor and Root jointly with Senor Jorge Coste 
| 5 icant klyn, N. X. P HEg. 3-1464 Hatch, Summit, N. J: Gertrude Lait, Brazilian Consul, participated in an exhibition of the Samba to help 


introduce society to the dance, 








Thus making it diplomatically official!’ 


WITHOUT EXCEPTION 


NAN BLAKSTONE HAS. B0KEN__ALL RECORDS 


PREVIOUSLY ESTABLISHED BY 
ANY OTHER ARTIST AT THE COLONY CLUB, CHICAGO 
MADGE KELLY, Hollywood, Calif., Personal Manager 


| 
/ Broderick, Jackson Heights. N. Y.: 
Jackie Roberts (Cook), Brooklyn. 
| All formerly in NVA. 
Congratulations to Jones, Linick & Schaefer Mark Vance sitting up. 


FROM THE Dick Moore has reached his 10th 


McGushion Twins, nitery enter- 
tainers, visiting the Rogers. 

Now ORIENTAL THEATRE, Chicago 

Management: RUTH KRAFT 































Francis Diamond (Four Dia- 
monds) in comeback at the Rogers. 
(Write to those who are iil.) 
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cellent work, with the duet particu- 
larly rating for novelty walloping. 

arion Mann is the singer, and she 
does a trifle better on the slower 
numbers than the swing. Mer quiet 
personality is somewhat forced when 
attempting the vocal truckin’, Crosby 
is also handling warbling duties here 
and there, and takes the jumps pas- 
sably, but is disappointingly lacking 
in punch. He is also letting that 
waistband expand; laying off the po- 
tatoes for awhile would be a good 
idea. 

Carried with the orchestra are a 
dance pair, Burns and Minnie, who 
quickly give the audience the bit of 
shagging they were expecting, and 
then shift off immediately to a hot 
hoofing and tapping session, backed 
up in great style by the orchestra. 
Burns does particularly effective au- 
dience stuff with his tapping se- 
quence, accompanied only by the 
drum, Gold. 


JANE BRYAN 
4. Mins.; Full 
Strand, New York 


Jane Bryan is one of a host of Hol-|has plenty of practice. 


lywood players who make their 
vaudeville bids without much to war- 
rant their p.a.s. Miss Bryan, when 
the current show first went into the 
Strand couple of weeks ago, made 
a one-nighter at the opening, but 
now she’s in for the final (third) 
week, along with Al Donohue’s or- 
chestra and the film, ‘Brother Rat’ 
(WB), in which she’s featured. 

There’s nothing more to the act 
than a conversation between her and 
Donohue relevant to her supposed 
thrill in being in New York. Dono- 
hue doesn’t get much of a chance 
to get in a word as Miss Bryan ram- 
bles on and on and says little. The 
audience Friday night (18) didn’t go 
for it. 

Miss Bryan was impressed into 
service when Hugh Herbert had to 
dash back to the Coast for a film 
assignment, 


— 


LORETTA LEE 


Roxy, N. ¥. 

Loretta Lee was featured vocal- 
ist with the Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
via CBS two seasons ago, has made 
numerous ether guest shots, some 
film shorts, and personal appear- 
ances during 1936-37. This backlog 
of experience is, of course, a big 











Best Coffee in England 
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help in her stage work,, preventin 
among other things an attempt a 


] building a phoney personality. 


Blonde miss goes through her 
chores in workmanlike fashion. Her 
voice is fine for pop work, nicely 
modulated and plenty of power to 
spare. Starts out easily here with 
‘What Goes on Here in My Heart?’ 
switching into ‘My Reverie,’ and 
winds up with a mean version of 
‘Tiger Rag.’ While the ‘Tiger Rag’ 
thing represents no shining origi- 
nality at programming, it can be ex- 
cused on the grounds of showoff 
piece. 

Appearance of Miss Lee is be- 
coming, and her gowning is simple, 
but effective. Caliber of her work 
stamps her as plenty fit for nitery 
work, either solo or with an orches- 
tra. Edga. 


MAZZONE and ABBOTT (5} 
Apache Flash 
10 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 

Files disclose nothing under ‘Maz- 
zone,’ although Abbott combos appear 
in great numbers. This act, however, 








KENDALL CAPPS 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 





either as is or by its component parts, 
The dance 
themes themselves and the tattered 
| Apache garb are standard. But the 
| payoff is based on violence and may- 
| hem of a type not often seen. 

Four girls and a man comprise per- 
sonnel, one of the girls taking a 
male role throughout. The rough stuff 
starts off at the very beginning when 
a blonde gal is bodily thrown across 
half the stage, then topples off a 
stairs at a considerable altitude. The 
next victim gets such a brutal bang- 
ing around that it appears incredible 
that she should have a square inch of 
skin left intact. Man winds up the 
business by getting a chair wrapped 
around his head and falling down the 
stairs into a barrel, furniture, etc., all 
of which is completely smashed. 

An act of this type needs plenty of 
room to give the full effect. Cramped 
nitery quarters might be a handicap, 
though perhaps suitable modifications 
could be worked out. Otherwise this 
quintet has finish and adroitness in 
its violent work and a great deal of 
speed. Edga, 


STEEL SISTERS (3) 
Singing 

4 Mins. 

Stanley, Pittsburgh 


Latest additions to Horace Heidt 
outfit, replacing the 3 Kings, are 
promising kids, but still need plenty 
of polish. Steels were plucked by 
Heidt from a Wheeling, W. Va., radio 
station’s steel program, and vocally 
should have no trouble fitting in. 
They seem ill at ease otherwise, 
however, quite natural since this is 
a first time for them on the stage, 
and try too hard, Only one of them, 
the center sister, relaxes sufficiently, 
and incidentally she has possibilities 
as a comedienne. 

Steels are nice-appearing young- 
sters, attractively gowned in blue 
satin, without having an abundance 
of s. a. At present, they’re doing 
only one number on their own, but 
are worked into several other rou- 
tines with rest of the gang. Heidt’s 
apparently bringing them along 
slowly, and they should work out all 














right once kids learn how to handle 
themselves naturally. Cohen. 




















HELD OVER THIRD BIG WEEK 


NEW YORK STRAND 


AL DONAHUE 








and His ORCHESTRA 


CONCURRENTLY 


RAINBOW ROOM 
RADIO CITY, NEW YORK 


P.8.—Thank you JOHN ROY for permission to double from the 
Rainbow Room 


Mgt., ROCKWELL-O’KEEFE, INC. 








'nicipal Court’s decision should also 
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PRYO 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


NOW—WEEK NOVEMBER 


18, EARLE, PHILADELPHIA 


NEXT WEEK, Nov. 25, STANLEY, PITTSBURGH 


MANAGEMENT M. C. A. 








Agent’s Motion Denied 
In Lost % Suit Vs. Singer 


Suit brought by Taps, Inc., against 
Frances McCoy, vaude and nitery 
singer, to collect $241 in commissions 
allegedly due the agent, was set- 
tled in New York last week. De- 
cision favoring Miss McCoy was re- 
turned in Municipal Court, New 
York, Oct. 17, but attorney for Taps 
moved to have the ruling set aside, 
which was denied Wednesday (16). 
Taps contended commissions were 
due him after Miss McCoy had 
breached a contract by going to 
Chicago to work for agents Sligh 
& Tyrell. Judge McNulty ruled 
Taps had first broken the agreement 
by failing to comply with a mini- 
mum engagement clause. A suit for 
$10,000 for ailegedly inducing Miss 
McCoy to breach her contract with 
Taps is pending in Chicago against 
Sligh & Tyrell. 

After the decision, another suit 
against Miss McCoy, based on the 
same grounds, was instituted by 
Taps in Bronx County Court. 
Michael Halperin, attorney for Miss 
McCoy, has moved to have this dis- 
missed on the grounds that the Mu- 





hold good in the Bronx Court. 


PHILLY NITERY 
OPENS; ONE 
FOLDS 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 


Philadelphia’s nitery balance sheet 
last week showed one opened and 
one closed. Unveiled under a new 
tag by Herbie Frank was the former 
21 Club. It’s now known as El 
Chico Rancho. 

Frank last was a partner in the 
1214 Club, which died last week. 
Spot had a late opening this season 
with Negro talent, soon changed to 
ofay, but to no avail. 

The 21 Club’s operators have been 
enjoined by U. S. district court here 
from using that tag. Judge George 
A. Welsh ruléd that the moniker is 
the exclusive property of the Murray 
Hill Restaurant Corp., New York, 
operators of N. Y.’s 21 Club. 











Kansas City, Nov. 22. 


Joe Reichman’s orch came in from 
the Coast to reopen the remodelled 
Terrace Grill of the Hotel Muehle- 
bach Friday (18). Grill’s reopening 
was sold out two days in advance. 
Collette and Barry, dance team, are 
also on the hill. 

Reichman replaced Lang Thomp- 
son’s crew, which had held band- 
stand for four weeks previous to 
remodelling. 





Chop Suey Legit 

A Chinese legit theatre, in combo 
theatre-restaurant style, will open 
soon on the site of the recently 
shuttered Mandarin at Seventh 
avenue and 52d street. 

Chinese plays, retaining the Far 
East aura, will be put on in a room 
separate from the main dining lay- 
out, but will combine the theatre- 
dinner idea. 


Moss’ Bill - 


(Continued from page 41) 

















Law, which was supposed to have 
gone into effect Sept. 1, 1937, follow- 
ing a campaign by the Philadelphia 
Inquirer against chiseling agents, 
was just a bluff, she said. 

Principal provision of the law was 
for licensing and bonding of all 
agents in order to rid the state of 
curbstone bookers and wildcats from 
other cities. This was never en- 
forced, Miss Bernard said. Pressure 
from big out-of-state bookers, who, 
under the law, would have been re- 
quired to get a Pennsy license and 
establish offices here, or work 
through an agent, also was respon- 
sible for law’s failure to work out. 

Bookers now operate under a 1929 
act regulating all employment agen- 
cies, which specifically alludes to 
them in only about two lines. Miss 
Bernard said a new law applying to 
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Indpls, Theatre Returns to Vaude 
Dec. 2 With Gypsy Rose Lee Unit 





Indianapolis, Nov. 22. 


Indiana theatre, 3,100-seat deluxer, 
goes into an intermittent stage show 
policy Dee. 2, with Gypsy Rose Lee’s 
unit breaking the ice. 

House had a try at flesh last spring 
when Tom Devine, manager of the 
Indiana Roof Ballroom, took a flier 
for six weeks, with unfortunate re- 
sults at the boxoffice. 

Theatre is now under banner of 
Katz-Dolle, who have utilized Cir- 
cle theatre for stage shows on previ- 
ous occasions, 





Philly House Reopens Thurs. 

Phiiadeiphia, Nov. 22. 
Understood set to unshutter on 
Christmas Day, Nixon’s Grand an- 
nounced it will open with colored 
vaude Thursday (24). First booking 
is Ethel Waters with her own revue, 
NBC’s ‘Four Ink Spots’ and Jesse 
Stone’s orchestra. Pic is ‘Swing That 
Cheer.’ 
Lincoln theatre, reported set to} 
open Thanksgiving Day (24), also} 
with colored vaude, is apparently | 
stymied. 








Pittsburgh, Nov. 22. 


Jerry Mayhall has been named | 
conductor of rchestra at Harris cir- | 
cuit’s second downtown first-runner, | 
the Senator, which opens Thursday | 
(24) under fluctuating policy of 
vaude and straight pictures, Get- | 
away bill will have only John Boles | 
in personal and orchestra. 


Unable to work out citisbatheey | 
deal with Local 60 of Musicians 
Union, the Senator, formerly Loew’s 
Aldine, will put $15 above regular 
scale in escrow for each musician 
every week, money returning: to | 
theatre if it uses house crew more | 
than 25 weeks during the year. | 
Same agreement prevailed at other | 
Harris downtown spot, Alvin, during | 
that site’s presentation splurge 
couple of years ago. Mayhall: was | 
also the maestro there. | 


Hardly likely that the Senator 
will stick to flesh regularly, using it 
merely on occasion to bolster weak | 
pictures, Idea is to take pictures | 
that click at parent Alvin for ex- | 
tended runs, same as Warners cur- | 
rently does with the Penn and 
Warner. Otherwise, house will use 
duals and vaudfilm, with Alvin of 
course getting pick of Harris first- 
run product, 

Senator is No. 21 in new Harris 
circuit, houses having all been ac- 
quired in last five years following 
sale of original chain to WB in 


The THEATRE 


BOOKING 


GENERAL 


1929. At that time, deal included | 


proviso that Harrises weren’t to re- 
enter theatre biz again before 1934, 





Troy House Gets Vaude 
Troy, N. Y., Nov. 22. 

Proctor’s Troy, a Fabian house, 
which dropped stage shows last 
February for straight films, reopened 
with flesh Friday (18) in booking 
Blackstone, the magician. 

Latter had played  Proctor’s, 
Schenectady, a Fabian stand that 
added vaudeville early in the fall, 





DeRidder, La., Nov. 22. 
Realart, newly opened 900-seater, 


becomes vaudfilmer in 
Dixie. 

Flesh will be a permanent policy 
after Dec. 3, according to W. S. 
Samuell, 


annthay 
eahvuici 





Franklin Hotel, Philly, 
Adopts Name Band Policy 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22, 


Benjamin Franklin Hotel here 
will install name bands in its main 
dining room end of next month. 
Samuel Earley, managing director 
of the hostelry, largest in Philadel- 
phia, has been to New York several 
times in the past few weeks attempt- 
ing to line up the music. 


Town is pretty much devoid of 
name bands, only other nitery using 
them being the Arcadia-Interna- 
tional occassionally. 
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theatrical and club booking agents 
alone would be asked, with plenty of 
teeth to keep the agents on a legal 





basis. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Nicholas Daks, Gautier’s Steeple- 
chase, Franklyn D’Amore, Robert 
Weede, Rockettes, Glee Club, Ballet 
Corps, Music Hall rrr Erno 
Rapee, conductor; ‘60 ous 
Yrs’ (RKO), reviewed im VARIETY 
Ost. 26. 


There isn’t much body to this 
week's platform program. However, 
Leon Leonidoff’s presentation is 
fairly interesting in spots and will get 
by. 

Franklyn D’Amore, doubling from 
the International Casino, proves one 
of the bright spots with his novelty 








(aided by stoogers). All the drinks 
he magically makes are passed out 
to the audience by four comely 
waitresses. It’s fast, mystifying and 
amusing. 

Dick Foran (New Acts) is last of 
the Hollywood group to appear. Tall, 
good-looking leather lothario shows 
nice pair of cowboy tenor pipes, but 
first shot behind the footlights in five 
years finds him a bit stiff. Herb. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Nov. 20. 





Lola Lane, Bert Walton, Con- 
tinental Thrillers (3), Mal Hallett 
Orch with Jerry Perkins, Ruth 


Barnes, Sam Kaplan house band; ‘I 





acros, albeit some stalling slowed 
his turn when caught. He works | 
with an unbilled girl. Robert Weede, | 
who has an impressive baritone, is 
in a special operatic interlude, as a 
former great who’s now pushing 2} 
hot-dog wagon. 

The- show is in three parts under 
main billing of ‘East Side, West Side.’ | 
Thus, it starts in the Garden, provid- 
ing the setting for Gautier’s Steeple- 
chase act and a routine by the ballet 
corps. Nicholas Daks, regular here, 
leads the toe dancers in a novel num- 
ber in which they create the appear- 
ance of being on horseback, old stuff, | 
but effective. Gautier tops with his 
dogs. His act needs tightening. | 

A street scene, with a cop char- | 
acter and polyglot others in a choral 
bit, leads to a glee club song and 
talking interlude aboard a subway | 
train. Effect of the moving sub has 
been cleverly conceived and exe- 
cuted, though the interior of the car 
is not exactly standard. 

The 14th street (N. Y.) scene, with 
a shooting gallery and other conces- | 
sions backing, is employed for | 
Weede’s special, ‘I Must Be Going to 
the Dogs,’ written by Maurice Baron 
and Albert Stillman. Rockettes, as 
gallery objects (clay Indians), wind 
up the proceedings in a fair — 

ar. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia. Nov. 18. 
Roger Pryor and Orch. Dick 
Foran. Ann Miller, Pert Kelton, 
Patricia Norman, Dr. Hoffman, Red 
Hodgson; ‘Service de Luxe’ (U). 








Earle show this sesh again dem- 
onstrates the axiom that has so often 


been proved here recently—a_ ftock 
of mediocre marquee names doesn’t 
necessarily make half so entertaining 
a bill as one socko act. There can be 
no actual complaint about the combo 
this week, which is really entertain- 
ing, but in too mild a way to be 
productive of word-of-mouth biz. 
Only one act, Dr. Hoffman, might 
. give the audience something to tell 
the folks back home about, and that’s 
too early in the bill to obtain the 
extra sock it would have in a later 
position. 

Pryor brings in a 13-piece 
band, including a femme at the piano, 
an unusual! bit. Neat blond also does 
a bit of chirping. or himself is 
an effective stick-swisher and m.c., 
and is good at retailing stories. Band 
doesn’t get many large opportunities 
to exhib its stuff, with all the other 
acts, but its outpourings are oke on 
the ears. Doesn’t seem to have quite 
made up its mind as to style, sway- 
ing between a mild form of swing 
and sweet. Lacks the blaring, punchy 
jive at both opening and close that 
is necessary for an effective come- 
on and sign-off at the Earle. Its 

arranzements of Tschaikowski and 
‘Whistler and His Dog’ (by Roger’s 
father) are both good, but not spot- 
ted correc*!y for maximum effect. 
A capella choir work of the band on 
‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes’ very neat. 
Red Hodgson, trumpet-tooter in the 
band and co-author of ‘Music Goes 
Round and Round,’ provides pretty 
good load of humor and neat rendi- 
tion of his own ditty. 
Pert Kelton, who leads off the 
singles from Hollywood making their 
p.a.’s in the show, is not entirely ef- 
fective. Femme comic was on the 
boards nine minutes when caught 
and had enouzh material for about 
two. Chances hats to portray several 
different characters, most notable be- 
ing Charlie Chaplin. Murders ‘Star- 
dust’ on the trombone, tells a few 
pretty good gags and is off. Had 
nothing for an encore. 
Patricia Norman, gal who made ‘Ole 
Man Mose’ popular with her waxing 
of it, good on that number but only 
fairish on the rest. Starts with ‘Heart 
Full of Rhythm’ then goes into ‘So 
Help Me’ and ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,’ latter best. She makes a nice 
appearance and has personality. Ann 
Miller, dancing daughter of ‘Can’t 
Take It with You,’ does a couple 
smart tap routines, but fails to k 
big: (1) because she’s not given 
enough build-up by Pryor as having 
played the pic part, and (2) because 
the film hasn’t got around to the 





nabes yet. Without that bally, Miss 


Miller is pretty much only another 


ost amusing portion of the show 
a by Dr. Hoffman, ‘world’s 
ighest paid and most famous bar- 
tender.’ Guy pours water into ap- 


Stand Accused’ (Rep). 





State this week is the first stop ina 
personal appearance tour of Lola 
Lane—her initial stage assignment 
since she went to the Coast several 
years ago. Mal Hallett is the other 
marquee attraction. 

Strong supporting act is uncorked 
by Miss Lane. After a short spiel by 
Bert Walton, one of the best emcees 


to play the house in a long time, the 
screen is let down on a scene from 
‘Four Daughters’ in which the Lane 
sisters have prominent roles. Miss 
Lane is then introduced by Walton. 
as comely across the boards as in 
the films, she goes well with the 


audience and exhibits a likeable per- 


sonality. Reminiscenses about her- 
self and her sisters, though a couple 
of her gags about sisters fall flat. 
Vocals ‘So Help Me’ pleasingly. Back 
to screen for a short scene from 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ in which she 
played the role of the temperamental 
Mona Marshall. Back again to stage 
with Miss Lane finishing the scene. 
Here she is especially forte and 
clicks solidly, getting a strong hand. 
Show opens with an overture by 
the house band following which 
Walton chatters about the divertisse- 
ments to come. Curtains part on the 
Hallett band in a swingy opener. 
Unit gives out a pleasing mixture of 
instrumental and stage entertain- 
ment, mainly for the jitterbugs. Blast 
at the ear drums is given by the 
trappist who beats away at the hides 
for some time while the remainder 
of the crew goes offstage. 
Jerry Perkins, vocalist with the 
unit, sings ‘My Own’ and “My 
Reverie.’ Nice set of pipes and well 
received. Ruth Barnes comes through 
with fast, excellently rendered 
rhythm taps. Band finales with a 
‘Christmas in Harlem’ number, in a 
blackout, in which members of the 
unit wave about phosporized props 
which form figures of colored enter- 
tainers in varied poses. 
Walton, who knows how to milk 
his audience for laughs and hand 
patter, uses a lanky, seedy looking 
stooge who appears ready to fall 
apart, in a sesh of funny talk. Scores 
solidly. The stooge, Michael Spryn, 
vocals effectively, ‘Now It Can Be 
Told’ and ‘Starlight.’ The Continental 
Thrillers, standard roller skating trio, 
complete the bill. Two men alternate 
in spinning a gal around via leg 
holds. Act leads up to a comedy cli- 
max with a heavyweight femme 
stooge from the audience collecting 
cash from Walton for volunteering to 
be dizzied. 

Biz good at show caught Saturday 
night (19). Eck. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 19. 
Sally Rand, Bob Hall, Kee & 
Tuck, Burns & White, John Gallus, 
Charles Edwards, Gana Lee Moore, 
Al Lyon Orch; ‘Smashing Rackets’ 
(RKO). 


House extended itself this week in 
supplying a strong supporting stage 
show as adjunct to Sally Rand’s fan 
and bubble dance. It’s first appear- 
ance at the theatre for Miss Rand in 
several years and audience at opener 
relished her endeavors. 

Act runs 10 minutes, first part of 
which is devoted by Miss Rand to 
manipulation of two large fans, while 
finale is the bubble-tossing episode 
which enables pommene to get a much 
better view of her semi-draped body. 
Offering has lost none of its artistry 
and it’s presented inoffensively. 

Copping the lion’s share of ap- 
plause is Bob Hall, who cleverly im- 
provises songs on topics of the day. 

Show’s opened by an overture by 
Al Lyon’s orchestra, followed by 
Gana Lee Moore, ®ocalist with per- 
sonality, who does one number. First 
of the stage acts is Kee and Tuck, 
mixed Korean team, with girl dis- 
playing shapely gams while hoofing 
and Tuck offering a diversified rou- 
tine of barrel-juggling and upside- 
down dancing. 

Billie Burns and Dennis White are 
a graceful dancing team and pave the 
wey for Hall, who at matinee caught 

a somewhat earlier spot than 
— to permit him to play another 


te. 

John Gallus offers novelty clarinet- 
ing, »j ng and balancing balls 
while playing the instrument. Winds 








up with manipulation of quartet of 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Nov. 18. 
Jay Brower’s house orch, Baptie 
& Lamb’s Ice Carnival of 1939, with 
Norval Baptie, Gladys Lamb, Claire 
Simone, Bobby Duffy, Walter Ridge, 
Gene Reichel, Leo MacDonald, Rube 
Yocum & The Skating Co-Eds, and 
the RKO Vaudeville Revue with 
Pinkie Lee & Co., Mary Minten, Bert 
Lynn, Geraldine & Joe. and Mula; 
‘Man to Remember’ (RKO) and Dis- 
ney’s ‘Barnyard Symphony’ (RKO). 








First San Francisco appearance of 
Baptie and Lamb's ‘Ice Carnival of 
1939,’ headlining the show which 
opened Nov. 16 at the Golden Gate, 
only house in town (outside of the 
burleys) using flesh ccts, provided 
the novel spectacle of more than a 
dozen skaters skimming around on 
a large slab of ice on the theatre 
stage. 

Iee, however, was hardly enouth 
to give the performers the freedom 
and space necessary for the execu- 
tion of any large scaie feats of skill. 
The most remarkable thing about 
the carnival, perhaps, was that the 
erformers were able to do as much 
as they did on the 18 by 25-foot ice 
block. Outstanding were the drunk 
act of Walter Ridge, the barrel- 
jumping of Leo MacDonald, the 
Bobby Duffy-Claire Simone duo, and 
Gladys Lamb, billed as ‘The Pav- 
lova of the Ice,’ with Norval Baptie, 
in an exhibition of grace and skill. 
Golden Gates’ own dancers, the 
Peggy O’Neill ‘Glorified Beauties,’ 
provided an atmospheric introduc- 
tion to the Carnival with a routine 
in which flickering lights helped 
create an illusion of actual ice 
skating. The Carnival, while a nov- 
elty on a theatre stage, is handi- 
capped by lack of space, and can 
hardly be expected to thrill audi- 
ences accustomed to the magnitude 
of the Sonja Henie ice spectacles in 
the flesh or on the screen. Previ- 
ously the Carnival was featured at 
the Trocadero in Hollywood. 

In addition to the Ice Carnival, 
the current bill presents a vaude 
revue topped by Pinkie Lee & Co.,, 
in which the lisping little gob is 
aided by two stooges, man and girl, 
in a comedy act very much like that 
in which he was seen here several 
months ago. Lee clowns and dances 
a bit in a snappy routine and the 
gal. Mary Minten, does a neat acro- 
batic dance number. Lee leaves 
next month for a vaudeville tour of 
Australia. 

The other acts are both above 
average. Berty Lynn, playing his 
vibrolynn, an electric stringed in- 
strument, displayed cleverness in 
imitations of an air raid, barnyard 
animals and other items, and in his 
performance of _ several straight 
numbers. With him was an eye- 
filling blonde who did a hula rou- 
tine. Two juvenile dancers, Geral- 
dine and Joe, excellent in several 
intricate and difficult routines. Kids 
have plenty of talent. . 
Although bill was one of the best 
at Gate in some time, arent due 
to competish by Rudy Vallee, doing 
a p.a. at auto show, biz was n.s.g. 


Milt. 
DUQUESNE GARDEN 
(PITTSBURGH) 

(ICE REVUE) 





3 Pittsburgh, Nov. 18. 
International Ski Jumpers (12), 
Dr. Beverly Sproul’s Siberian 
Huskies, Seilor Bros (2), Vera 
Hruba, Ken Suhl, Hazel Franklin, 
Alex Hurd, Randolph Duggan, 4 
Manniquins, Alf Trinkler, Jerry May- 
hall Orch. 





Successive clicks of ‘Ice Follies’ 
shows has led Duquesne Garden 
management to jump the gun this 
season and get in early with its own 
production. ‘Winter Sports Revue’ 
demonstrates folly of trying to slap 
these entertainments together be- 
cause with exception of couple of in- 
dividual turns, carnival isn’t in same 
league with the ‘Follies’ or Henie 
spectacles. 

It’s a hodge- e, with no pro- 
duction, just a collection of skate, 
ski and comedy acts that consistently 
displays crying need for judicious 
cutting. Runs well over two hours 
and most of it on the dull side 
through no particular fault of per- 
formers. 

_ Feature is sup to be a ski- 
jumping exhibition, with 18 perform- 
ing, but only Strand Mikkelson and 
Clarence Oleson register well. Run- 
way has been built at one end of the 
Garden but short surface makes it 
pretty dangerous and boys are 
forced to hold back. In addition, 
they’re on too often and their ap- 
pearances could have been wisely cut 
to the fleeting second-half thrills. 

‘ ations of different tech- 
niques are slow and generally pretty 
uninteresting, 

of revue is Hazel Franklin 
(New Acts), 13-year-old English 
skating whiz, who cops top honors. 
Featured also is Vera Hru Czech 
champ, but gal’s grace is more 
studied than natural. Has what it 
takes on looks, but in talent not in a 
class with Miss Franklin. 








eaietiniee te: Satng. Ne ei So eae 
big place. ould stick strictly to 
pantomime and it wouldn’t hurt 
them to scissor their turn a little, 
too. They looked much better play- 
ing the Stanley stage here a few 
months ago. Trinkler’s a diminutive 
Hans Brinker in clown get-up, with 
a natural talent on ice and a willing- 
ness to take plenty of falls for laughs. 
Makes them all look pretty artistic, 
however. - 

Four Mannequins (Martha Carter, 
DeLories Ziegfield, Sonja Garvin and 
May Judels), who were at Hotel New 
Yorker, New York, couple of years, 
cut some pretty figures and make a 
good appearance while Alex Hurd, 
late of International Casino, N. Y., 
goes through his barrel-jumping to 
nice returns. Both turns, however, 
seem more. effective for the more in- 
timate surroundings of the niteries. 
Here they appear just average. 

Ken Suhl, in baggy clothes, bur- 
lesques the skiers for scattered 
chuckles, but goes legit near the close 
for a thrilling somersault off the 
jump, landing upright. Some effort at 
production made for the finale. with 
skiers blazing down holding torches 
aloft and principals skating out while 
boys circle the rink ‘with their 
blazers. 

Shows such as these need plenty 
of production and a set routine. 
Otherwise, they seem quite ordinary, 
like this one. Cohen. 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 


Teddy King Orch with Midgie 
Fellows, Lucky Millinder Orch with 
Trevor Bacon, Avis Andrews 
Nichols & Roberts, Joe & Jane Mc 
Keuna, Chocalateers (3); ‘Swing 
That Cheer’ (U). 


Heavily advertised as a ‘battle of 
swing,’ with Lucky Méillinder’s or- 
chestra squaring off against Teddy 
King's house band, this week’s offer- 
ing, including four acts. is diverting 
but not sock. Musical ‘battle’ re- 
ceived the most exploitation, and 
that’s where most of the ‘battle’ re- 
mains—in the exploitation. The 
—— turns give the bill its only ap- 








That doesn’t mean the two bands 
don’t turn in a good job trying to 
force the swing-o-meter to blazing 
heat. Millinder is still in the throes 
of setiling a comparatively new 
band into his style, and evidence of 
his work is apparent. King’s crew 
is much improved since the Strand 
reopened it’s vaude policy couple of 
months ago and he has several ex- 
ceptionally capable musicians, but it 
doesn’t stack up as being able to 
compete with Millinder in outright 


swing. 

Fact that King and the house har- 
bor no illusions on that score is seen 
in the arrangements selected for 
each and the antics of the swing-o- 
meter, set up behind the two outfits. 
It hits the top once—when Millinder 
gets off his ‘Ride, Red, Ride.’ At the 
finale, it blows its top when the two 
bands combine. Controlled from 
backstage it would be stretching the 
imagination and = of the 
audience to have King’s crew force 
it to the top. 

Another glaring discrepancy is the 
batoning ability of the two leaders. 
Millinder makes King look amateur- 
ish. Stickwaving a crew these days, 
when bahds are essentials of most 
stage shows, calls for smoothness 
a showmanship. King hasn’t got 
it; Millinder has. 

his main contributions, King 
uses two medleys that take most of 
his time. First is a combo of some 
of the late George Gershwin’s clas- 
sics and the second involves a 
‘Cavaleade of Swing,’ presenting 
various styles from ragtime to 1938. 
Both are well done, a trombone solo 
in the first standing out. Millinder 
doesn’t stick to current stuff either, 
one of his selections being a swing 
arrangement of Rachmaninoff’s ‘Pre- 
lude in C Sharp Minor.’ 

Midgie Fellows and Trevor Bacon. 
respective vocalists for the King and 
Millinder bands, don’t get much 
chance. ellows is on during 
King’s Gershwin medley, piping ‘The 
Man I Love.” Follows it with an ar- 
rangement of ‘Dear, What Can the 
Matter Be,’ which is closely asso- 
ciated with Ella Logan. Bacon im- 
presses handily with two also, in- 
cluding ‘My Reverie.’ 

Avis Andrews, who’s been with 
Cab Calloway, clicks strongly with 
three songs. Opens with ‘You 
Went to My Head’ then Millinder 
profers the usual cigaret to lead her 
into ‘While a Cigaret was Burning’ 
she has to encore when caught. ‘At 
Your Beck and Call’ satisfied ’em. 

Joe and Jane McKenna and the 
Chocolateers are click comedy 
dancing turns. Former are aptly in- 
troduced as ‘Two Slap Happy Peo- 
ple.’ They belting each other 
around and dese the same way. In 
between it’s a laughable drunk bit by 
the male, followed by a burlesque of 
adagio dancers. Girl really looks 
like she could flatten the average 


Chocolateers introduced ‘peckin’ 
at the Cotton Club, New York. Their 
knockabout nonsense is swell. Doesn’t 
seem to be any definite ttern to 
their antics, but closer ahuteuetion 
shows it to be as cleverly conceived 


slapstick as there is around. 
Nichols > o smooth 





rent lasses, making any | marionettes while . Next to Seilor Bros. and Alf Trinkler look 
Rind Of cocktail asked for. Also | close, just before Rand, is held | after the comedy. Seilors, who were 
makes glass of milk, cup of coffee, | down Charles Edwards, Los An-j} with Henie show last year, are doing 
Coca-Cola, bromo, and te ice | geles amateur baritone, who reveals | their standard vaude act on the elon- 
gated barrelstave skiis, but make a 





a strong, pleasing voice. Edwa, 


shagging and lindy hopping at the 
ope 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y, 


Larry Clinton Orch, Frank Li 
Buddy Clark, Eleanore Whitnoe? 





Ford Lea Bea Wain; ‘Arka 
Traveler’ Yar), reviewed an” Wee 
RIETY Oct. 5. =. Tae 





Not the best show this house 
played but one that’s entertainnes 
and in Larry Clinton Particularly 
should have draught with the 
jitterbug trade. Stag well, with 
colorful effects by Harry Rubin, pit 
presentation has nice pace, flash and 
in spots, considerable punch. It’s 
tighter than most shows, running 55 
minutes, with considerable of the 
time devoted to Buddy Clark (New 
Acts) and Frank Libuse. 

_ Clinton has been here before and 
since has picked up a substantial fol- 
lowing among swing enthusiasts, the 
type that spells strong morning and 
matinee business. A quiet, unassum- 
ing leader. he specializes on the 
brass. 

Clinton’s band, whose swing pulls 
the punches advisedly a little on the 
blasting, is well-knit and gets effec. 
tive results. Ford Leary, instru- 
mentalist, also sings ‘Ol’ Man River,’ 
done in swing, and ‘Shad Rock,’ a 
novelty, to score stoutly. 

Bea Wain (New Acts) is carried 
by the 13-piece orchestra and closes 
powerfully with three songs, a some- 
what dated pop, ‘My Reverie’ and 
‘Martha,’ dome in swing. She's a 
comer. 

Libuse, recently at the Casa 
Manana, N. Y., is forced into some- 
what cramped surroundings here 
but it doesn’t seem to matter since 
none of his comedy slapstick is lost. 
He’s one of the best laugh acts here 
in some time. Libuse’s piano por- 
tion is on the band platform rather 
than on the narrow pit strip in 
front. 

Clark and Eleanore Whitney (New 
Acts) are ahead of Libuse. Clark, 
who has been on the ‘Hit Parade’ 
and did a stint for Lucky Strike on 
Mutual also, is doing four numbers 
where three might suffice, particu- 
larly since ‘It Ain't Necessarily So’ 
is so long, His others are recent 
pops. He has a good voice, ex- 
cellent diction and makes a nice ap- 
pearance, but puts little selling into 
his work. Miss Whitney, from films, 
does two dances, a rhythmic tap and 
a shag novelty, to get across o.k. 

Band’s numbers include ‘Study in 
Brown,’ ‘Chant of the Jungle,’ a jam 
session and ‘Chinatown.’ Clinton’s 
drummer attempts to attract notice 
by acting jivesy with a lot of mouth 
motion, but it’s tabu. 

Bob Baker, organist, does a caval- 
eade of song hits from pictures of 
the past 10 years, very good. It’s 
in line with celebration of 12th an- 
niversary of the Par this week. 

Cc 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 18, 
Hal Kemp Orch (16), Mickey 
Bloom, Shag Dancers (4), Bob Al- 
len, Saxie Dowell, Eddie Kusby 
Jimmie Shea & Guy Raymond, Paul 
Remos & His Midgets (3), Judy 
Starr; ‘I Am the Law’ (Col). 








Hal Kemp’s radio achievements 
and reputation apparently have 
built him a considerable local fol- 
lowing, according to the manner in 
which they’re turning out for his 
crew —-. Augmented by sev- 
eral dandy acts, the orchestra pro- 
vides an hour of lively entertain- 
ment. 

Kemp is a snappy conductor and 
m.c. with plenty of showmanship, 
employing familiar numbers that are 
given novel twists by effective ar- 
rangements. Above all, there's 
plenty of comedy throughout. 

After the band’s lively medley of 
current bits, Mickey Bloom gets hot 
on his trumpet. Pace speeds and 
the jitterbugs have a treat while 
two young couples, announced as 
New York state shag contest cham- 
pions, click big. ‘ 

Bob Allen warbles ‘So Help Me 
and ‘You Go to My Head’ well. 
Corpulent Saxie Dowell puts. across 
two comedy numbers, ‘10 Little Bot- 
tles’ and ‘The Butcher Boy,’ with 
clowning and original business that 
these sock selections new 
values. P 

Kemp joins the saxophone section 
for a sizzling band number, ‘Power 
House,’ during which there’s individ- 
ual solo work by most of the musi- 
cians. Band also scores with ‘Star 
Dust’ and Eddie Kusby trombone 
solos ‘Mood Indigo.’ 

Shea and Raymond are excellent 
dancers good for laughs. Loose- 
jointed youths do a burlesque on 4 
tango that’s riotous and then wind 
up spectacularly with the tall boy 
swinging by his feet from the short- 
er one’s neck to get big plaudits. 

There’s even greater applause for 
Paul Remos and his midgets. Their 
muscular and contortion feats are 
climaxed by daring balancing, with 
one of the midgets playing a xylo- 
gene him atop a pole balanced by 

on his shoulder while the 
= hangs suspended from the 
pole. 

Tiny Judy Starr burns ’em ie 4 
with her vocal interpretations of 
Went to Havana,’ ‘The Devil and 
the Deep Blue Sea’ and ‘A-Tisket. 
For its finish, band has a novelty 
arrangement of ‘Nice Work If You 
Can Get It’ that hasn't quite enough 
zip. Rees. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


Gae Foster Girls, Condos Broth- 
ers (2), Loretta. Lee, Johnny Burke, 
Mazzone & Abbott (5), Paul Ash 
house orch; ‘Submarine Patrol 
(20th), reviewed in Variety, Nov. 2. 








Teamed with a predominantly 
war film, the Roxy’s stage presenta- 
tion is calculated to lend a change 
of pace from the pic at its start 
and gradually merge into the 1918 


aura at its end. This represents 
nice planning, and the execution 
turns out quite above average. 
Parenthetically, it may be remarked 
that the Roxy’s stage lighting, which 
usually is a blast of kleigs head-on 
from the mezzanine, also sizes up 
better during this round. Less di- 
rect spotting avoids confusing 
shadows generally caused by the 
overhead glare. 

It’s a standard vaude show here 
this time, with the Gae Foster 
Girls taking care of the opener in 
a clever number announced as a 
streamline version of von Flotow’s 


themes in the opera ‘Martha.’ 
Actually, ‘Martha’ has_ nothing 
whatsoever to do with it except 


furnish Paul Ash and his pit ag- 
gregation with some notes for swing 
variations. The Foster routine 
meantime is based on good straight 
owning, and precision routines 
sans any corn). 

Condos Brothers, veterans, blend 
in at the finish of the Foster stint 
with seven straight minutes of tap- 
ping that seem to exhaust all the 
steps and gags ever conceived for 

al execution. Plenty of fire in 
heir work, and it holds up suc- 
cessfully. Well received here. 

Loretta Lee (New Acts) isn’t new 
at vocal chores on the stage, either. 
Omission of her name from the files 
heretofore is probably due to the 
fact that the biggest share of her 
work has been in radio, Over 
nicely. 

With Johnny Burke in the ace 
spot, the presentation switches into 
an overseas motif. Burke, comic- 
ally garbed as a doughboy, has a 
monolog on experiences in the 
trenches and training camps that’s 
based on neat timing and a screechy 
voice. There is no _ coarseness, 
which means that the laughs—and 
they are  sufficient—are_ entirely 
legitimate. He gets the chatter off 
neatly, and while a good bit of it 
isn’t totally unfamiliar, that makes 
no difference. Burke can put it 
across in the handling. 

Finale, or flash, is heralded by 
the Gae Foster Girls who whip up 
a peppy can-can, again nicely 
gowned, and sprinkled with five spe- 
cialties way over par. This paves 
the way for Mazzone and Abbott, an 
Apache routine, which for sheer 
mayhem sets a new high (New 
Acts). When this uintet gets 
through they’ve busted everything 
in sight, except the proscenium, for 
a wild and woolly finish leading 
into the film. 

Friday eve (opening) population 
Was dense enough anand the bor- 
ders, but plenty of space for new 
settlers was evident at the back of 
the house. Edga, 


ORIENTAL, CHI 





Chicago, Nov. 19. 
Freddie Bartholomew, Ross, Pierre 
& Sweeney, 12 Aristocrats, Kirby & 
Duval, Carr Bros. & Betty, Verne 
Buck Orch, Sweethearts house line; 
‘Vacation from Love’ (M-G). 





Jones, Linick & Schaefer move 
back to Randolph street with the 
take-over of this theatre after 12 
ray of operation by Balaban & 

atz. Always smart showmen, 
J.. L. & S. can be depended on to 
give a full measure of entertain- 
ment value for the customer’s 
kopeks, and particularly can be de- 
pended on to be vaudeville’s firm 
and staunch upholder. They will 
provide a new note of competition 
that will serve to pep up all of the 
downtown houses and keep them on 


__ their toes. 


Bartholomew is a rather expen- 
sive headliner on actual cash re- 


_ turns, but his presence on the ros- 


trum figures to give the house a 
solid send-off on prestige and good- 
will as a bargain at the price. His 
act itself is not too hot, but the 
youngster came through okay on 
Tsonality and showmanship. Sold 
imself to his mob strictly on his 
Own rather than on what he had to 
Present. He tossed off a brief se- 
quence from ‘Captains Courageous’ 
and gave ‘em a long celluloid bit on 
the screen which seemed too much 
of a plug for the piciure, ‘Listen 
Darling,’ playing down the street in 
& rival house. 
Best all-around act on the enter- 
tainment end was Ross, Pierre and 
weeney, the last-named a new 
member of the trio. Scored a solid 
smackereo here and had to speech 
away before the audience would let 
€m go. Do comedy impersonations 
and impressions of rac:. names and 
rsonalities. It is more than mere 
mpersonation, however, going in 
more for the comedy angles on 
bright and fresh laugh material. It’s 
a whirlwind variety turn that can 
Play anywhere or any place, whether 
vaude, nitery or radio. Appearance 
= standout, and delivery full of 
Standard turns were Carr Bros. 


and Betty with their. well-arranged 
and well-executed hand-to-hand 
work and the femme’s interspersed 
tapping, and Kirby and Duval, who 
made good here with hoke comedy. 
Aristocrats have plenty of flash in 
their dance style and routines, their 
precision number being particularly 
good. 
Again the house line proved its 
worth and ability by tying the loose 
ends of the show into a neat pack- 
age with the flashy bulk and music. 
Business fine first show Satur- 
day (19). Gold. 


HIPP, BALTO 








Baltimore, Nov. 20. 

Happy Felton Orch, Jitterbug Con- | 

test Winners (14), Eddie Platt, 

Marian Bellett & English Bros., Billy | 

Galbraith, Louise Dunne, Loraine | 

Barry, Dixie Dunbar; ‘A Man to Re- 
member’ (RKO). 





Happy Felton has built a following 
here after several repeats, always 
scoring a favorable impression. Ro- 
tund maestro has a pleasing style of 
delivery and sells a song nicely, get- 
ting the most out of expertly han- 
dled and rather original lyrics. Cur- 
rent supporting band is a ne" com- 
bination, well rounded in musical 
equipment and versatile in produc- 
tion and supporting hoke. Material 
is all new except for one repeater, 
‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe,’ an audience 
pleaser still. 

Cleverly arvanged opening by 
band introduces various members of 
the ensemble and ably simulates 
styles of top flight name bands. 
Eddie Platt follows with vocal of 
inevitable ‘Ole Man River,’ lustily 
sold in a robust voice and a pace 
holder. Nice contrast next has Lor- 
raine Barry, band’s femme swing- 
eroo, giving out an acceptable ver- 
sion of ‘What Goes On Here.’ 

Cowboy number by band brings 
on Marian Bellett and the English 
Bros. for socko session of comedy 
knockabout to big returns. Swingy 
arrangement ci ‘Aiexander’ next, 
after which Billy Galbraith, outfit’s 
Irish tenor, delivers a typical vocal 
in personable and punchy manner. 

Louise Dunne, band’s’ second 
femme singer, handles a legit de- 
livery of Victor Herbert’s ‘Street 
Song,’ encoring with ‘Sweethearts,’ 
assisted rather stiffly by one of the 
bandsmen in supporting vocal. Niche 
just right for Dixie Dunbar, on to 
good reception with a trio of haof 
routines, all cute and showmanly. 
She builds to a beg-off. Sore hectic 
shagging by seven winning couples 
in a recent Jitterbug Contest spon- 
sored by theatre and News-Post fol- 
lows to appreciative response. 
Finale, in typical Felton style, is a 
clever idea and a good curtain-get- 
ter. 

Biz okay. 


Burm. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 18. 
Glen Gray and Orch, Pee Wee 
Hunt, Kenny Sargent, Cass Daley, 
Fred Sanborn & Co., Doris DuPont, 
Sunny Dunham; ‘Torchy Gets Her 
Man’ (WB). 


With Glen Gray wielding the stick 
and introducing acts, band_ scores 
solidly in musicianship, its 15 pieces 
running mostly to brass. Band mem- 
bers could help general stage effect 
by loosening up with some by-play 
among themselves, instead of main- 
taining the more serious mien of the 
dance platform. Opening number is 
a swing tune strictly for the rug cut- 
ters followed by a pop medley in 
which the trombone _ section is 
spotted on ‘Mood for Love,’ follow- 
ing with a seven sax rendition of 
‘Stardust,’ in which Gray joins. 

Doris Dupont fills her spot niftily 
with a rhythm tap. With Kenny Sar- 
gent out of the vocal department be- 
cause of laryngitis, Pee Wee Hunt 
has things all his own way, winning 
terrific salvo with his vocalization of 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ ‘Old 
Apple Tree,’ ‘Pocketful of Dreams,’ 
and, ‘Devil Is Afraid of Music.’ 

Good novelty is provided by one 
of the band members who plays vari- 
ous instruments to imitate style of 
Tommy Dorsey, Jimmy Dorsey, 
Goodman, Ellington, and Berigan. 
Band then clicks with famous ‘Casa 














Loma Stomp.’ iN 

Fred Sanborn has help of magician 
who performs sleight of hand tricks, 
and stooge who walks on and off 
stage in black drapes, as he pulls his 
pantomime gags. Gets some good 
laughs with his fooling at the xylo- 
phone, finally going serious to do 
okay with a brace of pop tunes on 
the woodpile. 

Casa Loma goes swingy again on 
‘Shades of Hades,’ followed by Sunny 
Dunham, who does some top notch 
valving on tenor trumpeting of 
‘Memories of You.’ 

Cass Daley closes as a sure mitt | 
winner with her facial and body con- | 
tortions, and torrid tonsilling of | 
swingy _ tunes. Does ‘Spreadin’ | 
Rhythm Around,’ a comedy parody | 
composed of snatches of pop songs, | 
and ‘Got Ants In My Pants,’ in which | 
she trucks off in long red drawers | 
under silver evening gown. Band 
goes into another swing tune to com- | 
plete full hour from curtain to cur- | 
tain. 

Biz good despite unfavorable | 








weather at last show Friday. _ | 
Kiley. . 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 19. 
Don Cummings, George Byron, 
Chaney and Fox, Weire Brothers, 
Texas Jim Lewis and Lone Star 
Cowboys, Sixteen Roxyettes; ‘The 
Sisters’ (WB). 








Five acts plus a regular house line 
add up to both quantity and quality, 
and are worked into a smooth 50 


minutes staged and paced to retain 
all the variety of straight vaude 
without the abrupt clashes so com- 
mon in hastily assembled revues. 
Tip-off to the smoothness is the way 
the cowboy quintet is presented on 
full-stage Western set, which later 
forms an ideal background for the 
line’s Indian routine, also for a lasso 
artist who is brought back for flash 
to hook finale up with entire show. 

Gals start things off with neat 
rope-skipping tap routine, Don Cum- 
mings follows with his own rope, go- 


|ing into chatter as travelers close 


behind him, Spiel is easy and smart. 
He makes four scattered misses, 
timed for clever build-up of ‘camel 
through the necdle’s eye’ trick which 
scores solidly, then is topped by a 
fast array of variations as encore. 
Two of the girls give double intro- 
duction of Chaney and Fox, whose 
waltz routine is satisfactory enough 
to get a good hand. Travelers close 
again as George Byron takes over 
center mike for nice tenoring of 
‘Way You Look Tonight.’ Byron next 
utilizes side stage mike for ‘Old 
Fashioned Girl’ as house lights go 
down and baby spots all through au- 
ditorium pick out girls in gay ’90 cos- 
tumes standing in aisles, boxes and 
in tableau at rear of stage. Applause 
lasts long enough to let gals get out 
of way and allow Byron to get to 
center mike to explain Chaney and 
Fox’s next bit. Latter finds dance 
team running through quick exhibi- 
tions of trucring, Suzy-Q, pecking, 
Lambeth walk, rhumba, tango, shag 
and Lindy hop as Byron gives run- 
ning description over side mike. Ex- 
ecution isn’t always spectacular, but 
parade-of-hoofing idea interests audi- 
ence and snappy succession gets good 
hand. Pair finishes by getting top 
hats and canes from wings for what 
is introduced as authentic cake-walk. 
It gets less applause than before. 

Weire Brothers have a smart soft- 
shoe pantomime. Precise timing of 
dizzy hoofing, fiddle playing, derby 
hat balancing and spurts of nut war- 
bling click like a metronome and 
so do the audience laughs. Texas 
Jim Lewis and Lone Star Cowboys 
follow. Bull fiddlist Lewis, only 
hatless member of uintet, does 
standard hill-billy introductions of 
‘Ridin’ on a Humpbacked Mule,’ 
yodel solo of ‘Gold Mine in the Sky,’ 
‘Rocky Mountain Express’ with ac- 
cordian and violin train effects, 
Southern medley with banjo solo, 
‘Twelfth Street Rag,’ starring Lewis’ 
washboard hootnanny and ‘Climbing 
Up the Golden Stairs’ to let ’em 
march off to oke hand. 

_Cowboys use bow to get up onto 
side platform as line streams on in 
feather headgear, and little else, for 
effective Indian war dance routine, 
Cummings in white satin cowboy 
costume leads the finale with rope 
twirling. 


Biz fair. Craig. 





Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Reflecting the most urgent topic 
of the week, the current bill at the 
Embassy stresses the outbreak of 
anti-Semitic terrorism in Germany. 
But since no pictures of the violence 
are available (there wouldn't have 
been time enough to get them here 
even if Nazi censorship permitted the 
scenes to be filmed), the newsreels 
have had to treat the subject from 
this end. They have therefore lined 
up an imposing array of clips 
(mostly Metro), with Roosevelt, Am- 
bassador Wilson, Senator Connally, 
Herbert Hoover, Al Smith, Thomas 
E. Dewey, Landon. Rev. Gannon and 
Methodist Bishop Hughes included. 

However, the clips of Roosevelt 
and Wilson aren't quite the McCoy, 
since the Presidential bit is an oldie, 
with superimposed titles quoting his 
recent press statement about the 
Nazis. Wilson, being currently on his 
way back from Berlin. is likewise 
merely shown in pictures, without 


|any pertinent sound track. Particu- 
larly in_the case of Roosevelt, the 


newsreels were obviously scooped by 
the papers. Looks like they should 
have found a way to record the sub- 


ject for the reels, even if they had 
'to pick it up later. In Landon’s case, 
|the photography moreover is not- 


ably bad. 
As usual at this time of year, the 


‘other tonic setting a major share of 


newsreel attention is college foot- 
ball. This week’s games include 
Notre Dame-Mirnesota (Fox), Cor- 
nell-Dartmouth (Fox), T. C. U.-Texas 
(Fox). Princeton-Yale (Par), Syra- 
cuse-Duke (Par), St. Mary’s-Santa 
Clara (Par). Michiean-Northwestern 
(U). and Columbia-Navy. Last named 
is the customary special job done by 
the Embassy, offering extra-length 
treatment of a major local game. As 
usual, it’s of particular interest to 
New York grid followers, but con- 
tains more ‘filler’ shots than the reg- 
ular reels. 

Despite the undoubted vitality of 
the football subjects as newsreel ma- 
terial, however, it must strike the 
average spectator that the reels miss 











a chance of making the grid stuff 
much more informative and there- 
fore more interesting to theatregoers. 
To do this, slow-motion views of a 
few of the week’s outstanding plays 
would be a cinch, with explanatory 
remarks (preferably written by a 
name coach or some other expert) in 
the sound track. Such treatment 
would show the how and why of ex- 
citing. plays, explaining the compli- 
cated system of cooperation that goes 
into every long run, Currently the 
whole thing is too speedy for the 
average spectator. 

Besides the Nazi protests and the 
football subjects, notable clips on the 
current bill include a Kansas City 
oil fire (Fox), John Lewis speaking 
ironically at the recent CIO conven- 
tion in Pittsburgh (Pathe), Czech 
refugees from the German invaders 
(Pathe), Soviet air demonstration | 
(Par), sandhogs in the new tunnel 
under the East River, N. Y. (Metro) 
ice hockey action (Par), fancy diving | 
at Palm Springs (Par), and War Ad- | 
miral’s latest track victory (Pathe). | 
Rest of the bill is mostly the cus- 
tomary run-of-the-mine stuff. Hobe. 


STANLEY, PITT 








Pittsburgh, Nov. 18. 





»|sings Scotch and other 


cute bonnie 


STATE, N. Y. 


Jans & Lynton Co., Le Paul, Ella 
Logan, Harris & Howell, Joe Rines 
Orch with Frazee Sisters; ‘Stable- 
mates’ (M-G). 








Well balanced bill at, the State this 
week although three of the five turns 
are New Acts. Jans and Lynton Co., 
with Frank Brooks, open with dance 
assortment. LePaul deuces with 
dexterous sleight-of-hand, specializ- 
ing with the cards. He’s a neat, deft 
worker, with an ingratiating man- 
ner, working in tails throughout and 
aided by a blonde looker. There are 
also four audience stooges who sup- 
ply the proper touch of comedy. 

Ella Logan, in the trey, swing- 
: tunes for 
eight minutes to socko returns. The 
lassie is sufficiently 
hoydenish for informal appeal, 
topped by her now trademarked 
slouchy, beach hat. But she also has 
enough basic looks to. register 
straight. Opens with ‘Indian Love 
Call’ in swingo, then ‘Kid Named 
Joe,’ and finally, ‘Oh Dear What Can 
the Matter Be’ (announced as a re- 
cent recording), ‘Loch Lomond’ and 


Horace Heidt Orch, Larry Cotton,|‘Wee Doch 'n’ Dorus,’ with a jitterbug 


Alvino Rey, Trumpeteers, Bob Mc- 
Coy, Red Ferrington, Art Carney, 





Jean .Farney, Agnes & George, 
Charles Goodman, Vocaleers (3), 
Peggy Pope, Lou Bush, Jimmy 


Woods, Loys Johnson, Steel Sisters} 
(3); ‘Mad Miss Manton’ (RKO). 


Horace Heidt’s been big boxoffice 
at the Stanley since he first started | 
coming around with his original | 
Californians and Lobo, his dog, al- 
most a decade ago. He’s ridin’ 
higher than ever currently. No doubt 
that radio has helped, but chiefly it’s 
Heidt himself who maintains the 
grade A entertainment. 

Maestro’s basic formula hasn't 
been changed much in last 10 years, 
but it’s been elaborated on exten- 
sively. Unit looks a little smaller 
than on Heidt’s 1937 appearance 
locally, running around an even 30 
people. Leader’s taking a more ac- 
tive part now and becoming an able 
comedian, capitalizing neatly on the 
heckling routine with Red Ferring- 
ton and also going in for a bit of 
swell jitterbugging with a_ cute 
youngster, Agnes, of the lively shag | 
team of Agnes and George. 

Only major change in personnel is 
substitution of three Steel Sisters 
(New Acts), whom Heidt plucked 
from a Wheeling, W. Va., radio sta- 
tion, for the Kings, also a trio. Jean 
Farney, hotcha vocalist, is also a 
newcomer and shows promise. 

One of high-spots comes late when 
Heidt’s outfit, instead of swinging 
opera, do it straight. Backed by 
glee club, Larry Cotton, Peggy Pope 
and Bob McCoy crack through with 
an excellent classic aria. Mob 
doesn’t look for this sort of thing 
from an outfit like Heidt’s and gives 
it biggest hand of the show. 

Alvino Rey still crocking ’em with 
his steel-guitar wizardry and despite 
gradual passing of mimics, Art Car- 
new still can tie up proceedings with 
his accuracy on the biggies. Starts 
with Lionel Barrymore and Ned 
Sparks, finishing strong-on President 
Roosevelt and Al Smith, latter right 
on the nose and benefiting addition- 
ally by excellent material. 

Heidt’s also giving an inning to a 
new pianist and Lou Bush, the drum- 
mer, both cracking through handily, 
Bush particularly with his slick Jack 
Powelling all over the stage. For 
finale, Heidt has cooked up amusing 
session of shagging involving prac- 
tically all of the cast, and brings the 
curtain together on a fast note. Not 
a dull moment in the entire 60-min- 
ute layout. Dave Broudy’s house 
crew sticks in the pit and contributes 
abbreviated overture. 

Biz capacity despite heavy rain 
opening day. Cohen. 











Canned Music 








(Continued from page 38) 





of the remaining performances would 
mean a loss of $50,000. 


Trouble In Atlanta, Too 


Atlanta, Nov. 22. 

Union musicians and stage hands 
put on what amounted to tempest in 
a teapot here Saturday (19) over 
staging of ‘Faust’ by Opera-On-Tour. 
Inc., at City Auditorium. Start of 
afternoon performance was delayed 
45 mins. when union employes of 
company walked out and non-union | 
amateur stagehands and electricians 
were secured so show could go on. 

Officials of musicians and IATSE 
unions Saturday wired Councilman 
John A. White, chairman of audi- 
torium committee of City Council, 
that aude would be blacklisted for 
all union labor if performance was 
allowed to go on. Committee coun- 
tered with a resolution, to be intro- 
duced in City Council, that they 
would not, in future, rent aude for 
any commercial enterprise unless 
renters agreed to use union labor af- 
filiated with A. F. of L. 


finale. Whole routine’s for the jit- 
terers, in the main, and as such Miss 
Logan delivers handily. Petite song- 
stress, incidentally, now has a radio- 
screen-stage rep behind her. She 
splits topline with Joe Rines’ or- 
chestra (New Acts) in the closer, 

In the ace groove are Bud Harris 
and Lowell: Howell Co. (New Acts), 
with their colored variety of tricks 
that reminds of the good ole vaude 
days. Rines has the Frazee Sisters in 
support, Abel. 


TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, Nov. 18. 
Boys Town Revue, with Jim and 
Joe, Dawson Butler, and the A 
Capella Choir, Sammy Applebaum 
and Hyman Shulman; ‘Five of a 
Kind’ (20th). 





What was a two hour roadshow 
has now been trimmed to a 60 
minute unit for picture house dates, 
and it could well be condensed to 
45 minutes. It’s produced pro- 
fessionally by Will J. Harris, but 
talent is simon-pure, comprising 
some 70 kids from Father Flanagan’s 
institution near Omaha, Neb. « 


As an entertainment unit compet- 
ing with name bands and established 
vaude at regular (55c top) admis- 
sions the show is out of its class, but 
as a novelty it has a chance of sur- 
viving if sold on the basis of its hu- 
man interest, Catholic attention and 
recent film build up. In pie houses 
this is one to support a strong film, 
rather than the usual procedure of 
depending on the stage unit for the 
draw. 

Most worthy performance from the 
show is given by the A Capella choir 
which uses over 50 boys under the 
direction of Edward Paul, who has 
developed the choir at the institution 
for the past several years. As a juve- 
nile musical Hp deta the choir 
shows accom ment, and was the 
section of the show 


Featured with the choir, and also 
counted a soloist, is Sammy Apple- 
baum, ll-year-old, who sports a 
Breen-like voice and can classify as 
a vaude performer, 

Hyman Shulman, young violinist, 
is an addition to the show sent on by 
Major Bowes. He’s billed as a prctewe 
of Yehudi Menuhin, and his fiddling 
is par. With this he’s said to become 
a permanent citizen of Boystown, 

Dawson Butler and Jim and Joe 
earry front stage, Butler as an imi- 
tator, and the colored boys in dance 
routines. Butler is said to be a pro 
and caper? does Joe E. Brown and 
Edward G. Robinson finishing with 
Charlie McCarthy. Both acts are 
overly long, but probably explained 
by the time needed for extensive 
stage work behind the drop. 

Routing of the show begins with 
‘Toy Trumpet’ number using some 30 
boys as od soldiers. Two tappers 
then hold the front stage while set- 


production number. Butler takes his 
turn front, and is followed by the 
choir rightly spotted as the climax 
of the show. Again it’s front stage 
with Shulman on the strings and 
some warbling by Applebaum. Close 
is ‘Boystown’ song, written by Har- 
ris, using most of the company and 
working 1n a calisthenics routine. 

Considering that Harris started 
from scratch, production of the show 
has come a long way. The company 
with its juveniles, teachers, man- 
agers, etc., and its load of scenery 
and costumes is by far the largest in 
here in long time. 

Boys retain their amateur status, 
going along just for the ride, but a 
cut goes to Boys Town home. Father 
Flanagan, himself, came in for a 


speech at the state teachers conven- 
tion and stayed for personal appear- 
ances Sunday. Revue is agented by 
Central Booking Office, Chi. 
Selection of ‘Five of a Kind’ as 
screen fare made a happy combina- 
part of the 
Quin. 


tion, and film did a g 
attracting. 
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NEXT WEEK (Nov. 28) 
THIS WEEK (Nov. 21) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
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London 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (24) 

Pichianni Tr 

Vox & Walters 

Cross & Dunn 

Jack Denny Ore 
BALTIMORE 





EVANSVILLE 
Majestic (24-26) 
Rh’ psodies in Swing 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (25) 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Romo Vincent 
Charlie Master 

















Century (24) Joe Besser Co 
Al Shenk 16 Rhythm Rockets 
Shirley Lloyd Varsity Co-eds | 
NEW YORK CITY 


Paramount (25) 


Larry Clinton Ore 
Buddy Clark 
Eleanore Whitney | 
Frank LiBuse ' 


Chicago (25) 
Clyde Lucas Orc 
Toy & Wing 

SPRINGFIELD 
Paramount (25) 
Hot Hariem U 


| 
CHICAGO | 
| 











LYDA 


Dir.: MARK 


RETURNING TO AMERICA 
AFTER BEING IN EUROPE 


ONE YEAR | 


SUE | 
| 


J. LEDDY 

















RKO | 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (24) 
Rolf Holbein 
Robert Weede 
Beatrice Joyce 
Art Frank 
Henrietta Schumann 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
CHICAGO 
Palace (25) 
Biltmorettes 
Gracie Barry 
Ross & Stone 
Tomack & R Bros 
(18) 


Lillian Carmen 
Conklin & Thomas 
Mabel Todd 
Milton Berle 
Ralph Sanford 
Jansleys 
Louis De Pron 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (24) 





(18) 
Pon Bestor Orc 
Clyde McCoy Orc 
W & V Stapleton 
Fenwick & Cook 
Johnny Woods 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (24-1) 
Holland & Hart 
Bob Williams 
Red Dust 
Marjorie Gainsw’rth 
Ben Blue 
Great Yacopis 
(18) 
Gypsy Rose Lee 
COLUMBUS 
Proctors (24) 
Gypsy Rose Lee 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (18) 
Hal Kemp Orc 
PROVIDENCE 
Albee (18) 
Ted Lewis Orc 
SCHENECTADY 
Proctors (24-26) 








Bernivici Co 


Hot From Harlem 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (25) 
Ted Lewis Orc 
(18) 
Al Donahue Ore 
Slim & Sam 
Arren & Broderick 
Eunice Healy 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (25). 
Molly Picon 
Hal LeRoy 
Gil Lamb Co 
Emmy & Mad Wags 
Billie Co 
(18) 
Lucky Millinder Or 
Avis Andrews 
Chocalateers 
JI & J McKenna 
Midgie Fellows 
Nichols & Roberts 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (25) 
Jan Savitt Orc 
(18) 
Roger Pryor Ore 
Patricia Norman 
Ann Miller 
Pert Kelton 
Dick Foran 
Dr Hoffman 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (25) 
Roger Pryor Orc 
Maxine Sullivan 
7 Freddysons 
3 Wiere Bros 
Ann Miller 
Dick Foran 


| Nell Arnaut & Bros 


| Leon & Lucette 


| Savoy 
| Beams’ 


| Yok Ching 


Week of November 21 


Astoria D. H. 
2 Valors 
Dominion 
Lee Donn 
Trecadero Rest 
Eric Hosking 
Senator Murphy 
Gali-Gali 
Eve Becke 
Eddie Gray 
Adam Troc Ore 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
Connor & Drake 
CLAPHAM 
Granada 
Billy Cetton Bd 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Jr Ba 
Babes 
Premier 


Collinson & Dean | 
Wolkowsky & G 





SHEPH’RDS 


Colinson & 


Milson Sis 
HOLLOWAY 
Gaumont 
Afrique 


Ganjou Bros 


Juanita 
Eddie Gray 
DeHaven & Page 
WLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Bartlett & Ross 
Leon & Lucette 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Jeffries 3 
BUSH 


Leslie 


Pavilion 


low & Webster 
Gordon Ray Gls 


B BC Singer 

Milson Sis 
STRATFORD 

Broadway 

Yok Ching 

Brown 

Wolkowsky & G 
STREATHAM 














GREENWICH Palace 
Granada Leslie Jeffries 3 
Savoy Jr Bd TOOTING 
Beams Babes Granada 
HAMMERSMITH Billy Cotton Bd 
Palace WILLESDEN 
Low & Webster | Granada 
Gordon Ray Gis | Jack Fields Bd 
B BC Singer Jock McAuley 
Provincial 
Week of November 21 
ABERDEEN Renara 
Tivoli Rooklyn 
Jack Anthony EDINBURGH 
Bond Rowell Royal 
Hilton & Collins ‘ 
John Tiller Gis” Jack oo 
ay Morelle Vera McLean 


Hilda Meacham 

We 3 Fellows 

Desmonds & S Clair 

3 Clayton Sis 

Tommy Graham 

Donald Stuart 
DUNDEE 

Palace 

Harry Gordon 

Jack Holden 

Alex Lennox 

12 Loretta Gls 

N & P St John 

M'rwoode & Rich’ds 





Harold Dayne 
Neller & Clare 
Pratova & Jules 

4 Smith Bros 
Norman & Curnot 
Sherman Fisher Gls 


GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
Eddie Peabody 
Billy Guest 
Eric Randolph 
2 Schenks 
Kimberly & Page 
Pat Kirkwood 





Cabaret Bills 





Armando’s 
Timmy Vincent Ore 
Reed Lawton 
Sigrid Lassen 

Bandbox 
Eddie deLange Ore 
Frances Faye 
Phil D'Arcy 4 

Barney Gallant's 
Angela Velez 
Carter & Bowie 
Nellie Paley 

Bill Bertolotti’s 
Angelo’s Rh'mba Bd 





(18) 
Horace Heidt Orc 
READING 
Astor (24-26) 
Happy Felton Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (25) 

4 Dudleys 
Patricia Norman 
V & L Keene 
Gae Foster Gis 
West & McGinty 
(18) 
Don Cummings 
Chaney & Fox 
Wiere Bros 
Jim Lewis 
Gae Foster Gis 
George Byron 
ORK 


y 
Strand (29-1) 
Will Osberne Orc 
(25-26) 
Charlie Barnett Orc 











Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Rexy (24) 
Loretta Lee 
Johnny Burke 
Condos Bros 
Lazzone & Abbott 
Can Cann Gis 
Gae Foster Gls 
Paul Ash Ore 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (20) 
Happy Delton Orc 
Eddie Platt 
M Bellett & E Bros 
Billy Galbraith 
Louise Dunn 
“Loraine Barry 
Dixie Dunbar 
CHAMPAIGN 
Virginia (26-27) 
Bill Bardo Orc 
CHICAGO 
Oriental (25) 
Simm & Bailey 
Variety Gambols 
Ben Beri 
Harry Savoy Co 
W & V Stapletons 
Ruth Pryor 
Alan Rogers 
DAYTON 
Colonial (25) 
George Olsen Orc 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (25) 
Herby Kay Orc 


Gus Van 

Pansy 

Lathrops & Lee 
(18) 


Glen Gray Orc 
Cass Daley 
Fred Sanborn 
Doris Dupont 


KANSAS CITY 
Tower (24) 


Tommy Martin 

Steve Evans 

Paul Sydell & § 

Bernie Cummins Or 
(18) 

Boys Town Rev 
MEMPHIS 
Orpheum (24) 
Louis Armstrong U 


MILWAUKEE 
Riverside (18) 
Gracie Barrie 
Terry Howard 
Gale & Carson 
Elite 3 
6 Jitterbugs 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (18) 
Jan Brower Orc 
Ice Carnival 
Pinkee Lee Co 
Mary Minten 
Bert Lynn 
Geraldine & J 





Illis Dion 

Eleanor Etheridge 
Velyne Hague 
Helen Dell 
Roberta Kent 


Bill’s Gay 90's 
Charles Touchette 
John Panter 
John Bliot 
Don Cortez 
Jim Phillips 
Mary Roberts 
Harold Willard 
ArthurBehan 
Harry Donnelly 
Spike Harrison 
Bernie Grauer 


Boulevard Tavern 
(Elmhurst, L. 1.) 


C’ntinental Thrill’rs 
Mac Arthurs 
Cameron Crosby 
Audrey Noonan 
Donna & Darrell 
Earle Hart 
Mickey Feeley 
Vivien Francis 
Lois Kaye 

Bobby Bernard 
Jan Fredrics Ore 


Brick Club 
Hot Lips Page Ore 
Casa Manana 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Jay Freeman Ore 

Lou Holtz 

Veloz & Yolanda 
Benny Fields 
Abbott & Costello 
Helen Morgan 

B Minevitch Co 
Gaston Palmer 
Della Lind 

Kay Parsons 
Helen Reynolds Gls 
Betty Hutton 





Chez Firehouse 
| Al Evans Orc 
John Haysradt 
Tony Kraber 
Clifton & Miley 


Club 18 
Jack White 
Jerry Blanchard 
Doc Lee 

Shad Mitchell 
Pat Harrington 
Frankie Hyers 
Willie Grogan 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Orc 





NEW YORK CITY 


Club Gaucho 


Dimitri & Virgil 
Rhumberas 

La Carmelita 
Nedra Madera 
Sandovals 


Clab Yumurt 


Don Mario Ore 
Eliseo Grenet Orc 
Nena Montes 
Los Marinos 

3 Aztecas 
Senorita Sandoval 
Maida Vallee 


Cotton Club 
Cab Calleway Orc 
Nicholas Bros 
Berry Bros 

W C Handy 
Dandridge Sis 
Sister Tharpe 
Mae Johnson 
Timmie & Freddy 
June Richmond 
Jigsaw Jackson 
Vodery Choir 


El Chico 

Don Alberto Ore 
Paquita Dominguez 
Maclovia Ruiz 

Los Calaveras 
Dorita & Valero 
Senorita Paloma 


El Morecco 
Ernie Holst Orc 


El Rio 
Bobby Parks Orc 
Gus Martel Orc 
Terry Lawlor 
Baron & Blair 


Famous Doer 


Red Norvo Ore 
Mildred Bailey 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 

Ray O'Hara Ore 

Larry MacMahon 

Diana Reed 

Denise 

Liberto & Owen 

Eleanor Wood & D 

Murray & Best 


Havana-Madrid 


Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito Sanabria U: 
Carlos & Carito 
Pancho & Dolores 
Felipe de Flores 
Sarita Herrera 
Rosita Ortega 


Hickory Howse 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Orc 


Dario & Diane 
Eleanor French 
Renee de Janette 


Val Oiman Ore 
Diosa Costello 
Gwen Williams 
Gloria Grafton 





Belmont Balladeers 


Vincent Bragale Orc 


H’tel Belmont-Plaza 


| Hotel Biltmore 
| Phil Spitalny Ore 
Maxine 
Hveiyn Kaye 
3 Little Wards 
| Rochelle & Lola 
| Ginger Harman 


Hotel Commodore 
'Sammy Kaye Ore 


Hotel Edison 
Les Brown Orc 
Miriam Shaw 
Johnny Johnson 


| Hotel Essex House 


Rich’d Himber Ore 
Dell & Hamory 


Hotel Gov. Clinton 


Eddy Mayehoff Ore 
| Betty Gale 


Hotel Lincoln 
| Artie Shaw Ore 


Hotel McAlpis 


} 

| J Messner Orc 

| Gonzales & Menen 
Jeanne D’Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
| Tommy Dorsey Orc 
| Peter Kent Orc 
Edythe Wright 

| Jack Leonard 

| 3 Esquires 

| Helen Myers 

| Ross MacLean 

| Skeets Herfurt 

| Derothy Wilkens 
Joan Merrill 

Paul Rosini 

Lydia & Joresco 


| 
| 


| Hotel Park Central 
| Lee Myles Orc 
Peter Higgins 
| Bltons 
| Hetel Pennsylvania 
| Kay Kyser Orc 
Crane 2 
Hotel Pierre 

Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Eddy Duchin Ore 

| Don de Vodi Ore 

| Morton Downey 
Maurice & Cardoba 
 rrememeasnr ee: orm 


| 








Bela Villanyi Oro 
Dorothy Blaire 
Byrnes & Swanson 


international Casinc 


Vincent Travers Ore 
Val Ernie Ore 
Eileen O'Connor 
Tito & Valdez 
Eddie Rio & Bros 
Bood & Bood 
Shyrettos $ 
Grace & Nikko 
Marion Manning 
Maria Serban 
(Streets of Paris) 
Eddie Brandt Ore 
Sylvia St. Claire 
Rinaldi 
Marshall 3 
Mysto 
Ivan Frank 
Ruth Elroth 
Senny Tucker 
Ivan Frank 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Joe Capelle Ore 
Gladys Faye 
Mary Lane 
Montmartre Boys 
John Rockwood 
Vauglin Comfort 
Danny Higgins 
Ira Yarnell 
Sid Hawkins 
Tanya 
Adra Cooper 
Carter & Schaub 
Lee Leslie 
Gloria: Marsh 
Peggy de la Plante 
Lynn & Deering 
Inga Borg 
Margaret Grey 
La Marquise 
Frances Connelly 
Harold Leonard 
Earl, Doug & Cal 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Graziella Parraga 
Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Orc 
Anne Francine 
Tisdale 3 




















HCAN GIVE 12 CONSECU- 
TIVE WEEKS IN ENG- 


LAND, GET 


Charles Allen, Jack Curtis, 
\t| Joe Glaser, Danny Graham, 
| Ingalls & Davies, Mark J. 
|\Leddy, Bill Miller, Simon 
Agency, Swift & Nathano. 


HAVE ALREADY BOOKED— 
LARRY ADLER, 
BO3 


DRAPER, 


CHARLES 
\L. TUCKER 


| 17 Shaftesbury Ave. 
London, England 


WITH THE FOLLOWING: 


IN TOUCH 

















PAUL 
BROMLEY, 


WINTER SISTERS, BO BRUM- 
MELS, STUMP AND STUMPY, 
OLIVE WHITE, SARA ANN 
McCABE, LOPER and BAR- 
RETT, HAL MENKEN, SIMP- 
‘|| SON’S MARIONETTES, DORO- 


THY STONER, 
RAE. 


BALLARD and 


MORE NEXT WEEK 




















Hotel Rooseveit 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Lew Parkerson 
Tom Low 
Dwight Fiske 

Hotel Sherry- 
Netherla 
Tcharkovsky Ore 

Geo Scherben 

Hotel St. Moritz 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Theod're & Denesha 

Hotel St. Regis 

(Iridium Room) 
Charles Baum Ore 
Sam Jarvis 
Guy Owen 
| Simpson Sis 
| Dorothy Lewis 
| (Maisonette Russe) 
Mathey Ore 
Eva Ortega 
Boris Belastozky 
Serge Abagoff 
| Gedda Petry 
Michael Greben 

Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
| Light Brigade 


| Hotel Waldortf- 
Astoria 


(Empire Reom) 
Benny Goodman Or: 
Emil Coleman Ore 

m) 

Cobina Wright Jr 
Paul Draper 

* Hotel Warwick 
Gerry Morten Orc 
Dell O'Dell 

Hungaria 

Gene Kardos Orc 











Le Mirage 


Geo Edmunds Ore 

Harry Horton Ore 

Burton Devant 

Vivian Vance 

Bill Brady 
MacNaughton 


Le Ruban Bleu 
Nora Sheridan 
Elsie Houston 
Morgane 
Hayward & Allen 
Bowers & Walter 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Lou Martin Ore 
Elinor Troy 
Ford Crane 
Maxine Loomis 
Edna Mae 
Jack Lane 
Rosita & Anita 
Lura Bennett 
Iris Adrian 
Wally Wanger 6 





Little Club 
Pee Wee Russell Or 
Edith Roark 
Dolores Farris 


Midnight Sun 
Jack Melvin Ore 
Emily von Loesen 
Evelyn Rainey 
Jean Landes 
Bert Foth 

Mon Paris 
Charlie Murray Orc 
Virginia Uppercu 
R'yal Lukewela B'ys 


Monte Carlo 
Senorita Nina 
Lois Leeds 
Jack Rosello 
Maya's Congans 





Pierre Beaucaire 


| Vi 





Julian Altman 
Gaston 


Pelham Heath Ina 

Eric Correa Ors 

June Lorraine 

Marcia Harris 

Alice Dudley 

Kenneth Bostock 
Place Elegante 

Bill Farrell 

Benn Kauf 

Tommy Mills 

Joe White 

Wally Shulan 

Leo Lazaro Ore 
Plantation Club 

Skeets Tolliver Ore 

Barrington Guy 

Valda 

Moke & Poke 

Collins & Beasley 

Avon Long 


Lillian Fitzgerald 

Joe Adele 

Conway & Parks 
Paradise 


Dick Angle 
Della Carroll 


Ore 


Harry Jackson 
Noll & Noland 
Frank Paris 


Gloria Day 
Gloria Whitney 
Mexicali 3 
Pepper Pot 
Joe D'Andrea Orc 
Harold Aloma Ore 
Iris Ray 
Bill Seully 
Aloha Shaw 
Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Katherine Tate 
Corlies & Palmer 
Florence Herbert 
Ann White 


Rainbow Grill 
McFarlands Ore 
Marlynn & Michael 
Aurelia Colomo 

Rainbow Reom 


Al Donahue Ore 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Paula Kelly 

Ruth Nigey 

Alec Templeton 
Estelle & LeRoy 


Russian Kretchma 


Volodia Katov Ore 
Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Saksonsky 





Simeon Karavacft 
Marusia Sava 
Daria Birse 
Michel Michon 
Mische Osdenoff 
Klavdia Kapelova 
Sergei Ignatenko 


Sterk Club 


Sonny Kendié Ore 
Jose Lopez Orc 


Swing Rendezvous 
Bob Warren Orc 
Jack Laurie 
Prine’ss White Wing 
Patti Marsh 

Louis Sterling 
Vivian Vaughn 
Charlotte Carlton 
Ronnie King 


Versailles 


M Bergere Oro 
Panchito Ore 
Elia Logan 
D'Avalos Dancers 
Village Barn 
Freddie Fisher Orc 
Lillian & Dario 
Marge Hudson 
Del La Penhas 
Suzanne Austin 
Pappy Below 
Laura Dean 
Zeb Carver Co 
Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Ure 
Russell Dracken 
Irene Stanley 
Ramon Ringo 
Stephen Harris 


Jerry White 
Ann Gale 
Wivel 


Charley Bowman Or 
Bob Lee 
Peggy LeBaron 
Al Small 
Ted Lester 
Eleanor Ethridge 
Shirley Gay 
Alice St John 
| Bernice Stevens 
Ebbe Gyldenkrone 
Yacht Club 
Hal Hope Ore 
Fats Waller 
Val Irving 
Yvonne Monoff 
Sinclair 2 
Blue Drake 
Charles Kemper 
Ken Nichols 
Myra Johnson 
Colstons 





LOS ANGELES 


Bali 


Charlie Lawrence 
Bruz Fletcher 


Beverly Wilshire 
Bray Sis 
Harry Owens Ore 
Biltmore 
Shirley Rust 
Jerry Stewart 
Ronald & Roberta 
6 Danwills 
Bud & His 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Hal Derwin 
Shep Fields Ore 
Cafe Caliente 
Elenita 
Diana 
Leo 
Luz Dasquez 
Juan Navarro 
Eddie Aguliar Ore 
Cafe De Paree 
Rev 
Cafe La Maze 
Bradley 
Park Avenue Boys 
Clover Club 
Betty Bryant 
Perez Rumba Bd 
Stan Myers Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Rene DeMarco 
Wayne King Orc 
It Cafe 
Joe Moshay 
Bob Searles 
Bill Roberts Ore 
Jerry’s Mandalay 
Tommy Howard 
George Junior 
Frankie Gallagher 
Oliver Alberti 
Jimmy Kerr Ore 
La Conga 
Renee & Estrella 
Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Tiny Meridith 
Chas Thorpe 


Parisian 


Buddies 


Omar’s Dome 
Charles Earl 
Eddy & Tours 
Beau Lee 


Geo Redmond Orc 
Palomar 
Ruby LeCrist 


Bankoff & Cannon 
Johnson Bros 
Collegiate 4 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Paris inn 
Beverly & Revel 
Marguerite & M 
Dominic Columbo 
Thora Matthison 
Ken Henryson 
Henry Monet 
Tony DeMarco 
Marsha Noleen 
Chuck Henry Ore 
P Selznick’s Club 
Norma Young 
Marco & Ramola 
Kay Marlowe 
Max Fidler Ore 
Billy Lankin 
Seven Seas 
Eddie Bush 8 
Al McIntyre 
Danny Kawanna 
Kay Kanaai 
Somerset House 
Nonie Mitchell 
Lynn Martin 
Hal Chancellor 
Harry Ringland 
Topsy's 
Elmer 
Bernice Farrington 
Talia 
Marcella Blanton 
Lois Saunders 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Trocadero 
Bob Grant Ore 
Chuz Perez 
Raye & Naldi 
V Huge Restaurant 


Griff Williams Ore 
Charlie Bourne 





CHICAGO 


Bali Bali 
Bert Gilbert 
Kay Armin 
Park & Lane 
Jordan 3 
Dorothy Dawn 
Bali Gis 
Stan Norris Ore 
Al Milton Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Art Kassel Orc 
Marion Holmes 
Betty Grey 
Darlene O'Day 
Billy Leach 
Frank Payne 
Mayfields & Virg 
Blackhawk 
Jan Garber Ore 
Jack Gaulke Ore 
Audrey Dempsey 
Frederic & Yvonn 
Mildred Fenton 
Rudy Rudisill 
Lee Bennett 
Fritz Heilbron 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm) 
Playboys Ore 
Betty Borden 


Blondies 


Dolores Green 
Billy Kemp 
Fritzie Bey 
Edna Leonard 
La Marsha 
Connie Rogers 
Harry Hoyer Ore 
Bee Rogers 
Eleanor Johnson 
Mickey O'Neil 
Wanda Devon 
Blue Goose 
Frances Romas 
Alice Hanson 
Melody King 
Evelyn White 
Buck Hunt 
4 Hits & a Miss 
Harry Singer Orc 
Brevoort Hotei 
(Crystal Room) 
Flerence Schubert 


Mildred & Maurice | Charles Baldwin 


Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 
Broadmont 
Herb Rudolph Ore 
Loretta Owens 
Sally Hyde 
Dolores Buck 
Billy Fargo 
Bee Jones 
Bonnie & Virginia 
Estelle Russell 
Adorables 
Henry Simons 
Caravan 
Eddie Gorman 
Rocke Romano 
Toddy O'Grady 
Don Morgan 
Dot & Jerry 
Edna Leonard 
Carl Scholtz Ore 


Chez Paree 


Eddie Garr 
Frazee Sis 
Varsity 8 
Ruth Petty 
Juvelys 
Lois Harper 
Bob Hanon 
Lou Breese Ore 
Don Orlando Ore 
Evans Adorables 
Club Al 
Larry Ross 
Steen Bright 
Betty Dawn 
Belle Stone 
Ginger Roberts 
Evelyn Lee 
Leo Franz Ore 


Club Alabam 


Jacqueline Allen 
Tom Murray 
Red Barger 
Country Hunt 
Jack Irving 
Mildred Jordan 
Allen Cole 

Efe Burton 
Bernie Adler 
Dave Unells Orc 
Chalk Robinson Orc 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Club Spanish 
Millicent DeWitt 





Cooper & Madras 
Dorothy Dawn 
Pinky Tracy 
Bob Davis Ore 
Loretta DeBoer 
Ralston Ens 
Colony Club 


Lillian Carmen 
Nan Blackstone 


Hugo dePauls Ore 
Colosimos 


B & F Gilbert 


Jackson, Reeves & & 
Moore & M 


Kamia 
DeMay, 
Roberta Roberts 
Lois Maree 

Bobby Danders 
Bob Hyatt 
Pronaph Gls 
Hollywood 6 

Henri Gendron Ore 


Club Delisa 


Evelyn White 
Walker & Walker 
Jean Gay 

John Oscar 
Rhythm Willie 
Bunny 

Ross & Butler 
Sam Theard 
Charles Isom 
Partelio Gis 

Red Saunders Ore 


Drake Hotel 
(Gelé Coast Room) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Rolly & V Pickert 
Mare Ballero 

Dutch’s 


Ralph Cook Rev 
Rittman Dancers 
Roberta 

Peggy Moore 
Helen Dove 
Mort Lund Ore 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Room) 

Jay Mills Ore 
Homer Allen 
Rennie Collins 

6 of Hearts 
Harriet Smith Gls 


El Dumpo 


Bernie Green 
Jimmy Lave 
Mildred Parr 
Sally O'Day 
Jackie Baker 
Dot Keith Gls 
Ginger Veins 
Eddy Makins 
Phyliss Brooks 
V Canova Ore 
Famous Door 
Esther Whittington 
Juanita & Hight 
Bryan Wolf 
Irma Brahn 
Corine Gilbert 
Castellanos Ore 
4th Club 
Homer Roberts 
Ruth Barton 
Estelle Ellis 
Jeanne 
Shirley Lucky 
Shorty Ball Ore 
Franke’s Casino 
Thelma White 
Bill Ferber 
Nadja 
Ann Davis 
Pam Winters 
Claire Sis 
Dick Hardin 
Thelma Marland 
4 Casino Brusetts 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Ellsworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Gay 90s 
Joan Rogers 
DeNova 2 
Vee Ames Gis 
Geo Anderson 
Lew King 
Colleen 
Ione O'Donnell 
B Danders Jt 
Gay Paree 
Wellington 
Eve Yvonne 
Mickey Dunne 
Virg O’Brien 
Miss Ellis 
Bernice Bodel 
Bob Riley Ore 


Grand Terrace 


Sonny & Sonny 
Dusty Fletcher 
Howell & Coles 
Sallie Gooding 
Dottie Saunders 
Streamline Sue 
Connie Harris 
Leonard Reed Gis 
Earl Hines Orc 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Don Pedro Ore 
Joe Vera 
Bob Edwards 
Ruth Arden 
Dale Evans 
Kitty Lee 
Harry's N Y Cab'’ret 
Mildred Rock 
Natasha 
Cliff Winehill 
Dorothy Wahl 
Jean Mode 
Art Buckley 
Al Wagner 
Billie Myers 
Lee Berling 
Dorothy Johnson 
Rankin Gls 
Charles Engel Ore 

Hickory Inn 
Dictators Ore 
Fred Casey 
Terry O'Toole 

Hi Hat 
Al Bernie 
Nat Cherney 
3 Orchids 
Hi-Hatters 
June Glory 
Sid Lang Ore 

Hippodrome 
Jerry Marks Ore 
Jerry Gerlard 
Enid Phillips 
Louise Verhoff 
Virginia Maye 
Laser Gale Sis 
Billy Banks 
Hashi & Osai 
Joe Kalmus Ore 

Ivanhoe 
Helen Sumners 
Helen Irwin 
4 Hawaiians 
Earl Hoffman Ore 
L’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Gypsy 4 
Don Quixote Orc 
Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hote! La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Kings Jesters 


Ore 


Ore 





(Continued 


Jose Manzanares Or 


Mary Milan 
Liberty Ina 
Stanley Mack 
Mickey Sheridan 
Theima White 
Dorothy Higging 
Millie Erdman 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Limehouse 
Barney Richards Or 
MeGraws 

George DeCosta 

Jack Tilson 
Chick Williams 
Vivian Lucas 
Marion Miller 
Phil Chinara 
Chuck Andrews 


MclLaughlins 
Charlene 
Paty Ruth 
Tonita 
Marita 
Mickey Dunn 
Sammy Bari 
Jules Novit Ore 


Molody Mill 
Tiny Hill Ore 


Ryan 


Miami Club 
Belva White 
Earl Rickard 
Spencer & Foleton 
| Alice Tannen 
|; Bob-O-Lyn Gis 


Johnny Parkera Or 


Millstone 
Ann Millstone 
Ann Howard 
Irene Fortez 
Roy Swift Ore 
Minuet Club 
Minuet Gis 


Joy Kalise 

Johnny Elliot 
Dor’thy DeHought'sa 
Gayle Lawrence 
Art Fisher Or 
Rita DeVore 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelt 
Nameless Cafe 
3 Loose Screws 
Ona Mayo 
Ed Leon 
Evelyn Waters 
RaMundi’s Ore 
Helen Samms 
Mae di Fili 


Old Heidelberg 


Old Heidelberg Co 
Herr Louie Ore 
Geo Gunther Ore 
Paddock Club 
Whitman Rev 
Nyra Lou 
Muriel Joseph 
Sissie Robbins 
Genevieve Val 
Sharone 
Patsy DuBrae 
Frances Kay 
Rex Griffiths 
Jerry Frost 
Clint Wright Ore 
Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie Baker 
Bailey Sis 
Sextette 
Gower & Jeanne 
Jack Stair 
Beverly Allen 
Jean Florian 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Parody Club 
Freddie Abbott 
Marita Ryan 
Honey Lee 
Freddie Janis 


Rose Bowl 


Willie Shore 
Armida 

Ann Paige 
Meta Carlyle 
Pol-Mar Gls 
Burke Sis 

Al White 
Allen Kane Ore 


Royale Frolics 


Frances Wills 
Bee Kalmus 
Eddie White 
LeBarron 3 
Selma Marlowe 
Jack Hilliard 
Frolics Ens 
Mark Fisher Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(College Ina) 
Buddy Rogers Ore 

Dick Kissinger 
Elizabeth Kilton 
Joe Murphy 
Dezzo Retter 
Polly Day 

Mile Mignone 
Tony Marks 

Carl Marx 

Prince Omar 

& Marines 

Don & A LeMatire 
Boots McKenna Gls 


Dome 

Tony Marks 

Spinsters 

Marie Sari 
Silver Cloud 


Eleanor Leonard 
Ken Leslie 
Loel Muriel 
Babe Carney 
Neville & Day 
Dot Peterson 
Kitty Dawn 
Dorothy Stone 
Hazel Zalus 
Nord Richardsos 
3 Tops 
Jobnny McFall OTe 
Silver frolics 
Vivian Hall 
Joe Kaschur 
EFalaine Rabey 
Roma Noble 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Renee Villon 
Marg Faber Gis 
Jessie Rosella 
Vilma Joszy 
Ruby Bennett 
Sherry 

Yvette 

B & L Cook 
Collette 
Carmen 

Lois Cornwall 
Joel & Annette 
Mary Jane Brown 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Sky Rocket 


Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 

B Tanks Socialites 
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ACT ON BWAY-H'WOOD 





| Manager League and Equity Team 


To Close Loopholes in Ticket Code: 


Brokers Oppose Price Legislation pais 


$item + 


There has been a three-way de- | 
velopment in the Broadway ticket 
situation: the League of New York 
Theatres, under which the code 
functions, is using display space in 
the dailies offering to refund to} 
theatre-goers any excess of the 75c 
premium; Equity asking the League 
to name a committee to meet with its 
secretary and counsel to discuss ways 
to make it easier for patrons to se- 


cure tickets, and it’s planned to in-| 
troduce a measure in the New York 


City’s Council, which would make it 
a misdemeanor to sell tickets at ex- 
cess prices. 

Ticket brokers are burning again 
over the League’s ads because the 
cost comes from money paid to the 
League by them. At least one agency 
which did not sign the code is re- 
ported to have sold unstamped tick- 
ets, a violation of the federal law. 
The matter has been placed before 
the tax collector. Brokers insist it’s 
not physically possible to adhere 
strictly to the stamping provisions in 
the admissions tax law and the code. 

League which now claims the code 
is 90% effective, stated in the ads 
that public co-operation is essential 
to its success. Persons who buy 
directly at the boxoffice can secure 
tickets for any location if they are 
willing to select a date well in ad- 
vance, it contends. The offer to re- 
fund, of course, is limited to possible 
excess charges by agencies within 
the code. ‘Sustainable evidence,’ too, 
is required by the League, which 
also is probing reports of high prices 
by brokers outside the code. League 
is concerned only with theatre tick- 
ets, 

Amendment Introduced 


An amendment to a city ordinance 
was introduced in the Council yes- 
terday (Tuesday), however, which, 
if adopted, would limit the resale 
charge of tickets for opera and all 
sporting events. That was formally 
revealed by Councilman Howard H. 
Spellman at a luncheon held by the 
League Monday (21). License Com- 
missioner Paul Moss, also present, 
has introduced in the legislature a 
statute which would turn over to the 
cities the right to license ticket agen- 
cies and thereby control the pre- 


(Continued on page 48) 


SUSANNE JAYNE WANTS 
MARRIAGE ANNULLED 


Susanne Jayne who appeared in 
the Broadway show, ‘50 Million 
Frenchmen,’ asked N. Y. Supreme 
Court Referee John F. Cohalan last 
week to annul her marriage to Kirk 
LaShelle Lucas, foster-son of Wolfert 
Lucas, foreign film director for Me- 
tro. The referee reserved decision. 
Lucas is on the Coast in pictures. 
He has also appeared in stage roles. 
The couple were married in N. Y. 
in 1935, . 


Miss Jayne told the court Lucas 
had informed her his first wife, 
known as Ocean Wave Smith, had 
divorced him in California. Later 
she learned the divorce had not been 
declared final at the time they were 
married, 


Shubert Signs Hoffman 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

Dr. ‘Think-o-Drink’ Hoffman, nov- 
elty act current at the Earle here, 
Was inked to a termer Friday (18) 
by J. J. Shubert for a musical 
skedded to go into rehearsal about 
Jan. 1. Moniker on it hasn't been 
Teleased yet. 

Hoffman’s act, standard in vaude 
and niteries, consists of producing 
all sorts of cocktails by pouring 
water into glasses and thinking of 

















the drink you'd like to have. 





Blitzstein’s Play Delayed 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

Marc Blitzstein’s new play, skedded 
for a New York preem shortly after 
the beginning of the year, has been 
delayed about a month by his illness. 
Author of ‘Cradle Will Rock’ re- 
turned to New York and work Sat- 
urday (19). 

New play, done in the same song- 
drama medium as ‘Cradle,’ is ‘No for 
an Answer.’ It has a Philadelphia 
background and, like’ Blitzstein’s 
other work, is ‘socially significant,’ 
tracing the revolt of a college boy 
and girl against their parents. New 





show, skedded for production, will | 


have full orchestra, scenery and cos- 
tumes, with which ‘Cradle’ dis- 
pensed. 

‘Danton’s Death,’ which closed Sat- 
urday (19) at the Mercury theatre, 
has music by Blitzstein, 


Pemberton Riled 
Over ‘Misquotes 


Of Code Address 


Declaring he was misquoted in a 
daily after addressing Equity at a 
meeting last Friday (18) at the Astor, 
New York, anent the ticket code, 
Brock Pemberton hinted the possi- 
bility of legal action after receiving 
a protest from Gustave Gerber, at- 
torney for tlie Theatrical Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers’ union, whose 
members were supposedly implicated 
by Pemberton as violating the code. 
For the first time since the discussion 
meetings started, WPA theatre proj- 
ect matters were neither discussed 
nor proposed. 

Pemberton, who has advocated 
ticket control for years in a reply to 
Gerber wrote: ‘Neither by direct 
statement or inference did I accuse 
any of the above named groups 
(ticket brokers, boxoffice _ staffs, 
house managers) of being crooks. I 
did say that evidence in our posses- 
sion proved that certain individuals 
in these groups were crooked in that 
they were breaking their contracts 
in their efforts to subvert the code.’ 
Philip Loeb, who presided at the 
meeting, supported Pemberton’s dis- 
claimer at a luncheon meeting Mon- 
day (21). 

Producer addressed the union for 
a second time, following a talk by 
Maurice Evans, actor-manager cur- 
rently in ‘Hamlet’ (St. James). Lat- 
ter proposed an organization similar 
to the London Theatre Council, which 
would have a government official de- 
cide controversials. Evans’ main 
complaint appears to be with the 
stagehands, but he did not specify. 
Union ruled that the deckhands re- 
ceive double pay because of the over- 
time consumed by the full-length 
‘Hamlet’ revival. Pemberton ques- 
tioned Evans’ failure to join the man- 
agerial League of New York Thea- 
tres, although he advocated a ‘super- 
council.’ 

Margaret Webster, who staged 
‘Hamlet,’ and Worthington Miner, 
new member of the Theatre Guild’s 
board, also spoke about opposed 
forces in the theatre. She asked for 
active, organized co-operation from 
every element. Miner said there are 
too many restrictive clauses in Equi- 
ty’s contract, with the result that 
production is being stifled. Co-oper- 
ation among the various forces, he 
said, would find the ‘unions cutting 
each other’s throats.’ 

Equity will be asked to consider 








the formation of a central casting | 
agency which would aid experi- | 


mental acting groups in addition to 
serving commercial purposes. 








EQUITY DEPLORES 
LEGIT RECESSION 


Actor Union Attributes 





Breach Between Stage 
| and Screen as Cause for | 
| Slack Since Pictures| 
Would Supply the Nec- 
essary Backing to Speed | 
Up Production 


ASKS FOR HUDDLES 





| 

Sparked by Equity, a new move-| 
meht aimed to bring Hollywood | 
financing back to Broadway has been 
started. Council of the association is 
| apparently much concerned over the 
| slack in production, volume of which 
is distinctly less than expected for 
ithe New York World’s Fair season. 
| Musicals have increased, as indicated 
| prior to the season’s start, but 
|straight plays have dipped sharply 
after a fast start. 

Equity attributes the retarding to 
less backing, rather than material, 
although it’s known that some of the 
prolific managers have been unable 
to secure scripts to their liking, al- 
though anxious to put on more plays. 
Showmen have been urging that the 
Hollywood-Broadway rift be bridged 
for some time, and have proffered 
several suggestions to that end. 
Equity was disappointed that the sit- 
uation wasn’t presented more promi- 
nently during the American Theatre 
Council convention in September. 


Ask Joint Meeting 
Last week the Council adopted a 
resolution which may be fruitful, 
copies of it being sent to the League 
of New York Theatres and the Dram- 
atists Guild, whose contract for au- 
thors alienated picture financing. 
Each was requested to call a meeting 
(Continued on page 49) 


Now It Can Be Told: 
33 St. Louisans See 
First Play, ‘Women’ 


St. Louis, Nov. 22. 

Thirty-three persons who wit- 
nessed their first legit play, the 
opening performance of ‘The Wom- 
en’ at the American theatre Sun- 
day (20), unanimously voted the 
‘Living Stage’ an excellent medium 
of expression and entertainment. 

The invitations were extended by 
Max Gordon, producer of the show. 
As a means of acquainting the 
younger generation with legit and in 
an effort to revive interest in the 
theatre. 

Contact with those who had never 
before seen a stage play was made 
through a ‘blind’ ad in the personal 
column of the St. Louis Globe- 
Democrat. This burg’s only A. M. 
daily. Gordon and Paul Beisman, 
manager of the American, accepted 
the word of those who wrote let- 
ters in answer to the ad. 

Of the total guests, 25 were na- 
tives and the balance from com- 
munities in the so-called 49th state, 
the St. Louis trade area. 


ATLANTA JUDGE OKAYS 
‘ROAD’ AFTER PROTESTS 


Atlanta, Nov. 22. 

Judge E. D. Thomas of Fulton su- 
perior court late yesterday (Monday) 
granted a temporary’ injunction 
against Mayor Hartsfield and Police 
Chief Hornsby from interfering with 
‘Tobacco Road,’ which had been or- 
dered barred yesterday (Monday) 
afternoon following a special show- 
ing for censorship board. 

Show opened last night (Monday) 
as scheduled at the Erlanger, where 
|it’s booked for seven days. Judge 
| Thomas set Friday (25) morning for 
hearing. 
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Mercury Theatre Deficit of $15,000 
Reported, Discounting Story Group 
Was Financially Okay; Going Ahead 





Unbilled 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

Rising curtain at ‘Lightnin’ 
at the Chestnut Street Opera 
House here last Saturday night 
(19) caught one af the grips 
onstage, He quickly crawled 
under a desk and remained 
crouched there during the en- 
tire first act, with his rear visi- 
ble to a portion of the audience. 

Situation had the cast con- 
vulsed throughout the act, par- 
ticularly at such lines as, ‘Have 
you seen a strange man around 
here?’ Fred Stone, star of the 
show, explained the giggles and 
apologized to the audience in 
his usual curtain speech, 











Free Rehearsals 
Okayed by Equity 
For Paid Prevues 


Leeway on rehearsals has been 
conceded by Equity and hereafter 


free rehearsal period for each paid 
preview. Rules stipulate that 28 days 
constitutes the free rehearsal period 
limit (35 days for musicals) after 
which players must be paid full sal- 


counted as rehearsals but when sold 
to parties, the casts are paid pro 
rata, 

Herman Shumlin, who’s readying 
‘The Merchant of Yonkers,’ has 
pointed out that when players re- 
ceive compensation for such show- 
ings, it’s not logical to include them 
in the rehearsal period. Equity up- 
held the contention. With several 
paid previews of that play planned, 
a corresponding number of days will 
be allowed the producers beyond the 
four-week limit. ‘Yonkers’ is an 
adaptation by Thornton Wilder of an 
Austrian farce, ‘He Will Be the Devil 
of a Fellow.’ It’s due at the Guild, 
N. Y., late next month. ‘Ringside 
Seat,’ which bowed there last night 
(Tuesday), is slated to move. 


Thibaud Heads Move for 
Canadian Nat’! Theatre 


Montreal, Nov. 22. 


Joseph Thibaud, sponsor of move- 
ment for a national theatre, was 
chosen chairncn of an organization 
to approach various bodies interest- 
ed in a national theatre plan at a 
meeting held in Ottawa Thursday 
(17). Another session will be held 
shortly to draw up detailed plans 
for such a theatre and present them 
to the Canadian government with a 
view to state aid as well as private 
donations. 


Mayor Stanley Lewis, of Ottawa, 
presided at the meeting which elect- 
ed Thibaud, who said he believed 
the cabinet was sympathetic to the 
national theatre movement. The 
plan was endorsed by the Allied 
Trades and Labor Association of Ot- 
tawa and the Ottawa Housing and 
Planning Assn. 


Gensler’s B’way Play 


Lew Gensler has returned east 
looking over several- shows for 
Broadway production. Among them 
is a new piece by Edwin Justus 
Mayer, 

Gensler is understood giving up 


























picture production for legit. 


managers may add one day to the | 





ary. Gratis previews are regularly | 


Abrupt closing Saturday (19) of 
‘Danton’s Death,’ first production of 
the Mercury Theatre’s second season, 
marked an interruption to the me- 
teor-like record of the young play- 
ers. Generally supposed that the 
group was financially secure but it’s 
reported to have gone into the red 
for $15,000. Bad business forced the 
play’s suspension. Claim that Mer- 
cury will shortly prepare ‘Five 
Kings’ in association with the Thea- 
tre “Guild. An extended tour is 
planned. Burgess Meredith is still 
being dickered for to star with 
Orson Welles. 


Hereafter, the group will use a 
larger theatre, plan being to sub- 
lease its present house, which was 
formerly the Comedy. House was 
leased for five years when Mercury 
started last season. Rental is said 
to have been comparatively light. 


Mercury’s original backers may 
have lost interest in the venture, 
several persons of affluence having 
been mentioned among those who 
provided the financing. When the 
group started this season, Marcus 
Heiman guaranteed the salaries. Mare 
tin Beck is also interested. 


In show circles it’s believed that 
Mercury’s rapid rise was the result 
of an over-enthusiastic press. Critics 
went to town over ‘Julius Caesar’ 
and ‘A Shoemaker’s Holiday,’ re- 
vivals that called for no royalties. 
The shows, given in repertory, drew 
capacity, resulting in Mercury mov- 
ing the attractions to the larger Na- 
tional. After several months there, 
attendance started to dip and 
‘Caesar’ was returned to the Mer- 
cury, later to be switched again to 
the National upon ‘Shoemaker’s’ 
closing. That date was curtailed, 
however. 

Raves Puzzle Managers 


Managers wondered over the criti- 
cal raves at a time when the re- 
viewers disliked a succession of 
more expansive productions. Grouv 
had control of ‘The Cradle Will 
Rock,’ originally scheduled by the 
WPA, but leased it to Sam H. Gris- 
man, WPA execs had vetoed the 
play as being too radical. The nov- 
elty was presented at the Windsor 
but was not considered a financial 
success. It reverted to Mercury and 
was also shown at its theatre late 
last season, 


Mercury was formed by Orson 
Welles and John Houseman, both 
having been connected with the 
WPA theatre project. They had 
originally readied ‘Cradle’ for the 
theatre project. Welles and House- 
man were determined to show the 
work, an operetta type, and it was 
played for two weeks at the former 
Jolson (now Yiddish Art theatre), 


(Continued on page 48) 


BYRON RECOVERING BUT 
WON'T JOIN ‘LANDSCAPE’ 


Arthur Byron, Equity president, 
while convalescing from an ear in- 
fection, will not join the cast of 
‘American Landscape,’ which opened 
in Boston Monday (21). Charles 
Waldron, who came from the Coast 








| to fill the Byron part, was guaran- 


teed at least four weeks. 


Show will open at the Cort, New 
York, Dec, 3. 





Mary Boland East To 
Talk Over Stage Play 


Hollywood, Nov. 22. 
Mary Boland trained for New 
York yesterday (Monday) to fill a 
guest spot on the Eddie Cantor 
broadcast (28) and to confer with 
Sidney Harmon on a possible legit 
play. 





Miss Boland recently finished in 
the Paramount picture, ‘Two Weeks 


} With Pay.’ 
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Plays on Broadway 








Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Hudson Nov. 21 by Jerome Mayer and 
Leonard Field: written by Nathaniel West 
and Joseph Schrank; staged by Mayer; 
$2.30 top. 3 
William Le@wWiS...scccocecvercse: Guy Spaull 
Corporal Thompson........-Dennis Gurney 
Hank Russ0......--+eeeee8: George Tobias 
CUNT so k.60 che ee ant 806s dos James Larmore 
Lt. Colonel Jarvis, D.S.0.....Nicholas Joy 
Corporal Bowker......+-+.++++> os Be Wilson 
Maior Fitzsimmons, M.C.......- Ben Smith 
Lieutenant Fernique......-. Marcel Journet 
Captain Stuart Stewart....Edward Harvey 
( atpain Ram Singh.......John Barrington 
$e e rerald Forsyte ce " 
Second Lieut. Gerald of 
tr > yeneral AHTCAVES.......65- 
Brigadier General Hargrea te ns a 
Marie.. a ee hea a eeeee Beene Susi Lanner 
Grace Hargreaves.......-- Estelle W inwood 
Monsieur Jervais.....e++-++--> LeRoi Operti 
Major Gemneral......- soe Horace Siinciait 
Lieut. Max von Auster..... Jess Thomassen 
Cal. von Shimmelnpfenig.....George Brandt | 
Capt. Ras Mahamoud....Tracy D. Rutledge 
General Liebfrau........-++4 Alfred Kappeler 





Busiest week of openings this fall 
started off with a dud, new managers 
having selected a war comedy. that 
seemed an unbelievable story about 
British officers, although play is sup- 
posed to be satire. 

Fairly large cast is principally 
peopled with English players, most 
of them having given performances 
superior to this evening’s. If things | 
were as depicted in this play, also 
called ‘Blow, Bugle, Blow,” then the 
war was a farce. But the recollec- 
tions and results of the world con- 
flict are still too vivid and ‘Good 
Hunting,’ a British expression, 1s iIn- 
credible. 

Piece is enacted in an old church | 
which is the headquarters of a Brit- 
ish division early in the struggle. 
War atmosphere is conveyed by the 
uniforms of the staff plus presence | 
of foreign attaches and a field tele- | 
phone central. Gruesome details are | 
hardly touched upon, although a | 
pretty young charwoman Is discov- 
ered to be a spy, after wooing the 
affections of a lieutenant who just | 
joined up. 

A major, aware the girl is trying 
to send information to the German 
lines, schedules a phony campaign 
of advance. It is unwittingly sent 
as a dispatch by the general’s primpy 
wife, and the next morning the men 
attack and take a position the divi- 
sion had failed for months to attain. 
But the men continue to advance 
into the enemy sector and become 
lost, this information coming by way 
of the phone and carrier pigeon. 


Last act has the Germans advanc- 
ing and calmly taking the English 
headquarters after a few stray shots. 
The Hun general and the English 
leader turn out to be old friends, 
but the story is complicated when 
word comes that the German troops 
kept on going, too, and were prob- 
ably taken. There the story abruptly 
ends. 

Through these proceedings comedy 


ee 





} 
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war correspondents wander into 
headquarters, telephone fantastic 
yarns to Paris and are frequently 


thrown out. First nighters seemed to 
giggle now and then, but most 
seemed to wonder how the show 
reached the boards. 

There are two feminine parts, Es- 
telle Winwood playing the general’s 
wife and Susi nner portraying a 
slim Viennese actress appearing as 
the spy. Latter makes her part 


' Edmund Glover, Will Dean, Don De 


| George Abbott would have achieved. 


funny situations and lines, but no, 
vital appeal, and consequently no | 
emotional compulsion. es 

It is significant that the author Is 
only 22 years old and a recent col- 
lege graduate. There's no disgrace 
in either of those facts, and cer- 
tainy nothing wrong with a young 
man of that age and recent college 
background being interested in the 
minor events and situations of col- 
lege life. But it’s doubtful if there 
are enough paying playgoers in the} 


| 


22-year-old - college - graduate cate-| 





| gory to supply audiences for such a | 


play. And to most adults, particu- | 
larly in this strenuous day, the| 
events of ‘Where Do We Go from | 
Here?’ will seem, to put it gently, | 
pretty innocuous. 

According to the dope, Bowers | 


wrote this play from actual incidents | 
of his own recent stay in the Alpha | 
Tau Omega house at the University | 
of Missouri. Later, in Hollywood, | 
where he was a film writer, he in-| 
terested a group of actors in the) 
script and they gave it a coopera- 
tive tryout. Anatol Winogradoff, 
who staged the current production, 
also directed that one. The original 
cast included five members of the 
present company—Michael Owen, 


Fore and Stanley Becker. They in-| 
terested Dwight Taylor in the script, | 
and he later brought Hammerstein | 
into the venture. 

If ‘Where Do We Go from Here?’ 
is a commercial failure, however, it 
is by no means a complete loss to the 
Broadway theatre. For while Bow- 
ers is an immature playwright, he 
shows promise with this attempt, 
properly catching the spirit of frat- 
house life. What he appears to need 
at present is something worth while 
to say and the emotional and intel- 
lectual depth to give it stature. He 
will almost certainly be heard from 
again—and creditably. 

Winogradoff reveals himself as a 
director of no little talent, while the 
five members of the original cast, 
making their Broadway entries, are 
likewise worthy of future attention. 
Winogradoff hasn't entirely  suc- 
ceeded in his staging. He has 
failed, for instance, to get anything 
like the comedy pace that, say, a 





There are other little tricks he has 
missed, but his staging shows a defi- 
nite feeling for atmosphere and situ- 
ation. 

_All five newcomers give deft, con- 
vincing performances. That is par- 
ticularly so in the cases of De Fore, 
Glover and Dean. With an imper- 
fectly-written part, containing sev- 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Everywhere I Roam’—Marc 
Connelly, Bela Blau. 

‘Merchant of Yonkers’—Her- 
man Shumlin. 

‘Here Come the Clowns’— 
Eddie Dowling. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
(road )—Royal Stout. 

‘Soliloquy’—H. Weissmann. 

‘Lorelei’? — Richard Aldrich, 
Dennis King. 

‘Trilby’ (road) 
Hampden. 
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7 Plays Out of Town : 
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American Landscape 
Boston, Novy, 21. 


Drama in three acts by Elmer Rice; 
presented by The Playwrights Co.; staged 
by the author; settings and costumes by 
| Aline Bernstein, At the Wilbur, Boston, 











campus cuties in drag makes for some 
laughs. At that, some of the boys 
make up as good-looking dames. 
And, by the same token, their en- 
semble terpsichorean efforts are more 
enthusiastic than the “oxyettes. All 
in all, however, dance stager, Walter 
F. Keenan, Jr., did a good terp job. 

James H. Freer, 3d, carries the bur- 
den of the vocal department, and 


librettist Hess is histrionically prom- | 


inent, too. In a gigolo sequence he 
isn’t as effective as some of his sub- 
sequent work. The battling finale o 


Sweet vs. Swing in a Madison Square | 


Garden pugilistic setting, is Jhigh- 
lighted by Robert W. Troup, Jr.'s, ex- 


cellent comedy values as Killer- 
Diller, contrasted to Charles J. 
Koenig, likewise clicky as Melody 


Moe, the salon kid. Joseph A. Jen- 
kins and Elias B. Baker, Jr., are also 
effective as the No. 1 boy-girl team. 
William A. Borrie registers as Sandy, 
a Scotch character, and Louis D. Day, 
Jr.. Nathaniel C. Doughty, Jr., Rob- 
ert L. Kunzig and John N. Horrocks, 
Jr.. likewise work hard and often, 
and with like ingratiation. 


Paul B. Hartenstein, ’23, is chairman 


of this vear’s production; P. Hacke | 


George, Jr., Wh. ’39, is undergraduate 
business manager. Tunesmith Clay 
Boland, °'26, is a vet songwriter and 
author of many Mask and Wig scores. 
He’s a Philly dentist; his new lyricist, 
S. Bickley Reichner, is on the Philly 
Bulletin. Show is current this week 
in Philadelphia and is scheduled for 
a long tour beyond New Y eat 
et. 


YIDDISH PLAY 
The Eternal Melody 








eral contradictory angles. De Fore 
makes the character interesting and, 
as far as possible, believable. Among 
the others who play acceptably are 
Ralph Holmes, Eugene Gericke, 
James Truex, George Carleton and 
Theodore Leavitt. Hobe. 





All Around the Town 


(51ST MASK AND WIG SHOW) 
_U. ot Pennsylvania Mask and Wig mu- 
Sical in two acts and 21 scenes at Center. 
N. Y., two performances Noy. 19, "38, 
top. Dialog mostly by George Elliott Hess; 
songs, Clay A. Boland and 8S. Bickley Reich- 
ner; direction, Robert F. Brown: dances 
Walter F. Keenan, Jr.: choir, Boland: con- 


ductor, Joseph F, -Follman, Jr.; arrange- 
ments, Boland. 











likable, though the script has it 
ridiculous. Among the leads are 
Aubrey Mather, Ben Smith, Nicholas 
Joy, Alfred Kappeler, Derek Wil- 
liams, George Tobias, Horace Sin- 
clair. Marcel Journet and John Bar- 
rington. Off-stage effects were any- 
thing but the McCoy. Ibee. 


Where Do We Go From 
. Here? 


Comedy in three acts (five scenes) by 
William Bowers; staged by Anatol Wino- 
gradoff, setting, Hugh Willoughby; pre- 
gented by Oscar Hammerstein 2d and 
Dwight Taylor; at Vanderbilt, N. Y., Nov. 
15, ‘38; $3.30 top. 









EE iid c rhe oO hun beneseeteee James Fuller 
DIMER. co: cv arosetngase eccses+e-JOhn Laird 
BOG usa dd o's bus ou nes eesvecee-- Ralph Holmes 
Reneie...... 2c eetessocccccsss Don De Fore 
Jack Hanley.......e. ceeccers Michael Owen 
WOK kpccn de cboctbecens esedves Stanley Beeker 
ip, ee ee -Edmund Glover 
eer -+--Gilbert Fates 
BORGES sos ca cvcsvcesecscoeceseoes John James 
BEARS o ccwccccsccedecsvecccsseves Will Dean 
PU ts ones eves’ +qnceeeetecus Eugene Gericke 
BURR Sew cccncccbccevoscesenceved james Truex 
Ted Miller.....ccccccseses Charles Mendick 
Doc Saunders. .....ceeeeees George Carleton 
Harry Harris......ccsces- Theodore Leavitt 
Baill ......--cccccccees Richard &S. Bis:op 
Butea .. 6. ceccccccceseccccescseess Ed Sabo! 
Joe King. .....--ccecccceces Paul Haiamond 
Carole Lester......ccceesses- Cathie Bailey 
While ‘Where Do We Go from 
Here?’ is an interesting try, this) 


fresh production of the season by 
Oscar Hammerstein 2d appears a 
doubtful prospect for Broadway suc- 
cess. It’s betier film material. 

The comedy is a sort of ‘Stage 
Door’ in a college fraternity house. 
It shows the atmosphere of a typi- 
cal frathouse at an average co-edu- 
cational American college, tying up 
the plot mostly.-wit: the boys’ at- 


_Principals: John P. Stokes, Robert Tf. 
Kunzig, Nathaniel C. Doughty, Jr., Thomas 
L. Tyler, Donald M. Pollock, Joseph A, 
Jenkins, Elias B. Baker, Jr., William A. 
Borrie, George Eliott Hess, Robert TL. Kun- 
zig, William J. Cox, Louis D. Day, Jr., John 
N. Horrocks, Jr.. Robert W. Troup, Jr 
Charlies J. Koenig. James A. Snyder, John 


Drama in three acts (8 scenes) by Simon 
Wo'f and Harry Hoffenberg; presented by | 
Oscar Green. Staged by Max Wilner. 
Music, Abe Schwartz; lyrics, Wolf and 
Isador Lillian. At the Hopkinson, Bklyn; 
$1.65 top. 

Dvorah Frumkin,.......- Hannah Hollander 
Hershel ....cccescesceceess Yarob Sussanoff 
Dovid 2c cccccccescevesseoss Seymour Siegel 
Yankel Minsky......--.ses6++-- Simon Wolf 
Barals ..dsccvccvevescseteoes Nadia Dranova 
Abraham Mann......sse++. Bennie Seidman 
Florence ......+.+ Cosceccoseses Betty Budanov 

Bella cecccscvccccccccccess Paula Lubelska 
BWOK ccocsveceses ecesccess++.S01 Josephson 
Pinchos Oxman...e-seeessses-s Max Wilner 
Tohanna ....e+6+6 PYeTTITT Tire Anna Zeeman 
TYAMP .c-ccscrcccce peekes Isidor Hollander 
Dovid Steinberg.......-.-- Yacob Sussanoft 
LO@IDVUEN .ccccccccccoccescesccess Max Paul 





All the lachrymal hoke so closely 
associated with Yiddish drama has 
been mustered for ‘The Eternal Mel- 
ody,’ by Simon Wolf and Harry Hof- 
fenberg, which Oscar Green is pre- 
senting as the Hopkinson’s seasonal 
opener. 

Max Wilner, who staged the play, 
hasn’t given it pretentiousness as far 
as settings are concerned. Nor has 
he been particularly adroit in its 
pace, which lags interminably. But, 





S. Ross, William J. Cox, Robert K. I 
. 4 J. ; . Logan, 
Edward J. Bechtold, Norbert M. Dougherty, 





Ever since the Princeton Triangle 
| Club three seasons ago started get- 
ting its annual show score published 
| an given a full-fledged tin pan alley 
plugeroo, showmanship methods have 
been gradually growing .with under- 
| graduate productions of this nature. 
| The U. of P. went it one better by 
| getting its current Mask and Wig pro- 
duction, the 5lst annual offering, well 
into public consciousness via a large 
| advance plug that started in Septem- 
_ber. Result is that the dowagers and 
patronesses. who usually mentor 
campus activities of this nature were 
heard to mention, ‘My, what a 
ls “rightly score the boys have turned 
out this season!’ Not realizing that 
| the Clay A. Boland, ’26, and S. Bick- 


' 





_ ley Reichner ditties had been plugged 
| over the air for months, and that, as 
; a resu't, “There’s No Place Like Your 
Arms,’ Ya Got Me,’ ‘Monkey Likes 
Cocoanuts’ and ‘When I Go a-Dream- 


in.” are pretty familiar to the average 
| Car. 


The tunes, incidentally, shape u 
as the best thing in ek entied ure 
‘duction. The score in general is 
, tuneful, and, while the production 
essays to be topical and ultra-mod- 
ern, much of it bogs down. George 
Elliott Hess, '39, responsible mostly 
for the libretto, tees off his “Ail 
Around the Town’ travelog with a 
satirical commercial broadcasting, 
| opening which is a good enough 


pts to pay off & $10,000 mortgages tems .. The.. orize. winners . are 


on their campus residence. 
Although the William Bowers 
comedy succeeds in offering an ac- 
curate picture of the fraternity 
house atmosphere, it fails decisively 
in the arousing interest in its story. 
Thus the play remains merely a 
mildly pleasing charade, with some 


awarded tours of Manhattan, which 
permits for a kaleidoscope from Bon- 
wit Teller’s windows to Harlem, the 
Bowery, the World’s Fair. Madison 
Square Garden and all points around 
the compass. 


The musical travelog is not without 
its moments and, of course, 





for the audience that frequents this 
house, in the heart of Brooklyn’s 
Ghetto, such lapses are taken lightly. 
Running almost three hours, the play 
could easily be cut. 


It’s the story they come for and 
in this instance it’s one of.the most 
frequently themed in the Yiddish 
theatre. Mother love has long struck 
a popular note with typically Jewish 
audiences; ‘Melody’ doesn’t veer off 
the beaten track, in theme or appeal. 

Jennie Goldstein some 15 years ago 
made memorable her portrayal of a 
Jewish mother, who, through the 
force of circumstances, was parted 
from her son. To those who have 
witnessed Hannah Hollander in her 
current role. one which is similar to 
that of the former Yiddish star, Miss 
Hollander is favorably compared to 
Miss Goldstein. 


In this play there are two sons, 
one killed in a plane crash in Amer- 


nogrom that sweovt their Polish town. 
The mother loses her mind and 
stravs away. while her kin search 


for her unavailinely for years. But 
there’s the usual happy. typical. 
melodramatic endine. with the 


mother regaining her mind and her 
lon@-lost son. 

Yacob Sussanoff takes the part o° 
hoth sons by applying a blonde wig. 
He’s the current matinee idol down 
Brownsville way and_ performs 
creditably. sinving well. too. thouch 
music and lyrics by Abe Schwartz, 
. Wolf and 'sador Lillian aren't par- 
ticularly distinctive. Pin one 

Miss Hollander is excellent as the 
mother, while Wilner also contrib- 
utes to the piece with his comedy. 


ica, the other. a mute. lost after a. 


| 
~- 


Nov. 21, °38. 
| Captain TONY. scesceseess George Macready 
Betty. .cecee cccccccccccces Fetricia Palmer 
PONE. sveces 6 cba Manes 0hneecds cee Cen 
SRomPIOChccs04ess baduseens eee Phoebe Foster 
FP emi cd ones ue 004 soccccceses- Rachel Hartzell 
| Wsill. checcsceanceeécosce MEG mamOr 
} Captain Frank..cessees »+-Charles Waldron 
oS Soceneteeneeces Sylvia Weld 
Captain Samuel...ccccceesss Charles Dingle 
POM ic cds es connceeeesesans Theodore Newton 
| Stiligebauer....cccccccecsed Alfred A. Hesse 
Moll. o@nccccesdeBecedcoouss Isobel Elsom 
Captain Heinrich....ccccees Con MacSunday 
PEGITEORs cnc vdweeces 6cuedeescee Lillian Foster 
PeUl. wccccvscevsecesesece eoee--Jules Bennett 
WUE 5 04 $050 0600606 8s bEO0s vd Ethel Intropidi 
PEMTOMOOM. coccceccesccsced Aage Steenshorne 
DURORC.ccwseeeereeseseeees Pierre @’Ennery 
gy, Sr ree rere J. Augustus Keogh 
8 ee ee Emory Richardson 


CORO. dco cceded Gee cawectecia Philip Singer 


| Third of the five Playwrights’ pro- 
ductions, ‘American Landscape,’ by 
Elmer Rice, is concerned (like its 
| two predecessors by the same group) 
| strictly with American history. But 
| ‘Landscape’ focuses upon the modern 
scene. Historical characters, fan- 
|tastically colored, march through 
that modern setting and leave their 
mark upon its thesis. 


To the absolute cynic, Rice’s new 
|play is a flagwaver. But to most 
playgoers it- will be a powerful 
| preachment for the basic ideals of 
| America. In any case, it is an im- 
| portant play, and an intensely in- 
| teresting piece of craftsmanship. 
| Capt. Frank Dale, oldest living 
|member of a Connecticut Yankee 
| family, finds that the modern indus- 
| trial age menaces the continuation of 
| his shoe factory, established genera- 
| tions ago. He’s an aging man and 
| wants to taper off his life under the 
| sunny skies of Florida. Depression 

convinces him that it would be logi- 
cal to sell out to a larger competi- 
tor. This, additionally, is his answer 
to his employees who have just 
| joined a union. Admitting that he 
does not fully comprehend the new 
order of things, he has previously 
warned them that he would sell out 
rather than ‘take orders from a graft- 

ing union leader from Hartford.’ A 
representative of a German Bund 
| is also offering an attractive price 
for the homestead. 

Capt’ Dale’s decision to make a 
clean sweep of everything is not 
only challenged by his daughter-in- 
| law, two-Branddaughters, and lead- 
|ing townspeople who foresee the 
| closing of the plant if it’s sold, but 
several of his dead ancestors intrude 
}to voice their objections. These 
spokesmen from the past represent 
the Colonial and Civil War eras. His 
own son, killed in the World War, 
also returns to object to the pend- 
|ing deal. Death, however, abruptly 
solves Frank Dale’s dilemma, and he 
wills the factory and homeshold to 
|} his young survivors, who announce 
in the closing scene that they will 
stick it out. 

Charles Waldron, as the central 
character, has one extremely long 
/speech which verbally paints the au- 
thor’s picture of the sociological and 
economic landscape; and although he 
impressed on opening night, there 
was evidence that this vital high- 
light of the play will exude more 
sparkle as the single week’s tryout 
here progresses. nald Cook reg- 
isters solidly as the Hollywood sce- 
narist who chucks it all to come 
back to Connecticut and his wife. 
Rachel Hartzell, as his wife, is note- 
worthy, and Sylvia Weld as the 
wife’s younger sister is convincing. 
Other standouts are Theodore New- 
ton, Phoebe Foster, Isobel Elsom, 
Alfred Hesse, Howard Miller, Charles 
Dingle, Lillian Foster, George Mac- 
ready and Patricia Palmer. 

The dead and buried ancestors are 
received so casually by the living 
characters that this tends to confuse 
the audience at first. But the de- 
velopment of the piece, especially 
via a good third act which success- 
fully crystallizes all the elements, 
saves the day. 

‘Landscape’ packs an emotional 
punch, and after some trimming 
here, easily accomplished, that punch 
will be a cleaner one. Already, it 
looks like three hits in a row for the 
Playwrights. : Fox. 





| SPRING MEETING 


Montreal, Nov. 22. 
| Comedy drama tn three acts by M. J. 
Farrell and John Perry; presented by 
Gladys Cooper, Philip Merivale, in asso- 
| ciation with Lee Ephraim, George Jessel. 











| Features Miss Cooper, A. E. Matthews. 
Directed by John Gielgud. Settings, Roger 
K. Furse. At His Majesty's, Montreal, 
Nov. 21, 1938; $2.65 top. 
| Joan Furze oaen dees -.- Shelah Richards 
Baby Furze ........ ....Aileen O’ Connor 
dn MEPL CE seeeess- dames Woodburn 
Bijou i veebeccavees Rececesécios Jean Cadell 
| Michael Byrne ...... SOSececces Denis Carey 
Sir Richard Furze ......... A. E. Mathews 
Johnny Mahoney ........... Arthur Shields 
Tiny Fox Collier ..ccccocs -Gladys Cooper 


Tony Fox Collier ......... Robert Flemyng 





‘Spring Meeting’ is a mild comedy 
of limited_apoeal by xintue sf insular 
characterization and ineffectual at- 
tempts at humor which will most 
likely fail b register with any but 
British audiences. Indications are 








Wolf. Bennie Seidman, Paula Lubel- for only a short stay on Broadway. 
ska, Sol Josephson and Betty Buda- | While currently a success in London, 
nov, among others, -portray their chances are that, like many other 
roles effectively. jimportations clicking solidly over- 





seas, this new entry will find rough 
going in America. 

Story concerns an Irish baronet in 
love with his horses and possessed of 
a mania for saving coal. Love inter. 
est is slight and unimpressive, though 
adequately handled. The Irish 
squire’s views on relations between 
employers and domestics are out. 
moded and the.situation arising from 
this attitude unconvincing here. Boy 
meets girl but laughs haven't been 
written in yet. A. E. Mathews deliv. 
ers a splendid performance, with 
Gladys Cooper a close second. James 
Woodburn is outstanding as the 
family retainer. Nothing for pictures 
as currently presented. Mori. 





Manager League 











(Continued from page 47) 


miums. A state law currently con- 
trols agencies, but without enforce- 
ment provisions. 

Brokers say that the Spellman pro- 
posal will be subject to legal action 
if adopted,. since the measure would 
call for price-fixing, which is illegal 
in the courts if imposed by state or 
federal bodies. Agencies plan an in- 
junction against the Spellman 
measure, which reads: “The licensee 
(manager) may print upon such 
ticket or card the maximum pre- 
mium which in no event shall ex- 
ceed 75c if resold by an agency.’ 
Councilman also proposes violators 
be fined $500, or six months im- 
prisonment, or both. 


Equity’s Resolution 


Equity transmitted to the League 
a resolution adopted last week to 
proceed as rapidly as possible to 
make theatre-going attractive to 
patrons. It suggests the League ap- 
point a committee ‘experienced in 
ticket distribution and public rela- 
tions,’ with which various proposals 
will be discussed, regarding not only 
tickets but transportation and park- 
ing in the theatre zone. But, par- 
ticularly, the resolution proposes the 
committee ‘use every legitimate 
means to have tickets which the 
code specifices shall be sold at the 
boxoffice to the public, reach such 
hands and not those of bootleggers, 
gyps, etc.’ 

Brokers blame the managers for 
trouble in the theatre because there 
are not enough hits. They also say 
the code is working out in reverse, 
because not diverting patrons who 
cannot get tickets for hit to show not 
so strong in demand. Agencies 
claim they could have nursed a num- 
ber of attractions into run engage- 
ments had the custom of buys been 
allowed. 





Mercury Theatre 











(Continued from page 47) 
‘Cradle’ won unusual press attention, 
partly because it was a novelty and 
partly because the piece was played 
sans settings. Players worked out 
front thereby necessitating no stage 
hands, the author, Marc Blitzstein, 
supplying music from a piano. 

Welles, the ‘Boy Wonder’ 

Welles and Houseman thereupon 
quit WPA, the former being re- 
garded as a ‘boy wonder’ because of 
his directional ability. He called for 
platforms and lights rather than 
settings and is credited with having 
prepared the scripts. Radio at- 
tracted their attention, with Welles 
forming a small acting company for 
that work. Just prior to the open- 
ing of ‘Danton,’ he created a sensa- 
tion with a broadcast of H. G. Wells’ 
fantasy, ‘The War of the Worlds,’ 
which frightened thousands of lis- 
teners throughout the U. S., 30 au- 
thentic did the drama seem. 

Welles is now under contract at a 
reputedly high salary for broadcasts 
under the sponsorship of Campbell’s 
Soup. Radio show debuts Dec. 9. re- 
placing ‘Hollywood Hotel.’ He has 
assigned his share of the air coin to 
Mercury and it is expected the group 
will be out of the red within two 
months. 

It was indicated early in the sea- 
son that Mercury’s finances were not 
substantial when Equity was asked 
by the group to ease up on rehearsal 
pay. Group originally planned to 
open with a revival of “Too Much 
Johnson,’ but the free rehearsal pe- 
riod of 28 days was exceeded, result- 
ing in the players receiving full sal- 
aries for a period. With the closing 
of ‘Danton,’ which lasted two and 
one half weeks, ‘Johnson’ is off in- 





definitely. 
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WPA Plans Shows 


for Frisco Expo 


In Opposition to Comm’ Showmen; 


Gov't Aids with $5,000,000 Building 


Current Read Shows 


(Week of Nov. 21) 

‘Amphitryen’-‘Sea Gull’ (Lunt and 
Fontanne), Cass, Detroit. 

‘American Landscape,’ 
Boston. 

‘Blossom Time,’ Coc, Cincinnati, 
(20). 

‘Golden Bey’ (Luther Adler- 
Frances Farmer), Ford’s, Baltimore. 

‘Great Lady’ (Tullio Carminati- 


Wilbur, 





Although the Federal Theatre Pro- 
ject has decided not to present 
shows in association with commercial 
showmen, the situation on the Coast, 
where the idea germinated, is still 
subject to protest by stage unions. 
As reported by Frank Gillmore, head 
of the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America, upon his return from 
that section, WPA proposes showing 
at San Francisco’s Golden Gate Ex- 
position, which is regarded as opposi- 
tion to commercial stage presenta- 
tions. 


Gillmore and other leaders of the 
Four A’s, before their return to N. 
Y., conferred with the Fair’s offi- 
cials without satisfactory results. 
Harris S. D. Commick, chairman of 
the Golden Gate expo’s entertain- 
ment committee, stated that plans 
for WPA shows on the fair grounds 
were arranged but no criticism from 
professional circles had been regis- 
tered. 

Contended that if relief shows, 
using a low admission charge, were 
presented, they would be to the 
detriment of shows with non-relief 
players, technicians and musicians. 
The Four A’s executives were re- 
ferred to George Creel, Fair execu- 
tive, who said the matter was en- 
tirely up to Ole Ness, of the Coast 
theatre project. 

Creel said that WPA shows would 
be shown in the federal building, the 
Government having allotted $5,000,- 
000 for such a _ structure, which 
would include a theatre. Creel was 
asked what would happen if the 
WPAers would not be regarded as 
satisfactory entertainment. He re- 
plied that pictures or marionets 
would then be shown instead. 

The Four A’s officials have report- 
ed to their respective affiliated 
unions, which face the problem of 
securing favorable conditions for 
regular presentations. 

The fairs on both coasts are sub- 
ject to liberal working conditions so 
far as the stage unions go, but the 
inclusion of WPA shows appears to 
be a factor not heretofore counted 
on. 

Equity has a committee for New 
York’s World's Fair, and officials of 
the latter have agreed that no legit 
player will be permitted to appear 
on shows there unless a member of 
the association. That virtually places 
all shows under the regulations of 
the association, but no mention of 
federal relief productions at the 
World’s Fair has yet been made. 
Believed that the managers will pro- 
test such activity with even more 
vigor then when the WPA invaded 
the Broadway theatre zone last year, 
and will be backed by all the stage 
unions. 


Equity in Favor Of 





P. A. Bankrolls Yale 
Puppeteers; Indef Run 


Return engagement of the Yale 
Puppeteers Sunday (27) at the Labor 
Stage, New York, is bankrolled by 
the show’s press agent, Sol Jacobson, 
who put up his last couple of weeks’ 
salary as guarantee for the house 
rental. Presentation was given Nov. 
6 at the Lyceum, N. Y., by William 
Doll and Bernard Haixt, but was 
withdrawn after the single _ per- 
formance when the backer, Joseph 
Hyman bowed out. His reason was 
an outright pan in the New York 
Daily News, although other New 
York dailies praised the show. 

Jacobson intends to continue pres- 
entation of the Puppeteers at Labor 
Stage for an indefinite run of Sunday 
nights. 


Blackbirds’ In 
Boston Fold; But 
May Get New BR. 


‘Blackbirds,’ Lew Leslie’s colored 
revue, came to a sudden halt in 
Boston last Tuesday (15) night be- 
cause of bankroll trouble. Company 
was willing to play out the week on a 
cooperative basis but the next after- 
noon the stagehands refused to work 
unless their wages were put on the 
line. 

Nate Kramer, of the Edison hotel, 
New York, management was the re- 
puted backer but it’s said he quit 
after the revue opened raggedly in 
the Hub. ‘Blackbirds’ was slated to 
go into the 46th Street, with the re- 
moval of ‘Hellzapoppin’ from that 
house to the Winter Garden Monday 
(28). Instead, ‘Bachelor Born,’ which 
moved from the Mansfield to the 


46th Street. 

Members of ‘Blackbirds’ cast be- 
gan returning to New York last 
week. There was some money for 


company was not so protected, coin 
applying only to members of the as- 
sociation. Arrangement was made, 
however, whereby the balance of the 
company would join, if and when the 
show opened on Broadway. . 

Reported a possible opening late 
this week or early next week at the 
44th Street, N. Y., may follow. Boris 
Said is reported coming into the ven- 
ture with additional coin and the 
management was to put up suf- 
ficient money yesterday (Tuesday ) to 





Experimental Theatre. 





Possibility of a permanent experi- 
mental theatre in New York is to 
be studied by Equity. Committee to 
investigate the subject and report 
back to association council was ap- 
Pointed yesterday (Tuesday). Wini- 
fred Lenihan is chairman and the 
other members include Hugh Ren- 


secure the nod from Equity. 
‘Know, ‘Danton’ Quit 


"You Never Know’ will close at 
the Winter Garden, New York, 
Saturday (26) after playing 10 
weeks. Business approximated $15,- 
000 weekly average, not enough for a 
musical of its kind. Players took a 
salary cut some weeks ago. 








nie, Margaret Webster, Worthington 
Miner and Antoinette Perry. 


Idea of the experimental theatre 
has been advanced from time to time 
for years, but arose at this time from | 
@ remark made by Miss Webster 
during her talk at the recent dis- 
ee meeting at the Astor hotel, 





Engagements 


Leslie Denison, Anthony Kemble 
Cooper, Betty Young, George Cotton, 
Ainsworth Arnold, Edwin Cushman, 
John McKee, Benedict MacQuarrie. 
a Swann, Marjorie Tas, ‘Glori- | 


he Meiser, Van Heflin, ‘Angela | 








Frances Nabors, Herschel Gropper, | 
ugene Francis, Marjorie Dalton, | 
Glorious Morning.’ 
Margery Abbott, Marjorie Eyre, 
velyn Gardiner, Helen Roberts, | 
Viola Wilson, John Dean, John Dud- 
ley, Darrell Fancourt, Sydney Gran- 
Ville, Martyn Green, Leslie Rands, 
William Sumner, Richard Walker, , 
D'Oyly Carte Opera Company.’ 





YOU NEVER KNOW 


Opened Sept. 21, ’38. One dis- 
senting theught among a fleck 
ef bad notices. Anderson (Jour- 
nal-American): ‘Disappointing.’ 
Watts (Herald-Tribune): ‘Hard- 
ly adds distinction te the musi- 
cal field.” Variety (Ibee): ‘A 
limited stay is indicated.’ 











‘Danton’s Death’ was withdrawn 
from the Mercury Saturday (19), 
playing two and one-half weeks to 
disappointing business. 





DANTON’S DEATH 


Opened Nev. 2, ’38. Opinions 
were divided. Atkinsen (Times) 
said: ‘It endews the Mercury 
Theatre with the same vitality 
it had last season.’ Whipple 
(Werid-Telegram): ‘It needs a 
student of the French Revolu- 
tion to decipher it.’ Variety 
(Hebe): ‘Appears desined fer 
a limited engagement.’ 











Morosco this week, will go into the | 


salaries and transportation on de- | 
posit with Equity but the whole 


bert, Boston, (22). 
head), National, Washington. 
‘I'd Rather Be Right’ (George M. 
Cohan), Aude, Chicago. 
bert, New Haven, (24-26). 


St., Philadelphia. 





| Cago. 

‘On Berrewed Time,’ (Grand | 
| Opera House, Chicago. 

| ‘Pins and Needles, Royal Alex- | 


andria, Toronio. 
‘Our Town,’ Locust St., Philadel- 
phia. 
‘Shadow and Substance’ (Cedric 
Hardwicke), Forrest, Philadelphia. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, Paramount, 
Salt Lake City (21); Aude, Spokane 
(23); Met, Seattle (25-26). 
‘Spring Meeting, His Majesty’s, 
Montreal. 
| “Susan and Ged’ (Gertrude Law- 
rence), Harris, Chicago. 
| “fLebacce Read,’ Erlanger, Atlanta. 
‘Torchbearers,’ Curran, San Fran- 
cisco. 
| ‘Night Must Fall,’ Shubert, Brook- 
| lyn (22), 
| “What A Life,’ Davidson, Milwau- 
| kee, (20). 
‘Whiteeaks’ 








(Ethel 

| Hanna, Cleveland. 

“Wemen,’ American, St. Louis (20). 
‘Yeu Can't Take It With You,’ 

Muny Aude, Kansas City (23-24); 

Shrine Aude, Oklahoma City (25); 

Arcadia, Wichita (26). 


Future Plays 


‘Finger in the Pie,’ musical, with 
| book and lyries by Fred Finkelhoff 
and John Monks, Jr., has been 
bought by Eddie Dowling in view to 
a next March production. 

‘Lingering Ecstasy,’ comedy by 
George Frank and Roland Kibbee, 
goes into rehearsal Dec. 5 prior to a 
scheduled Broadway opening Jan. 2. 
Joint auspices Alex Yokel and 
George Jessel. 

‘The American Way,’ patriotic 
spectacle by George S. Kaufman and 
| Moss Hart produced by Sam H. Har- 
|ris. Fredric Mark and Florence 
| Eldridge (Mrs. March) will star. 
| 


ACT On Rift 


(Continued from page 47) 


Barrymore), 
































of their joint committee at an early 
date for the purpose of reconsider- 
ing the possibility of securing pic- 
ture money for dramatic production 
and the terms upon which such in- 
vestment would be made. The League 
and the Guild are also asked to invite 
Equity to one of the committee’s 
meetings, so that it may express its 
ideas regarding the ‘current situa- 
tion.’ 

It’s claimed that the joint commit- 
tee was provided for in the agree- 
|ment between the Guild and the 
managers, but that it has failed to 
function, although representatives for 
both sides were designated two years 
ago. While the League has not 
sought sessions of the committee, it 
is now expected that the playwrights’ 
organization would readily consider 
entertaining the proposal if motivat- 
ed by such a move as made by Equi- 
ty. Latter also believes that Holly- 
| wood is equally receptive at this 
time. 

Equity’s Overtures 

Equity has made overtures to other 

| stage unions to adopt similar resolu- 





| tions, since they are equally interest- | 


ed in the matter. Expected that the 
| stagehands and scenic artists will fol- 
low suit in appealing to the managers 
| and authors for action. The musi- 
| cians were not contacted to act simi- 
jlarly because that union remained 
| aloof from the ATC. 

Equity continues to urge picture 
, interests to make available their un- 
| tenanted theatres for dramatic stock 
| presen. ns. It advocates a com- 
mittee of legit and pictures for that 
purpose and suggests the appearance 
of stars and featured film people in 
| such stock outfits. Reported that the 
suggestions were favorably com- 
mented upon in newspapers in many 
| parts of the country. It’s further ar- 





| gued that if the road is revived, the- | 


iatres must be made available for 
‘touring shows. 


Irene Bordoni-Norma Terris), Shu- | 


‘I Am Different’ (Tallulah Bank- | 


‘Idiot's Delight’ (Phil Baker), Shu- | 
‘Lightnin’ (Fred Stone), Chestnut | 


‘Of Mice and Men,’ Selwyn, Chi- 








Delayed ‘Supper’ 





From a rehearsal standpoint, 
Federal Theatre's forthcoming 
musical, ‘Sing For Your Sup- 
per,’ is the ‘Eternal Road’ of 
all legits. 

Show has been in some stage 
of rehearsal for the past 18 
months and is still not on the 
boards. It’s been postponed, 
involuntarily delayed and the 
scene of politics since starting 
in July, °37. 


Frisco Theatre 
Profits Offered 


Shows on Tour 














What may be an incentive for 
roadshows going t othe San Fran- 
cisco after, the first of the year and 
during the Golden Gate exposition 


Chis ATS Femme Subscribers Slap 
3 Bway Hits and So Puzzle Bookers 
~ On What's ‘Nice’ for Loop’s Fair Sex 


+ — 





Chicago, Nov. 22. 

Turmoil among femme subscribers 
to American Theatre Society play 
season has resulted from the first 
three shows the ATS has brought 
to the subscribers this season. 
Squawk to ‘Golden Boy,’ ‘Of Mice 
and Men’ and ‘Dame Nature,’ all of 
which got good Broadway notices, 
are strange sidelights on what the 
matrons consider good and bad the- 
atre. 


‘Golden Boy’ did well, but the ATS 
met a number of yelps that the show 
was somehow ‘communistic’ and that 
it wasn’t pretty.’ This was followed 
by ‘Of Mice and Men’ beefs, which 
labeled the play ‘disgusting,’ ‘revolt- 
ing’ and ‘nauseating.’ 

‘Of Mice and Men’ averaged $11.- 
500, good, though about $6,000 un- 
der capacity. Bulk of trade came 
from those other than ATS followers, 
with the men giving show its best 
support. 

‘Nature’ Quit 

Theatre Guild’s ‘Dame Nature’ 
closed here after the two-week sub- 
scription season instead of holding 
over despite fact Thoda Cocroft, ATS 
chief here, had sold some $2,000 in 
parties for the third session. Guild 
decided to quit rather than risk 
possibility of no outside trade. 





has been provided by Louis Lurie, 
Frisco showman. 
for one year the entire profits of the 


which play the house during that 
period. 


should be made more attractive to 
showmen, particularly 
Equity is the first to act upon his 
suggestion. 

Heretofore, shows jumping to the 
Coast were relieved of paying sala- 
ries for four performances, or half 
of one week. Equity now provides 
for a full week of salary exemption. 

Understood that Lurie’s general 
idea is to pool the theatre’s profits 
during a calendar year, the coin then 
ito go to the various managements 
| whose shows play his house. 

There have been other plans to re- 
vive concurrently with the Fair, the 
former stage activity that made 
Frisco an important show center 
prior to the 1906 earthquake. Vari- 
ous showmen have been consulted 
and plans outlined, without appar- 
ent result because of the scarcity of 
productions. Eastern showmen now 
on the Coast have attempted to 
make the arrangements, but appar- 
ently could not provide the proper 
assurances, despite the expectation 
that Hollywood was regarded as a 
cinch source for talent. 

Equity in assenting to more leeway 
for attractions going to the Coast, has 
made the proviso that managers tak- 
ing advantage of the week's layoff 
are to guarantee that shows will play 
the territory for at least five weeks. 
That’s not regarded as a liability be- 
cause 10 weeks of playing time from 
Los Angeles to Seattle are regarded 
as entirely feasible. 








LEVENTHAL STOCK UNIT 


Efforts of J. J. Leventhal, who’s 
| backing dramatic stock at Woodcliffe, 
N. J., a town opposite New York, 
to secure Equity permission for Sun- 
day shows have been unsuccessful. 

Manager claimed the spot was 
really part of Union City, recognized 
by Equity as a seven-day stand. No 
proof that performances were ever 
played on the sabbath in Woodcliffe, 
however, was proffered, the basis 
for Equity’s decision. 


Braun Sans Equity 


Walter Braun, who aspires to pro- 
duce a play, but who ran counter 
ite squity’s rules concerning such 
‘activities, says he will proceed with 
}a non-Equity cast on a co-operative 
| basis. He originally wrote the asso- 
ciation that he would comply with 
\its regulations, but then is said to 
| have changed his mind after an argu- 
:ment with an Equity representative. 
He’s_ identified with activities 
,around the Actors Kitchen in the 
‘Union Methodist church, New York. 














He offers to give | was 


by unions. | 





Comment of femmes on ‘Nature’ 
that they wouldn’t like the 


: | show, statements being made even 
Geary theatre, Frisco, to ShOWS/ before they saw the play. This was 


based on advance notice and reviews 


ts | which explained its story about a 

Lurie’s offer is not conditional, SO | 
far as is known in New York, He | baby. After they had seen the show, 
has stated that production conditions | however, the comment was surpris- 


couple of 15-year-olds having a 


ingly good from some femmes. 
Names Cop the B.O. 


Whether the above is an indict- 
ment of midwest legit tastes or 
merely just another situation is a 
matter for the booking offices and 
producers. Chicago and the prev- 
inces have indicated repeatedly that 
they have veered sharply from the 
axiom that the ‘play’s the thing’ to 
the star system to which they have 
been inoculated by pictures. Chi- 
cago and the provinces crowded the 
theatres for Katharine Hepburn, de- 
spite her weak shows for Fredric 
March in last season’s ‘Yr. Obedient 
Husband,’ and for ‘Madame Bovary,” 
wihch starred Constance Cummings, 
though these shows were later 
slapped by N. Y. critics. 

Katharine Cornell, Lynn Fontanne 
and Alfred Lunt, Helen Hayes, etc., 
are also guaranteed sellouts. George 
M. Cohan, who opened in ‘I'd Rather 
Be Right’ here last night (Monday), 
is selling out a 4,400-seat arena. Ger- 
trude Lawrence, in the Harris with 
‘Susan and God,’ is selling out. 


GROUP MAY NEED ‘BOY’ 
PLAYER; SEE TOUR CUT 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 
‘Golden Boy’ company, now on 











tour, may disband following its 
Pittsburgh appearance week after 
Decision on whether it will 


NIX SUNDAY SHOWS FOR next depends on whether mem- 


bers of the cast are needed for re- 
hearsals of the Group Theatre’s new 
opus, ‘Gentle People,’ by Irving 
Shaw. 

Cross-country trek opened with 
two weeks in Philadelphia, moved 
to Baltimore this stanza for a one- 
week, goes to Washington next week 
and is booked for a sesh in Pitts- 
burgh after D. C. There are no 
dates following, although Walter 
Fried, company manager, said more 
would be arranged if it’s found the 
| cast isn’t needed for the rehearsal. 








‘Chorus Equity to Be 
Represented on Council 


Chorus Equity will hereafter be 
| represented on the council of Actors 
| Equity, its parent organizatio . That 
'decision was reached yesterday 

(Tuesday) by the association's coun- 
'¢ in passing an amendment pro- 
posed at the recent discussion meei- 
| ing at the Astor hotel, N. Y. 
Council] will now number 55 mem- 
| bers, of whom five will represent the 
jchorus’ branch. However, the 
|chorusers will be permitted to vote 
only on matters concerning their 
own group. 
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Cabaret TAC, a Political Monotone 
On a Single Theme, Rather Boring 





By HOBE MORRISON 


Theatre Arts Committee, the leftist | 
group which delights in taking pot- | 
shots at the nefarious forces of reac-| 
tion. last Sunday (20) offered the sea- 
son's first edition of its we 
TAC. Show was presented in the| 
American Music Hall, the Krimsky | 
brothers’ hoke meller emporium in 
East 55th street, N. Y., scene of last 
season’s three editions of the cafe- 
revue. 

Affair had almost 
tickle a left-winger’s heart, as well as 
his political convictions, There was 
a capacity and properly enthusiastic | 
house, a cloud of the thickest, most 
noxious cigaret smoke ever collected | 
under one roof, plus a truly marvel- | 
ous assortment of hoots, jeers and | 
catcalls (‘make it venomous, boys’) | 
for all right-wing philosophy in gen- 
eral and for Hitler, Mussolini, Cham- | 
berlain and Mayor Hague, in particu- 
lar. Congressman Martin Dies, who | 
also received his share of razzberries, | 
would have had material for a week’s | 


| 


headlines. Comrades, it was terrific. | 


But if the show was semething | 
super-colossal to the bug-eyed zeal- 
outs, it was something a trifle less 
thrilling to a simple-minded specta- 
tor of no particularly rabid political 

eliefs, but merely desiring an en- 
tertaining show. Such a guy, from 
his elbow-jostled perch in a pre- 
carious far corner, might have longed 
for more fun and less preaching in | 
his theatricals. That is, while he 
could still see through the tobacco 
smoke and passing waiters. But af- 
ter awhile, with his eyes smarting, 
his ears aching and a crick in his 
neck, he might have been pardoned 
for just longing for a breath of fresh 
air. Under the circumstances, there | 
might be something to say even for | 
the Cherry Sisters. 

For. if the brutal truth will indeed 
out, ‘Cabaret TAC,’ despite its unde- 
niably funny moments and its fre- 
quently pertinent ridicule of the re- 
actionary or fascist doctrines, was 
pretty heavy going. At best it was 
original, searching and bright topi- 
cal révue material, at times tuneful 
and occasionally brilliantly entertain- 
ing. But at other times it was mere- 
ly an insistent and loud bore on a 
single theme. Which is to say it was 
specialized entertainment, likely to 
fascinate its particular audience, to 
infuriate the die-hards and to leave 
an unconcerned bozo still merely un- 
concerned, 


Sunday matinee show, which 
opened at 5 p.m. and was scheduled 
to continue until 8 p.m., was still 
blasting along at a great rate when 
one dazed spectator stumbled out 
about 7 o’clock. At that time Nor- 
man Lloyd was presenting a sketch, 
‘The Last of the Lorelel,’ with music 
by Bernice Kazounoff and lyrics by 





| 
| 
everything to| 





| organizer. 


| son, 


j}and Phil 


Joseph Julian (as Hague), Edward 
Mann (as Queens’ Borough President 
Harvey), Edward Segal (as Fritz 
Kuhn), Colby Ruskin (as Walter 
Lippman) and Muni Diamond (as 
Chamberlain). 

Michael Loring sang the next item, 
‘Fascist Aviator,’ with music by Earl 
Robinson. and lyrics by Alfred Hayes, 
inspired by the notorious quotation 
from Vittorio Mussolini’s book. For 
an encore, he sang ‘Joe Hill,’ Earl 
Robinson’s saga of a martyred labor 
Alexis Rotov followed in 
a dance, ‘Minister of Propaganda,’ to 
music by George Wehner. 

Next came an amusing, but over- 
long sketch, ‘Dies Committee,’ with 
book and lyrics b; Frank Tarloff, 
Leo Rifkin and David Shaw, music 
by Jennie Fogel, staged by Nat Kar- 
Leading parts were played by 


(as President Roosevelt), Barna Os- 
tertag (as Mrs. Roosevelt), Colfax 
Sanderson (as Farley), George Mat- 
thews (as J. Edgar Hoover). 

Following number, most inventive | 
and proficiently done, was ‘The 
Chamberlain Crawl, sung by Mi- 
chael Loring and Christina Lind and 
danced by Alice Cudley and Ken- 
neth Bostock, to music by Toby 
Sacher and lyrics by Lewis Allen. 
Musical director for the show was 
Al Arkuss, stage manager was Con- 
nie Ernst, assistants were Leo Rose 
Brown, while costumes 
were by Barbara Guerdon. 





Italian Front 











(Continued from page 11) 


be dubbed and synchronized in 
Italian. 
Out of Line With Budgets 

Also, this is out of line with the 
original budgeting of pictures, nega- 
tives being turned out with a certain 
expectancy of purchase in the world 
market. If one country must depend 
on whatever arbitrary flat rental a 
government agency is willing to pay, 
it throws the entire setup out of 
alignment, officials claim. 


American companies having deals 
with Italian distributors extending 
over three years or more are pro- 
tected by major franchises that per- 
mit withdrawal if new customs 
duties, tax laws and other provisions 
make the transaction of business or 
withdrawal of monies more onerous. 





‘Golden Boy’ Faring 
Nicely as Balto’s First 





John Latouche. Two more numbers 
an untitled turn by Joey Faye and 
‘Times Have Changed,’ by Miss 
Kazounoff and Latouche, with the 
Earl Robinson Chorus and Juanita 
Hall Choir, plus the customary 
*Schnitzelbank,’ with Leif Erickson, 
were to follow. 
‘Sudeten Waltz,’ Etc. 

With Philip Loeb as master of 
ceremonies, the ultra-intimate revue 
opened with Hiram Sherman pre- 
senting ‘Sudeten Waltz,’ with music 
‘and lyrics by Sam Morgenstern. 
Next number was ‘Hague Over 
Yorkville,” a sketch by Ben Irwin 
and Theodore Khagan, staged by the 
former. Principals in its large cast 
were Arthur Elmer, Norman Lloyd, 








Baltimore, Nov. 22. 
First legit booking in weeks, ‘Gold- 
en Boy,’ currently at Ford’s, is head- 
ing for a promising week with okay 
mail order and advance sale already 
under its belt. Some change in rest 
of season’s lineup because of cancel- 
lation of ‘Lightnin’,’ due at same the- 
atre Nov. 28. ‘Our Town’ now slated 
for Dec. 5; ‘Pins and Needles,’ Dec. 
a= and return of ‘The Women,’ Dec. 
Maryland,’ town’s other legit house, 
indie operated and booked by Leon- 
ard McLaughlin, lists pre-Broadway 
trial of George Abbott’s ‘The Prim- 
rose Path,’ Dec. 26, and the Alex 
Yokel aud George Jessel production 
of ‘Lingering Ecstasy’ by George 

Frank and Roland Kibbee, Jan. 2. 
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Play Abroad 
AMOURS DE PARIS 


Paris, Nov. 12. 

Revue in two acts (45 scenes) presented 
by Henri Varna. Staged by Varna. Dances, 
Helena Greasley, Skibine; music, Ralph 
Erwin, Mireille, V. Scotto, H. Sollivan, 
Borel-Clerc, Miskrai, Leo Kok, J. Somonot, 
KE. Emer, P. Bastia, L, Castegmaro, Pipon 
Pagnoul, Leo Poll, Germaine taynal, 
Poterat Guyongi; songs, Varna, Mare Cab, 
Leo Lelievre, Andre de Baudet, Tutelier, 
Perre Bayle, Leo Lelievre, Jr. Settings, 
M. R. Fost, M. J. Van Caulaert, Paul 
Colin, M. Dubout, Lavignac, Pellegry, M. 
Deshays, M. Kiffer; costumes, Jenny Carre, 
M. R. Fost, Claude Gay, Rosevienne, 
Renee Nino, Andrebrun, At Casino de 
Paris, Paris. 





A revue with Maurice Chevalier 
usually means a worthwhile spec- 
tacle. ‘Amours de Paris,’ starring 
Chevalier, is not only that, but a 
revue far above anything seen in 
Paris in many seasons. Chevalier 
makes three appearances besides his 
usual ‘tour de chant,’ to prove more 
forcefully than ever that he has an 
undefinabie punch. 

Moreover, Henri Varna has out- 
done himself in staging. Seldom in 
the history of the Casino have such 
elaborate scenes been presented 
with such impelling interest. 

‘Enchanted Jungle’ is one of the 


| Will Geer (as Dies), Hiram Sherman | outstanding scenes. A master choice 


is in the selection of colors. Un- 
usual tones of greens, blues and yel- 
low are included in head-dresses of 
halo sprays and palm leaf fans, part 
of the scanty costumes of the bear- 
ers. These colors are backed by a 
verdure of more contrasts in a 
blacken-out jungle, where tigers 
come to attack the dancers. 

For richness of design there are 
scenes like ‘Cora Pearl’s Drawing 
Room,’ which sees a grandiose set- 
ting in the time of Dumas, with cos- 
tumes of the period equally elab- 
orate. Again, there is ‘Serenade,’ 
ir. which the chorus, richly robed in 
striking shedes of velvet, with tights 


to reveal the richly decorated bed- 
chamber of the lady being sere- 


living nude statues. 

Helena Greasley, with her 16 
Greasley Girls, furnish considerable 
punch to the show with their 
dancing. Nita Raya, femme lead, 
has progressed over her last appear- 
ance here with Chevalier, in her 
singing, acting and shawmanship. 
Myrio and Desha, dance team, are 
back again, more polished and 
sophisticated than when last seen 
behind the same lights. Féatured, 
too, are newcomers, the Zenty 
Sisters, who do some _ interesting 
acrobatics and slow tap numbers. 
Irene de Trebert, who has appeared 
at Clifford C. Fischer’s French 
Casino, New York (now Billy Rose’s 
Casa Manana), is spotted twice in 
toe dancing. Amy Colin puts over 
some good showmanship in her an- 
nouncing and in the scenes in which 
she appears, while Catherine Arden 
vocals well. 

Christian Arno, muscular nudist, 
does one number with Miss Raya 
and shows talent, though all the 
grace possible is lacking in spots. 
Charles Viada, singer, is spotted in 
several scenes and emerges a win- 
ner, but his tenoring ig”jWSt ordi- 
nary. Then there are the regular 
oldtimers at the Casino, like Harry 
Max, whose comedy improves with 
each revue; Robert Berri, who 
straights, and Emile Dellys and 
Georges Henoc, comics, all of whom 
pull well. 

That he is the French master of 
comedy and knows how to pla’ it to 
the French is seen in the scene, ‘Les 
Durand Chez Moliere’ (‘T: » Durands 
at the Comedie-Francaise’). With 
Miss Raya as his wife, he’s the mid- 
dleclass man attending the theatre 
on free tickets. Lines are good, act- 
ing is excellent with laughs aplenty. 

Most lavish scene is closer of first 
bracket, with Chevalier making the 
usual descent down a staircase lined 
with beauties in costumed and not- 
so-much-costumed splendor. With 
white as the motif, Varna constructs 
a glittering display with plumes, 
sequins and glistenins accessories. 

Most unusual and beautifully exe- 
cuted, though daring,: is ‘Ladies’ 
Games,’ wherein the love of one 
woman for another is expressed in 
rhythmic dancing by Miss Raya and 
Desha, only t» be deprived of its 
bloom by the inevitable man, in this 
case, Myrio. The delicateness of a 
woman's love, enhanced and refined 
when expressed for another woman, 
is portrayed as broken by the equal- 
ly sincere, but more brusque, power- 
ful and possessive manifestations of 
a ne ‘ : 

arna, too, has not excluded thos 
typical French scenes which ro sa 
color, movement and amusement to 
his revues. There is ‘Off for Holly- 
wood,’ wherein Miss Raya is the 
French star leaving to collect mil- 
lions and millions of American 
dollars, Good satire. Then there is 

Third Class Sleeping Car,’ with 
jibes at German and French tradi- 
tions and politics by Harry Max, 
Robert Berri, Henoc and Dellys; 
A Sunday at Auteuil,’ with Max’s 
good comedy getting some play, and 
At the Opera in 1903’ with Max 
again catching the laughs and Miss 
.de Trabet offering some worthwhile 
dancing. 





wraps and robes is followed by fan- 
tastic designs for wraps with little 
or no robes underneath. The Greas- 


and Raleigh capes, duels before the | 
ramparts of a castle, which descends | 


naded, attended by a profusity of | 


A fashion show of exquisite fur } 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Crew of the 46th Street theatre, New York, whence ‘Hellzapoppin’ goes 
to the Winter Garden at the end of the week, cracked that the show’s sets 
tings and props could probably find their own way back to the Garden, 
A number of former productions from there are contribuiary to the ‘Hellz 
stage dress, alluded to as a ‘Cain’s warehouse production.’ Success of the 
Olsen and Johnson revue again proves that the performance is primary 
and the scenery is merely atmosphere. 

Among the conglomeration of the ‘Hellz’ backstage trappings are sets 
from ‘Hooray For What!’, ‘The Show Is On ‘At Home Abroad,’ part of a 
prop horse used in a ‘Follies’ (Shubert brand), besides props from at least 
two Olsen and Johnson units, ‘Fun Marches On’ and ‘Monkey Business.’ 
Several ensemble rigs came from ‘Sketch Book’ and ‘Life Begins at 8:49. 
| Chinese outfit used by Olsen originated in ‘Lady Precious Stream.’ 
Although ‘Hellz’ is one of the strongest draws, it cost less to present 
| than any musical attraction ever to click on Broadway. 











When ‘Oscar Wilde’ opened at the Fulton, N. Y., Harry Shapiro, the 
house manager, was switched to the Windsor, with Jesse Long moving 
from the latter spot to the Fulton. Windsor housed ‘Run, Sheep, Run,’ 
which closed after a brief stay. Under the regulations of the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers union, front-of-the-house staffs must be 
retained for the season, although switching from one house to another 
under the same management is okay. . 

Shapiro has returned to the Fulton, with Long going to his original 
berth. Windsor, though currently dark, is due to get ‘Rocket to the Moon,’ 
which the Group Theatre opens at the Belasco this week, but which will 
move when the Group's ‘Gentle People’ is ready. It is due around the 
holidays. 








‘Philip and Gladys Merivale’ is the billing over ‘Spring Meeting,’ along 
with Lee Ephraim and George Jessel, also in the managerial setup of the 
play from England, which opened Monday (21) in Toronto, There’s supple- 
mentary billing ,too, ‘with Gladys Cooper.’ Couple were married a year 
| or so ago, but followed the stage tradition of using their professional 

names separately. Understood the new billing is being used at the re- 
| quest of Miss Cooper and will probably be retained when the show 
| reaches Broadway. John Gielgud directed. ‘Meeting,’ with an all English 
cast, is due at the Morosco, New York, week of Dec. 5, playing Montreal 
next week. 

Miss Cooper appears in ‘Meeting,’ while Merivale is in ‘Lorelei,’ due at 
the Longacre, N. Y., next week. 





John L. McNamee, 53, who died recently, was formerly among the lead- 
ing ticket brokers. He had operated the Original Tyson’s, once conducted 
in the old Fifth Avenue hotel by George Tyson, whose ticket business 
dates back to 1859. Several agencies have used the Tyson name because 
| of family connections. McNamee was related to the McBrides, a ticket 

organization that also goes back for generations. 

The Tyson office flourished on 42d street until legit declined on that 
thoroughfare. Agency has since moved a couple of times. Thomas 
Naughton was a partner ,but withdrew several years ago and established 
his own agency with his son, Everett. 





Curtis L. Hellmer, young German refugee stage director, who arrived 
in New York several months ago, has taken out first citizenship papers and 
plans entering show business here. He’s the son of Arthur Hellmer, who 
formerly operated the New theatre, Frankfort-on-Main, and prior to 
Austria’s annexation, the Vienna theatre, Vienna, Elder Hellmer is still 
in Germany where he was, or is, interested in a number of theatre prop- 
erties. 

Refugee has acted as co-producer and has had picture experience, also 
reading plays for 20th Century-Fox. His adaptations for the German- 
speaking stage include ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter,’ ‘Three Minute Murder’ and ‘Love From a Stranger.’ 





First annual .benefit show and dance of the Theatrical Managers, Agents 
and Treasurers union was held at the Astor hotel, New York, Sunday (20), 
Many professionals showing in current Broadway attractions appeared. 
Highlight that especially amused TMAT members was a skit, ‘E Pluribus 
Unum,’ played by a cast of the union’s members. It kidded the sometimes 
argumentative meetings that attended the drafting of the new constitution, 
Those in the sketch, written by Martha Dreiblatt, were Elise Chisholm, 
Dan Melnick, Lorella’ Val-Mery, Theron Bamberger and Harry Mirsky. © 

The journal grossed $4,000 and approximately $1,000 worth of tickets 
were sold at $2 each. Although the final report was not ready it was ine 
dicated early this week that the net was around $3,500, proceeds going 
to the union’s welfare fund. Melnick was chairman, with Jay C. Flippen 
m.c., and Edward Duryea Dowling, stage manager. 





In Variety's review of a burlesque performance at the Palace, Buffalo, 
in September, 1937, members of the audience were quoted as yelling at 
the strippers, ‘Hurry up, get hot. We gotta go home and eat.’ In Kauf- 
man and Hart’s ‘Fabulous Invalid,’ the ‘unruly muggs’ planted in the 
stage boxes during the burlesque sequence are using practically the iden- 
tical quotes from the review in exhorting the burley stripper on the stage 
of the make-believe Alexandria. 





Exceptional attendance is reported for Cornelia Otis Skinner’s solo ap- 
pearances in ‘Edna, His Wife,’ in mid-western stands last week. Gross 
quoted at $14,412 for seven performances. Considering a top of $2.20, it’s 
figured Miss Skinner outdrew attractions headed by stars who played the 
same stands, embellished with productions, whereas she carries a few 


boxes of scenery. Cities played were Tulsa, Kansas City, Wichita, Pueblo 
and Denver. 








Cornelia Otis Skinner 
$3,800 in 2 K. C. Shows 


Kansas City, Nov. 22. | 
Two performances of ‘Edna, His 
Wife,’ by Cornelia Otis Skinner 10 
the Music Hall Auditorium here 
Wednesday (16) totaled $3,800. Mat- 
inee went at $1.50 top and evening 
performance at $2 high. , 
Convention of state teachers, which 
brought 8,000 to town, aided the 
cause but bulk of patronage was from 
home guard. - Played other stands, 
including Denver, «and _ bettered 
$14.000 on week. : 
Next legit session at the Music 
Hall will see ‘You Can’t Take It 
With Yow’ tomorrow and Thursday 
(24), with a Thanksgiving day mat- 
inee. 


ley Girls have several shorts on 
their own and good dancing, such 
as ‘The Straw Hat,’ where blacks 
and whites predominate in a_ fast 
build-up for Chevalier, and ‘Wall 
Sirect,’ where unusual costumes, 
lighting and drop add to the weird- 
ness of the routine. Considerable 
thousht, too, has been put into a 
Chinese scene. 

In sum, Varna has an exportable 
product in any language. Hugo. 











‘STRICTLY’ $2,500, B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, Nov. 22. 

Not much legit activity in City of 
Churches. Shubert was only house 
functioning with stock interpretation 
of ‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ which 
didn’t score heavily. 

Several projects, however, are in 
the works. Cycle of Gilbert and Sul- 
livan operettas will be offered this 
week at the Academy of Miisic, and 
the Brattleboro Theatre group is re- 
hearsing a new comedy, ‘If You Get 
It, Do You Want It,’ which unfolds 
next Monday. 

Estimate for Last Week 

,_ ‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ Shubert (1,- 
| 750; 25-85). Not as profitable as some 
| of earlier productions here. In region | 
of $2,500, fair. ' 











Australian and New Zealand Thea- 
tres, Ltd., Managing Directors’ Frank 
S. Tait. S. S. Crick, G. B. Dean, 
Present :— 


VIOLET CARLSON 


as the Star of 


“ROSE-MARIE” 


ROVAL THEATRE 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 
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Cohan's Chi Advance Sale Hefty 506; 
Nature, ‘Mice’ F old ‘Susan’ OK 186 








Chicago, Nov. 22. 


nant wimostiset.2"2 | CORNELL QUITE GOOD 


last night (Monday) when George 
M. Cohan led ‘I’d Rather Be Right’ 
jnto the Auditorium arena for a 
three-week swarm. Around $50,000 
advance sale for the musical. 

‘Dame Nature’ decided to call it 
quits after two weeks here under the 
American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tion banner and folded, with the 
company returning to New York. 
Had originally figured for a longer 
stay and had sold some party biz for 


third week, but this was called o | sale was nicked plenty by refunds, 


rather than risk a third-week operat- 
ing loss. 

‘Of Mice and Men’ is winding up 
its local run on Saturday (26) after 
a five-week stay to grosses which 
were on the profit side in spite of 
ATS femmes who found the show 
not quite ‘nice.’ 

Capacity figured for ‘Susan and 
Ged’ for another week at least be- 
fore the gross starts dropping much 
below the sell-out mark. Gertrude 
Lawrence rates the big winner of the 
thus far, though George 
M. Cohan will challenge that during 
his three weeks here. 

Meek entry is ‘On Borrowed Time’ 
in the Grand. Doubtful of sticking 
any real length of time in this town. 
Nothing yet slated to replace. 

Future bookings include ‘White- 
oaks’ into the Selwyn on Monday 
(28) and the Lunt-Fontanne shows 
for the Erlanger on Dec. 5, with 
‘Amph:tryon 38’ slated for the two 
weeks of ATS subscription. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Dame Nature,’ Erlanger (1,400; 
$2.75). Closed here after two weeks 
to weak trade, with only the ATS 
money as real revenue. Company 
shipped back east. Finished to $9,- 
000, fair enough, building on closing 
notice. 

‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ Auditorium 
(Ist week)(4,000; $3.30). Will mean 
a high mark for legit attractions in 
Chicago due to the top and the mam- 
moth seating capacity of this off-the- 
stem spot. Wow advance guarantees 
sensational three-week stay. 

‘Of Miee and Men,’ Selwyn (5th 
and final week) (1,000; $2.75). Despite 
ATS femme shrieks, there was 
enough outside coin around, but 
gross dipped to around $8,000 last 
week. Making oke profits, though 
under expectations. 

‘Om Borrowed Time, Grand (3d 
week) (1,400; $2.75). Meek pace 


. despite New York rep. Selling well 
in the upper.regions but the main | 


floor has a bleak time of it. Around 


$8,000 again. 


‘Susan and God,’ Harris (6th week) 


(1,000; $2.75). Finally beginning to 
slow up a bit and a few empty pews 


sprinkled around. But still great 
trade at not much under $18,000. 
‘The Women,’ Auditorium (4,000; 


$1.75). Finished a so-so fortnight 
locally to $9,500, pretty mild for a 
house of this size. Should do better 


in other towns, however, where the 


show is still new. Last season’s 
showing here figured to have taken 
some of the se vo the repeater. 


‘Prologue to Glory,’ Blackstone, 
*The Mikado,’ Great Northern. 





‘Torchbearers’ Garners 
Mild $7,000 in Frisco 


San Francisco, Nov. 22. 
George Kelly’s oldie, ‘The Torch- 
bearers,’ started a two weeks, en- 
gagement at the Curran theatre last 
week with Constance Collier as star. 


Formerly made into a pic under a) 
Will Rogers and} 


different title b 
Billie Burke, ‘The Torchbearers’ is 
dated, in spite of the brilliant playing 
of the star and an unusually fine 
supporting cast. 
Los Angeles following two fairish 
weeks here. 

‘Murder in the Cathedral,’ one of 
the most important of all plays done 
by the San Francisco-Oakland Fed- 
eral Theatre, is currently at the Al- 
cazar, 

Estimate fer Last Week 


Torchbearers,’ Curran (1,771; $2.75) | 


(ist wk). First Coast production of 
the famous satire on amateur theatri- 
cals has failed to arouse much local 


interest. Play is personally directed 
by Kelly. Cast has Constance Col- 
lier, Clay Clement and Maude 
Eburne. First week lucky to get 
$7,000. 
WPA 

‘Murder in the Cathedral,’ Alca-| 

zar (1,269; $1.10 (1st wk). Biz a bit 


On the upside. Daniel Pennell, re- 
membered here for his work in “The 


First Lecion.’ is playing the role of ances. 
ee. martyred Archbishop of Canter- 
ur 


y. 


BANKHEAD $3,800, ATLANTA 
Atlanta, Nov. 22. 





Tallulah Bankhead in ‘I Am Differ- 
ent,” with a $2.75 night and $2.20 


matinee top, did a creditable $3.800 


at three performances Tuesday and 
Wednesday (15) ‘at Erlanger theatre. 
Star got raves, but crix were luke- 


warm to play itself. Rain hurt. 


Show was booked in by Federal 


Theatre Pioject. 





186 IN WASHINGTON 


Washington, Nov. 22. 

Stiff panning accorded ‘Herod and 
Mariamne’ by critics, who knew in 
advance that show was skedded to 
fold here, kept Katharine Cornell 
from usual sock gross, but personal 
popularity of star held it to still 
respectable take. Terrific advance 





although nothing like nosedive ex- 
perienced by Ina Claire’s ‘Yankee 
Fable,’ which came in under similar 
circumstances two weeks before. 
Another angle was fact that while 


| critics sent smart set scurrying to 
| the box office for refunds, word of 


_| to box office. 


‘Great Lady’ Tepid 
$9,100, New Haven 


: New Haven, Nov. 22. 

Great Lady’ finished off a five-day 
run here Saturday (19) with luke- 
warm take. Show drew so-so notice 
in town’s only daily review, and in- 
different word of mouth added little 


Show is still being doctored and 
takes another week and a half prior 
to New York opening Dec. 1. Due to 
mild reception as a musical, play will 


Leave It’ Cops Bway Leadership 
With $33,000, ‘Lincoln’ $21,000, 
Holiday’ OK 226; Six Newcomers 





be offered to Broadway as a ‘biog- 
raphy (of Eliza Jumel) with music.’ 
House has Phil Baker in ‘Idiot’s 


This is Broadway’s busiest week of 
premieres so far this season, with six | 
Delight’ for current last half of this |@'Tivals on six different evenings. | 
week (24 to 26). Futures include That is unusual because heretofore | 
‘American Landscape’ Nov. 28 to 30,| there have been conflicts in debuts | 
and Fred Sione in ‘Lightnin’ Dec. 2|When that many newcomers are, 
and 3. | carded for the same week. Only one 

Estimate fer Last Week | show opened last week, two others | 

‘Great Lady,’ Shubert (1,600: $3.30). | having been postponed. Top interest 
Coasted along to $9,100 on seven per- | 2™ong the current incomers goes to | 
formances; pin money for a show of | ‘musical ‘Boys from Syracuse, 








this magnitude. | Alvin. 
» & | Business stood up very well last 
| week when ‘Leave It to Me’ went into 


| the list’s leadership with takings over 
| $33,000 at the Imperial. New musical 
| click may have more than one con- 
|tender for gross honors, what with 


LUNTS POTENT 


Company goes to) 


| mouth was that it wasn’t as bad as 
expected and those that turned in 
pasteboards were to a great extent 
off-set by curious newcomers. 
Current in Tallulah Bankhead’s 
‘I Am Different,’ with word being 
passed around that it, too, is due to 
quit before it gets to Broadway. 
Next week it’s ‘Golden Boy,’ second 
ATS show of season. ‘Pins and Nee- 
dies’ is slated week of Dec. 5 with 
‘Our Town,’ third ATS offering, due 
Dec, 12. 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘Hered and Miriamne,’ National 
(1,698; $3.30). Panning by critics 
brought refunds. Kinder word of 
mouth got some of it back and per- 
sonal rep of Katharine Cornell held 
week to approximately $18,000. 


SYRACUSE’ HUB 
FINALE BiG 
$20,000 


Boston, Nov. 22. 

Number of shows beginning to 
|thin out here after an opening of 
| the season with a capacity flock of 
| pieces on local boards. Last week 
saw ‘Blackbirds,’ Lew Leslie colored 
revue, fold suddenly during mid- 
week; ‘Flying Ginzburgs’ withdrew 
Saturday (19) after 10 days’ tryout, 
with fairly bright prospects. ‘Boys 
from Syracuse’ also left Saturday, 
finishing up two big weeks. 

‘American Landscape,’ by Elmer 
Rice, the third production of the 
Five Playwrights this season, made 
its debut Monday (21). Two other 
offerings open tonight: ‘Great Lady, 
Dwight Deere Wiman musical, still 
undergoing revision on the road be- 
fore a Broadway entry, and ‘Faus- 
tus,’ by Christopher Marlowe, pre- 
sented by the Fed:ral Theatre. 

On the future slate: ‘Dame Nature,’ 
Nov. 28; ‘Merchant of Yonkers,” with 
Jane Cowl, Dec. 12; ‘Set to Music,’ 
Noel Coward musical with Beatrice 
Lillie, Dec. 26; ‘Victoria Regina,’ re- 
turn date by Helen Hayes, Jan. 9; 
and ‘Swing to the Left,’ Jan. 16. 

Estimates fer Last Week 


‘Boys from Syracuse,’ Shubert 
(1,590: $3.30) (2d wk). George Ab- 
bott musical very favorably received 
all around when it opened, and 
built up during its second stanza. 
Last week $20,000, big. 

‘Flying Ginzburgs,’ 
(1,480; $2.75) (2d wk). Roused 
/medium enthusiasm here, taking 
Bling $10,000 for second week. 

















Plymouth 


‘Blackbirds,’ Majestic (1,667; $2.75) 
(2d wk, 4 performances). Never had 
a chance. Quit Wednesday night, 
after taking about $1,500 for first 
half of second week. 


‘CAN'T TAKE IT,’ ‘LIFE’ 
SPLIT $8,000, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 22. 

Lyceum’s first full week this sea- 
son, with repeat engagement of ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You’ and ‘What a 
| Life’ splitting the six days, brought 
|in about $8,200 for eight perform- 
Two attractions ran neck and 
neck at the box office. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘You Can't Take It With You’ (Ly- 
ceum) (2,300; $1.65). Played here a 
week last season to big returns. 
Three nights and matinee did good 
$4,200. 


‘What a Life’ 
$2.65). 
good notices and word-of-mouth. 
Balcony sold out at three night per- 
formances and one matinee, but 











(Lyecum) (2,300; 





IN PITT, $18,500 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 22. 

The Lunts were potent in ‘Am- 
phitryon’ last week at Nixon, but 
were little short of their previous 
marks here, probably because Pitts- 
burgh rarely goes for costume plays. 
Subscription backing helped get at- 
traction off to fast start. 

Baleony and gallery. practically 
sold out, with more expensive seats 
moving slowly. That was believed 
due to stiff top of $3.30, first time 
an ATS show ever got that here. 
Scheduled extra matinee of ‘Sea 
Gull’ called off, with Lunts figuring 
on splitting week between Chekhov 
play and ‘Idiot’s Delight’ when they 
return here in April. 

Nixon getting bad break current- 
ly, being dark during Thanksgiving 
week, proverbially one of _ best 
stanzas of the season here. Reopens 
Monday (28) with ‘Pins and Needles,’ 
‘Golden Boy’ following. Nothing 
definite set after that until ‘Our 
Town’ Dec. 26 and then return en- 
gagement of Helen Hayes in ‘Vic- 
toria Regina’ Jan. 16. 

Estimate for Last Week 

Amphitryen 38 (Nixon; 2,100; 
$3.30). Neat $18,500. First time for 
them here in almost three years, 
show drew raves and finished to 
nearly capacity after falling away 
in mid-week. 


‘RIGHT’ NAILS $20,000 
IN CINCY; 386 WEEK 


Cincinnati, Nov. 22. 

‘Blossom Time’ revival, with 
Everett Marshall, is in for an okay 
take this week at the Cox. Pop 
scale of $2.26 is to the show's favor 
in this censervative burg. 

In the case of a new clicke’, how- 
ever, natives are not hesitant to show 
appreciation, as witness the socko 
tu, during the last half of last week 
on George M. Cohan’s ‘I'd Rather Be 
Right,’ at $3.96 top. 

‘Right’ also played Toledo and 
Dayton and grossed $38,000 on the 
week. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘’'d Rather Be Right,’ Taft (2,500; 
$3.96). Nifty notices and talk of the 
town. Hit close to capacity on four 
performances at $20,000. 














‘Blossom Time’ Returns 
To St. Louis for Good 9G 


St. Louis, Nov. 22. 

Although approximately 200,000 
saw three one-week engagements of 
‘Blossom Time’ at the alfresco mu- 
nicipal theatre in Forest Park since 
1930, the piece was still good for 
nice coin here last week, nine per- 
formances, ending Saturday (19), 
just missing the five figure mark. 
Several members of the muny the- 
atre cast were in the American The- 
atre presentation. Local crix con- 
tributed raves. 

Clare Boothe’s comedy, ‘The Wom- 





Helped by neat exploitation, | 


| en,’ shown here last winter, returned 
| for a week’s engagement Sunday 
| (20). Advanced good. 

Estimate for Last Week 
| ‘Blossom Time,’ American (1,707; 
|$2.24). Garnered good $9,000 for 
| nine performances. 


‘Whiteoaks,’ 15G, Det. 


Detroit, Nov. 22. 
| Rousing gross chalked up here last 
| week by Ethel Barrymore’s ‘White- 
oaks’ at the Cass. All tl.2 more re- 
| markable in view of only eight per- 
| formances and $2.75 top. 
Play got good notices. Current are 
ithe Lunts in ‘Amphitryon, which 
will be followed next week by their 
' ‘Sea Gull.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 

*‘Whiteoaks,’ Cass (1,500; $2.75). 
Aided by good notices and Ethel 
| Barrymore's marquee strength, play 





' formances. 





other arrivals and the switch of 
‘Hellzapoppin’ from the 46th Street | 
to the Winter Garden. Revue’s scale 
is lower, but added lower floor ca- 
pacity makes it passible to draw as | 
much as ‘Me.’ ‘I Married an Angel,’ | 
long the leader, is rated in third 
place, with ‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ | 
fourth, having improved to nearly | 
$22,000. 

Among the straight shows ‘Abe 
Lincoln’ is the topper at $21,000, with 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ and ‘Osear | 


| Wilde’ the runners-up. All are sell- 
|outs. ‘Hamlet’ holds to excellent 
;}money. Automobile show is figured 


plenty of unsold seats on lower floor. | picked up nifty $15,000 on eight per- 
Highly satisfactory, $4,000 


|to have been a factor in the lively 
| business during the past two weeks, | 

Next week brings another musical, 
| ‘Great Lady,’ which arrives at the 
|Majestic after reports of improve- | 
|ment on the road. ‘American Land- 
| scape’ favorably received in Boston, | 
| is due into the Cort. ‘Lorelei,’ which | 
was set back, is carded at the Long- | 
|acre, and ‘Soliloquy,’ which tried out 
on the Coast, arrives at the Empire. 

This is the final week for ‘You 
Never Know,’ Winter Garden; ‘Dan- | 
ton’s Death’ stopped suddenly at the 
Mercury last Saturday. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
(6th week) (D-1,036; $3.30).—Front | 
runner among the dramas maintained | 
capacity pace all performances | 
with takings again quoted at $21,000. | 

‘Bachelor Born,’ Morosco (44th | 
week) (C-961; $3.30).—Moved again; | 
switched in from Mansfield to orig- , 
inal spot whence it’s slated to move | 
to the 46th Street to make way for | 
‘Spring Meeting’; around $5,000: cut | 
rated. 

‘Boys from Syracuse,’ Alvin (list 
week) (M-1,355; $4.40).—Presented 
by George Abbott; score by Richard 
Rogers and Lorenz Hart; book based 
on ‘Comedy of Errors’; wel: regarded 
jou of town; opens tonight (23). 

‘Danton’s Death,’ Mercury. Taken 
off Saturday after playing less than 
three weeks. 

‘Gloriana,’ Little (list week) 
(D-532; $3.30).—Presented by Theatre | 
House, Inc.; written by Ferdinand | 
Bruckner (Theodor Tagger); opens 
Friday (25). 

‘Glorious Morning,’ Mansfield | 
(D-1,097; $3.30).—Presented by Oscar 
Hammerstein in association with 
Michael Hillman; written by Norman | 
Macowan; opens Saturday (26). 

‘Good Hunting,’ Hudson (Ist week) | 





(C-1,094; $3.30). — Presented by 
Jerome Mayer and Leonard Field; | 
written by Nathaniel West and 
Joseph Schrank; also called ‘Blow 
Bugle Blow’; opened tepidly Monday. 

‘Helizapoppin,’ 46th Street (10th 
week) (R-1,375; $3.30).—-Top ticket} 
demand among musicals; another 
great gross around $26,000 last week; | 
moves to Winter Garden next Mon- 





day. 
‘I Married An Angel,’ Shubert (9th | 
week) (M-1,367; $4.40).—Has held 


pace very well against incoming mu- | 
sicals; takings around $26,000 keeps 
it up among leaders. 

‘Kiss the Boys Geodbye,’ Miller 
(9th week) (C-944; $3.30). Comedy 
leader getting all house will hold at 
the scale; takings nearly $16,000; will 
reach higher level with three mat- 
inees this week. 

‘Leave It to Me,’ Imperial (3d 
week) (M-1,468: $4.40). New gross 


$33,000 mark; would have garnered 
slightly more but for theatre party 
concession. 
‘Lorelei,’ Longacre. Opening 
back, debut slated for next week. 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ Barry- 
more (6th week) (M-1,096; $4.40). 


set 


rated in hit class with gross improv- 
ing to $22,000 last week. 

‘Oscar Wilde,’ Fulton (7th week) 
(D-913; $3.30). Commands capacity 
trade; 
ances, with the gross around’ $17,000. 

‘Ringside Seat,’ Guild (lst week) 
(D-914; $3.30). Postponed opening: 
premiere Tuesday (22). 

‘Rocket to the Moon,’ Belasco (ist 
week) (D-1,000; $3.30). Presented by 
Group Theatre; written by Clifford 
Odets; opens Thursday (24). 

‘Sing Out the News,’ Music Box 
(9th week) (R-1,116; $3.85). Doing 
fairly well, with takings further im- 
proved to $16,500 last week; slated 
to move after holidays. 

‘The Fabuleus Invalid,’ Broadhurst 








leader; first full week quoted gver | 


Faring better than anticipated and | 


standees for most perform- | 


(7th week) (CD-1,107; $3.85). Mak- 
ing some money, but room for im- 
provement; now billed as ‘cavalcade 
of show business’; around $14,000. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (259th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Verging close 
to $5,000 weekly, and making some 
coin right along; may stay out the 
winter. 

‘You Never Know,’ Winter Garden 
(10th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Final 
week; $15,000 estimated; ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ announced to move over from 
46th Street Monday. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ (repeat) Martin 
Beck (8th week) (CD-1,214; $3.30). 
Last four weeks announced, with 


| some touring time following the holi- 
days; very good at $15,500. 


‘What a_Life,’ Biltmore (32d week) 
(C-891; £3.30). Getting by with cast 


on sharing terms; business approxi- 


mated $5,000 again. 
‘Where Do We Go From Here”, 


| Vanderbilt (2d week) (C-800; $3.30), 


Drew mixed notices and fair trade 
after opening; lively sales in cut 
rates; better line this week. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ Am- 


bassador (102d week) (C-1,156; $1.65). 


Long run laugh show still making 
some coin though takings have been 
moderate sinee moving here; around 


| $5,500 estimated. 


Revival 
‘Hamlet,’ St. James (7th week) (D- 


| 1,520; $3.30). Full length revival at- 
| tracting strongly, with business most- 


ly at box office direct; rated around 
$19,000. 


Added 
‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(52d week) (R-500; $2.75). Trade 


unionists revue figures $6,000 weekly 
Satisfactory, and that figure is ap- 
proximated., 

‘The Girl from Wyoming,’ Ameri- 
can Music Hall (5th week). Night 
club meller getting fair attendance 
with performance similar to former 
affairs there. 


WPA 
‘On the Rocks,’ Daly’s. 
‘The Big Blow,’ Elliot. 


SHADOW $9,000, 
STONE $6,500, 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 22. 

There were four legit shows, not 
counting the W. P. A.’s ‘One Third of 
a Nation,’ on display in Philly’s play- 
houses last week, with business gen- 
erally fair-to-middling, but in no 
case outstanding. 

Fred Stone’s revival of ‘Lightnin’’ 
at the Chestnut won acclaim a = 
ally for the star, but some dubious 
reporis On the play’s dated 
lt will complete its two weeks here 
on Saturday — to profit, but not 
as much as had been Roped 

‘Shadow and Substance,’ which had 
a short but triumphant try-out en- 
gagement here at the Chestnut last 
year, started a two weeks’ run at the 
Forrest last Monday and while get- 
ting by more or less bore out the old 
managerial axiom that Philly doesn’t 
take any too cordially to return en- 
gagements. 

Clifford Odets’ ‘Golden Boy’ wound 








|up a forinight’s staff at the Locust 
| Saturday night and could thank its 


profitable intake on the ATS sub- 
scription foundation. Notices here 
weren't as enthusiastic as in New 
York. 

Erlanger’s management was 
pleased that they held ‘Brother Rat’ 
for a third week at that large inde- 
pendently-operated house. Two-for- 
_oneing except at end of the week, 
this comedy (a return) reported good 
| profit for get-away week. 
| This week’s newcomers both of 
which opened last night are the Mask 
jand Wig’s 5lst annual production, 
|‘All Around the Town’ at the Er- 
|langer for one week, and Thornton 
Wilder’s ‘Our Town’ starting a two 
weeks’ stay at the Locust. 

Estimates for Last Week 
| ‘Lightnin’’ (Chestnut) (st week) 

(1,800; $2.85). Okay but not sensa- 
tional in first week. Reported $6,- 
500 and should equal that in final 
week. 

‘Shadow and Substance’. (Forrest) 
| (Ist week). (2,000; $2.85). Return 
|engagement didn’t meet with re- 
‘turns of last year’s try-out, but first 
| week was satisfactory at $9,000. 
| ‘Golden Boy’ (Locust) (2d week) 

(1.400; $2.50). Lucky to have ATS 
'subscription backing which gave it 
an excellent $13,000. ‘Our Town’ this 
| week. 
| ‘Brother Rat’ (Erlanger) (3d week) 
| (1,750; $2). Two for oned, except at 

end of week, and run here was 
| definitely profitable with $6,000 in 
‘final stanza. 


| 
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Scribblers’ Peeve Growing 

Increasing peeve of _ scribblers 
against pay-on-publication mags, 
which has long grown out of the 
murmur class, may crystallize this 
winter into concrete action against 
those publishers who won't pay ou 
acceptance. 

Most of the complaints prefer that 
the Authors League take the action, 
as the sole wational writers’ organi- 


with timeliness of the book, 
prompted Time to undertake an ex- 
ploitation campaign in New York 
and other nearby points. Reasoned 
that, like the Nutmeg, Time now also 
has something to offer a non-Con- 
necticut resident. 


going into a small daily away from 
New York is that Van Loon, who has 





zation. Should the league fail to do) 
so, some of the leaders plan to work | 
out a campaign wherein they hope to | 
enlist every scribbler contribbing to | 
the pay-on-publication mags. 

Idea is to ask for pay on accept- | 
ance of material—or else! ‘Or else’ | 
would in all likelihood be a boycott, | 
shutting off all material, it is hoped, | 
from the periodicals. 

Peeve against the pay-on-publica- 
tion mags was brought to a head by 
recent bankruptcies of two mag 
chains, with numerous scribblers left 
holding the bag. As has frequently 
happened in cases of the sort, com- 
parative small claims of authors left 
them out in the cold when assets, if 
any, were liquidated. 

Pay -on-publication has always 
irked writers because of the uncer- 
tainties involved. With the mortal-| 
ity rate high among new periodicals, 
many new ones that pay on publica- 
tion fold before contribbers can col- 
lect. 

Acceptance of a story or article 
does not indicate when, or even if, 
it will be used, and scribbler, with- 
out receiving pay for the piece, must 
remove it from the market. Not 
infrequently an ‘accepted’ piece is | 
returned a year or more later, by | 
which time it may be dated or has} 
diminished in value. 

Lesser pulps not the only ones that 
pay on publication. Many class mags | 


| 


pursue the same policy and with} 
scribblers of established reputations. 

While some writers hold that the 
pay-on-publication mags should at 
least pay an advance on material ac- 
cepted, majority want payment on 
acceptance and are determined to 
force the universal adoption of that 
policy soon. They point out that the 
printers, paper companies and dis- 
tributing agencies get their’s, but the 
scribbler is still the patsy. 














Postal Cut to Benefit Book Biz 


All sorts of benefits are seen by 
those in the book biz as the result of 
President Roosevelt’s action in cut- 
ting book mailing cost to that of 
mags. Mcerris L. Ernst, counsel for 
the National Committee to Abolish 
Postal Discrimination Against Books, 
goes so far as to predict the mail rate 
cut will ‘revolutionize’ the book in- 
dustry. 

Group which set about seeking the 
mail rate cut for books got startling- 
ly quick results. Organized only a 
few weeks ago, and enrolling not 
only leaders in the publishing biz, 
but notables from all walks of life, 
committee went to work directly on 
the President for the desired action. 
Previous intermitten attempts over a 
long period failed. 

Under the old postal rate it cost 
three cents to send a mag from New 
York to the Coast, with that for a 
book being 26c. New postal rate for 
books is one and a half cents a pound. 
Because majority of book publishing 
is in the east, old postal rate worked 
a hardship. 

Pointed out by Ernst that around 
half the country’s population lives 
too distant from bookshops or li- 
braries to conveniently buy or bor- 
row books in person. Sees lowered 
postal rate an incentive to increased 
book-buying and borrowing. 

Publishers are confident of an im- 
mediate increase in book sales, and 
are making plans accordingly. 





Radio World Sold 

Radio World, whose publication has 
been halted because of the continued 
illness of its publisher, H. B. Hen- 
nessy, has been sold to James E. 
Bryan and Edward L. Moore. New 
owners resume publication in Janu- 
ary, with mag to get a new format 
and additional features. 

Bryan will be prez and treasurer 
of the new publishing company, with 
Moore as vice prez and publisher. 
Latter will also edit. 





Small Daily Goes Cosmopolitan 

Like the Connecticut Nutmeg, the 
Greenwich Time, published in the 
same state, is tempting readers be- 
yond the locality in which it’s pub- 
lished. 

Lure held out by Time, published in 
Greenwich, is publication of advance 
chapters of Hendrik Willem van 
Loon’s new book, ‘Our Battle,’ char- 
acterized as the author’s personal 
answer to Hitler’s ‘My Battle.’ Pub- 
lication of ‘Our Battle’ in Time, 
which began last week, precedes its 
appearance in book form. Simon & 
Schuster has the book skedded for 


|and an inscribed copy of Thornton 
| Wilder’s ‘Our Town.’ 


| wald, Benjamin W. Huebsch, Robert 


his home in Greenwich, recently 
was made a member of the news- 
paper’s board of directors. Gives 
his paper a build-up, at the same 
time fetching good advance publicity 
for his book. Editor of Time is 
Wythe Williams, former foreign cor- 
respondent. 





Reason for parts of ‘Our Battle’; 


NEW PERIODICALS 
Almanac and Guide, published by 
the Almanac and Guide Co., an affili- 
ate of Bruns Publications. Latter, 
which is headed by V. S. Fox, pub- 
lishes World Astrology. Almanac 
and Guide will be issued by the! 

World Astrology editorial staff. 
Digest mags, which continue in a 
steady stream, will be further .n- 
creased around February by two 
new ones from the publishing house 
of Dagobert D. Runes. Proposed 
new digests will cover specialized 
fields, those of photography and 
popular medicine. Runes _s has 
formed the Eureka and Synopsis 
Publishing Corps. ~ ine purpose. 
Titles and editorial staffs for the two 





Book Auction to Aid Refugees 

Host of literary notables will spon- 
sor a Book Auctian Dinner at the 
Hotel Plaza, New York, Dec. 8 for 
the benefit of the Joint Distribution | 
Committee and the American Com-| 
mittee for Christian German Refu-| 
gees. A number of valuable manu-| 
scripts will be auctioned off at the 
affair, including one each from the 
world-famous exiles, Prof. Albert | 
Einstein and Dr. Thomas Mann. Ein- 
stein’s manuscript will be the orig- | 
inal of the article, ‘Anti-Semitism,’ | 
to appear in next week’s Collier's. 
That by Mann is an essay on Richard 
Wagner’s ‘Nibelungen Ring.’ 

Among other manuscripts to be 
offered is that of Clifford Odet’s new 
play, ‘Rocket to the Moon,’ which the 
Group Theatre now has in rehearsal, | 


Included on the committee for the 
Book Auction Dinner, which is 
headed by Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach, 
are Bennett Cerf, Gabriel Wells, Col. 
E. Marton Drake, William Rosen- 


L. Ripley, Alfred A. Goldsmith, Clif- 
ton Fadiman. 





Retracts on Hearst | 

New York Post last week printed 
a retraction of a statement it had 
made in an editorial to the effect 
that W. R. Hearst ‘signed a $400,000- 
a-year contract some years ago to 
provide the Nazi press with his news 
services.’ Boxed under the heading, 
‘a correction,’ the retraction stated, 
‘The Post can find no evidence that 
the present business of International 
News Service with the German 
newspapers is any larger than it 
normally was for many years past; 
that is, about $35,000 a year.’ 

Post’s original editorial had made 
the $400,000-a-year contract charge 
in connection with an assertion that 
the Hearst papers were pursuing a 
policy in support of Chamberlain and 
the Munich agreement and of the 
dictatorships. Since then Hearst, in 
press and radio addresses, has scored 
the Nazis for the Jewish oppression. 





Reading Plus a Shave 
Electric shavers as an accelerator 


iciate editors are Oscar Haac, Beverly 


digests not set as yet. Runes now 
publishes two digests, The American 
Lady and Current Digest. Also has 
another monthly, Better English. 
College Years first serious mag by 
and for the college student. Pub- 
lishers a couple of Yale men, Henry 





B. Sargent and Richard M. Weiss- 


|man, with former as busines: man- | 


ager and Weissman as editor, Asso- | 
Stocking and Mary E. Wickham, also 
in college. Publication office in 
New York, although much of the 
work on the new periodical will be 
done in New Haven, Conn. College 
Years will appear quarterly. 

Twice a Year, combination book 
and mag, will make its initial ap- 
pearance this week. Published and 
edited by Dorothy Norman, publica- 
tion, in the format of a book, will 
carry pieces on the arts and civil 
liberties. Distribution will be via 
bookshops and probably newsstands. 
As indicated by title, will be pub- 
lished twice a year. 

Couple of femmes named Miriam 
B. Hydeman and Donna B. Lipp- 
mann, and reputedly new to the pub- 
lishing biz, making preparations to 
get out a new mag. Girls prefer to 
say nothing about it at present, but 
understood proposed periodical will 
have a sports angle. Business tag 
under which the mag will be spon- 
sored is L. H. Publishing Co. 

Tops is a mag for the glorification 
of the Negro race, sponsored by the 
newly-formed Phame Publishing Co. 
Editor is Fanny Ellsworth, who’s also 
head of Phame, a private project. 
Regularly, she edits two of the El- 
tinge Warner periodicals, and also 
serves the Newsstand Fiction Unit 
mags in an advisory capacity. Tops 
will, -in each issue, recount the 
achievements of those members of the 
colored race, who have reached, or 
who are reaching, tops in their pro- 
fessions. Frequency of publication 
of Tops not decided upon. Will be 
determined by reaction to initial 
issue.- Walter White consulting edi- 
tor. 





Liguidate Sovereign House 
Liquidation of Sovereign House, 
bankrupt N. Y. book-publishing firm, 





for book sales is the idea behind a 
new book-selling organization, Em- 
pire Publications, headed by Paul 
Guttentag and William Weinbrot. 
Pair have made an arrangement with 
Reynal & Hitchcock whereby they 
get sales rights to the reprints issued 
by its various subsidiaries, including 
Blue Ribbon Books, Triangle, Burt 
and Halcyon House. 
Operating plan of Empire Publi- 
cations is to throw in an electric 
shaver with every two-book sale, the 
whole to go at a special price. To 
make the ‘deal’ even more attractive, 
the books and premium will be made 
available in three payments. 

Not the first time that books have 
figured in a ‘deal,’ but never before 
with an electric shaver. 





DeVoto Edits Twain Works 

Job of editing unpublished mate- 
rial of Mark Twain, held by his es- 
tate, has proved so big a task, Ber- 
nard De Voto, who has the assign- 
ment, is obliged to take up his resi- 
dence in Cambridge, Mass. Great 
quantity of original manuscript, cor- 
respondence and documents bearing 
on the whole period of Twain’s life 
and literary activities has been taken 
from storage and placed in Widener 
Library, Harvard University, for De 
Voto’s detailed examination. 

Press of work has obliged De Voto 
to ask to be relieved as one of the 
judges in the Harper Prize Novel 
Contest, Carl Van Doren will re- 
place him, serving with Louis Brom- 
field and Josephine Johnson, 





Booksellers Boycott Nazis 

Joining the Nazi boycott, members 
of the Booksellers Guild of America 
have taken pledges not to deal with 
any booksellers or publishers of 
Germany, or to purchase any transla- 
tions of the works of Nazi writers. 

Many books now on lists of Ameri- 
can publishers will be affected, most 
of all the Nazi bible, Hitler’s ‘My 





next week. 
Prominence of Van Loon, together 


Battle,” which has been published 


was voted upon at meeting of credi- 
tors. Stanley K. Oldden, appointed 
receiver at a previous creditors’ 
meeting, was named trustee. Oldden 
to begin disposal of assets this week, 
with likelihood creditors will re- 
ceive arewnd.10c on the dollar... 
Offer of settlement made by rep- 
resentative of Arthur J. Burks, head 
of Sovereign House, has been turned 
down by creditors because cash guar- 
antee failed to come through. In- 
debtedness said to be somewhat over 
$10,000. 





Women Group’s Award 
National Federation of Press 
Women will give four cash prizes of 
$50 each for best signed feature ar- 
ticle, editorials, columns and news 
stories, respectively, published be- 
tween now and nex April 1. 
Competition open to all regularly 
employed newspaperwomen in North 
or South America, who are members 
of any women’s press club. Only 
one article can be submitted by an 
entrant. Winners will be made 
known at a dinner to be held by the 
National Federation of Press Women 
~~ 26 at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 
i - 





Colophon Back to Old Setups 
As the result of its subscribers’ 
plebiscite, The Colophon, the book- 
men’s quarterly, goes back to its 


the new year. As was the policy 
when it began publication around 
eight years ago, mag will include ex- 
amples of original graphic arts. 

At $15 for four issues, it’s probably 
the highest priced periodical in the 
country, limited to 2,500 subscribers. 





Keats-Shelley Contest 
American poets will be invited to 
aid in the enlarging of the poetry 
library of the Keats-Shelley Me- 
morial House in Rome by participa- 
tion in a poetry contest. Partici- 
pants will pay a $2 entry fee. Fee is 


are additionally 


original form with the first issue of |, 


of every one participating will be 
inscribed in a souvenir volume to be 
kept at the shrine in Rome, Contest 
closes next Aug. 4. 

Directing the poetry contest is Mrs. 
Alice Hunt Bartlett, chairman of the 
American section of the Poetry So- 


ciety of Great Britain. Society made 


the Keats-Shelley Memorial House 
possible, 





Pitt Scribes May Go Politics 

Two Pittsburgh sportswriters are 
mentioned prominently for Pennsyl- 
vania boxing commissionership. 
They are Harvey Boyle, sports 
editor of morning Post-Gazette, and 
Regis Welsh, boxing writer on after- 
noon Press, with odds favoring the 
former. Change imminent § since 
incoming Republican administration 


is hardly likely to reappoint present | 


Democratic 
McClelland, 

Boyle is said to have potent po- 
litical backing for post and chances 
fortified by fact 
he served as boxing commissioner 
for decade up until G.O.P.’s loss of 
Pennsylvania for the first time in 
1932. Post pays $5,000 a year. Boys 
would be allowed to keep their 
present newspaper jobs. 


incumbent, Dr, W. T. 





Merge 2 Boating Mags 

Publishers of Motor Boat have ac- 
quired Power Boating, mag pub- 
lished in Cleveland, and will com- 
bine the two. Next issue of the com- 
bined periodicals will be called 
Motor Boat with Which Is Com- 
bined Power Boating. Title will be 
shortened later, though retaining 
both names, 

All properties of Power Boating 
being moved to New York; Cleve- 
land ‘office will be closed. Editorial 
staff of Motor Boat will serve the 
combined periodicals, with Gerald T. 
White, editor, and E. S. Nelson, chief 
aide, 





Judge Goes International 

Changes on Judge, under its pres- 
ent directing head, Harry Newman, 
continue, with the humor monthly 
now in a new large size approximat- 
ing that of Esquire. Also now to be 
dated a month ahead of publication, 
and to make that possible current 
issue is a November-December com- 
bination. 

Aiming at Anglo-American cov- 
erage Judge now lists British sales 
price jointly with that of the Amer- 
ican, Only other mags to do that 
are a few irnternationally-circulated 
femme fashion periodicals. 





Team for Dickens ‘Carol’ 

Garden City Publishing Co., the 
Doubleday, Doran affiliate, and John 
C. Winston Co. have gotten together 
on simultaneous publications of a 
new edition of Charles Dickens’ ‘A 
Christmas Carol,’ with a foreword by 
Lionel Barrymore. 

Regular edition will be published 
by Garden City, with a de luxe boxed 
edition to be issued by Winston. Ex- 
cept for some embellishments, two 
are identical, with both containing 
illustrations in color by Everett 
Shinn. Joint working arrangement is 
first for both book firms. 





Split Parents’ Mag 

Parents’ Magazine, one of three na- 
tional class mags publishing special 
editions for Metropolitan New York, 
will give those special sections a sep- 
arate identity. N. Y. edition, which 
for four years has been bound into 
the mag proper, will be known as 
the New York Mother. 

Unlike principal part of mag, New 
York Mother will be news rather 
than features. Will list, among other 
things, film and stage attractions for 
children, 





Revive Detroit Sat. Night 

Detroit Saturday Night, which sus- 
pended publication some months ago, 
has resumed. New publisher is Fred 
A. Moore, veteran newspaperman. 
Frederick A. Moore, Jr., is business 
manager. Resurrected version is 
patterned pretty much after the old. 

Glenn F, Jenkins, who edited the 
old Detroit Saturday Night, re- 
ported at work on a new mag, In- 
land Empire, which he will both pub- 
lish and edit. 





LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 

Robert T. Ball, 64, co-owner, edi- 
tor and publisher of the Loveland 
(Colo.) Daily Reporter-Herald. died 
at his Loveland home after an illness 
of two years. Funeral and burial 
were in Loveland. He is survived by 
five children. 

W. J. Dozier, 69, for 14 years edi- 
tor of Douglas County Citizen, Doug- 
lasville, Ga., died Thursday (17) of 
heart attack. Well known in Georgia 
editorial circles, he moved to Doug- 
lasville 15 years ago from Kentucky. 








; here in an English translation. 
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to go to the library fund, and name 


Burial was in Stanford, Ky. Wife, 
two sons survive, 


CHATTER 


Paul Walkas to Chicago, where hi 
mother is ill. oe: 


Mortimer H. Cobb has joined Cue 
as an associate editor, 


Hector Bolitho gets over tomorrow 
(24) for a lecture tour. 


Louis S. Friedland and Elmer Mar. 
tin Norman have formed a new 
literary agency. 

Pearl Buck and her husband, Rich. 
ard Walsh, the publisher, feted by 
the P.E.N. club. 


Irving Stone in from the Coast for 
conferences with his publisher, 
Houghton, Mifflin. 

Franklin E. Jordan is the new edi. 
tor of Gateway Magazine, the Boston 
amusements giveaway, 


Francis Harrington and King 
Whitney, both with the mag You, 
upped to vice-presidents, 

After 15 years downtown, Penton 
Publishing Co. has moved to the 
midtown publishing sector. 

The Almanac and Guide Co., Inc., 
has been chartered to publish astro]. 
Ogical almanacs, ets., in New York. 

Robert Leland Crowell, head of the 
publishing house bearing his name, 
weds Ruth Brown Shurtleff Dec. 23. 

Eugene Sheffer’s serious operation 
in Boston a success and he’s due to 
become active again with King Fea. 
tures very soon, 

Rumor persists in Philly that Moe 
Annenberg, publisher of the Inquirer 
(morning), will enter the field in 
that city with an evening sheet. 

George Seibel, former drama and 
book critic of Pittsburgh Sun-Tele- 
graph, has submitted a novel to a 
couple of New York publishers. 

Second volume of William Mur- 
rell’s ‘History of American Graphic 
Humor’ to appear on Nov. 29. Cov- 
ers the period from 1865 to the pres- 
ent, 

Lorna Farrel, editor of The Wom- 
an, digest mag for femmes, inaugu- 
rates a regular Hollywood Fashion 
Pre-Vue section in the December 
issue. 

British publishing rights to ‘With 
Malice Toward Some’ have actually 
been sold. Book is the biggest slap 
at the British since the Revolution- 
ary War. 

Editors Press Service, Inc., New 
York, has increased its capital stock 
from $3,500 to $53,500, according to 
papers filed in Albany by Robert H, 
Montgomery. 

David Parry, son of Florence 
Fisher Parry, Pittsburgh Press 
columnist, has joined United Artists 
advertising department under Lynn 
Farnol in New York, 





Concert Trust 











(Continued from page 39) 





tivities. While such action would 
probably have little effect on the 
regular winter concerts it would 
completely block the summer sea- 
son in Hollywood Bowl, including all 
opera, ballet and concerts with guest 
Stars, -~..-.- --- 

Winter season normally operates 
at a loss, but the summer series in 
the Bowl cleans up a _ handsome 
profit. It is to avoid closing the 
whole setup and putting the musi- 
cians involved out of work that 
AGMA has offered the management 
a way out. 

While on the Coast recently, Leo 
Fischer, AGMA executive-secretary, 
had several long huddles with Joseph 
N. Weber, American Federation of 
Musicians president. What they de- 
cided was not revealed, but they are 
believed to have reached some 
agreement in regard to Menuhin’s 
refusal to join AGMA and his public 
attack on the organization. 

Part of the Menuhin statement, 
printed in paid-for space in the 
Los Angeles symphony orchestra 
program, said of AGMA unionism, 
‘It is just as if you demanded that 
husbands and wives had union cards 
and regulations to govern their priv- 
ileges and duties together; or as if 
the poets and prophets of old, or 
Christ and the Apostles had been 
forced to get union cards and be 
submitted to blind union discipline.’ 

AGMA’s negotiations with the 
Metropolitan Opera Assn., of N. Y., 
are expected to be resumed within 
a few days. Principal matter for 
negotiation will be the disputed 
‘Clause 12,’ which gives the manage- 
ment a ‘franchise’ on all outside ar- 
tistic activities of its singers. Met 
and AGMA reached a preliminary 
agreement last spring, with the pro- 
viso that the matter of ‘Clause 12’ 
would be considered further this fall. 
Resumption of negotiations has 
awaited the return to New York of 
the AGMA negotiating committee, 
including Lawrence Tibbett, Ezio 
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Broadway 


Ole Olsen’s pinch back tux a laugh 
at benefits. 

Henry Hobart, vet film producer, in 
New York. 

Lela Moore, dancer, back from Rio 
de Janeiro this week. 
. Sam Marx, Columbia story ed, back 
to the Coast on Friday. 

Harry Mester, manager of the 46th 
Sireet theatre, seriously ill. 

Ruth Harding in the Presbyterian 
hosp, reported doing all right. 

Henry Bellit, vet vaude producer, 
has gone into the travel service busi- 
ness. 

Larry Cowen, with Fabian in Al- 
pany, in town last week with Mrs. 
Cowen. 





Joe Phillipson back at the Par | 


home office after a business trip to 
Oklahoma. 

Mike Connolly, of the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild eastern office, vacationing 
in Florida. 

Clay Morgan, advertising-public- 
ity chief for NBC, to Washington for 
a brief visit. 

Arthur Levy will go to Boston 
ahead of ‘The Merchant of Yonkers’ 
for Richard Maney. 

La Conga folded Friday night. Cen- 


tral Park Casino may reopen with a'| 


Georgie Hale revue. 


North and South American rights 
of ‘Cheri-Bibi.’ ie 

baw ——, appeared on Nor- 
m le ge for ning of her 
film, ‘Le Revolte.’ hs ae: 

Jean de Limur starting ‘La Petite 
Peste, adopted by J. L. Bouquet 
from Romain Coolus story. 


Harry Baur in on direction of 


Theatre - des - Ambassadeurs with 
Alice Cocea and Jean Cocteau. 
French kids saw ‘Little Miss 


Broadway’ free at Rex as guests of 
20th Century-Fox and ‘Paris-Soir.’ 


Marcel Pagnol to make ‘Mon- 


ing from R. de Flers and A. de Cail- 
lavet’s story. 

Pierre Brasseur engaged his wife, 
Odette Joyeux, for ‘Folie Bout de 


duce in Pagnol studios in Marseilles. 

Georges Rigaud, who took a try 
at Hollywood earlier this year, may 
return this winter. He’s now finish- 
ing his first French film since his 
return, ‘Record Final,’ and has an- 
other scheduled as soon as this one 
is finished. 








Pan Swing 
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| sical education in his life. Seventy- 


Charlie Einfeld fell off a_ horse | five percent of the children probably 


Sunday (20) and hurt his wrist, re- 
quiring medical attention. 


Industry notables on Saturday (19) 
attended confirmation of Si Fabian’s 
gon, Robert, in Paterson, N. J. 


Fowler and Tamara, concertizing 

st seasons, have a new dance troupe 

ined up for cafe and vaude dates. 

W. G. Van Schmus, managing di- 
rector of Radio City Music Hall, 
left for Coast to 0.0. new product. 

The reunited Jack Oakies making 
the rounds; they sail Dec. 2 for Lon- 
don. Adolph Zukor will be on the 
same boat. 

Now that her ‘One Third of a Na- 
tion’ (Par) film is through, Sylvia 
Sidney will do a Group Theatre play 
by Irwin Shaw. 

Arthur Lyons and his bride, Ia 
Rhodes, Warner player, will come 
east for the holidays as part of their 
honeymoon trip. 

Ben Shanin, of the Simon Agency, 
mow run by Charlie Yates, has re- 
signed from that organization to open 
his own booking offices. 

Francis Albertanti, who publicized 
a Coast race track, now p.a. for Al- 


| gain all their knowledge through the 
radio or by hearing records. They 
know more about the classics from 
the swing arrangements of them than 
they ever would have learned 
through instruction in schools.’ 
Pedos weren't exactly satisfied to 
take the rebuke lying down. ‘It’s all 
right to play the classics in swing 
for dancing,’ remonstrated one, ‘but 
swing adds nothing to music as we 
know it. To say that you bring 
something to children is absolutely 
wrong. For instance, in ‘My Reverie’ 
{Clinton rewrite of Debussy) you 
have a dance number, not Debussy.’ 
Clinton and Dorsey illustrated 
their talks with recordings, much to 
the joy of a mob of jitterbug kids 
who swarmed in from surrounding 
schools for the event. Every time 
the needle was removed from a disc 
to answer a question, there was an 





bert Levey’s Oriental Park course | 


and Casino Nacional, Havana. 

Charles MacArthur is 
replica made of the Mae West sur- 
realism chair on view recently in a 
Fifth avenue department store. 

Fortune mag for December has a 

jece on the Hays office. Current 

en has by-lined story by Walter 
Wanger on Wall street and pix. 

Judge Frederick E, Goldsmith to 
the Coast on legal business having to 
do with Hollywood clients, which 
will keep him west three weeks or so. 

girls in Paramount ordered 
flowers for Nan Schwartz, who 
works for the J. H. Cooper interests, 
on learning it was her birthday 
Monday (21). 

Phil De Angeluses tossed a party 
and buffet dinner for friends in the 
industry Sunday night (20) in cele- 
brating christening of their six- 
week-old granddaughter. 

Candy butchers in burley thea- 
tres now get the spotlight when they 
start their spiel. Practice began last 
week with salesmen also on the 
stave, talking into house mike. 

Carmen Lewis and Jack Gould 
will be married in a few days. She 
Was recently with Wiman office. hav- 
ing assisted ‘On Borrowed Time,’ 

Married An Angel’ and ‘Great 
Lady.’ He's on the New York Times 
dramatic staff. 





Paris 


By Hugo Speck 





Ray Goetz in town. 

Jacques Charles to London. 
Pierre Sandrini back from London. 
Dorothy Dickson in from London. 


Matia Ossira featured in new ‘Eve’ 
revue. 


Georges Rigaud mulling return to 
Hollywood. 
‘Altitude 3,200’ revived at Theatre 

VEtoile. 

Joe Sacks in from London. Tal- 
ent hunting. 

Felix Rosan setting new ‘Chez les 
Nudistes’ revue. 

Grace Moore to London for en- 
gagements there. 

Marlene Dietrich still putting off 
departure for America. 

. P. Gilbert writing scenario on 
ench commercial pilots. 
Mistinguett m.c.d ‘Grande Nuit 

Vedettes’ at Medrano. 

‘That Certain Age,’ the Deanna 
urbin pic, a click at the Avenue. 
‘Suez’ getting French dubbing, 
with Annabella handling own role. 
uis Verneuil to Lausanne to 
Present his ‘Train for Venice’ there. 
imone Simon changed mind about 
leaving to clean up affairs in Hol- 
lywood. 
‘The First Legion,’ Emmet Lavery’s 
Play, adapted by Jean Silvain, in 


rehearsal, 
Planet Corp. bought 


Pictures 


having a: 


audible groan from the gallery. 





Comm 1 Ad Reels 
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attracting 78,000,000 people weekly, 


draws each week in the autumn, the 
only thing the screen advertiser has 
to overcome is resistance on the part 
of college authorities and exhibs. 
Since thus far both have been agree- 
able to such a commercial sports 
reel, only the details of nationwide 
coverage have to be worked out. 


Plan would be to photograph 500- 
foot picture of local games and 
guarantee the advertiser handling 
most big contests over an eight-week 
period. Estimated that about 30 
games would be covered weekly. 
Pictures would be supplied the ex- 
hibitor gratis. 


Because thorough coverage for lo- 
calized contests to appease exhibitors 
in individual communities is an add- 
ed burden and a costly added ex- 
pense item each year, many news- 
reels thus far have voiced no oppo- 
sition to the plan. 


If proposition works out satisfac- 
torily with football, a try may be 
made to duplicate on basketball in 
the middlewest, where the _ sport 
draws large attendance every winter. 





Goetz’ Daughter 
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her husband’s parents would inquire 
about who were her parents, etc. 
When Harry Link, general profes- 
sional manager for Irving Berlin, 
Inc., heard of it, he got Berlin to 
phone E. Ray Goetz, brother of the 


of Paris. Johnny O’Connor, Fred 
Waring’s manager, who knew the 
parents, is also assisting the girl 
who may now get a share of her 
father’s ASCAP income. 

‘Moosie’ Harrison later married 
Harry Casey, vaudevillian, now de- 
ceased, ond was last known as Mrs. 
Billy Orr, and reported residing in 
upstate New York. The Goetzes come 
from Buffalo, but that’s no reason 
why she might ke found residing 
there. 

Link is well connected in Atlantic 
City and through cooperation of the 
mayor dug up the marriage records 





of Goetz and Miss Harrison. 


Bois,’ which he wrote and will pro- | 


and the huge following the grid sport | 


London 


Jack Egger minus his appendix. 

Elsie Cohen, head of Unity Films, 
to Paris for a week. 

T. Hayes-Hunter to Paris to pick 
, up option on Renee Saint Cyr. 

Elsie Carlisle twice bereaved in 
a by death of mother and 
| aunt. 

‘Elephant In Arcady’ scheduled to 
close Nov. 5, reprieved for another 
week. 

Jack Harris doing series of Sun- 








sieur Bretonneau,’ which he is adapt- | day concerts for Odeon cinemas and | 


| Packing "em in. 

Jean Forbes-Robertson portraying 
| title role in ‘Peter Pan’ for ninth 
| Successive season. 

Henry Sherek on Continental itin- 
| erary for fortnight. 

| Leslie Bloom elected president of 
; the Gallery First-Nighters Club for 
| the 15th straight year. 

The new Grosvenor House cabaret 
show, which commences Dec. 15, will 
be called ‘Grandfather’s Follies.’ 

Annual Xmes pentomime will be 


it has been sold. 
will replace. 

Berton Churchill left for home 
after finishing 20th-Fox’s ‘So This is 
London,’ despite offer to play lead in 
West End show. 

Ronald Squires collapsed on stage 
during provincial tour of ‘Plan for 
a Hostess,’ but recovered in time to 
continue in show. 

British National Films looking for 
American male star for lead in ‘Of- 
ficial Secrets,’ spy yarn, due to shoot 
middle of next month. 


sociated British Film Corp. has on 


built at cost of $250,000. 

‘A Party for Christmas’ closed at 
the Haymarket Nov. 5 without no- 
tice. Show had moved from Arts 
Theatre Club a fortnight earlier. 

Richards and Gillette opened 
Savoy hotel and closed after two 
nights, with Robinson and Martin 
called in from the Berkeley hotel to 
double. 

Principals of ‘Bobby Get Your 
Gun,’ the Jack Waller musical at 
the Adelphi, are under 331/3% cut, 
which was only chance for show to 
carry on. 

Gracie Fields’ next picture for 20th 
will be directed by Monte Banks. 
Shooting starts end of March. Ten- 
tative title is ‘Cavalcade of Scottish 
Shipwards.’ 

Patric Knowles’ contract with 
Warners’ washed up, he returns to 
London, sailing from N. Y. Dec. 10. 
Reported he'll connect here with 
major picture company. 

“Wild Oats’ closes Nov. 26. Cast 
has been on cut-pay scale-last few 
weeks. New show goes in a month 
later, with Sydney Howard, Arthur 
Riscoe and Vera Pierce to lead. 

George Carney 
Priestley in the comedy role of the 
latter’s play, ‘When We Are Mar- 
ried,’ after author stepped in until 
substitute for Frank Pettingell could 
be obtained. Latter hurt in auto 
crash. 

Peter Maurice Music Co. signed 
Manning Sherwin on songwriting 
assignment. Contract calls for three 
months with option. He’s already 
started work on Firth Shepherd’s 
new musical, which replaces ‘Wild 
Oats’ at Princes. 

‘Jamaica Inn,’ Mayflower Pictures’ 
third, takes the floor Nov. 28 with 
Alfred Hitchcock directing. Pigeture 
was intended to be made at Denham 
Films studios, as all seven stages at 
Elstree were occupied, but now two 
are available, so Elstree gets it. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., may do 
Tom Geraghty’s ‘Flodden Field’ 
while here. Picture was to have 
been made couple seasons ago by 
him when he was joint managing 
director of the now defunct Cri- 


denly. 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





| Mike Lustig visiting New Zealand 
| on Metro biz. 

‘Sketch Book’ is new revue to be 
staged by Harry Howard for the 
Fullers. 

Jack Lester, former Marcus pro- 
ducer, now staging presentations in 
| Melbourne. 
| With biz improving in the stix, 
| local vaude performers are getting 





more work. 


| Hoyts sending a femme band of 
20 around its nabe chain. Femmes 


at Regent, Sydney. 

Ken G. Hall, Cinesound producer, 
has recovered from his recent ill- 
ness and is rolling ‘Mr. Chedworth 
Hits Out,’ with Cecil Kellaway. 


Various picture managements go- 
ing into heavy huddles to formulate 
plans covering a film drive similar 
to the one operated in the U. S. 

Dan Michalove will probably ex- 
tend his Hoyts’ looksee as far as 
Perth, Western Australia, and Tas- 





next month. 

Dick, Don and Dinah playing for 
| Hoyts at Regent, Melbourne, by ar- 
| rangement with Tivoli. Nell Kelly 
‘and Johnny Bryant are the current 


held at the Lycoum despite fact that | 
Business building 


Hippodrome, Blackpool, which As- | 


lease from private concern, to be re- | 


terion Films, but was dropped sud- | 


mania prior to hitting for home early | 


vaude attractions same management 
in . 
Revivals still making a bid for b.o. 
biz throughout the Commonwealth. 
Current replays include “The Guards- 
man’ (UA), ‘Man in Possession’ 
| (M-G), ‘San Francisco’ (M-G), ‘Lit- 
tle Women’ (RKO) and ‘Trader 
| Horn’ (M-G). 





| 
| 


| Pittsburgh 


} 
By Hal Cohen 





Dick Ware held over at Show Boat 
| indefinitely as m.c. 

| Charlie Wolfe and Joe Tobin to 
Florida for the winter. 


Keith Bain, Lawrence Welk’s man- | 


ager, taking flying lessons. 


Adam Degaspers celebrated their | 


fifth wedding anniversary. 

Bernie Armstrong laid up with in- 
fected foot, result of scratch. 
| Joe Feldman’s frau taking her mas- 
ters at U. of Pittsburgh this year. 


Big biz forced Playhouse to run ‘It | 


|Can’t Happen Here’ an extra week. 
Lou Goldberg here for few days, 

straightening out new Major Bowes 

! unit. 

| Eda Toldi and Frank Cassel have 

lorgenized the Laboratory Theatre 
here. 

| Ken Miller and Sam McRoberts, 

| both of Tommy Carlyn’s band, altar- 

| bound. 

| Band leader Len Leslie home from 

| hosp observation. Got a clean bill of 
health. 

| Armand Denis and Leila Roosevelt 


|here for the opening of their ‘Dark 


| Rapture’ film. 
If Pitt or Tech gets Rose Bow] bid, 
| WB booker Harry Feinstein will va- 
cation on the Coast. 

Herb Yates sent Variety Club $500 
| check for its annual milk fund drive. 


| Agnes Prendergast back home after | 


' visiting her mother in California. 


| 
| 
| 


. 

| Chicago 
| 
| Quinn Regan laid up with laryn- 
gitis. 

Max Turner handling shows for the 
Covenant Club. 

Dizzy Dean and Bob Elson collab- 
ing on a vaude turn. 

Gift to Jack Kirsch, Allied chief 
| here, at testimonial dinner will be an 
auto. 

Joe Holton wound up the 20th 
Century-Fox screen-testing and 
scrammed. 

Colony Club, under Nick Dean and 
Sonny Goldstone, has become class 
dine and dance of town. 

Town loaded with agents and 
bookers last week. Among those in 
were Harry Foster, Dick Henry, 
John O’Connor, Bill Howard, Harry 
pc ag Sid Piermont and Miles In- 
galls. 


| On the Upbeat 


(Continued from page 39) 











relieved J. B.' 














cently opened Bandbox on 52nd 
street Nov. 30. 

DeLange has nothing in view as 
yet after he exits in favor of Lunc- 
ford. 


Clarence Fuhrman’s WIP (Philly) 
house band has been pencilled in to 
supply tunes for the swanky Navy 
Club Dance at the Bellevue-Strat- 
ford. 








Hal Berne organizing own orches- 
tra and readying for a tour. 





Ben Pollock signed for the year- 
|end dance series at Pasadena civic 
auditorium. 





Vido Musso opened at the Glendale 
civic auditorium. 





Ran Wilde opens two-month stand 
at the Haufbrau in San Diego Dec. 1. 








Jack Fulton, Val Olman and South- 
|ern Gentlemen orchestras_signed to 
Rockwell-O’Keefe management this 
week, 





John Kirby will quit Onyx Club, 
N. Y., to augment Red Norvo-Mildred 
| Bailey combo, opening Nov. 28. 





Tito’s Swingtet completed Warner 


late Colernan, who is now a resident | recently completed a successful run’ short and Victor (Bluebird) discs this 


| week. Also signed to compose for 
| Exclusive Publications. 





Tay Voye Quintet shorting for 
Warner, Dec. 9. 





Heward Woods in fifth week at 
| Paramount theatre, Newark, on hold- 
| overs. Went in on regular one week 
with stage show. 





Charlie Gasparre, trumpet-tooting 
brother of Dick Gasparre, is organ- 
izing a swing crew in Philly. 














Ray West moved into the ‘It’ cafe 
‘in Hollywood. 


Hollywood 


Monte Banks in from London. 
Robert Moriarty here from N. Y. 
Mary Brian back from legit stock, 
Rex O’Malley in from Manhattan. 
Kenneth Thomson laid up with flu, 
George Sanders arrived from Lon- 
don. 
Laurence Olivier arrived from Eng- 
land. 
Leonard Matchan 
York. 
Bob Burns returned from Hawaiian 
| Siesta. 
| Geerge Gruskin at work after flu 





in from New 





| attack. 


Neil Rau hooked up with Jimmy 
| Filer. 

Sam. Bischoff to 
month. 

Frenk Lloyd back from European 
vecash. 

Welt Disney appointed a Louisiana 
} co’onel. 
| George Oppenheimer 
London, 

Abe Meyer joined Music Corp of 
Amer'ce. 

Edward Kaufman back from South 
America. 

Bing Cresby back 
Meadows. 

Tommy Kelly on northern 
sonol tour. 

Harry M. Warner to hospital for 
observation. 

Harlan Thompson vacationing in 
Krnsas City. 

Huntz Hall recuperating from ap- 
pendeciomy. 

Betty Amann’s new film name is 
Sandra Kane. 

Edith Fellowes 
appendectomy. 

Mary Alice Scully joined Everett 
Crosby agency, 

Lou Ostrow in hospital recovering 
from auto crash. 

Robert Allen, thrown from a horse, 
sprained his arm. 

D:. Horace Kallen here from N.Y., 
gandering studios. 

Slim Summerville celebrating 25th 
yer as a film actor 

Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis back from 
midwest personal tour. 

Edmund Lowe back from brother's 
funeral in Santa Clara. 

Albert Mannheimer 
month’s vacash in N.Y. 

Marjorie Morrison and Ralph Au- 
bert to be married (26). 

Charles ‘P. Skouras 
northern inspection tour. 

Virgil Miller celebrating 25th an- 
niversary as a Cameraman. 

William Anthony McGuire moved 
into Fred Astaire’s old house. 

John Boles en route to N. Y. to 
broadcast and personal appearances, 

Louis K. Sidney bought Jack 
Robbins’ home in Benedict Canyon, 

Louis B. Mayer hosting Father 
Flanav#an and Bishop Ryan of Omaha, 

Neil Wheeler laid up with a brok- 
en leg, result of a fall from a horse. 

Glenda Farrell, back from Manhat- 
tan, suffering from nervous exhaus- 
tion. 

Osa Massen, back from Denmark, 
to wed Allan Hersholt next month. 
He’s son of Jean Hersholt. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Europe next 


back from 


from Bay 


per- 


recovering from 


back from 


back from 











E. J. MacErlane, Warner's head 
booker, ill. 


Max Roth, Republic district man- 
ager, a visitor. 

Sylvia Schroeder, of Republic, re- 
covering from appendectomy. 

Twin City Variety club to hold an- 
nual election of officers Dec. 12. 

Film exchanges sponsoring weekly 
programs at Twin City Variety club. 

Sonja Henie and her ‘Hollywood 
Ice Revue’ into Arena here Dec. 1 


‘es 

oe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, visiting his Des Moines ex- 
change. 

‘Nickey’ Goldhammer, RKO branch 
manager, back from brief vacation 
and off into North Dakota on busi- 
ness trip. 


M. G. Moorman, National Screen 
head booker, resigned to become 
Trailer-Made exchange office man- 
ager. Ray Hurwitz, formerly with 
— theatre circuit, succeeded 

im. 





New Haven 


By Hareld M. Bone 





Jack Sidney in town briefly. 

Crris Joyce out of hosp after oper- 
ation. 

Yale Drama will tour ‘1066 and All 
That.’ 

Boston Symph slated for second 
Woolsey Hall concert. 

Alex Dean returns to Yale drama 
department early in the new year. 

Welles commuting between 
here and New York while doing Yale 
stage directing. 

Sam Badamo gave a cocktail party 
for Armand Denis and Leila Roose- 
velt, producers of the film, ‘Dark 
Rapture.’ 

Fan protests caused Lincoln to 
yank ‘How to Undress Before Your 
Husband,’ with Elaine Barrie, wife of 
John Barrymore. 
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OBITUARIES 


LEOPOLD GODOWSKY 


Leopold Godowsky, 68, composer, at the English theatre. 


Berkell Players who played stock 
His most 


Psa : ‘ t activity was as director of 
ianist, and teacher, died in Lenox | Tecen ; ; 
Hill hospital, New York, Nov. 21. His the Federal Players’ WPA unit at 


death followed an operation for an 
intestinal ailment which was per- 
formed last week. 
more or less inactive since 1930 due 
to the effects of a stroke suffereu 
in England while making recordings. 


The composer was born in Vilna, 
Russian Poland, on Feb. 13, 1870, the 
son of a physician. Early in his life 
he exhibited a musical inclination 
which was encouraged by his pa- 
rents. He made his first attempt at 
composing at the age of seven. When 
he was 9 he made his first public 
appearance in Vilna and was imme- 
diately sent on a tour of Russia and 
Germany repeating nis performance. 


At the age of 11 his ability came 
to the notice of a wealthy banker 
of Konigsberg, who subsequently 
sponsored a course of study at the 
Berlin Hochschule. Prior to fhis he 
had had only two years of formal 
study in Vilna. 

His first visit to America was in 
1884 immediately after leaving the 
Hochschule. This tour consumed 
two years during which he appeared 
with Clara Louise Kellogg, operatic 
soprano; Emma Cecelia Thursby, 
concert soprano, and Ovide Musin, 
the Belgian violinist. He returned 
to Europe in 1887 for more years of 
study during which he toured France 
and made a visit to England where 


B. F. Keith’s theatre. 


Surviving are a_ step-daughter, 


He had been| five sisters, and three brothers. 





EDWARD J. McGUSHION 


Edward J. McGushion, 36, died at 
the Will Rogers Memorial, Saranac 
Lake, Nov. 15. He had been an in- 
mate of the institution for two years. 


For years he managed road shows 
and theatres. His last employment 
before breaking down was manager 
of the Silver Slipper Atlantic City, 
N. J. 

Gertrude and Dorothy 
Gushion Twins) survive. 
in New York, 


(Mc- 
Interment 





WILLIAM THOMAS 
William Thomas, 65, veteran Pitts- 
burgh theatre musician, dropped 
dead of a heart attack last week 





while rehearsing with the Federal 


group since it was organized couple 
of years ago. 





OSCAR WERNDORF 
Oscar Werndorf, Austrian-born 
art film director, died at Wembley, 
Eng., Nov. 6, of -heart failure, aged 
52. He had been in the film indus- 


he played a command performance |try since 1913 and had worked for 


for the King. J 
He made his home in America 


from 1894 to 1900 while heading the | Associated British, 


UFA in Berlin, then coming to Eng- 
land and had been in the employ of 
Gainsborough 


piano department of the Broad Street | and Gaumont-British. 


Conservatory in Philadelphia, and 
the pianoforte department of the | Steps,’ 
Chicago Conservatory. He was mar-|“The Gaunt Stranger,’ 
ried in 1901 to Frieda Saxe while on 
She died 


his second American tour. 
in 1933. 


He made numerous appearances 
with the Chicago Symphony Orches- 
tra and the New York Philharmonie, 
and was a favorite pianist of Theo- 
dore Thomas, leader of the former 
memorial service 


aggregation. A 


IN MEMORY OF 


DANIEL F. HENNESSY 


November 20, 1937 


Never Forgotten by 
Hie Loving Daughter-in-Law 


Mrs. MALVERN HENNESSY 





was broadcast Monday evening (21) 
over station WQXR, N. Y., during 
which Abram Chasms, pianist and 
composer, and a close friend of Mr. 


Godowsky, commented on his life. 


Survived by two daughters and a| Platt and Peaches, died 
son. One daughter, Dagmar, former 
film actress, is currently abroad the 
S. S. Manhattan from Europe and 
will not be told of her father’s death 


until her arrival. 





VIOLA TREE 


He did the sets for ‘Thirty-Nine 
‘Secret Agent,’ ‘Sabotage,’ 


Ealing the day before his demise. 





WAYNE BARTLETT 


Wayne Bartlett, trouper with Bil- 
roy’s comedians, was found fatally 
wounded in Rome, Ga., hotel room 
last week. Small caliber pistol was 
found beside him, He died within a 
few minutes, 

Coroner O. D. Minge, after inquiry, 
declared inquest unnecessary, fatal 
wound obviously having been self- 
inflicted. 

Bartlett, formerly a member of 
Boob Brasfield’s comedians, was a 
native of Clarksville, Texas, where 
body was sent for burial. 

daslemmae 
JENNIE GAVIN “! 

Jennie Gavin, 69, of the long 
standard vaudeville team of Gavin, 
at Bay 
Shore, L. I, Nov. 13. After funeral 
services, the body was cremated. 

Gavin and Platt, later made into a 
three-act with the addition of 
Peaches, were a well-known musi- 
cal sketch team early in the cen- 
tury and particular favorites at Tony 








Viola Tree, 54, eldest daughter of ering ne ey Bad & bree ay 
Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree, died in i 


London, Nov. 15, of pleurisy, after 


an illness of many months. 


She made her debut in 1904 as 
Viola in her father’s production of 


‘Twelfth Night’ and in 1910 san 


Eurydice in ‘Orpheus’ at the Savoy, 
London, but returned to the speale 
ing stage. She made her American 
debut in 1930 at the Ethel Barry- 
more theatre with Ivor Novello in 
‘The Truth Game’ and the follow- 





FRANK KNISKERN 


g 


ing season was to have gone to the | door installation of its kind. 


Ziegfeld ‘Follies,’ 


She married Alan Parsons, drama 


but no _ suitable 
material could be found for her. She 





MARIA VAN DER VEER GREEN 
had appeared in several British 


films. . 


1912. He died in 1933, and her book | “C4 in London, Nov. 15. 


Alan Parsons was regarded as her 
chief literary production, though she 


had done much writing including 


play ‘The Dancers’ in collaboration 


with Gerald du Maurier. 





CHARLES BERKELL 


Charles Berkeli, 7%, former the- 
atrical producer and manager, died 
in Indianapolis Nov. 19 of a heart 


attack. 


He was born in Boston, Mass., and 


when he was 12 years old joined 


theatrical troupe as a boy magician. 
He traveled with circuses, played in 


@| Walter Arondale McKim, father of 
five McKim screen moppets, died 
Nov. 17 in North Hollywood. Sur- 
viving are David, Sammy, Lydia, 


stock companies, and when still 


young man opened a theatre in 
Davenport, Ia., which he operated 
for 25 years. He managed theatres 
and vaudeville houses there and in 
Waterloo, Ia.; Chicago, and other 


cities. 


.He went to Indianapolis 23 years 
ago, and for a time managed the 





~ tralia and later in England, 





FRANK E. GARBUTT 


children. 





TONY O. BABB 





Harry and Peggy McKim. 











Symphony orchestra for a radio} 
broadcast. 
Thomas had been with WPA 


‘The Ware 
Case’ and had completed an untitled 
comedy directed by Walter Forde at 


Frank Kniskern, 39, electrician of 
the Madison Sq. Garden for the past 
12 years, died in New York, Nov. 20. 

He installed the lighting system 
used in the Garden and widely 
copied by other arenas, and at the 
time of his death had virtually com- 
pleted plans for the installation of a 
public address system, the largest in- 


Mrs. William A. Green, 77, pro- 
fessionally known on the operatic 


critic of the London Daily Mail in mage on Serle Van derVeer Greg, 


Although born in- Brooklyn, she 
achieved most of her success in Aus- 


Frank E. Garbutt, 43, technician 
at Paramount, died Nov. 14 in Hol- 
lywood. He leaves a widow and six 


Tony O. Babb, 46, Pacific Coast 
a| manager of Eastman Kodak, died of 
pneumonia Nov. 16 in Los Angeles. 


Mrs. Clara F. Butler, 63, wife of 


phia motion picture proprietor, died 
last Monday at her home in that city. 





Sidney M. Grahame, 70, father of 
Margot Grahame, stage and film ac- 
tress, died Nov. 14 in Los Angeles, 





Father of John Carl Morgan, Jr., 
WTAR announcer, died at his home 
at Ocean View, Va., Nov. 14. 





James P. Beatty, father of Roberta 
Beatty, former actress, died Nov. 12. 
Miss Beatty, now Mrs. Julius M. 
Cohen, lives in Montreal. 


GAYETY, MPLS, 
FOLDS EARLY 


Minneapolis, Nov. 22. 

Pre-Christmas slump has hit this 
town, earliest in local theatrical his- 
tory. As a result of b.o. decline, 
Gayety (Harry Hirsch‘s stock bur- 
lesque) will close first half of its 
current reason this week, almost a 
month sooner than scheduled. Sea- 
son had gotten off to exceptionally 
fine start in late August. House 
records were broken several times 
during the first month and there 
were eight successive winning weeks 
before the grosses began to slip. 
Theatre will reopen in the spring, 
as usual, for the second half. 

Despite the strong product and big- 
ger and better stage shows than 
usual, grosses at the film houses are 
running far under the corresponding 
period a year ago. After having 
mopped up with stage shows in the 
early fall, including new house rec- 
ords by Horace Heidt and Benny 
Goodman, in turn, Orpheum has lost 
money on last two strong stage 
shows (Jimmy Dorsey and Glen 
Gray). If anything, neighborhood 
houses are suffering more than the 
loop first-runs. 

Weekly wrestling shows at the 
Auditorium, big money-makers in 
other years, have been consistent 
losers the past month. University 
of Minnesota football alone has held 
up, but even it is off from last sea- 
son and the Michigan homecoming 
game was not a complete sellout for 
the first time in years. 

It had been thought the red hot 
state and local election had been di- 
verting time and attention and keep- 
ing many away from the theatres 
and the heavy real estate taxes due 
last- Oct. 31 were regarded as an 
advense inffuence. 


Burlesque Reviews 
GAIETY, N. Y. 


Georgia Sothern, Annette Ross, 
June March, Geraldine, Peggy Rey- 
nolds, Phil Silvers, Rags Ragland, 
Russell Trent, Chet Atland. 

















First house to open after the long 
summer grind which cut the number 
of New York burley stands to two: 
the Gaiety has been doing pretty 
good biz. Current semester, which 
began late in August, is the first 
flesh the house has had since the city 
shuttered all burley stands year ago 
last May. It had been grinding films 
as part of the Brandt chain. 

Double-barreled pull in the names 
of Georgia Sothern in the strip con- 
tingent, and Phil Silvers and Rags 
Ragland heading comedy. Due to the 
antics of the latter pair the laugh 
section noses out the femmes. Not 
because of the material, which is the 
same old hoke. It’s the manner in 
which the two, aided by straight Rus- 
sell Trent, retain only the base of 
the aged skits and ad lib or spout 
their own lines, 

Not much of it has rhyme or rea- 
son. But at least it’s a little more 
effective than going through motions 
and dialog they know by heart. 
For instance, in the opening skit the 
pair combine the restaurant gag 
about the intentional argument over 
who's to pay the check so both can 
duck it, with the ‘what lodge’ busi- 
ness. Combination is weak at best, 
but the ad libbing of Silvers and 
Ragland, hypoed by amusing drink- 
ing toasts, make it easily acceptable. 

Georgia Sothern heads the strip- 
pers and undoubtedly means extra 
dough at the b.o. She’s described as 
dynamic. Granted the gal is one of 
the best bumpers in the biz and 
physically has it over most of her 
contemporaries, her turn principally 
adds up to a lot of noise. 

June March tops the other four, 
closely followed by Geraldine. For- 
mer is a smooth-looking brunette 
who knows the value of tasteful out- 
fits. When caught she was shucking 
a black, velvet-looking affair, offset 
by a fur-trimmed, filmy white cape. 
Geraldine is a slow, dramatic tosser. 

Annette Ross works in the opening 





William E. Butler, pioneer Philadel- 


dance number, pounding out a tap 
routine. Follows it later with a strip 


———=3 





News From 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


the Dailies 





East 


Met Op. extends the terms of gen- 
eral manager Edward Johnson and 
his assistants, Edward Ziegler and 
Earle R. Lewis. All set until '41. 


Fay Wray and John Monk 
Saunders agree to give their romance 
another trial. Saunders is a patient 
in a Charlottesville, Va., hospital. 
She and their daughter are non- 
medical guests there. 


Christmas clubs to distribute $330,- 
000,000 to 7,000,000 members this 
year. Average payment is $47, a 
drop from last year. 

Andre Baruch took first prize at 
a male cooks’ contest at the Governor 
Clinton hotel last week with a 
lobster concoction. He's a _ radio 
commentator and husband of Bea 
Wain, of the Larry Clinton orchestra, 
who can’t cook at all. 


‘Opera on Tour’ in trouble last 
week in Birmingham, Ala. Stage- 
hands struck at request of musical 
union and show was given sans 
scenery or costumes. Suing national 
organization of musicians and stage 
hands. 


Robert Edmond Jones to design 
the 13 settings for ‘Everywhere I 
Roam.’ 


Yale Puppeteers to give Sunday 
night shows at Labor Stage theatre. 


Algonquin hotel, N. Y., has ob- 
tained a judgment for $2,319 against 
Bill Tilden, tennis star for unpaid 
rent. 

Grace Coppin takes over tops in 
‘The Girl from Wyoming’ at the 
American Music Hall. Replaces 
June Walker, who goes to ‘Merchant 
of Yonkers.’ 


Explosion in the Sixth Avenue 
subway at 45th street Thursday 
spoiled about 15 feet of the board- 
walk and stopped traffic for three 
hours. 

Olsen and Johnson guests of honor 
at the dinner of the Northwestern 
University club of N. Y. last Thurs- 
day. Olsen is an alumnus. 

Francis Compton out of cast of 
‘Bachelor Born.’ Injured in a fall 
in his home in Darien, Stapleton 
Kent pinch hitting. 

Because New Years falls on Sun- 
day, N. Y. State Liquor Authority 
decrees ali niteries must close at 3 
A. M. No extensions for anyone. 


Village Light Opera club to give 
two performances of ‘Patience’ at the 
Hecksher Nov. 30, Dec. 3. 


Revealed that the late Pearl White 
left an English estate of about $237,- 
350. Death taxes will clip that $35,- 
500. Remainder to be equally divided 
between a brother, sister, two nieces 
and two nephews. 

Mayor orders a complete survey of 
N. Y. pool rooms, 

Jack Dempsey threw his second 
annual cocktail party for some 50 
dogs and their owners in behalf of 
the Bide-a-Wee home. Pups got beef 
broth and chopped meat. Their mis- 
tresses got the cocktails. 

All New Jersey auto licenses to 
have numbers below 1,000. Use of 
two letters does the trick. Plates will 
be smaller. 

Carmella Ponselle to conduct an 








employment agency for young sing- 
ers, 

Katharine Cornell gave the entire 
physical production of ‘Herod and 
Mariamne’ to the Civic theatre 
Washington, when she closed there 
Saturday. 


Brattleboro theatre, Brooklyn, to 
present ‘Shakespeare’s Merchant 
1938,’ Modernized version of ‘Mer. 
chant of Venice.’ Opens Dec. 26. 


Maryland hoss tracks planning to 
install totalizers at all pony promen- 
ades. Absence of the tote reported to 
have decreased betting. 

Herta Ikale fell down the stairs of 
the Sutton picture theatre Thursday. 
Taken to the hospital with possibie 
skull fracture. 

Two restaurants in the Times Sq. 
sector fined for selling crawfish for 
lobsters. 

Actors’ Clothing Bureau of Union 
M. E. Church asking for contribu- 
tions for unemployed players. 

‘War in Heaven,’ fictionized ver- 
sion of ‘Here Come the Clowns,’ goes 
on sale. Play and book were written 
at the same time. 

George Jessel, Harry Hershfield 
and Dan Healy m.c.s at the benefit 
dinner for the National Home for 
Children, in Denver. Held at the 
Commodore Saturday nite. 

When Elsie Janis opens her N. Y. 
season after 10 years in retirement, 
she’ll add to her program promising 
novices, Wants to give the young- 
sters a chance. 

Race tipsters picked up in a recent 
raid to go to trial Nov. 30. 

‘Gloriana’ to give its midweek mat- 
inees on Fridays. 

D’Oyly Carte troupe to sail from 
England Dec. 24. Opens at the Mar- 
tin Beck Jan, 5. 

Thelma Atterbury, once known on 
the N. Y. stage as Feon Van Marr, 
dancer, reputed to be slated as the 
bride of Prince Luis Ferdinand d’Or- 
leans-Bourbon, first cousin of Alfonso 
of Spain, when and if he can divorce 
his present wife. 

Josephine Brown back in the cast 
of ‘Bachelor Born’. Had been out 
three weeks because of an auto ac- 
cident. 





Coast 


Will of Robert Woolsey, screen 
comic, who died Oct. 31, was filed in 
L. A., leaving the bulk of his estate 
to his widow, Minnie Park Reed 
Woolsey. Only other bequest was 
$5,000 to a brother, Charles Woolsey, 
of San Francisco, 

Bert Wheeler, film actor, compro- 
mised with the U. S. Board of Tax 
s1es08. to settle claims of $22,250 for 





Chico Marx, film comedian, settled 
suit brought by widow of George L. 
— slain L. A. gambler, for 


Fire caused $40,000 damage to a 
sound stage at Paramount studios. 

Ethel Clark, film actress, and Clyde 
Connor, electrician, were injured by 
a falling lamp on a set at the Par- 
mount ranch, near Lake Malibu. 

Luise Rainer received her final cit- 





izenship papers in L. A. 





prefaced by a vocal that’s not bad. 
Peggy Reynolds works in several 
skits and produces a peel in billed 
exotic style. It’s a varied method of 
arriving at the same conclusion, 
Show’s production is better than 
average. Above-par line is composed 
of eight girls, augmented by seven 
showgirls. Chet Atland handles the 
Juve assignment, getting off numer- 
ous pops as well as working in sev- 


eral skits 





GARRICK, ST. LOUIS 


; St. Louis, Nov .18. 

Jack Diamond, Billy Wallace, 
Harry LeVan, Murray Briscoe, Dud- 
ley Douglas, Doree, Cornich & Dean, 
Victoria & Frank, Betty Reed, Sunya 


Slane, Deone Page, Leonie Thur- 
ston, 








Murray Briscoe is polishing up his 
work in ‘Get Going,’ euieeet at the 
burgh’s only burlesque house, as 
he’s soon skedded to depart with 
Billy Morris, Pittsburgh burley 
comic, for Australian time. One of 
his best skits is ‘The Red Rose,’ in 
which the picker of a 15-horse par- 
ley cops. This is a guffaw producer 
and only tops ‘Finder and Keeper’ 
as the best sketch on the bill. 

Jack Diamond straights well and 
Harry LeVan scores with a song and 
soft shoe dance. Diamond, Dudley 
Douglas, Briscoe and Ethel Devoe 
also cop heavy applause with their 
interpretations of a hillbilly quartet, 
using washboards for their accom- 
paniment. 

Vaude acts include Betty Read, 
xylophonist, who winds up by 





pounding out a tune wearing boxing 
gloves; Victoria and Frank, balanc- 





ing act, working on a pedestal; Cor- 
nish and Dean, saxophonists and 
tapsters, doing stint while seated on 
chairs, and Doree, who does exotic, 
classical dancing. 

Strippers are Sunya Slane, Deone 
Page and Leonie Thurston, all look- 
ers, and each takes a turn at 
warbling through the house mike 
before peeling to the G-string at a 
fast tempo. Each makes two ap- 
pearances, in keeping with a house 
policy. Line (14) gets plenty of 
work and does it capably. 

Matinee biz still away off. Sahu. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hunter, 
twins (son-daughter), in Hollywood, 
Nov. 14. Father is in 20th-Fox lab- 
oratory. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Rosenthal, 
daughter, in Chicago, Nov. 
Mother is Louise Fitch of radio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Haggerty, 
son, in New York, Oct. 31. Father 
is staff copyist at NBC and con- 
ductor of Boston concert orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Marks, 
daughter, in Jackson Heights, N. 
Y., Nov. 14. Mother is former Billie 
Wallace, of Wallace Sisters, radio 
trio; father is with NBC. 








MARRIAGES 


Betty Miller to Michael Doyle, im 
Los Angeles, Nov. 19. He’s a camera- 
man at Paramount. 

Ann Freshman to Alfred Pach, in 
New York, Nov. 24. Bride is a legit 
actress. He’s the photographic. 
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OUTDOORS—SPORTS 


VARIETY 53. 











—_——_— 
Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 
(November 24) 
(THANKSGIVING) 
By NAT KAHN 
GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Vanderbilt-Alabama eceesccesesss »-Alabama CORP eee eee eens e*ee8 8/5 
‘Columbia-Brewn eeeeeeereerreee -. Columbia eereeee Pree ee veces EVER 
Cornell-Penn wee ee eee ee eee eee eee eT) Cernell Seeesesreeeesese eeeee 13/5 
Kansas-Missouri .........-...-.4005 ce SEIT coosee 8/5 
Kansas State-Nebraska ............ ce EEO cccce 9/5 
Kentucky-Temmessee ...........:... WOMMOCMBCE 22. wees cce covce 18/5 
Villanova-Manhattan ,............. oo, ee eer cose Wk 
So. California-UCLA ..........00. Se. Califormia ............. - %B/5 
Texas A&M-Texas ........ a Meme GON o iictcciccvccts » 3s/1 
(November 26) 
Texas Christian-So. Methodist...... SN <a bn,» 4 b Ola & Oe ite ea - 3/1 
Wash. State-Washingten .......... Washington ............... - 2/1 
Army-Navy eeeeee See eeeeeseeeeeens Army eee eee eee ee eee ee eee 1/5 
Auburn-Florida eeeeer eee eee eeeeenee Auburn eee eee eee eee ee ee | 13/5 
Baylor-Rice .......... beech eowns pg rk eb 0% ova dee bated -- 6/5 
Holy Cross-Boston College......... costes, Bmincr,-.. VETERE ooee 18/3 
Dartmouth-Stanferd ............++. oe, Serer nary - 6/5 
Detroit-Santa Clara (Sunday) .....Samta Clara .............. os we 
Pittsburgh-Duke ..... io ésea veeecee SOU der hike ino auiainss woaee - Ws 
Fordham-NY¥U ...... Fas bees hee u soe OND: onic SER COn dé Vie ees Uo « wa 
Georgia-Georgia Tech ............. SD OOO nas 0 664s oe « 975 
Tulane-La. State ...........0e005-- BOE: 04.6 de Wks 0 Cewke s cbabe Even 
Mississippi-Miss. State ............ ot Ore rer Pe rays 3/1 
SOUOEPEEEs MAMBE 6cnbccécoccsccees. NS ads: Fan « dow eae 0 Ve + oe 
Oregon State-Oregon ...........-: BeGee BAAS onc ccssradecase 7/5 
(Predictions Based on Fair Weather) 














Bills Next Week 





(Continued from page 46) 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Carlos Molina Ore 
Billy Rayes 
Houston & Hardin 
Lucio Garcia 
Marguerite Meyers 


* Stockade Inn 
Charles Chaney 
Subway 
Ray King 
Frances Thomas 
Opal Adair 
Kitty Swanson 
Adeline 
Debs 
Eileen Randolph 
Ozzie Jackson Orc 
Susi-@ 
Dick Buckley 
Molly Manner 
Betty Harris 
Patricia Blore 
Nita LaTour 
Edith Principle 
Verne Wilson Ore 
Swingland 
Alma Smith 
Leonard Reed 
Car'line Richards'n 
Eunice & Ozzie 
James Phillips 
Charles & Eloise 
Del Bright Orc 
Thompson’s 16 Club 
Ray Reynolds 


D Keith Dancers 
Patsy Thomas 
Joan Dawn 
Charles & Mary 
Millie Travis 
Julie Waltz 
Hazel Freeman 


Three Deuces 
Art Tatum . 
Baby Dodds 
Freddie Reed 
Lonnie Johnson 


Tower inn 


Helen DuWayne 
Inez Gonen 
George Arnold 
Frank Davis Ore 
Trocadero 
Gloria Romano 
Adelle St Clair 
Terry Circle 
Roy Rankin Oreo 


Villa Moderne 
Tony Cabot Orc 

Winona Gardens 
Stan Carter 
Gigi Rene 
Doiores Lee 
Diane Lare 
Suzanne Kessler 
Lucille Johnson 
Frankie Rullos Orc 

Zig Zag 

Sunny Bouche 
Laura Marman 
Sunny Mack 
Larry Lux Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 
achorage Pedre Blanco Ore 
Bill ae Ore George Clifford 
Arcadia Int’) Evergreen Casino 
Jan Savitt Ore oe Challis 
Bon Ben oe Milikopf Ore 
Jerry Taps Carol & Lane 


Carlotta Dale 
Walter Donahue 
Anyo & Drigo 
Mayfair Giris (8) 
Joe Pietro 3 
K-Mar 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Main Dining R’m) 
Meyer Davis Ore 
(Burgandy Reom) 
Frank Juele Ore 
Cliff Hall 

Murray Dancers 
Edmund DeLucca 
Adolph Lanza 


Benny the Bum's 


“Avis Kent 

3 Bonos 

Barbara McDonald 
Betty Benson 
Ross Irwin 

Irving Ore 

Deloyd McKay 
Johnny Graff Ore 


Cadillac Tavern 


Dean Edwards 
Henrique & Adr’n’e 
Mimi Stewart 
Ada Reynolds 
Jeanne Van 
Dick Thomas 
H Reynolds Ore 
Jack Newlon 
Line (8) 

Club Africana 
F Riley & Sunda 
LeRoy McCoy 
Jimmy & Bobby 
Jennie Dancer 
Jack Surrell 
Derby Wilson 
Blanche Saunders 
Kitty Murray 
Doc Hyde Ore 

Club 15 

College Cut-ups 
Mildred Gavern 
Mae Masters 
Eddie Thomas 
Jay Palmer Co 
Amy Organ 
Johnny Young’s Or 

Club Parakeet 
Jean Niles 
Jeanette 
Miriam Brome 

1 Wilson 
Bill Thornton Ore 

Embassy 

Dorothy James 
Edythe Brown 
Susan Austin 
Lynda Marsh 
Bernice Horton 
Ann Kirwin 





Jean Kirk 
Helaine & D’nalds'n 
Ann Collins 


1523 Club 


Dickson Sis 
Florence Holman 
Swing King Orc 
Frankie Palumbo's 
Ray Miller 

Clark & Curtis 
Patti Cranford 
Frank & Alma 
Yvonettes 

Bobby Morrow Orc 


Hildebrand’s 


Agnes Willis 
Pete Hayes 
Leonard Cook 
Lola Pullman 
Coster & Rich 
Lydia White 
Leslie Sis 
Richard Bach 
Bobby Lee Ore 
Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 
Allen Fielding Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Eddie Shayne 
Charlotte Armstr'ng 
4 Vespers 
6 Centinentals 
Margo Gis (8) 
Don Angelina Ore 


Hotel Philadelphia 


Cc Wolf Gis (6) 
Ginger Dulo 
Lillian Fox 
Bob Magee 
Girard & Joyce 
Joe Frasetto 


Iatimer Club 
(Blue Room) 


Toni Lane 
Jimmie Kelly 
Billie Lee 
Edna Tomey 
Sharon Harvey 
Line (6) 
Jonie’s Bd 


Little Rathskelier 


Jack Griffin Ore 
Zorita 
Joe Kirk 
Jerry Krueger 
Felicea Shore 
Jack Lynch's 
Jeno Donath Ore 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Mona Reed 
Josephine Huston 
Tip, Top, Toe 
Digitanos 





Virginia Linsley 
Helene Heath. 


Chas Smith 

Joe Lewis 

Jimmy Blake 
Jack Lynch Gle 12 


Open Door 
Marty Joyce 
Carl, E & Ripley 
Cola Mein 
Bernice Bulois 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Viola Klaiss Orc 
Jim Rossi 
Bob Spedden 


Parrish Cafe 
Billy & Flo Gross 
Baby Lewis 
Johnny Graham Or 
Vernon Guy 


Rendervous 
Helene King 
Mildred King 
Herb Schriner 
Adorables (6) 
Vince & Anita 
Jackie Green 
Chet Fennis Ore 


Stamp’s Cafe 
Johnny Walsh 
Marrone & Gallo 
South & Lane 
Patsy Shaw 
Pat Perry 
Paul. Mall 
Jack Hutchinson 
Irving Braslow Ore 


_ 


Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant Or 
P’ce & P’s Selandia 

Earlyn Wallace 
Tommy Osborn 

Bill Steele 

Dolly Reckless 
Jutkin’s Rathekeller 
Casmere Gls (3) 
Detty Winters 
Marie Duval 

Grace Moore 


20th Century 
Tommy Cullen Ore 
Harold Beswick 
4 Grand 
Roddy 2 
Kay Marie Baird 
Ozzie Wells 
Selma Holman 

Viking Cafe 
Cliff Conrad 
Jewell Ello 
Rogers & Morris 
Steppe & Carlos 
Jerry Delmar Ore 

Village Barn 
Dolores O'Neill 
Beth Calvert 
Barry & De Alba 
Dottie Sacco 
Bill Bauersfield 
Kitty Gaston 
Mickey Wilson 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Teddy Oliver Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brav 
(Camden) 


Kar) & Gretchen 

Bavarians 

Ilse Hart 

Rudy Bruder 

Ray Miller 

Jules Flacco Ore 

Leon Valencia 

Bill Elton 

Wonder Horse 

Golla & Bocca 

Jackie Moss 

Mary Monahan 

J & T Shellenh’mer 
Yacht Club 

Kitty Helmling Orc 

Jimmy Bailey 

Dorothy Coster 

Watson Sis 

Patricia Robinson 

Doris Shea 

Roberta Ramsey 

Douglass Show Boat 

Emory Evans 


Frank Ponti Charlie Gains Orc 
Ambassador Club | Woods &. Bray 
Buddy Lester Glenn Dale 

Betty Co-eds Patsy Marr 

Babe Sherman Oasis 


Al Howard 
Benny Miller 
Peggy Wagner 
Bob Marble 

Betty Boop 
Charlie Lazin Ore 


Book-Cadillac Hote) 
(Book Casino) 
Lani Metntire Ore 

Momi Hai 
Aloha Kaimi 
Meymo Holt 
Lei Na Ala 
Pau Keahola 


(Moter Bar) 


Art Ravel Orc 
Muriel Boyd 
Chene-Trombley 
Jimmy Gargano Or 
Sally Osman 
Meyers & Arthur 
Ginger Sutton 
Kuma 
Chessen 2 
Ray Styles 
Club Frontenac 


Geo Alfand Orc 
Harry Jarkey 
Don Ernesto 
Doryce & Freddie 


Cemmedore Club 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Jane Stanley 
Tommy Jones 
Orchids (2) 

Hotel Statler 

(Terrace Keom) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Ruesel Swann 
Phil Brestoff Ore 
Carmen Castillo 
Judy Lane 
Cataliono Rolon 
Eddie Asherman 
Murray Dancers 

Neblole Cafe 

Leonard Seel Orc 
Frank Reynolds 
Vera Walton 

Northweed ina 
Ray Carlin Ore 





& Guardsmen 
Ginger Cole 
Leola Taylor 
Hal Borne Orc 


Plantation Club 


H Henderson Ore 
Mae Diggs 

Bill & Chas 
Leitha Hiil 
House Line (8) 

' Powatan 
Paul Neighbor Ore 
Dorn Bros & Mary 
Bennett Dancers 
Don & R Marshall 
Owens & Parco 
Deauville Boys 
Ross 3 

Sake 
Pansy the Horse 
Al Zimmie 
Martin & Marvel 
Vicki Lauren 

Club Ten-Forty 
Lytle Sis 
Sally Joyce 
Gerrie Healy 
Coyle McKay Ore 

Te-Je Farms 


Burns Cambell Ore 
Willie Green 
Tondelayo & Lopez 
Ted Louis 
Grant Page 
Billie & Billie 
Tini Dixone 
Willie Green 
Frog Morgan 
Webster Hall 
(Cecktall Grill) 
Art Mooney Orc 
Merle Clark 
Szita & Anis 
Bachelors 3 
Wesley Whitehouse 
Jean Shailor 


Wonder Sar 


Dorothy Berlin 
Al Vierra Ore 





JON FARRELL IN CANADA 
Montreal, Nov. 22. 
Jon Farrell, author of numerous 
plays for the British Broadcasting 


Corp., back 
years in England. 


in Canada after two 


Leaves for Hollywood shortly. 





APOSTOLI COPS TITLE 
BY STOPPING CORBETT 


By JACK PULASKI 


Two western parties fought for 
the middleweight championship 
which neither owned at Madison 
Square Garden Friday (18), by 
grace of New York’s boxing com- 
mission which blandly ignored Solly 
Krieger who surprisingly won the 
title recently by defeating one Al 
Hostak out Seattle way. Fred Apos- 
toli, of San Francisco, was the win- 
ner over Young Corbett, 3rd, who is 
10 years older and far less rugged. 
Match was stopped in the eighth 
round with Corbett on his knees. 

When Apostoli was announced as 
the new champ, the customers gave 
out the bird. As a title contest it 
wasn’t much to leok at and the lim- 
ited number of fans disapproved the 
Krieger rating by the commish. 
Other than gate percentage, Freddie 
won't have much advantage with the 
crown, for he is supposed to take 
on Solly whom he has licked twice 
before, nothing much in the way of 
a draw is expected for that match. 

In a native son event (both are 
of Italian extraction) on the Coast 
last summer Corbett copped the duke 
over Apostoli, which provided the 
reason for re-matching the men at 
the Garden. However, if the Kreiger 
win further up the Coast was one 
of those things, then Corbett’s vic- 
tory may have been also. Story is 
that with Corbett’s eyes nearly 
closed, Apostoli eased up in the final 
rounds on that occasion and was 
nosed out. 


The layers had it right in making 
Apostoli the favorite at three to one 
but in the early sessions Corbett 
scored more points in his southpaw 
manner. It was evident that he pos- 
sessed no sock and few of the blows 
were cleanly delivered, only ‘one real 
straight wallop tagging Freddie and 
momentarily slowing him up. After 
the fourth round Apostoli forged 
ahead, aiming for the body con- 
sistently. 


That did it and Corbett sagged to 
the canvas from .a wallop to the 
stomach. He went down several 
times, twice in. the seventh round 
but one of the descents was a sec- 
ond or two after the blow was de- 
livered and that went for the final 
knockdown. Referee Eddie Joseph 
ruled .that Corbett dropped without 
being struck and called off the fight, 
result being a technical kayo for 
Apostoli. 


Over the radio it was estimated: 


that 18,000 attended but the an- 
nouncement was grossly exagger- 
ated for there were only 7,000 paid 
customers for a gate of $21,600, gross 
being distinctly disappointing for a 
show with tickets at $11.50 top. 

This Friday (25) Henry Arm- 
strong meets Ceferina Garcia for the 
welterweight honors, now in the 
hands of the little Coast colored 
scrapper. It is a postponed event, 
set back because Armstrong claimed 
to have hurt his back while train- 
ing. Said, too, that his lip, badly 
cut during his match with Lou Am- 
bers, had not thoroughly healed. No 
fights next week, Garden having the 
‘Ice Follies,’ billed as direct from 
Hollywood. ~ 


Frisco’s Advance Edge 


San Francisco, Nov. 22. 


A total of 160,438 persons have 
paid admissions to the 1939 World’s 
Fair since Treasure Island was 
opened quietly to the public April 
3, when less than 1,000 people visited 
the expo site. Since that time the 
attendance has been steady and 
rapid with a total take of $40,375 
now in the till. 

It is expected that 300.000 admis- 
sions will be collected before the 
fair opens. 











Baby Parking Station 


San Francisco, Nov. 22. 


Golden Gate Amusement Corpora- 
tion, headed by H. A. DeVaux, 
signed this week for a three-acre 
Children’s Village at the Golden 
Gate International Exposition. 

Contemplating one million paid 
admissions (children 10 cents; adults 
25 cents), the Village will be set up 
as a combination Toyland, Fairyland, 
and ‘Play Way. A feature is a 
‘baby parking station,’ where parents 
can check the kids in the care of 
doctors and trained nurses. 


All theatres, cafes, shops. etc., will 
take unusual shapes. There will be 
a cafe-in-a-pumpkin; a coffee-pot, a 
giant ice cream cone, etc. 








Delays in Midway Construction 


Causing Some Concern for ‘39 Fair 





Worried About Isbey 


Detroit, Nov. 22. 

Although Gov.-elect Frank Fitz- 
gerald has asserted that he'll replace 
only incompetent officeholders, 
there’s considerable anxiety here- 
abouts over possible fate of Frank 
Isbey, Gov. Frank Murphy ap- 
pointee who’s guided Michigan State 
Fair into black past two years. 

Isbey, who took over management 
of state fair after it had gone heavily 
in debt for many years, instituted a 
giant all-star show in the fairgrounds 
coliseum as magnet for fairground 
gates. Past year’s show cost around 
$75,000 with five topnotch bands and 
strong talent. 


Barnes Trick Passes 
Up Coast for Florida 
As Winter Hibernation 


Sarasota, Fla., Nov. 22. 
Al G. Barnes and Sells-Floto cir- 
cus, under the Ringling Bros.-Bar- 
num & Bailey management, rings 
down the curtain on its 1938 season 
at Lakeland, Fla. next Saturday 


night (26) and following day comes 
into winter quarters here, first time 
in more than a decade that show has 
not wintered at Baldwin Park, Cal. - ’ 

Upon winding up, outfit will have: 
travelled 22,151 miles this season, by 
far greatest mileage ever hung up 
by the Barnes combo. Season opened 
March 27 in San Diego, Cal., and 
with the exception of-a single day 
in Reno, Nev., remained in Califor- 
nia until May 10. 

Longest jumps of the season were 
from Revelstoke, B. C. to Edmonton, 
Alta., distance of 457 miles. Short- 
est jump was 10 miles from Portland, 
Ore., to Vancouver, Wash. 

Season ran slightly more than 35 
weeks. At end of 15th week, at 
Jamestown, N. D., outstanding fea- 
tures of the Ringling-B-B show were 
added. Last four weeks of season 
were spent in Tennessee, North and 
South Dakota, Alabama, Georgia and 
Florida. } 











BETS NO DICE INN. J. 


Legislation Withholds Referendum 
On Betting Because of Expense 








Trenton, Nov. 22. 


Complications have developed that 
may delay the referendum on the 
legalization of horse race gambling 
in New Jersey for perhaps a year. 
The stumbling block is the cost of 
submitting the proposed constitu- 
tional amendment to the voters. The 
expense is estimated between $600,- 
000 and $750,000. 

Several legislators indicated the 
referendum might be deferred in- 
definitely, which would come as a 
sad blow to horse race interests who 
have been speeding operations on at 
least three tracks in the state in 
the hopes legalized gambling would 
be approved by the spring. 

A million-dollar track is under 
construction in North Jersey. A 
second is being readied on the out- 
skirts of Atlantic City, while a third 
is planned for the New Jersey State 
Fair grounds at Trenton, operated 
by George A. Hamid. 





Break for Stars 











(Continued from page 1) 





the profession may find them flat the 
following season, is also recognized 
by Sheridan Downey, new Democra- 
tic senator from California, who is 
readying legislation which would 
establish a drawing account with the 
Govérnment. He proposes placing 
returns on an actors’ peak earnings 
in a capital fund, from which he 
could draw an annuity in the leaner 
years, paying taxes on the money 
taken out. 

Sudden interest on the part of Fed- 
eral tax officials and members of 
Congress comes after several years 
of unsuccessful agitation for relaxa- 
tion of the tax laws as they relate 
the profession. Hoped that some ac- 
tion may be forthcoming early<in 
1939 when Congress convenes. 








Backwardness in getting construc- 
tion work started on the amusement 
sector (Midway zene) at the New 
York World’s Fair is beginning to 
cause real concern in the ranks of 
these who are convinced that the 
popularity of the exposition will de- 
pend largely on how this portion of 
the fair shapes up. Frankly they are 
at loss to explain the delay but ad- 


mit that work on this portion of the 
1939 is lagging far behind develop- 
ments in every other section on the 
Fiushing Meadows site. 

Check a shert time ago showed 
that all three or four ricGcs now are 
going up on the midway site near 
the subway station of the independ- 
ent subway line. There is no evi- 
dence that work is being done on 
any project although 85-90% of all 
space has been sold and virtually set 
for construction to begin. 

Exhibitors planning to show in the 
amusement sector blame it on the de- 
lay in getting the ground in sae 
so that actual building can swing 
into action. A number of these own- 
ers of concession projects claim that 
the ground on which construction 
must be done either isn't levelled 
off or is not even in shape to make 
preliminary surveys. They bemoan 
the fact that the amusement area is 
the only backward portion of the ex- 
position although obviously one of 
the most important se~’i-rs from the 
dollar-and-cents standpoint. 

Even the fact that the fair is plan- 
ning a gigantic New Year’s Eve cele- 
bration in the Times Square area 
does not detract from the worry of 
certain officials at the  snail-pace 
shown in getting the fair’s midway 
in workable order. Some of the more 
pessimistic are beginning to forecast 
that the New York show will open 
next April with one-third of the 
amusement zone still trving to get 
ready for business. 


Shows 


Plans of Billy Rose for three shows 
at the fair were revealed last week, 
being the aquacade, Barbary Coest 
and ‘Fight for Life,’ a water contest 
with men battling sharks or alliga- 
tors. Dufour & Rogers would have 
six exhibitions, including three rides, 
‘Strange As It Seems’ and ‘Life.’ 

Also made known last week that 
after Jan. 1 only absolutely official 
visitors (and few of those) will be 
permitted inside the New York Fair 
gates. Order goes inte effect because 
of necessity of rushing all construc- 
tion work in the first four months 
next year, contractors working 
against time and not wanting any 
visitors in the way. 

At the present time, out-of-town 
civic leaders, newspapermen and 
many others are being hosted by 
Fair officials if they express a desire 
to give the exposition a looksee. Fig- 
ure that courteous treatment and 
ride through the grounds will be re- 
paid subsequently in enthusiastic 
buildup. 

An important clearance depart- 
ment, set up by Grover A. Whalen, 
president of the New York World’s 
Fair, to handle imports of all sorts 
from a herd of Iceland ponies to 79- 
foot boat, shortly will be placed in 
operation at the Fair’s post office 
building. Federal Government has 
ruled that all material for forci-n 
pavilions and exhibits of foreign na- 
tions will be given entry duty free 
with the understanding that they be 





registered in bond to guarantee their 


| removal at the close of the exposi- 
| tion. If material is sold in this coun- 
| try, custorns duties must be collected 
| and paid. Hence the need for check- 


ing all materia] received from for- 
eign lancs for use at the fair. 


N. 0. Bookies Close 


New Orleans, Nov. 22. 
With the opening of the Fair 
Grounds race track set for Thanks- 
giving Day, several hundred hand- 








lested have only until Wednesday 
(23) to remain open this year. Wi-h 
the start of the local horse racing 
season, the lecal bookies, which ac- 
cept bets on races at tracks in vari- 
ous yperts of the country, are or- 
fed to cove 

Handbooks in the neighboring par- 
ishes may remain open. They closed 


last season with the opening of the 
local season, but opened in January 





while the local season was still in 
progress. 


books operating in this city unmo-~ 
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